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['i.Tintmniu.- Muj\:ii IJ, 1^13 



Tff the M^eople of the T<twit. oS" SmUhSielii : 

At tho recent Town Meeting, you again refused to duct men for CojnniisiJionerd of K\(!i ;i,', 
who aro willing to license dram-selling. Yon did right, Occy-y of tears ; deep groans, timt iiL-ight 
overy wind; graves in every cemetery ; and the ino:jt wretched and ioxiihsLjinf beinga in every neigh- 
borhood testify that dram-drinking \b morally wrong. But, if dram-drivtiiing is oiorally wrong, ^o 
niU4t bo drain-seUing ; and if that, so must be the licens-ing of drnin-ficJling ; and if that, so m\ip,i he 
the Belcction of men for cur agentH, who, in their af^encv, will license it. It ia plain, that we have no 
more' mora! right to choose for a Cuiinnifiaioncr '»f Excise a man who, we have reason to bi:liev(\ j-, 
willing to licunae dram-selling, thun we havu to elect a man to office who will, probably, wield his ofTi- 
ciai power, for the continuance of slave iuwa — for tho continuance of the most atupcndous of all frauds, 
the most atrocious of all piruciea, on human rights. If it be true, and it is, that the man docb* thereby 
make himself guilty of tlic sin of alavoholding who votes, as in the one case of the supposition just 
made; so is it also true, that the man who votes, aa in the ottier case, dous thereby rijoder himself 
guilty of the sin of drunkenness. Many, who dwell on the duty of comprising our efforls for tem- 
perance within tho limits of moral suasion, allow themselves to vote against it. But, whenever they 
vote against temperance — that is, whenever they vote for men who, they have a right to expect, will 
license dram-seUing — they upset their dish of moral suasion as completely as those shain abulitioniHts 
do tbeire, who Are no less diligent to improve their opportunities to cast voles which, however intend- 
ed, will tell Jor slavery, than they arc to improve their opportunities to talk and pray against :he 
abocnination. Whon will men cease from the absurd attempt of drawing a lino between their politics 
iind their xeligion 7 When will they come to b;tlieve, that a man's politics are a part of his religion, 
Jind that hen,c« his politics can bo no better than his religion ? When will they see how vain is the 
hope, that they can be giving their worship to God, at the same time that they aie giving their politics 
to. the Devil? .... 

I referred to your recent refusal to grant dram-selling licenses. But, notwitliptanding this repeat- 
ed rofusa). dram-sellitig is continued in your town. Tliere are men amongst us so greedy of gain, 
so unscrupulous a9 to tho means of acquiring it, and withal so lawless, as to perpetrate this trans- 
gression of both human and divine laws. Aad* because there are such men, tne remark is not un- 
frequently m^de, that you might about as well license as refuse to license dran»-solling. This is. how- 
pver,^a:vely unwise remark. I c-an infinitely bettor afford to have a hundi*ed men in my houw; earning 
.^nd awp^tng without my consent, than' one cursing and s wearitig with it.: 180 tiao you caii infinitely 
belter afford to have a hundred men of your town selling drams without ypiir consent, thtin' one doing 
.90 ,>yith it. And X add, ^.hat the harm be does, vvho sells drams against your Will, is not a hundredth 
part aa gr-at as it would be if ho had the concurrence of your will-' , As'to the argument, .that our 
iTQwn treasury %ybuld be benefitted by granting licenses to sell drams — I can .only say, that 1 wbuld 
as soon see in that treasury the thirty pieces of silver -which rewarded Judos, as tho tean^stain^and 
bl6od>staincd dollars of the dram-seller. 

The slroiw[_ arm of iho law has been invoked to restrain our lawless townsmen, who are guilty of 
the-cnmi» 01 'drem-i^llin^. Why that arm has thus far proved impotent, and why it is like to con- 
tinue to do so, is a question involving too many considerations to admit of an easy decision. I ad- 
vert to what I deem tho most important of these considerations, when I say, that there is a common 
impresfiion that there should be no laws to restrain the traffic in intoxicating liquors. Such laws are 
very extensively regarded as ah impertinent interference with the natural right of men to buy and 
sell properly. This is one reason, if not indeed the principal reason, why the enforcement of them 
againit our oSeoding tcwnsraen has been unavailing. That enforcement being looked upon as an 
invaaion of their natura! rights, has accomplished little else than to present these townsmen in the 
light of persecuted^ men, and to onkindic the public aympathy for them. For this reason, not a few 
of UB, who are decidedly hostile to dram>selling, no longer show any favor toward the attempt to re- 
strain by legal force the selfish, lawless men, who are guilty of this crime : — and, without presuming 
to condemn this application of force, we nevertheless venture to declare that, in our judgment, there 
is " a more excellent way." This " more excellent way" is to make an experiment on the power of 
unaided 8im|^ moral suasion to put an end to dram-selling in our town. 

Great honor is accorded to our town for having led the way, ten years ago, in the reformation of 
dniokaxda by the simple and sole means of kind moral influence. Let us trust to this influence for 
reforming the dram-seller also. I admit that we have already tried it on him. But we have not tried 
it to the extent of its power ; and we have combined legal force with it. Let ua now drop the force, 
and confine our efforts witliin the limits of persuasion. 

Shall we sotceeed, if we adopt the prop<Med change ? The answer to this question turns on the 
answer to the question, whether we shall prove onraeives to be well indoctrinated and hearty in the 
cause of temperance. If our concern for this cause is not enough to induce ua to plead earnestly and 
frequently with the dram-seller to relinquish an occupation which beggars families and breaks hearts, 
and killa bodies and kills souls — he will be like to continue in that occupation of blood-red-guiltiness. 
And frequent and seemingly earnest as may be these pleadings, if they are not sustained by a corres- 
ponding life, they will faifof a good effect. Let no man flatter himself that he is contributing to break 
up dram-shops, if he spends his leisure hours in them ; or if indeed he give to them the sanction of 
his unnecessary presence for a single moment. Let no man think that his influence is against the con- 
tinuance of dram-shops, if he cannot respond to the remark of the celebrated Judge Daggett of Con- 
necticut, that they deserve to be classed with " the depositories of stolen goods," and to have inscribed 
in great capitals, over their doors : " The way to HeU going down to the chambers of death." Let 
no man Uunk that be i« exerting «n influence against dram-sbops, if bis temperance feeling be so 
•ludlow as to be ofleoded by the memorable preffiotion of our Cnancellor Walworth, that " the time 
will come, when refleoting men will no more think of maUiig and vending ardent spirits, than they 
wooU now think of poiaoning the w«Q from which a neighbor obtains water for hia fomily, or of 



arnjinf; a nij^jiao to d';."jlrov hi j o'.vri life or the lives of thodc around Iiim." Lt:t mo add, that if tho 
iurmers of Smithfield woufd make iho evidences of ihoiv heartfelt leinpeiwnce irrciiiHtible to thf. draiu- 
seller — irresistible ag the raya of a Summer's sun to thti ice on wiiich ihey fall — let *hcm, as not 
or.ly tlicir duty but their interest dictates, sepaxute theniselvea, wholly and forever* frc5ii the manu- 
facture of the body and coul-dcalroying poison. They are, thauk. Hoavcn, iniprcsBcc} with tbo hpiroja 
of Southern slavery : so much so, .that they wojjld net, foj: the world, contributa oao link ^he cbaJu 
-vvhioh ehould bind tho mod (Itispieod of all its victims. Why thpn should thqy ponseuL to hijVQ^ 
yhttre, however smaU, in binding \he victims of ir.temparance — the victinia of a aUvery wthich- * 
thoutjand fold more dreiidful tlian that of llie South ? i . : 

I referred to the intereat of our farmcra. How ptrange, thai any of them should think it to ha for 
their inleresl—their pecuniary intereat-T-to sustain a manufacture, whence flows a NationiU impov- 
erishment, rivalled only by that which flowa from Southarn viavery 1 Were the hundrede of tlioi> 
sanda in this land who, because of the vice of intemperance, are, along v/ith their dependant and 
far more numerous i^indretl, but half-fed and half-clotficd — v/ere tliey to come under the renovatuig 
power of the Temp-jranco Uefurmation, a new demand for tho productions and for the farnia of out- 
farmers, such 03 no tarifl" nor other legislative device could make any approQcU lo, would thereby ha 
created. The spring which ihiy transformation of character would givo to our agricultural, manu- 
facturing and commercial prosperity, would be aa if a new nation were called into being upon our 
flbores. From what inimenee burdens of rum-engondercd poverty and rum-engendared crime wtjuld 
our farraors be releaaod, were this mauufacturo of Jiqiiid fire for a beverage to ceass ! 

There is no danger that brothels and gambUng-housoB will bo openly set up in Peterbaro or Biloan^. 
■Why T Because it is weli known that they would not be able to endure the frowns of the public 
countenance. But, let that countenance be clothed with sucli withering frowns towai-d our dram- 
■flhops, and they would quickly die. Oxygen is not more esaential to animal life, than a favoring pub- 
lic opituon to dram-shops. One of the Hebrew definitions of a lie is, "a body without legs," But 
a greater lie there is not in all the world, than that a dram-shop is needful : and just so 630n, there- 
fore, as respectable people refuse to furnish it logs, it will cease to go. 

IjCt us then, at least for & year or two, try tho power of simple moral influence against dram- 
•oUiog. liet lis, with hearts of love and pity for him and his wronged and perilled family, beueech 
the draaa-seUer td abandon his guilty occupation. With such hearts toward tho poor drunkards who 
frequent his house of death, and toward our beloved youth who are endangered by its attractions, 
hi iw ptewd for this abaisdonment. And, above all, !et the proofs which our actions afford of our 
deep and abiding abhorrence of his occupation be such, that he cannot doiii^t tho sihcqrity and ear- 
jKsttneaa with wmch our lips testify against it. 

May the love of God and tho love of man so prevail in our heartg over the love of gain and of 
poi^otarity and of sensual indulgence, aa to prompt «e to airay the wiiole intjuence of our exampls, 
kiKl the cnw:tiTo and triumphant, because the influence of our exjimple, against the body and 
•ovtl^UwtroyiDg occupation of the dram-seller. 

Very respectfully, your friend, 

GERIttT SMim 



"In ihc le^mxing of (he 'Crcyiprl, xrhosocvcr had received the spirit of ChriL^l, v. as crlccincd a '.iituiber of Che 
Church. Eu: tiow (m the \Qth ce:itur.;) the order mas inverted: aiid no out, v.nh^is a nifiiiber of the C.\urch, 
wo* counted to Iiave received the spirit of Jrjr^is Christ." 

D'AoaiQSfi'a Hiht. of tjik Rurisn.MiTios, (vol. I , p 21.) 



CHURCH OF PETERBORO. 



The 39th day of November, 1843, was observed as a day of fasting and prayer by persons in 
Pelerboro (N. Y.) and its vicinity, who believe that the christians therein do, simply because thoy 
are christians — do, of mere Divine organization, all Imman arrangements to the contrary notwith- 
standing — constitute "The Church of Peterboro." In the after part of that day, they held a public 
meeting in the Session room in Peterboro, and spent the time of it in prayer, reading ths bible, 
singing and conversation. A creed and a series of resolutions were submitted to the meeting, with 
the request that they should be mado the subject of much and earnest thouglit, conversation, and 
prayer, .until the time for definitive action on them. 

The meeting was adjourned to the second day of the following month. 

At the adjourned meeting, a part of the time of which was spent in prayer, singing and conversa- 
tion, the creed and resolutions, submitted to the former meeting, were read, commented on, and 
unanimously adopted. Near the close of the meeting, the request was made that all who, in view 
of the doctrines and language of the creed, believe themselves to be members of "The Church of 
Peterboro," should give their names to the Secretary of the Meeting. In accordance with this re- 
quest, a number of persons gave their names. 

The creed and resolutions arc as follows ; 



CREED. 

We leam from the Holy Scriptures, which are the only infallible guide in all questions of morality 
and religion, that Cl^ristian and Church relations spring, not from external fellowship and human ar- 
rangements, but from the union of those who are the subjects of such relations with Jesus Christ, who 
is " tho .Head of the body, the Church." — (Col. i. IS ; Eph, iv. 15, Ifl ; Eph. v. 23, 30 ; John iv. 6 ; 
Ist Petar ii. 4, 5, 6 ; Eph, ii. 20 ; Rom. xii. 4, 6 : vii. 4.) Hence we believe, that the Church of 
Christ on earth is composed of all the Christians on earth ; that the Church of Christ in any nation 
is composed of all the Christians in such nation ; and that the Church of Christ in any smaller com- 
munity, even down to a sinffle family, (Rom. xvi. fi ; lat Cor. xvi. 19,) is composed of all the Christ- 
ians in 0uch community. Thus believing, we declare that the Christians of Peterboro and its vicinity 
compose a Church ; and that, following Apostolic usace, we may properly call it " Thk Chubch o» 
Pktbbboro.^ — (The propriety of this name, and also the propriety of declaring that all the Christians 
of a given locality constitute the Church of such locality, are justified by the following and other 
texts : Rom. i. 7 ; 'ist Cor. i. 2 ; Eph. i. 1 ; Phil. i. 1, connected with Phil. iv. 15 ; Col. i. 3 ; in 2d and 
3d Rev., "Church of EphejtUB," &c. &c.) As a consequence of the beliefs which we have expressed, 
we acknowledge ourselves bound — not to vote into our local Church, (for we can neither vote into it 
nor vote out of it,) — but bound to recognise as a member of it every person within our territorial 
liniit^ who affords satiffactory evidence that he is a disciple and friend of Ch'-'"! — and bound too to 
do this, even in the cose of those who do not consent to our thus recognizir. , and even in the 

case of those also who» in tbeir doctrines or practices, or both, are peculiar, uns^- i dl, blameworthy, 
be it to whatever extent it may. Another consequence of the beliefs which we have expreosed is, 
that, whilst we ore to , maintain a strict Church discipline, and to admonish and rebuke each other as 
occasion shall call for such fidelity, we are to deem no persons worthy of being disfollowshipped by 
us but those whom we have ceased to regard as Christians., 



H E S O L V T IONS 



ltd. Rcjolvcii, Thui 

be; Deacons of this Cluirch. 

Resolvc<l, That Samuel Wells of Veirion is ufiectionaiely iiuiteil lo removo into tins com- 
munity, und tliereby become a member of this Churcli ; and tliat, in ilie event of such rt;nioval, he be 
expected to ol]iciate us its Eider or l^isliop, and to assume that sluire in instructing and feeding it 
which is apjiropriate to one whom the Holy Ghost liath made an overseer (Acts xx. liH). 

3d. Resolved, Tiiat, in vicn of the abundant means of Jiving in tliis neighhoi liood, we hope our 
Elder may always be in circurnstancc^s to give hiiiif.elf "continually to pravcr and to the ministry of 
the word" (Actsvi. 4). But, whether pucli >;lmll be his circumstances, or whether he shall be com- 
pelled to "labor, working with hia own hands" (Lit t'or. iv, I'j), we cannot, without guiltily shutting 
our eyes to the glaring evils of the practice of subscribing salaries to preachers of the gospel, promise 
liim a palarv. AVc trust that contributions in money will be made in our place of worship from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath ; and that the Deacons, in their appropriation of these contributions — a part to tliis 
needy disciple and a part to that — a part to one object and a part to another — will pay especial and 
constant regard to the wants of the Elder and his family. 

4th. Resolved, Tfiat the Elder be expected to keep an account of all the contributions, whether in 
moneys or otherwise, which shall bo made to him by hie Church and Congregation ; and that he bo 
ejpecled to make a public and full report thereof, at the expiration of every three months. 

5th. Resolved, That for the edification both of its members and others — for the honoring and 
eatabliahing of the truth — this Church will, as there shall be occasion for it, r-.press its convictions in 
relation to doctrines and practices. 

Cth. Resolved, That a Church of Christ is a company of moral reformers; and, therefore, that a 
Church which rei''uses to engage in tho prosecution of moral reforms, especially those that arc nearest 
at hand and most urgent, ie, however excellent may be the character of indivicluals in it, not a Church 
of Christ. 

7th. Resolved, That sectarianism, guilty as it so clearly is of rending the seamless garment (John 
xix. 23) of the Saviour — of dividing the Church of Christ into mutually warring parlies — oflcarinn; 
asunder those who should esteem themselves to " he one" even as the Father and the Son "are one 
(John ivii. 22) ; guilty also, as it eo cleoxly is, of making the strongest and most successful appeals to 
the pride, bigotry, and intolerance of the heart ; ia, therefore, the mightiest foe on earth to truth and 
reform, to God and man ; and is, in its features and spirit, one of the most marked children of its 
" father, the Devi!." 

8th. Whereas there is a prevailing delusion, that a Union Church requires a surrender of private 
judgment and a compromise of truth ; and that bul for this surrender and coinpromise, the conten- 
tions in such Church would be too great to be endured : Resolved, therefore, That the members of 
a Union or Gospel Church are not only free to entertain their respective views, both of doctrine and 
practice, but are bound to inculcate them on their brethren, and to rebuke the rejection of them ; and 
resolved, further, that whilst, on the one hand, such freedom and faithfulness do not only not engender 
fatal strife, but do actually produce assimilation of character and that true peace which follows purity 
(James iii. 17), the barriers which sectarianism erects do, on the other hand, by hindering the mutual 
access, and fomenting the mutual jealousies, of Christians, obstruct the progress of truth, and main- 
tain an increasing disagreement of sentiments and opposition of spirit between those who are com- 
manded to be "perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1st Cor. i. 
10), and to merge their diversities of character even in oneness itself (John xvii. 21, 22i 23). 

0th. Resolved, That although, as is evident from the 15th chapter of Acts, there are occasions 
which justify the assembling of christians together from different parts of a country, or from differ- 
ent parts of the world, to discuss and decide on questions of religious interest; neveitheless, for a 
local Church to refuse to come into an Association of Churches, is a wise precaution for preserving 
its independence and purity. 

lOlh. Whereas the mob which, in the year 1842, disgraced this commnnity» and which is justly 
supposed to be tho most fruitful cause of the disorders and lawlessness that have subsequently prevailed 
amongst ua, was approved, rather than condemned, by the great majority of our professing christians ; 
Resolved, therefore, That this Church feels itself loudly culed on to declare that mob to have been, 
■what every other mob is, a most flagrant outrage on human and divine laws — on the rights of man 
and thje rights of God. 

lltb. Whereas there are in this community professing christiaiis, as well as other persons, who de- 
fend the use of intoxicating liquors as a drink ; and who also defend the selling of grain to the brewer 
and distiller : Resolved, therefore, That this Church condemns such defences as unscriptural and 
wicked ; and pronounces the selling of such liquors for a drink — tho licensing of the sale of them for 
that purpose — the election of officera who license the sale of them for that purpose — the manufac-tapo 
of such liquors for that purpose — and the furnishing of materials for the manuiacture of them for that 
purpose — to be all parts, one of them as certainly so as another, in that great and horrid work of 
death, which has already destroyed the bodies and souls of millions of our countrymen. 



liltli. Wliereus tliere are profe^aing chriittians amongst us wlio patronize Missionary and other So- 
cieties, which solicit contributions i'rom slaveholdera : Resolved, therefore, That isuch professing 
christians cannot be sinless, unlctis God lias repealed his declaration : " I hate robbery for burnt- 
ofTering." (Isaiah 8.) 

]3th. Whereas there are in this community professin:: christians, us well as others, who vote to fill 
civil (jIHccs with slavehokicrs, and wiih persons wlio wield their oflic-al [)ower in beluilf of the inoit 
murdci-ous and diabolical oppression of millions of Gutl's [)0(ir : lU solved, therefore, That it is the 
duty of tills Church to declare siieh voting to be very guilty treason toward tlic cause of huinanily 
and the cause of God. And whereas the criminality of such \'oting is [)artia!!y, or entirely, hidden to 
many eyes by plausible excuses — such as that, llierc cannot be great sin in voling with ei large party — 
in voling as thousands and millions vote — such as that, the pei'son voted foj-, although on the sid.; of tho 
oppressor, will nevertheless, if elected, accomplish in his olllce more good than evil, and will ^viscly 
conform himself to the maKim whicli requires the securing of "the ijreatest good to the greatest 
number" : Resolved, therefore, That God has left His admonitions — " Thou shalt not follow u multi- 
tude to do evil" (Ex. xxiii. '-i) ; " Though hancl join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished" (I'rov. 
si. 21) — ibr tli-i very purpose of teaching men that they cannot hide tiicmselves and escape from 
lesponsibility in :i cj owd ; and that, in the light of these admonitions and of other Divine instructions, 
the whole, sin of electing a tyrant, or an upholder of tyranny, rests on each of the votes, as well as on 
the sum of the votes, which elect him : And Jlesolved, further. That so long as the maxim should bo, 
not " the greatest good of the greatest number," but '■ the greatest good of tlie whole number ;" and 
so long as Christianity forbids our seeking the good even of a universe, at the expense of the least 
right of the least being in it, — it cannot be proper to clothe a person with official power, when we 
foresee that it will be employed to wrtmg, tnough it may bo, but a single individual, and that too the 
obscurest individual among the millions subject to such power: And Resolved, further. That if tho 
consideration that he will exercise his official power justly toward others of his feliow-tnen, can au- 
thorize us to set up a tyrant over some of them, — then, by the like reasoning, can that tyrant derive 
from the justice of his dealings with some persons a license to be unjust toward others ; then can the 
adulterer, the slaveholder, the murderer, be able to vindicate their adultery, slaveholding, and murder, 
if they can but prove that the harm which they have done to some of their fellow-beings by these 
crimes, ts overbalanced by the benefit wliich, in whatever ways, they have done to others of thcrn. To 
illustrate and justify the positions of this Resolution, we say, that whoever would estimate the meas- 
ure of his own sin against the tens of thousands of slaves in the District of Columbia and in the Terri- 
tory of Florida, for having voted to fill the Office of President of the United States with p tyrant, 
who uses the power of that Office to retain in slavery those lens of thousands, should hold out of view 
every other vote cast for that tyrant except his own, and make his own wholly responsible for tho 
election ; and should, also, hold out of view all, however good or bad, of the official acts and influencoa 
of that tyrant, save only such as bear upon those tens of thousands of slaves. 

14tb. Whereas there is, even amongst professors of religion, a prevailing opinion that it is wrong to 
preach politics on the Sabbath : Resolved, That the correctness of this opinion tui ns wholly on tho 
character of the politics which are preached : for, whilst it is clearly wrong to preach anti-bibio or 
unrighteous politics on the Sabbath, or on any other day, nothing can be clearer than that no day is too 
holy to be used in preaching the politics which are inculcated in the bible. 



To ilu: persons ivho thrirc Htlf from mtjscij' or my (<ih: Juthtr U; Itunl in i'lunlolfc 
River ami Bijftiv,^ Tnivl.'i, in fhc ('oKiilits of Dvlairarr, Ofscn'o. utnl Srhofuirif : 

FELLOW-ClTI'/IiNS : 

Yon have i-ccnntly been infm nuM!, that your above tiik; is liud. IJiit, if Indians arc your only iu- 
forniantH, y<iu .surely nct-d not he un'-'as\ . Iiuiiani^ arc iinfii lo investigaic land titles, and to oxpounii tlie 
laws of <:ivilized conimunilies. T am, however, awaie tliut it i-; strongly su4}iected tluit tliese, who call 
thenihclveri, and theRt; thenibelves, and arm theniKclvetj, like Indians, are disguised wliite persons, llm, 
whilfii. the fact that they are n-hitc \jci-<-,n^, would not prove that thev nre comi>clt:nt to instruct you in 
matters \vhich require extonslve law-leurning ; the fact of tlieir disguise is, of itself, sufticieni leason why 
you should not confide in tliem. They wlio assume a false character, do, by sucli assumption, disentitle 
themselvea to our <'onfidence. Honest men, .'.eeking honest entis by honest means, are o]i(!n and frank, not 
di.-.;>eiubling and masked. From your Indian advisers therefore, be their Indianism genuine or pretended, 
it is niarifestly your duty to turn away. 

I'erhapji, however, you are concerned about the title to your lands, and do, therefore, wish me to give 
you my opinion of it. Now, to tell you the truth — though to tell it may but increase your uneasiness — I 
have never made any, not even the slightest examination of the title whicli my father ae(juired to the landfi 
in question. The great reason 1 have for supposing it to be good, and I have not the least doubt that it is 
perfectly good, is that, nolwitlistanding soine fifty years lia\e passed away since my lather purchased anil 
paid for these lands, I never heard from him ntu- from any other person, that lus title was at all question- 
able. Even the Indian;;, who arc so busy in enlightening you, havi; never so much as hinted to mo that 
this title is b id, or in any wise suspicious. And I would here sa}', that it would have been but civil in ihem 
lo have communicated with me on the subject of the title, before they took up arms against it. I'erhap.s, 
however, they will plead that Indians are not to be governed by the laws and customs of civility. 

I cheerfully admit that, whenever I shall have reason to doubt the title which n^y father obtained, it will 
be my duty to investigate it, 1 do not mean that it will be my duty to investigate it myself — for I am 
not a lawyer. It will not be my duly to get Indians to investigate it — for Indians are not lawycrB. ' But 
it will be my duty to assign the task to men who arc learned in the law. And I add, that if they shall find 
the title to be bad, I will, without the delay and cost of litigation, abandon it, and do all in niy power to 
repair the losses wliich you shall suffer from such faihu'e of title. Bo you ask when, in my judgment, I 
shall have reason to doubt the title !" I answer, that I shall have reason to doubt it whenever either your- 
selves, or your Indian advisers, or any other persons, shall lay before me the written opinion of a lawyer of 
known abdity and integrity, that the title is not good. To expect that 1 shall put myself to the pains and 
expense of inquiring into my land titles, whenever A, B, or C. Tom, Pick, or IlaiTy, shall cia.inor against 
them ; or whenever these titles t;hall encouutcr the violence of a mob, is most unreasonable. For it ia cer- 
tainly not every individual who is competent to jiass upon the merits of a land-title ; and as to moba, they 
prove nothing else than the lawlessness and wickedness of those who compose them. This is the best that 
can )>e said of any mob — be it a mob against abolitionists or against land-owners. 

I trust that you will all admit that the condition on which 1 propose to go to the pains and expense of ex- 
amining the title in question, is perfectly reasonable. I will add to what I have said, that I shall not bo 
displeased to hear that you are getting it examined. I go farther, and invite such examinations ; and I 
assure you, that the more searching and speedy they are, the more I shall like them. If there are defects, 
remediable or irremediable, in any of my father's or my own land titles, I wish them discovered — and dis- 
covered now, rather than hereafter — during my life, rather than after it. I beg that the debts, which some 
of you owe me, may not be suflered to restrain the proposed examinations. Nay, I beg that none of you 
will, because they are indebted to me, feel the least hesitancy in speaking against either my title or myself — 
and in speaking against them, too, as unjustly as it may be in their hearts to do. For I hope that no meas- 
ure of injustice, vmich I should receive at the hands of those who owe me money, would hinder me from 
being just and kind towai'ds them. 

And now, that I have referred to the debts which some of you owe me, I would say, that whoever of you 
is my debtor, and has a doubt of the sufficiency of the title in question, may have six months in which to 
investigate the title, and to confirm, or get rid of, his doubt. During this time, he need, pay me nothing ; 
and of course he will pay me nothing after its expiration, if he shall have come to believe that the title is 
bad. 

I learn that the Indians, who, offering themselves as your legal advisers, should at least be law-abiding 
men, are in fact so lawless as to enter upon my wood-lands, ana destroy and carry away rny timber. This 
is a crime which I have no right to overlook ; and which, I may add, you have no right to . crlook. It is 
your duly, and I trust you wdl admit it, to assist me in detecting, and m visiting with the utmost penalties of 
the law, those who are guilty of this crime. I care not to know who they are that impeach my land titles, or 
conspire against me. For such impeachment and such conspiracy I shall never trouble them. But I do 
atrongly desire to know who they are that, coveting the timber on my lands, deny my title to them, and tfien 
claim the timber as their reward for the bravery of this denial. It is certainly a short way to riches which 
they have discovered, who claim as their own whatever property they may choose to deny the right of 
others to. But, so far from its being an honest way, never was there a scheme of robbery more profligate 
and indecent. Your Indian advisers profess to be actuated by a regard for yourselves. But the liberty 
which they take with my timber — timber which, if not mine, is certamly not theirs — enables you to judge 
of the sincerity and diBintcrcstedness of that regard. 

With warm and unt^batcd desire for your prosperity, I remain your friend, 

GEKRIT SMITH. 

Petebbobo, May 21, 1841. 



[Ivn. P. \Vi£iTTLi:i.i:Y of tluchcsU-r, — 
Dt:A!i Sm — 

The iieiviipiil":''!! inform mo of Uic of Imviiig nitcu of loll on lliu Oqwcro, 

thiiti on tlio Western ji.vrt of Ilio Erits <_';inul : iind tliey, [ili:o, iiif'jnii mo of your public inJvocucy of H I c;in out 
wonder, thtit auch n jilun lIiouKI Iind Mvor ivitii cucii ii man. 

Your QrgunientL! for tin! rhii do not oiirpritc mo. It ia filj thai the arRiiiiu^iH!, for nn iibcurd {jOGition uliould bo 
HQ nbourd, aa Ihu poisilion ilbclf, Ilonce, in ninldnf:: ihcir churaclcr rorrcsjiomi v/iih, luid worthy oi, thti charocter of 
your subject, you fmvc cho\v'ii your imnGo of tho tmitablo, and honored the ■. irdoni, which irj go jn!.l!y ascribed to you, 
I ehall, therefore, oxpo':o the nhaurdily of youi ar^umenlFi, not with any de^jigii ai^ainnt your merited repuiation for 
■wisdom — for, an I have already intimated, thi:i nbi=urdily cervfu to er,l!ihlif-h, rather than lo [.hal.e, ihnt rcputntion : 
but, I ehnU mnlic Iho expoHurc, bcciuf.t, tin th';;ie arpunienln have been pat forth by a wclhlrainyd mind ; and arc, 
henco, in keeping with the plan, udiicli ihey nro intended to rerommend, they go far to denote the character of ihut 
plan. The false reaaoningu of a wine man in favor of n given meaGure arc, by no mcann, vnlaelcfiy, becauGO false. 
Thfeir very falhily givca thern value, innGmuch an it urgueH, and to an extent connncnGurate with Iiii; wiadom, the 
uiiEOundnesa of tlic mea&ure. Tlie emply nrgumenta of Frederick Whitllcney for the proposed diacnminatioii in toUa 
are, becanae of llie Gource wlicnce they come, efiectivc argumenia fifjaiuEt that diGcriniination. If there is a meaBUfe 
in behalf of which the wise cannot ugg Iheir wiiidom, it ia becaufio llio mcacuro \a folly. If Frederick Whitllcoey 
cannot talk and v/rite good ccniit.' in behalf of the project under consideraiion, it munt be becancc the very nature of 
the project forblda it. * 

You contend "against the uee of tho Oswego Canal for the Western trade, on the ground, thai not it, but the Erie, 
was made for that trade. You have bought a cat to kill your rain; and you, now, buy another lo kill your mice. Bui 
the letter proves tho better cat for both purposeij. Nevertheless, you conclude, lhat, inasmuch an she was not bought 
for Buch big pamc, ehc ohall not be permitted to kilt your lala. Untound as is the logic, which leads you to Ihin 
conclunion, it is tlio very lopic by which you forbid tho participation of the Oswego Canal in the Wee;ern tmdc. That 
littlo Canal — that "mere cide-cut" — ds you contempluouely call it, was isot made for big bueinCBo ; and, hence, how-- 
ever competent to do it, it ehal! not do iu 

Another reason, wliy you would not allow any share of the Weclein trade to prefer the Oawego !o the Erio 
Canal, ia that the latter was made at " great expense." You have, doubtlcFS, joined in the public laughter at the 
reluctance of my brother Dutchmen lo give up tlieir old fnsliioned ploughn for hov/evcr great improvements in that 
department of farming; and at the unwillingness of the former navigators of the MiEEiBBippi to esco their clumsy craft 
displaced by the Sieam Boat. NcvcrthcleEs, the chief reabon for the torinciiy in both of these cneea was but the 
oame, as one of the rensong, which prompt you to cling so exclusively to I he Erie Canal. Those old fashioned ploughH 
were made at "great expense !" So, too, lhat clumsy craft! The Erie CannI aleo ! To an unbiassed mind, howcvfep, 
prefetenco in these inalances la to be decided by a comparison of merits. Which ia the better kind of plongh? . Ia Ihe^ 
awlft^ majestic, 8team Boat, or one of ita rudely conatructed and snail-paced prcdeceE£or3, most wdrthy of iTitJ I'SPnlheV' 
of Rivers'?" Is iho Buffalo route more ndvaniQgeous, than the Oswogo, for every portion of the Weatcrn trado? If 
the Dutchman cleave to his old plough, he will, notwithstanding the falncFii of his alluvial lands, see hia Yankee com- 
petitor on the hills, who is leas jealous of innovation, outstrip him in the race for riclies. The former craft of the 
Mluiseippi might have been retained to the cxcluaion of modern improvcmeniB in navigation ; but tho MltslaBippi would 
theroby'bave loat her commerce. So, too, if the Erie Canal is the only Canal in our State, which is allowed a ehare- 
of iho Western trade ; a part, if not indeed, all of that share may thereby bo jeoparded. But, what I have aaid under 
thio laathcod is, perhaps, not all pertinent : — for, whichever bo preferable for the WcEiern trade, the Erie or the Oawogo 
Canal, neither ahould he diaaltowcd to participate in it. 

Another of your positiona is, that to permit Western trade tn paaa on the Oswego Canal " is particularly unjuai 
to Western New- York." You juntifV this position by the fact, lhat the cheaper tha irariEporiation to market of the 

Sroductiona of tho Western Stateu, the greater will be the reduction in the pricco of tho hke productions of Western 
few- York. The frionda of your project arc capecially concerned to havu the compulition of iho wheat of tho Western 
States with tbo wheat of Western Ncw-Yoik as light aa possible. If iho lUrmera of Weatcrn New-York wieh to get 
one dollar ond twenty-five cents a bushel for their wheat delivered in the Ciiy of Now York, it ia very natural for them 
to desire, that the transportation of the wheat of the W^estern Stales to that City Rhculd he go expcnelve, as to make itd 
owners loeerp, if they aell it, any thing short of that price. But Western New- York should remember, lhat the Erio 
CailBl, although made by Ine whole Stute, and for the whole State, has yielded but little benefit to any other part, if 
we except a few Eastern Cities. Its almost exclusive enjoyment of gains from the Erio Canal for a quarter of a 
century enould maWe it willing, that other parts of the Slate have iheir (urn of good from our "Internal Improvements." 
Does the Oflwego Canal render the productions of the Western Stales cheaper to ihc people of our Stale, thati, but 
for that Canal, they would be?— cheaper, too, than the like productions of the Western Canal Counties of our Slate 
have hitherto been afforded? Let this excite no jealousy in those Counties: but, let it he remembered by them, that 
tho consumers in our State are more numerous than the produceiB of the alaptc of those Counties; that its landless ura 
more numerous than ita landowners ; and ils poor more numerous than its rich. In short, let the farmers of the West- 
ern Canal Counties generously bear in mind, that, much as they are themselves interested in (ho maintenance of high 
prices, it is a niajority of tho people of this Slate, lo whom low prices of food, rather than high, ara a blceaing. You 
dsk for a legislation, which ehalf advance the price of breaddtufib in our Stale, when you aek to have the Oswego 
OsDal Interdicted to tho Westetn trade. I am aware, that the Carriers of Buffalo and Rochester ore the jpersons most 
clamorouB for that interdiction. They were tho first to clamor for it They nre the nucleus of the parly fn favor of it. 
But, if not seconded by the wheat-growera of Western New-York, they wonld as soon think of compaaaing any other 
impos^bilily, as of effecting tho proposed didcriminaiion in tolls. I said, that you aak for a legislation, which shall 
advance the price of breadstuffs. And have you never thoaght how great a crime it is to make bread scarce to ihcj 
rtouihs of.Qod'B poor 1 For the Government of our Stcto (o exert its power asninst the poor, and lo make the " staff 
of liiis**'8rill 'raore difflcoU of their obtainment, would be to perpetrate a crime, at the bare tlioughlofperpetralinff which 
itshoul'd shudder, and at Ihe bare thought of oaking it lo perpetrate which you also ahould snudder. Hamamty and 
HMven rc(juire some better reason for shutting up the Oswego Canal against the Western trade than the reason, that 
this Canal eheapens the price of bread in our Slate. And, yet, so it is, as your candor will ndmit, that, but for that 
reason, the partyfor thus shutting up this Canal could not have been rallied. God be praised for the Oswego Canal, 
if the'charffe of Ita enemies, that it makes food cheap, be true. All the evil it can do wilt not overbalance this good. 
There can be no more honorable testimony in behalr of the "Internal ImprovemeniB" of our StatCj than that ihey 
nloka bread plenty and cheap within her borders. 

In reply to niy charge, lhat you would make food dear to the poor, you will, perhaps, eay, that this conseoucnca 
c&n bo avoided by making the discrimination in tolls consist, not in increasing the rates of toO on tlie Oswego Canal, 
but in dioiinisbing them on that part of the Erie Canal, which ia West of Syracuse. I suppose your propoBluon would 
be to remit four ^f^hs of the lolli; on that part of the Eric Canal. I suppose bo, because the other prop<MiUon iu to 
m^ike the Oswego Canal pay five times as high ralca of loll, as the West two hundrfid miles of the Erie Canal. But, 
can you believe, for a moment, lhat our State, heavily laden with debt, as ahe iti, would coneent to suifh an extensive, 
pr, indeed, to any coneidernble, diminution of her income from the Erie Cansl? Slill more dIfBeuU mbst yoii find it to 
b*nes;e»thftt the western Canal Couijtica, which, with few excepiiooa, have had the oxclusivo onjoynicnt of the benefits 
of dia. Erie Canal, can have the impudence to aek, that thi* enjoyment be now followed np with .iho favor of Iheir 
Well oigh ft<e use of tbeir part of that Canal. Do you tell me, that tliV remiasion of lolls will ba on tho Western trftde 



Lilly, .UiJ iiut nil tU.U, wlucli, fur >hiiivi;iii.;ik-i' tj.ilio. I m iy lli.; ll.niic tradi: f A i.uiik,oiit r^ply a, lii.U ihi^ dutiiic 
110(1 fiiiiiiol bo iimintiiiiictl. The imtiic! Hiid the uliow ol ihiu di^liiiclioii 'vould, (juijljllyi,j, bo licjit uji: for lliii hiiavcry, 
!hiil evndcd the diplinclinii ilf.L'lf, would, tor iho very i)ur[ioL'i; of coverioj^ the evu::io[i, bo iiiduiilrirma to l:cep up tho 
iiiime mid tlie dIiow of tlic di'.tiiielioEi. 

Tlio iidvocuteu oi Ihe pro])o;.Gd ilir,cririun;\tioi) in tolb muVa f'liir U\cca for Ihemaclveti, bycayin^j, ihtil Iho^ aro 
\iromiHed to iviiply for il by iheir bcliel', th.it uvieh diiicniniimiioii in indiDiienurible li> prevent the rapid diiniiiuiion of 
inconiti trorn the Eric Caiml. To mul.i- ihu .ippliciUinii, hoiveviir, wliilut tfie jnconic iu iiirreHGinj;, und fact incrcasinij, 
ID, lo i:.\y the lenut, prcimiiure. Biil, i^r lluvt portion iit" tiiir Suite, wiiich io iiioro loud und (Vequoiit, ibun nny oilier, m 
aaliirig ibc St.Uc lo umlt ili.i-ll" dci:per in debt hy furiiier expfnditorua on objerlo ol' "Iiitcrimi Improvement j" and 
v.'hich, niiireovcr, refer:! lo ilic prowiri!; produchvenfi-'j of Uie Erin Ciuiul to reconcile Ihcs pubhc ndnd to the idea of 
tiuch rxociubiuri;'.: for tlmt portion of ilie J:il.ite, I tuy, id unij; 1,0 difi'crent a lune in tho Luioe brenlli, nnd to dwell 00 
dolefully on ilie ill-doinc mitl dnrlicued piojpecto of the Eric Cmial, ig, -crluinly, to liiizard ilo rejmtnlioii for upfightneco 
and tiiicerity. 

TIml Ihc Ci.nnla of our Sliito nhovild, if poiiniblo, be made tn p.ty her unlinppily innurcd debt, ia ndmiltiiil. That, 
providir.g- it can be paid in ihui wiiy, [vnd in no other ; the rule of tolla upon thein eliould Lc ini^reaccd, in titto tidmUlcd. 
Cut, circumstiinceft ure changed ; mid ilie queotion 10, no longer, liow hiyli, but how low, ehall bo the rute of loHa on 
our'Cinnlu, to the cud of iheir bcin/5 rnude inout productive. A dozen yeurs uyo, und we might, nlniodl, have Inrnenled,. 
tliat, for llic aalie of having more imlua 10 charge with tolb, n. moro uerpcnline courue had not been given to the Eric 
CaniiL But, nov/, we would cut acroca ilo henda, and nialie il as phort m poaaibljj. Tiioc wan, thai, we could talk oP 
increasing iho income from iho Erie Canal, by increasing tho raico of ite toll ; und wo could talk go still, had il ncilhcr 
Yireoent, nor proupeciivo, coinpetilion for tho Western Irade- But, now, that Philadelphia fuld Biiliiiaore and NeW 
Orleano aro pulling in their BUong clainia for that trade ; and, now, ibnt the Briliah Government is eparir.^ no esbetlad' 
to draw tho produciiony of tho "Wcalern Siaica down the St, Lawrence; tho extent of income from the Erie Can^Vand 
even from iho Oawego Canal nlao, will, ooL improbably, so fur aa it ahall be affected by the Wealern irudc, bo directly., 
proportioned to iha reduction of their raten of toll. It ia a question, indeed, whether nny, liowcvcr great, reduction .i^r 
thoce rn,tc» will avail to cnnlinuo to ua a large participation in that trade. The people of thiu State must have been 
very blind to what liae, for eaveral ycara, been going on around thein, if they are now studying how tb get a greater 
amount of tolls from i\ given amount of VVeatcrn trade. They miglit, nilhcr, bo deviain;_,' and creatiitg Ticvt tiiirucliODa' 
to that trade. Instead of filling up the Oswego Canal, which, aa rt apeclu the Western irade, you would, virtually, have ' 
Inko placo; it may vet, and ero fong too, be found neccsGnry to enlarge it, if we would eavo oufBelveii from the total 
lo33 of that trade, tf ilie Black River Canal promisea ft cheaper route, than the Oswego, for iho Weottirn trade, II' 
may be found necesBary to hapten the completion of that Canal : and, if the projected Sodua Canal invites us to R slili ■ 
cheaper route; then, to catrh tho prize for which bo many are striving, wo may find it indispensable to build tho Sodaa 
Canal: and, if no Canal shall serve 10 bring that prize williin our grasp; then, it in tiot improbable thai our hope* 
will centre upon the New- York and Erie Rail Road. Nothing ahort of tho prceaure of a heavy debt upon ihc 
resources of our Slate should make ua tiesitale lo reduce the ratea of toll on our Canals one half, or even thrcn fbiirttis.^ 
if.need be to retain for our Buffalo und Rochester and Oawego and Syracuse and Ulica and Troy and Albany and 
Now-Ynrk ihe benefits of a large f-haro of the Wcalern trade. But, whilat that pressure cxiata,.wc must continu'o to , 
imposo a heavy tax on the trade of our own State, even though tho imposition of the like ratea of toll on iho.Wcatorn . 
iTade (for they could not be less on tho latter than on tho former) ohoutd coat ua the uucr loss of the Wwtcrn trade. 
And I would hero remark, that the present great efforlo lo divert the Western trade, in one direction and auoihcrifromL [ 
our Rreat Atlantic emporium furnian another occaaioii for lamenting the ettor of loading our Stale with debt. Wore , 
our StiUe DOW free of debt, wo could do all, thai hbatement in churgca for tho use of our Cauala could do, to win. the . 
swelling commerce of tho West; render il tributary to the growth of our great towns; and, eo fur aa iichcs,are an . 
clemant lo iho publio prosperity, iimke our whole commonwealth surpassingly prosperouB.. To say, tbol, m suchcMc, , 
the 3tale would bo without income from ita Canals, would be to apeak of a lack, which |ho growth of ita great City , 
would alone supply, were her sharo in the Western Irudo to bo a liberal one. The gain, in wealth ancl population, ia , 
oat whole State, consequent on the rppidily, wilh which that City would, in such case, double and treble her inhabitant t . 
would exceed the bencfil to be derived iVom niilliona of lolla. Our State would then experience, in her coniuicrci^l 
ourtchmcDl, how true, aa well as teree, is the remark, thai canals aro made for commerce [uiher lhan for tolle. . , 

We are etrikingly ndmoniahcd, in the present instance, of the power there is in concert and in appctile lo local afiij ' 
sectional interests. The agitation of this question, whether tho Oswego Canal ought not to be clt^aed agalait = 
Weatern trade, began, as I have already said, with the Carriera of ButTnro and Rochester. Possibly, however, somo-' 
of ihe Millers of Black Rock nnd Rochester, who would like to see the Millers of Oswego denied the right of eending lo 
New- York their flour made of Wea'.crn wheat, were not behind thoao Carriers. But, no twi the landing, "Ihey were but a 
handful, who began thia movement; nevftriheless, by awing in concert; by calling ilieir ^livate intercBt a public one; 
nnd by professing lo seek the ndvnntnge of others, when, in fact, they were studying their own ; they have succeeded 
ID giving no little cutroncy lo their scheme. Thousands in Rochester and Buffalo, quick to believe, that what ii'tho' 
interest ofiheirForwardmc Houses is the inlcicst of their Cities, can easily bring incir Cilica to identil^ themteTvcMi 
with questions, which deeply alTecl such Houses. And, nothing, Buiely, is less strange, than ibal the oeijfhbarhoodfl 
of Rochester and Buffalo— than that Monroe, and Erie, and other Coumies — ahould nympaihize with those Citiea; 
take their lone from them; and eapouso ihcir aide of a question. Now, tho feeling, with wJiich tho Carriers ot, 
Rochester and BuSlilo have pervaded a considerable part of Weatorn New-York, may, perhapa, run all along the Eiia. 
Canal region 10 Syracuse. Something of it may travel aa farasTroj; and Albany and Now-Vork, waking up theio to, 
their own inlereetn the partners of these Carriers, and the Commisqion Merchants of certain Millcra; and cDliatiDf 
huDdred« of others in Ihote Cities, who ore, personally, concerned in tho property and business of Rochoater at^fl. 
Buffalo. Still, it will be found true, that, however wide this feeling may yet spread, it had its little ougia—liiUe, aunt 
omphallcally, in spirit, as well ns space — in the covotouenees of the handful, to whom I have asci ibcd it. It will alio be 
found, that it was indebted for ile progress, roattily to the covering over of tirivale purposes withprofesaions oribepubjic' 
good. In adverting, qb I have done, to (he fact, that the Carriera of Buffalo and Rochester, already iDposaesawii of, 
four fifths of tho New- York State share of tho Weslern trade, covet the other fiiUi, out pf which the Carrier* of Oswego' 
get their scanty living ; I am far from meaning to say, thai they make any uncommon, or peculiarly guilty, exhibition 
ofsolfishneas. Fiom the lime, that Ahnb, though already Burfeited with riches, faslcried hia greedy eye on tlm' little 
pOBBeaaion of his poor neighbor Nuboih, there have been no illuBirations of any pnaaion of the human heo'rt 'mote 
numerous than 9f its uovetaoBnem. The eoviouB dispoBltioii, that cannot rest, until tho little xilla orhuaiDaas,-whictk' 
keep alive the bumble village ofOawego, are turned into the commercial Boods of Buffalo rmd Rochester, is adiiipD«itiojiT~ 
which, hateful as it is, hoi vexed the breitstn of men in every age and every land. Tho jealousy, whiui, looking Xbrih. 
from the large and thriving townu, and rich wavjng 6elcKi, mat adorn tho almost malchlessiy fertile banks of the. 
Western half of the Erie Canal, sighs, that it« crowd of boats doe» not also iorJude the sotilary ones, which, at Jong' 
inteivala, disturb the slagoaDt waters of th6 Canal, that crosses Uie sterile County of Oswego, is a "^roenHnrea- 
monster," belonging to a very numerous race. I, again, disclaim the belief, that the Carriers of Rocneitec o^id Bi^&iflr 
nr« pectilintly imperfect mcD-. and I, cheerfully, edmit too, that there iB not more selfishaesB to be appealed' to ji^ 
Weatern New- York, than in other parts of our State. The like temptation elsewhere would produce the Ulta revelation. 
ofcharactRr. We are all proud of our Roehealerand Buffalo. Wo rejoice in their magnitude: and, when, we fadve. 
done, until the lost few weeks, during which time they hare felt interested in calling the public attentiaQ.to lt)e deep- 
poverty, that has come upon them so nuddenly and mysterioualy — when, I say, we have read in thojr newopapcpV'of iba 
erection of soveral hundred buildings in ^nchofthogo Cities, the lastyear, wo have rejoiced in their continuing prosperity 
and growth. Wo admit too, that in their dealgns upon tittle, poverty-stricken, Oswego, these large and wealth-nboiiading 
to^is can plead Scripture for their justificatiun. " For whoscever hath lo him shall be ^'veti, and he shtklt have tv^ore 
abondahce: but, whosoever hnth not, from him shall bo taken away even that he hath." Oswego deserves (o W 
devoured by big Rochester and big Buffalo, because ahe is so liille— by rich Rochesiter and rich Buffalo, because she 
«o poor. FolkBtind places have DO right to bo little and poor; and, If they presume to be, they ehall be pantshed fisr if 
Wo ace, by Uto way, that the letter of the Bible can be quoted in behalf of things, which are very opposite to ita iipiriL 

The vcheme you advocate will be promptly coodemned by our Legialature. Wise and disinterested boflica will 
Moat it fromtiieOL For.it is ascheme, to thegtortng iDjusiice of which none can be bUnd, bat ihase, whoae saGSstv or 
vrhMe local and ttectional spiril it haa enlisted. Ant] sJiotild our State ever be so unfortunate, as to have a l/cgiVlBltii:*^ 



iniymcliciililu iiiul viiuLVniiiii^'. 

I Day, in llio iiriitpUmc;, llmt it m .Jiikl uu imprficliciblu. Yon, ofcuvif.L', lio nut iiiicml, ihuttliu iirmliicliDiin of Hl Law- 
rcnct!, JctftirEiimniul Ouvvl-rd Coniilit'L', which fiml then- -vay to inai-lrul on iho Oawcf^o Caiiiil, .ihuiihl bii c!ii'.r{,':il with tho 



ohoulti bu lliiiQ burdeiifih Tlii:ri: i<\ loo, [ho Miliur of Ulica, or I'ruy, who han [lurchiifjuil li;ii ihoiiuaiul buuliuiLiof whcai 'ii; 
Ohiu find who wimid bnay it lo hin niih through Ouwcjjo — 1 can hurdiy behove, that you wouhi hnvc him, a cilizc.i ot" 
your'own SliHe, and ihe owntT of till! property, coni|)clU:d to pay cpiiiiHiplu inllu on a Canal ofhio own Stale. Out, 
would it not bii found innic)s.',ibhi lo prci-uTvo a d i u I i notion belweiiii Uie jiropL-rly oftho peoplo of your own Slato anu tho 
property of :ho people ot olln:r HKiier,? To jir.'fci ve it, yoM would reipnru Hoaida of Inquiailoro, pn iiumcrouo and an 
odioui', (lu ihoBe, which ilhiftrnieil ihu folly, initiulici:, ami nrndnci^j of bytjone liniei'. One of ilio dutieu of one of Iheno 
lio.irdu u'ould ba to flisiinfrni'.h belweeii the flour, whicii an Odwe{;o MiWta [niikeri IVom Wcntern wheat, and that, -which 
he makt^u from wlieal of hn; own Slate. Who can doubt, that every Iranii v^onlit he practi'jcd lo ehide a di3lini;tion, 
(.ought to be made !br purpo^'n eo unjuui and hateful? Who can but fear, that biicli agyrcuuion on natural rljjhlu miyht 
cxaupcratu l!ie uufierern to ret,ort even to bloody violence? 

I Hay, in the uccond place, that your tclu'inc wovihl bo iinavailinij. No cooncr wnuM it be adopted, than iho Weaicrn 
SlalcB, (Obtly iiuiiynaiit, wouhl retidiaio upon it with counteracling lacaBurej. No Looner woiihl it be adopted, than tho 
Eritieh Government would heeitatc al no L-acrifice lo iiicreafce the buLineu'j of Ihc Welland Canal, and to attract iho 
Weslern trade lo Moatreiil. And, uo ii mi{jhl turn out, between the countervailing meai-ureu of ilio Britiuh Govern- 
ment on the otm hand, and thoec of ihi- Wet-tern Blatea on llie other, ihal the m-heine, ^;cit up to rob OswegR ofli^r lilllo 
uhnre cf the Weaicrn trade, and lo add it to tlie great ono alieady enjoyed by Biitlatti and Rocbeelcr, YcBuitcd m tfio 
liJsin^r, inetcad oftho increatiinfj, of ivhai tliose coveloua CilieB had. And bo, too, it niifjht turn out, ihi-ough the lorco 
of these cQUBoo, that thia ochpme, i^ol up, n:t io moot probabU', for tho further purposjc ol diDpooinfr of the competition of 
Iho Oaivcgo Mills, rceullcd in Ireuh advnntugCQ lo ihoae Millu, and in loGeea and long fuceu to llie Millcro of Black Rock 
and ilocheelcr, 

I obaer^c, thai ihe friends of your project, with the view of prejudieinir the public mind ngaintjt the Ouwego routOr 
dligmnlizc ihc Wcllaiid Canal aa an " Alien Canal." But, it Dtriken nie, that, whilal the objeclioii lo using an " Aliea 
Canal" is altogether groundlees and fancilul; tho converflion ofyoui own American brothers into Alienc — your treat- 
ment of ihcni, as if they were Aliens — iu deeply reprelienaihlc. And dooa not the difitinclion, which your project would 
have made between the intc-epla of the people of thia Stale and of the people of the Stalcii Wci.1 of it, amount to uuch a 
converaion? 

Legiatalionby a Slate for the countervailinfj and deatruclion of the natural advantapea of any section ofit, ia an' 
cliormouKly uniuai, and palpably unconstilulional. invasion of natural righla. If the people of the hill-top would avail 
ihcmftlveB of llicip better cite for giinding their corn by wind ; and tho dwellern in tho valley would uso their water to 
grind theirs; let each party be left undiilurbed in their rccpcctive advantage and preference : and, if tho npirit of monop- . 
oly ahail, on the one hand, dcinanil ihai the water-mill he slopped, or, on the other, that the ■wind-mill be ; let not the 
low-miiliing power, nor any other power, conaent to gratify it. If Ihc Oowcgo valley prcaenls one of tho natural routea 
for tho Weritern trade, the Legifiatarc linu no more right to shut out that trade from it, than to cut ofi'tho lega and arms 
oftho men, who inhabit it. Those men have aa good a right to tho natural ad vantages of their location, aa they havo 
to the limbo, wilh which they were born. You will eay, however, tiiat it in not proposed lo ahut il out, nbcolutely. To . 
thia I reply, that to ahut it out in 'he very object — ihc tolo object — oftho agitation, to which you have eo conapicuouely 
and eflcctively coniribuied. Were tho agilalora to get tho raleaol loll on tho Oswego Canal multiplied, not five only, 
but even ten, or twenty fold; if, ncvcrllielepa, Wer.tcrn trade alionld aeek that route, ihey would have como short of their 
objecl — they would have accomplished nothing of ihat, on which their hcaria ore act. They would alill " aec Mordecai 
tho Jew silling al the king's oalc," Again, you will, perhapa, say, that the Oswego Canal belongs to tho whole State, 
ar.tl not to tho pcopleof ihc Oswego valley. Admitleil. But, it belongs to the Stale, not for the purposo of destroying,- 
bul improving, ihc natural advantages of the valley — not to be Bhut up, but to bo uacd. Tho State naa no more ri^ht 
to bhut up thai Canal, as you, in efl'eci, would have il do ao far aa respectn the Weatern trade, than it has to build a higlt 
and itnmovnbly strong wall acrofia ihe whole width of it. Another of j^our defences, perhaps, will bo to any, that tne 
Slate IB not bound lo keep open its Canal in the Oswego valley, especially since it finds thia Canal to be a t'.val to its 
far more important anu c-tpensivo Canal. Admit it. Let tho Government abandon thu Oswego Canal, and fill it up 
too. All, that is claimed, if, that, if Government will not have a Canal of its own there, it shall not hinder iho inhabi- 
tants of the Oswego volley from building one there. It is not denied — al leaat, not an thia place, that Government hoo 
the right to appropriate, pay fcr, am! build a mill on, the only mill-eite in a given village. But, it is denied, that, 
having done ao, it may lock up the mill, forbid ite being uaed, and retain the sile. A Turnpike Company apprehend, 
that there is ft raoro favorable roulc for travel than that, on which ihey have built their road. They, accordingly, get a 
charier for a road on this more favorable route. They build it; and iheuj to compel all tho travel to take the former 
road, they forbid the ugo of the latter. They havo as much right to do thie, as the Stale haa to forbid tho use oftho 
Oitwego Canal, and thereby prevent diversion from the Erir Canal. 

It ia not claimed, that Government is bound to improve the natural advantages of the Oswego valley. All, that ia 
claimed, is, that it shall not forbid their being improved. Now, for Government to build a Canalin the Oswego valley, 
and impose rates of toll on it, so high, aa to prevent its being used, would be, in effect, to say, that (hero shall be no 
canni there ; and that the natural auvanlages for having one ihero shall not bo improved. It would bo to perpetrate a 
barefaced and monstrous violation of natural rights — a violation, which no Constitution can so far surmount natural 
rights, as to sanction. 

In fine, it ia contended, in view cf iho principles, which 80 obviously govern such caaee, that, whenever tho State 
shall impose discriminating or prohibitory duties (they are the same thing,) on one of its canals ; the so doing is to be 
construed as an abandonment of that canal— as a surrender ofit by the State to tho people oftho section, through, 
which it pasBCB. Let the Oswego Canal bo thus surrendered lo tho people of Onondaga and Oswego Counliee. If 
lhat people will not take the Canal, and keep ilin repair; then let it go to ruin, and let them not complain of the State: 
for, surely, it would be unreasonnblo to require the State, afler it had decided it to be unprofitable to do so, to retain iha 
Canal any longer as the properly of the State, and to keep it in repair. 

Tho friends of your project will meet with a eignal disappointment. Nevcrthelesfl, they will havo done great 
harm. It ia ornnspeokablo moment to the prosperity and happiness of a people, that they havo confidence in the 
MOiitude and impartiality of their Government. The emphatic veto of the Legislature on your immeaBur[»b!y unjoat 
project will, indeed, tend to preserve that confidence ; but, it would havo been more full, and more difiicuh to aliakc, had 
It been seen, that no portion of our citizens could hope for — could believe possible — such flagrant wrong, at the hands of 
its Government, The bare supposition, lhat Government can bo treasonable toward the nchts and mteiests of a part 
of its subjects, goes to sully its purily, and cast suspicion on its integrity. That a ctime, so tieinous, is not suppouible, 
ia a most touching and beautiful reason, why an ancient nation did not enact a law again:;! parricide. It would have 
been more tor the honor of our Government, as well aa more for the confidence oftho peoplo in it, had no portion of 
them thought it possible for the Government to make itself guilty of iho partial and unjust legislation, which tho delu- 
sions of a Beciicnal and local spirit, and tho greediness and phrensy of avarice, are now calling for. 

It mast, also, be remembered, that, in this countrv, the peoplo arc identical wilh the Government. Therefore, If 
Government should inctcaeo the rates of toll on the Oawego Canal, tho people of Onondaga and Oswego Counties 
would feel, that it waa their fellow citizens — tho other people of tha State — who had dono them thia grievous wrong. 
And Iho Ciliea of Troy, Albany, and New- York, especially iniereeted, aa they are, in the frceesl and fullest uso of iho 
Oswego Canal, would, very naturally and justly, chnrgo the measure, which jeopards and diminishes, if it does not 
certainly and entirely dcairoy, n vital portion of their ttaae, on their own fellow citizens — on their own brethren of iheir 
own Stale. Whai heart-burninga, jealousies, and bitter hatreds, would, in tho event of iho adoption of your project, 
-exist between diflbrant portions oftho people of our State, is more easily imagined than described. 

Respectfully yours, 

GERRIT SMITH. 




Ti> ihosv Minister!^ hi ihv Couuiy of jlladhoii, ivlto refuse to p/'cac/t ^writict; 



Bear ^vitll me. U ja not to annoy you — it hi nnt tor any unworthy jjuvpose — tiittt I so often 
'ipi.vik to you, iiiitl u])e:iU of you. It ia af^ain to (jntreat you to preach politicH, that I come to you. 
My conviction, tliat the continued onslaveinent of mihionsj in tliis Nation, is because its religious 
teachertj will not preach politicy, his lost none of itH .strength and em-neritney3, since I firat began, and 
that was yearK ago, to urge you to jjreuch iiolitics, ^ly conviction, that this refusal to preach politics 
does, more than .luglii cho, peril our country, and threaten its utter ruin, is etill among the deep and 
immovable convictiona of my breaat. 

You will, perhaps, tell me, that it is useless to jneacli ])olitlcH — that the exi)crinient has been 
mitdu, ai:d made uiisuccet^^fully. You will, i)erlinp3, tell me, that I have myself preached politica, 
all ever this County ; and that, iicvcrt!ieIc;iH, li\e .sixtlm of its vijter;; are willing to vote for alavc- 
holders — for buyera and acUera of their fellov/ men. But, you tiliould remember, that I am but a 
layman ; and that buc!i is public opinion ami the Btato of iiociety, that, when a layman turns religioUH 
teacher, he carries with Inm but little of tht inilucneo, and none of the authority, accorded to an 
appointed and ordained minister of the gosjie!. You .shouhl reineuiber too, that you have arrayed 
yourselvea againat me, and done what you could to render odious, ridicidouy, and vain, my poor 
attempts to supply your place, and preach t!io politico, which you should preach. >So far from giving 
me your countenance, most of you vote for Hlaveliolders. Alas, that you, who profess to be ambas- 
aadora of the Savior, should bo guilty of putting the reins of Go\ ernmcnt into the hands of oppressors 
of the Savior's ])oor ' You would not vote for Hheep-thieve;;, comparatively petty, as you would 
ycuraelveB call their crime, were one man to steal your children, and another yovir sheep: — how, 
then, can you iuatify your votes for nien-thievcs f You answer me, that, whilst the sheep-thief is 
dcspi:ied, the sla^'cholder is respectable. I frankly admit, that he is respectable : and, with equal 
fronkocss, you aliould admit, that he would not be, if he had his due ; and that they, who, by their 
votes, or otherwise, contribute to his reypcctability, take upon themselves a fearful responsibility. 
Have you never thought, that slavery cannot come to a l)loodles^^ termination, until the slaveholder 
has ceased to be reapectablo? This iy as true, as that adultery will continue to abound, so long as 
the adulterer is respectable, and welcome to the most influential circles. There ia a Janus-faced 
political party in this Nation, which, whilst at tlic iSouth, as openly and Ijoastfully proslavery a.s its 
rival, profes.ses, at the North, to be antis!aver\' : and tluy profession it makes, in the face of the fact, 
that what the election of a slaveholder, and the very prince of slaveholder.s. to the highest office in 
the gift of the people can do to make slavchold'.ng respectable, it has just been stri^'ing, with all its 
might, to do. 

You well know what " to preach politics" means, in my use of the phrase. The phra.se is not 
original with myself. It has, for years, been customary to charge the few ministers, who are faith- 
ful enough to remind their hearers, by allusions however brief and itjdircct, of the antislavcry politics 
of tho Bible, with preaching politics. I wished to justify and honor those ministers : and, hence, I 
was willing to have my own mculcation of the politics of the Bible pass undor the very same name, 
which was given to reproach theirs. Y'ou well know, that the charges of my playing tlic electioneer- 
ing politicEu partisan, when I preach politics, are as false and wicked, as they are frequent. You 
well know, how unfounded is the declaration, that it would be as proper to preach any other politics, 
as those I preach. You well know, that the ])olitics I preach are the politics of the Bible — the politics, 
■which declare, that "He that ruleth over men must be just," and not ihc most dagrant of robbers; 
that the ruler "is the minister of God," and not the servant of the Devil; — politics, which make it 
the duty of Civil Government, not to create and uphold the most grinding and bloody system of 
oppresmon, but to "Execute judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of tho hand of 
toe oppressor." You well know too, that the politics of this Nation — the politic» of its great political 
parties — ^the politics, which bind and beat and bruise the poor — are as unlike the politics of the Bible, 
as darkneBa is unlike light, as Hell is unlike Heaven. You well know too, that, in my preaching of 
politics, I present not the claims of any political party ; make no appeals to selfishness ; throw out no 
oaits to ambition or avarice : but read what God says of Civil Government and the Civil Ruler, and 
argue, that Civil Governments and Civil Rulers should, in every age, conform to God's plain reqiure- 
riionts of them. 

One of your escuses for not preaching politics is, that political action is not tho best means for 
OVtirtht^>wing alavery. But, whetner it be the best or poorest means to this end, or even no means 
ht all, affects not the question of your duty to exhort your hearers to substitute the politics of the 
Bible for their unrighteous and oppressive politics. And, whether if men choose, as the Bible requires, 
*»jittit" rulers, or rtifers who withhold wages, whip women, and steal babies, slavery does or does not 
dodore, the obligation to choose "just" rulers remains unimpaired and absolute. 

Iti what other way, however, than by political action, can American slavery bo overthrown ? Moral 
sduioQ iBr indeedf indi8{>ensable to tho antislavery cause: but it is so, mainly because of the political 
tictioOt which is its legitimate result. Water is mdispensable to the mill -, and so is human strength 
lo Uie well doing of the young com : but water, without the wheel oil which to fall ; and human 
•te«bgth| without the hoe in human hands, can no more cause the mill to move^ or the com to grow, 
th«D inere moral suasion can abolish slavery. The political action in the one case» and the wheel 
isnd Uie hoe in the others, are equally needful to §ive effect to the motive power : — and to divorce 
moral loduence from the political action, in which it naturally results, is quite as absurd, as would bo 
Ihe bxperiment to make the mill turn by turning the water away from it, or the com to grow by 
CMting away the hoe. 



Tin; -I;iv<-rs-, -.vliirli Con-n- , has, iUni tuo in p;iip;il .|r \ ii.i.itiuu -M'tlic Cuir.titu.iuii, aiitliuri.-.ijd 
ill ilir i)i-.Iricl of (.'nliiiiil.in.'in our Tcrritoric.'i, and iiiKicr ihc Natiunal hi. i.iaiiifcMly, a ^]!av«:iy, 

which ihi; %\ln>lt. Aiiirricaa ]K:<i[iIe arc IjoiiikI to overthrow; am! liuw tiiim l»y i>f)lilif;il action, 

i.luill they ovrrth "ow it f [low ton !,lKtll t\ic people oi" V'jryiiiia aiul Gcocgiii aboIi'Ji Virginia and 
(Jcor^'ia .ihivcr), Ijiit Ijy political action '. 

I am not forgetlul of your acruplca ugainst cm ploy in j,' political power for tliu euhvcraiou of 
shivery. Bill you inuyt pardon my hick of rei,ptjct for them. That jMr. Garrison, who Kcorns all 
jiolitical action under a (.iovcrnmcni, which takes life, should hcorn it, even for the deliverance of the 
-shive, is consistent. But, that those of j'ou, who pollute your souU, by t^jtiiii^ up alavery, should 
exprOHH doubts of your right io vole it down; that those of you, who ore guilty of voting the power 
of the Nation into the hanrla of f;laveIiolders, should question your right to vole it out of their Imnds, 
i4 a trial of cur patience, which, should it provoke us to call you hard names, would be justly charge- 
able with at leabl ninety-nine hundredths of the blame of those names. 

I mii'it again i)au.se to expro.s.s my amazement and sorrow, that ministers and christianft vote for 
jjlaveholders, jVIinialer.s of the gohpel voting for slavoholders, when otiuu" niint.stera of the gospel arc 
.4!uit up in iState Prisons for six, twelve, fifteen years, charged witli no other offence than the humanity 
of helping poor alavcH out oi' the clutches of slavcholderw ! Chi'Istians voting for slaveholder3, when 
:)lavcholder.4 arc, every day, buying and selling christians I AVcil may we exclaim ; 

" O judgment, thou art fled lo brutibh bi!a(.Ui, 
And men have lost their rcobon !" 

I know, that you would raliier say, that it \h the abolitionists, who are bereft of reason. It is but a 
few weeks, since a highly respectable minister of the gospel, whom, " from my youth up,'' I have 
known and honored and loved, told a friend of mine, thai, on vhe subject of shivery, i am insane ; and 
he added, as if to abate the wonder of my friend, that insanity runs in my family. The sanity of this 
minister has turned him against the " Niggers." My insanity has turned me toward them. The 
" Niggers," if no others, will decide, that, here is one ease, in which it is better to be insane than sane. 

A conimon complaint against my preaching poIiticH is, that 1 am unauthorized and unfit to be a 
religious tcaclier. But, does not your omission to preach politics excuse, to some extoit, well meaning 
attempts to supply it, be those attempts however imperfect or blundering or unauthorized ? And have 
I not often told you, that I should cease from such attempts, as soon as you, who are competent to it, 
thall enter upon the work of preaching politics ? 

Some of you will admit, that it might not be amiss for me to preach poHtics on anv other day 
than the Sabbath. But, here, is a point, which I cannot, dare not yield- Uhe Bible is full of politics, 
and its polities, as well as its other instructions, arc entitled to be preached on the Sabbath. One part 
of tlie Bible is as holy as another. Every part of it is as holy, as the Sabbath : and il is, consequently, 
no desecration of the Sabbath to use it for publishing any of the truths of the Bible. Therefore, to 
yield the point, .that it is proper to preach politics on the Sabbath, is what I cannot, so long as I 
remain a believer in the whole Bible, and in tho equal sacredneas of all its parts. To yield this point 
would be to fall in with the popular notion, that all politics are corrupt — that one kind is morally no 
better than another — and that, because it would bo unseemly and revolting to teach the politics of 
the Democratic or Whig party on the Sabbath, no other kind of politics, not even the poUtica of the 
Bible, should be taught on that day. 

But, after all, is there tho most perfect sincerity in your demonstrations of horror at my preach- 
ing of politics ? I never hear any of you complain, that tho New England ministers preached politics 
on the Sabbath, in the Revolutionary war. Nevertheless, the politics, which they preached, were 
bloody politics ; and the oppression, against which those politics were arrayed, was simply an un- 
righteous money tax. On the other hand, the politics, which the abolitionist preaches, are bloodless 
and peaceful — though the form of oppression, which they are intended to overthrow, is as cruel and 
horrible, as any, that ever aroused tne revenge of the human heart. I ask again, whether you arc 
perfectly sincere ; — for I have never known you complain even of those New England mmisters, 
who, on Sunday, as well as other days, went upon the very battle field to preach and pray their 
bloody politics. The only preaching of politics, of which I hear you complain, is that of which your 
Clay and Polk-voting hearers and supporters complain. 

It will soon be two years, since I attempted, in the presence of a great audience, in the County 
of Onondaga, to vindicate the use, which I make of the Sabbath, in behalf of the enslaved and crushed 
millions of my countrymen. How far I succeeded, or how far the ministers of the gospel, who 
confronted me, succeeded, is left to others to judge. I now propose, that an opportunity De given 
to the people of the County of Madison to hear arguments fov and against such use ; and that, to 
this end, numerous Eneetings be held in the County. 

I would, indeed, that you might all, ere the proposed meetings, be persuaded, that it is your duty 
to preach politics, and to preach them on the Saboath as welt as on other days. I would, indeed, 
that, instead of opposing me in thoi>o meetings, you might all take my side, or, rather, take my place 
in them, and inculcate on your fellow citizens the duty of casting their votes for deliverers, not op- 
pressors, of the poor — for friends, not enemies of impartial aud universal liberty. It is not, however, 
to be expected, that you will all have the integrity and courage and self-deniu to perform that duty, 
which to perform requires far more of integrity, coiirage, and self-denial, than is required in the per- 
formance of any other of the duties of tho ministers of the gospel in this nation. It costs but little 
to sneer at and denounce the preachers of poHtics ; to call them tramplers on the Sabbath and Infidels. 
But, it will cost you a great deal to turn preachers of politics yourselves. Ere you can make up your 
minds to preach politics, and to tell your hearers not to vote for the robbers of the poor and the 
trafficker? in human flesh ; you must, of courao, make up your minds to be persecuted — to be de- 
prived of your salaries — and to be driven from your pulptts. Who of you could have retained MS 



hl.ico ;tlul iii<-:ui', ul' Mih ■[',[<. ucv. luui hr, i;i-,t Aiiliitiin. Iif.-n ln.ur'.L fiioiigii ami ruuni^.-nu'i ^ uuii^li ta 
■„iy tu lii-i iiL-<)|-h;: ■* nut lui Clii3-~-\ i-U; nut tor Tlu-y an; iioi fit i'ur civil nili;iM, wlio 

live on iUii coLTC'd ;ni(l iiiirccniilud tuit of tlu-ir poor, lasliud, anu l)[i.'f(Un;;, and !)r*il;ci-. lieartctl, iiistcr.i 
aiici ijrotlR-rs. 'I'lu:;' ;t''t3 iiioii;,tt;r;; ul' inliumanitj', who h,tj!l brother frum :(i;iter — patent iVoin child — 
hii'iband iVoiii ^vilb,■' 

The duty oi" the teacher of religioii, ay in inanilo:.t in the practice of both (jrophctii and npostlea, 
ia to preach those trutiia to hi:i people, which they are lea-st willing to hear. Do they liute 'J'eiu- 
periince ? Then is he, both "in iieason and out of season," to e;et tlie cloimsj of Temperance before 
iheiii. J.i Adultery their bchctting sin ? Then i.s the Seventli Coniinandnient, more tiian any other, 
to be pressed upon their consciences. But, do we not know, that the American j>eople, in all the 
length and breadth of the land, are mad upon their political idols ? — and that Churches and Congre- 
gations, which would bear the most pointed rebukes of their other sinw, would gnash their teeth upon 
their pastors, should thoiiC pastors deal faithfully and plainly with them, in respect to these idoly ? 
Pastorii of the proslavery Churches of the County of j\Ia<Iison ! — are you hajipy in tlie thought, that 
yourH arc gentle lempered Clmrches ? Let me tell you, that you have never most eflectually tried 
their temper; and that you never will have done so, until you have arraigned their votes for Clay 
and Polk, or some other of their blood-red political crimes against God and man. When you have 
been thus bold and faithfuh you will learn, tliat many professing ciiristians, wlio sleep sweetl}', whilst 
you "sew pillows to their arm-holed," wake uj) in wratii, as soon as yoti begin to tear away those 
"pillows." I wish the experiment could be made on sonu; of the proslavery religionists of this 
County. I wish, that some of tlie proslavery ministers of this County could, for once, be so forgetful 
of the counsels of prudence, as to make the experiment. 

1 seldom hear a minister speak of his liaving dealt }>lainly and honestly with his people, that I 
am not, mOre or loss, inclined to ask him: "But have you diired to preach politics to them?" By 
this most searching test of ministerial fidelity in this land have I. at once, desired to try hitn. Jolm 
might have boasted, that, by his plain and faithful preaching, he brought Ilcrod to do " many things." 
But, had ho forborne *o press upon Herod that one thing, the pressing of which cost him his head ; 
he might, indeed, have saved his head, but he niight, too, have lost his soul. So the minister of the 
gospel in this County who deals, be it ever so closely, with his people, in resiwct to every other of 
their sins; — if, nevertheless, he slides over that, which is the greatest sin of this Nation — the sin of 
choosing oppressors and the apologists of oppressors for rulers — entitles himself to the reward, not 
of a faiUiful, but of a traitorous, religious teacher. 

Oh that every minister in this County would, the present Summer, preach, were it only ono 
honest sermon on politics — a sermon, showing how widely tlie politics of God in the Bible differ 
from the politics of the Devil in our country — a sermon, showing what a crime against humanity and 
religion it is to cling to the M hig, or Democratic, or any other proslavery party, be it in Church or 
State. The County of Madison would thereby be influenced to take her stand, at the approaching 
Election, by the side of tho slave : — other Counties would quickly follow her example : — and bat little 
time would pass away, ere Liberty would be proclaimed "throughout all the land to all the inhab- 
itants thereof." 

That there majr be no lack of Lime to dilFuse the notice of the proposed meetings, and that they 
may not interfere with the urgent claims of the harvest field, it is thought proper to defer them until 
September. They will, with the Divine permi'fsion, be held as follows : 



At Bailey's Corners, Brookfield, Tuesday, Sepi 

Hamilton Village, Wednesday, " a 

Baptist Church, Lebanon, Thursday, " 4 

Slab City, Georgetown, Friday, " 5 

Erieville, - - Saturday, " 0 



At Log City, - - Tuesday, Sept. 9 

Madison Village, - Wednesday, " 10 

Munnsville, - - Thursday, " 11 

Cazenovia, - - Friday, " 12 

De Ruyter, - - Saturday, " 13 



^he following day, viz. Sunday, 14th September, I expect to preach politics in Homer, Cortland 
Co. The morning exercises to begin at 1-2 past 10.) 
At Baptist Church, Fenner, Tuesday, Sept. 10 I At Canastota, - - Thursday, Sept. 18 
Chittenango, - Wednesday, '* 17 j Peterboro, - - Saturday, " 20 

All tho meetings in Madison Co. to begin at 1 P. M. 

At each of the meetings to be held in this County I shall be happy to meet in discussion such 
person, as my opponents may aelact for this purpose. It is immaterial to me, whether tho question 
for discussion be: "Is it right to preach on tne Sabbath such politics, as Gerrit Smith preaches on 
thatday?" or: "Isitrightto preach the politics of the Bible on the Sabbath T" I say, that I have 
no choice between these questions; and I say so, for the simple reason, that tho pofitice, which I 
preach on the Sabbath, are identical with the politics of the Bible. 

Respt'ctfully yours, 

GERRIT SMITH. 

Fetebbobo, July !5th, 1845. 

P. S. It is proper to say, that should I, by reason of the bodily infirmities, which now confine 
me to my home, or from some other cause, be prevented from attending any of the proposed meetings, 
ray place will be euppHed by another and abler advocate of the duty of preaching politics. 



ai!SF.Fi' snri'E's seply to coloivisb crrizyKa of a lb an i'. 



PKrERnouo, March X3, 18iG. 

feszrs. WiU-iAfii Ricu, Jameo HcNDrnaoN, Fhahciu IjIppihd, Jouh Wlnoali,, GiiAs. S. Mortoh, IticiiAiiD Trioiii'- 
HOH, ■VVii-i.ur.i H. Tofi>: 

Your letter iu received. You oic incmbLTo cf u Slato Ccnlrnl Cnmniittec, vifhoae object 
1 to res'.orc the right of ouffrape la ilui colorcil pucplo oftUiu KtatL-: an J, fjr nu I am acquainicil with you, you arc 
onrceSvcti of ihio dcGcripiioii oi' people. 

Your tloqutint and afTeclint; IliUct cpreado out your vicwo of my tliUy in rCGpcct lo the Convention fur rcvicing 
no Conotitutiun of thic State. Pasjiaf; over every (Ixmiq cIgd oa ilu flvo pa^rs, I proceed, at once, lo e.^aiiunc ita two 
;adint> position:]. 

The first of tlieuc is — tlint cuiTraRC is " the point at ittuo" : and ilic uecond — that it in my duty to votu for meii for 
eain in ihu Conver.iion, " whuther Wtnj^a or Democratu, who will pledgo ihcinaclveii" lo favor your elaiiu to tlie riijlu 
f BuHVagc. 

But the first of these potitions \a an manifcBtly uutrue, an would bo Iho position, that the eiiyibilily to civil ollict; of 
iiiniBteraof the goapel ia "the point at I;,guc"-, or, aa would he the poailioii, that tlio eligibility of landlcG/i incn, or 
brcigneni, lo the officQ of Governor i-^ " the point at iaeue." The question ia not, how wo DhaK get into the New 
:;oni!lilution thia oao good thing, or Ihiit ono good thing, or tho other onu good thing. The true and unapealtably 
riore important question ie, how wc ahaU obtain for the people of ihia State ti Civil Government, nuch aa it uliould be 
o itfi objectj form, and epirii. 

If by tho second position, you mean, that I ounlit not to tefuso to voto for n man, merely bccauuo he liolda Whip 
>r DomocrQtic doctrines, I agree with you. Bat, if you mean by it, thm I nm at liberty lo voto lor men^ who ihir.^ 
ilaveholdere fit to ndminialer Civil Government, then I dioagrfco with you. I am not ignorant of t!i& ropreEcniation, 
.h&t I would confine my vote, and would hovo othen confine iheira, to members of tho Liberty parly. Such reprc- 
ientatioL> is, however, as I'alue, oa it ia frequent and indiiatrioup. Ita debifjn to convict mo of narrow mindednebii 
and or.ihe spirit of apartisan ; and, thus, lo strip mo of any infiuencc, which I may have, in tho choice of delegates 
lo the Convention. From the Aral, my ground has been, that wo are to chooao the most auitablo men for our can- 
iidatoa, bo thoso men in or oat of iho Liberty party. My only concern has been, that the men wa chooao be Builed 
Id tho work lo which wo call them; — and, now, lo the qocation — who are tho men, that aro suilod to it? 

Wore we caJletl on to aupply a community with ono roan to preach tho gonpcl and another to lecture oo temper- 
ance, wo should cboooe persoDB adapted to tluse omploymcnta. We ehould not choose an infidel for iho one ana an 
unrciormed drunkard for the oiher. But, wq are not to have lesa reference to adapmiioo, in choosing men lo conetiuct 
tt Civil Government In choosing them, we aio to feci oureolvea ohut up lo the duty of choosing such, aa have ibo 
head and the heart for tbia liigh and holy work. Whom then may wo not choose 1 We may not chooso olavcholdcrs. 
For^TyhiUl the chief latent of God in the ciil of Civil Government ia, obvioualy, to provide therein protection for the 
poor and iffDotaot and v/eok and oppremed, such depoudent ooca are the very onc«, whom tho atavcholder makeo the 
vioUina of dU Avarice and luat aad craelty. They aro the very ones, whose hfo-b)ood it is his buaioess to tread out, 
Whom dttunay wo nol chooie? Wo may not choose those, who tninlt alaveholdera fit to ndminiiler Civil Govorn- 
meat; — iot «aca mtut be weU nigh as igaorant, aa slavohotdero themsetveB, of tho true designs and legitimate duties 
of Civil Government. Tho moi. who can chooso a slavohotdor for the work of admioistering: or conatruclin^: a Civil 
QDvernment, does, lo tluit very choice, prove hitaself anflt for tho work. 

^Deriving my views of Civil Government from the Bible — views, " the preaching" of which on Sundays, as well 
as on other days, for the last few years, haa rendered me even tnore odious than I was before, — you mt^et excuse tne, 
genUeraen, for declining to vote for those, who thioh slaveholderB entitled cither to mold or to administer Civil Gov- 
enmient. Blaveholdera being the greatest of all pirates, I must contend, Ihal Civil Government owes them none of 
jtslvoaors; — owes them, in short, nothing but its nevercst puoisbmonts. 

Civil Qovernmenl Heing, in its existing perversions, the heaviest curso and most terrible enemy of tho poor. I 
cannot eoiuient to join you in any course, tbr. tendency of which is (o leave it essentially unimpioved. On the contrary, 
ray desires are deep, that you should unite your endeavors with my own to bring back Civil Government to its original 
and Heavon-imprcBwd character. Oh how happy, were every Civil lulcr able to say in the review of bis official 
cooduct, ns Job said in review of hia: "I was a lather to the poor!" Oh how happy, could God say of every Civil 
ruler. a«,HQ said of one: "Ha judged the cause of l^e poor and needy I" Oh how nappy, if every Civil Government 
stould *'hide the outcait vid bsiray not him that wandcrelh," ond mako iicelf ihat merciful shatter to the oppiesned, 
and ilmt xtrong sopport^to the weak and helpless, which God requires every Civil Government to be 1 

Do you ask me, whether proalavery voters— and by proslavery victors I espocially mean those, who voto for elavc- 
holders — cannot ba dsptnded.on to muKO our New Constitution all I wish to see it— I answer, that they, who have not 
imbibed the BiUe of CMt Govemmeat^ aad who thiak slaveholders suitable persons for Civil lufera, are as unfit 
to appreciate the trt^ character aod qsea of Civil Government, as tfttioa ire to appreciate peaiU*, and are. therefore, 
tofuiy unfit to r(ft^« politloat ConstituUons. It is enough for me lb know, in order to lusiify the wiibholdiag of my 
v^^di pro^my voters, that the dignity of Civjl UvVornmeQt ''should not be insulted, nor iia purity sullied, by 



But .what right have I to feel confldentthat proslavery voters will make the Couitilution, in any respect, what 
1,'eB -anantistavery man, would have it? what right have I to feel cou5deat, that they wilt go evea for universal 
Bfofilsnl? Yuu do not yonrselves believe, that they will, unless they pledge themse1veR,.tnB:t they will: — aod tho very 
Jgftolj'Wtit Ih^ cannot bs trusted without a pledge, shows, that they cannot he irustod wh^ k. Vou would not iiequire 
t^puMge-from .WilliamJay, or 'William Goodcll, or Alvan Stewart Their aniUtavery churacter makes tlunnecQWtry — 
laaices Itf. Indeed, uaihoDgntof. Be assured, genilemen, ihatif your crmdidat(>s' proi^oer*/ character is such, ttutt 
voa-mtnt.,(izact'a pledge of them to go against that character— to , go against themselves— you bi^t tiempt [heJV to 
sypoccisy, and but expose yonrselves to diaappoiniment, when you exact their pledges. -I.v^ouldj.tb^t you .were ,con- 
— ' — t oo this point Vou would trust no man with your Itey, orwhom you required a pledge not to steal youriDoney- 



KbyfUkftOiJl^oiildjrgii-Vote power into the hands' of a man, whose p]ed;^e you need, that ne will not use that power 
to rob yoQ of one ofiyoar nost important natural rights? Lssy naiural rights — fori iodignantly reject the idea, that 
vntiuVniDlu^ fwcbiAe— amere gifluf Ooveimnaqt It is.^ioheceDt, as we|l,fut;a «MMt important right 

^ifliish DHIoibci'fiiisaadivstood. I do not deny, thai they who shall, an thih^cMfettsieti, give yoa thehr pledges, will 
■QldflBtodMqp. iLon^'deny* that you are at liberty to tmsi eithsr ihem, or thiMrplt^oe*. They, who organized .the 



!UI»*ftttB)Hnyt'did.^ ioT'the sole reason, that they found that the i](Mb, -wiM»'eIuii:-^ 'proi^verjr partf^j, canoot bo 
ttBttwoo iMQiiqneaUaa' sffectiag that of slavevy. With tha members of sneh jia^Ptmf^t is fiQime rale of expediency, 

lbiit(fl»wdtaneyiibanilaoCright:-r^)aBd if convtdefations ofexpedtettcy protnpttluittt to give a~pledfl9B'^»-day, uicw mAy, 
HHwwguatwiwijjB larrawiiyidd-to ibe:BtrDnger'MiiwiderBtioAtf; of exptdfeAoyjnM^^h shaJl d^n^uidm^^ati^^ 
' '-^i|,lf'! amiMtAUuvtedtafbetsare, iht^t members of prosUv«<7,pfullcs, ihm)Bli.Tiiiec|g^ ix£S9>^ wiUjrtwjoa 

^^MKMiie right of eunrsgc, of which you have been so itlckef'.ly aad meanly robbed} now mach less can I feet sure, 

W go 



Ui'\ th:y \.\\[ lii.il.u Ih.' W.'v/ Con.UluUoj Icldy (lu,',-ily :i-.iui.[ i, I, very ! Aiui i. iluTr lud lUr mo t i)r,.;(;al Ji' -J.i 
It i,U(i'iM Lit l'.\.Ui\- ? 'i'iu! I ., .y in iiulu'dilun; i\.wc\y, a . ik'.'ply ui. , lie ran, in ii-i ConHil Liliuiiiil 

J.\..(i. ii;, ii.uv, bviiy in i>,-Hi)>t.ritiii.: ill', rlocliiii'--, tli-U, llii> wulIiI nvcr, Hi,- -jim i.il.: ,-i)ihIiU mi ol" iht; i.iiji.r.;!' ). 

i.l>ivcry. Slit; ifj, now, hii ,y in f;;!^!^!!!': llif iIoniiiiii);i o!' i,l.ivt;iy. S'iL- liu>. iilrt'.uly i,rv/.t^-,\ a 1 uj^i; [i.irt ol i\I(:;-.u'!> ; 
iiiiii, luuv, lt;olta wilit [;lo,i!m>; cycn uii llu; roiii.iiii.iiT— un Cuba imii litty'i 'I'n'. i^'i'ri. ly, llicii, lliu i i u uiiii.-, '.vIicei iIil 
Norlii Liiouai bt: fiu .i'ciivcr,"iuiii,.liLViTy, .is. tbc Sin'di m lu'iively i)rni.f.ivt;ry. ■i-iiiicly, iliuii, ibw i* . ii iniic, v.liciillnj 
Noi ih biiouli! upcul. <ml in li'iir ConiiiiiLiiuin.iI I;hvh (li;ciL.ivt;ly .ind a.! !uiiil!y njjinii slavery, iiii ili.; Smiili iloi.-i; in lieru 
ibr it — 1111(1 Uiii! ubi! filioiil.l du, ii'only lo prdlLM ilicr^-'by iu;(iiiii.l buin,j loiiytir buuiui, bund mui f'uot, by llu; „l.ivu power. 
'I'bc prcociiit io, moat i!in[jluiiit:ully, tin; Iimt.; [or tlic Oi)iieliluliori ol ibi'J i;ri::U Suite to i.;iy, lliiu ibc i.lnvu, coiiiu be 
whence ho limy, le, v.ilh hia firi,t Irciul upon ilie i,iril of ibU aiulo—willi hi'J brut bri;:Uliin;,' of itj iiir~;i Ireciiiriti. The 
prc.icnt, iiioal {■nipbcil.cally, U ibt; ticnu !br tbc CoLiulitiilion ut'lhu j,'ioat Sliili! to iltirljif, ibm noiit: of the priiionu of tbu 
Sliilc iirul no ptirfioiiu, who iiolil ciliict! iioiler iiu Government, t.liull be nt the hfrvice ol' ibe puniueru of tlnvca. 'I'tie 
prcfcnt toD ia, niDot empbiiliciilly, ihr innt- for tlic Coniititulion of ihifj ;!;reiil Sliite to proviiic fur ihe e(li;clu.il puniuh- 
iDcnt of Bueb pnrbueni ; unii tiito for the direct mil |)uniibmen[ ofbuch oi' Hu cili/i-n-, ii" i^luill be /■jmlly of rniliiclunt; in 
hurnaii hujiigti in tmy inut ol' llie wnild, tir of Ijil.iiit: prnpeny-lienii on hnm.m bL-iiif;is in any part o! the worlil. lu it 
Eiiii, that llie I'"ciliTa! Cnni,liiu(i(in bdimli. iti ihe wny of ilie umversiil liberly, wbirh I piojioie i Iti{,'hil\' interprt'teil, 
it <toc(! not. Uiithlly inlerpreied, it is, from hcijinniiij^C to end, n\\ uniiv!jvcry in-'.trmni:nt. liur, what if it lie on the citJe 
ofllie oppre!.;(;r7 An anlnorily piuumount lo wh iiutborily — the uulboriiy of Ilu.iveii ittielf— icqmreu the Government 
of the Slate of New- York ;uiii every yllier Civil Govcrnmeni, to prolec: nil the gnilllei-'i pour within ibeir reHjiective 
jiirii'ilii'liono. 

Do you t;ay, llmt bvich Conolilulionnl proviuioiiu in behalf of liberty ami of iuiman i i';hl;!, mi I hnvo here [:ugpc;toii, 
have never yet liiulii place in ibe fnmbimeiila! anil oryanir, law ofuny State or Nation 7 Tliatlhey never liave hud, 1 1 
liiii {;rf?ater rcniicin why ihey fihonld have. Tliert! would be no burpm.e, were it proposed to have CoiiGiilulioiial jiro- 
viaiong in jehalf of properly or ciim-nlion. Why iibooid there be nl proportilionu Ibr Con^iituiional nfovinons ugiiinut 
Ibe tiem.imla uiid encruaclimento offiiavcry 1 Our prc<=eiu ConMilulion provider, that the OnomIa<xa i alt Spring!! mid itie 
Erie and Cliamnhiin Caiuilfi nhull never he sold, biiteball iilways rcmoin ifie properly of ibe People of tbe Sliile. It also 
providet;, that ihc uvuils of tlie lamic belonging to the &aid People, sball he added lu ihe Cumiimn School Fmiil. Were 
our fellow citizena not more concerned reepeclmg qiications of properly lhan queGlioiia of pert onul liberty — about money 
ibun :ibout man — lliey wouhb beyond a doubt, eiitcem bucli Confitilulionnl provicions, im I have tnjjgetJleci, lo be pre- 
eminently Luiiablc. 

Yon will, gpiUlcnien, readily adn.il, lhat membera of proclavcry pnrlies cannot he relied on to incorporate llie r^iig- 
gcBtetl provibiciis, nor, indeed, miy other nntifclavery provisiona. in ihe new Conaliluiion. Tiic Nnlional \Vliig and De- 
mocratic parlieii would be broken up, were their membcrti in this Stale lo take euch a stand against ulavcry. But, if 
they cannot be relied on '.o lake r,nch a sluiui, would I not be a traitor to tbe clave, were I lo vole Tor tliem?— and 
would not he alto be a traitor to the slave, who ebonid ask me to vole for ihcm ? 

But you ur<jc on mo the iinportniice of your obtainrnenl orilic right of fiufTra^e. I admit its importance: and, 
thon, turn lo urge on you the intinilely greater importance of adherinf^t to our principies, Vou arc, gentlemen, niy 
fellow nbolitionisls. Our business, U9 aboliiioniele, le lo maintain and apply our nboUtion principle£i--and not In barter 
them away for univereni nuffrage, or for any oilier good. We are to lejoice in all tb.: gain, lhal cornea from adhi;ring 
to our principlcfj; and we are never lo make Ihe experiment of trying what profit there is in abandoning litem. 

You intimate, that I undervalue the importance of your poesesaing theright ofEuQrage. PosBiblv, I do undervalue 
it. However lhat may he, frankneas requ'rcH me to admit, tliQt my greater desire is not lor univerQal sufTrage, but for 
universal acquiescence in the true clmracler and uses of Civil Government; — not Ihul every man vole, but thai every 
man cant hia vote in the right spirit and for ihe right enda. 

The right of EufTrage, when exeiciscd selfishly and tyrannically, ia no bleseing either to him, who exercieeo il, or 
to oihora. In five of iho oix New England States, oil men pooEiess this right; and ihoyexerciae it, in behalf of American 
slavery. It was not, when they were Monarchies, but when they were Republicu, and the right ofBulFrago widely 
diffuGcd among their cilizcnR, thai Blaven were moat numerous in Greece and Rome. Were there but a few votera in 
ibia Nation, the syflteni of American slavery could not be maintained. The prosInTcry parlice, which uphold ihc in- 
fernal eystem, could not uphold it, were not ibo great mass of American citizens in their ranks — were not the preat 
mac3 of American citizens proelavery voleru. It requires millions of tyrants to uphold that system : and iho mistaken 
views of Civil Government, and the sclfteli expeclaliona from their party connexione, make tyrants of our cntllionsof vo- 
ters who uphold it. Were half of iIicbo millions not voters, that half would be a'cccssible to autislavery; truth ; and 
would 800Q he broiight to swell to irresisliblenc&s the influences againBt slavery. Should, however, thoBO just views of 
Civil Government prevail, which every abolitionist is bound induairiously to inculcate, the greater the nurooer of voters, 
the better. For in that case the voter would have, along with the power, the disposition, to uphold the right and pot 
down the wrong. The doctrine, therefore, of every abolitioniot — of every friend of (ho right and the true— should be — 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND JUST VIEWS OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

But you will, perhaps, Bay, that coZorei/ men can certainly be relied on to vote against slavnjry ; and Ibat so far, at 
least, Ihe right ot eufrrngc would be properly exercised by tncni. Pardon me for my belief, that colored men are no 
better and no wiser lhan while men. If lo-day, the right ofsuBVaffe were restored to the colored men of this State, 
to-morrow would see ihem enrolled in proslavery partiesj and ready, in the oelfishnesB of their hearts, and in their ig- 
norance of the character and duties of Civil aovernment, lo vote for clavcry — to vote for the buyers and sellers and 
whippers and plunderers of the Lord's poor. I venture (be remark, that more than tliree-fourtbs of the colored men, 
who vuted in tnis Nation, to the Fall of 1844, voted for those, who belong to the classj (bat traffic in colored people, whip 
coloretl women, and steal colored babies. 

Be assured, gentlemen, that Iho great political evil of the world is not, that bo few vole — but lhat they, who do vote, 
vote 8o ignorantly, so sclfisnly, so tyrannically. How painful 19 the heart of enlightened benevolence is an American 
Election !— a Eclbeh strife about Banks and TariSs and Treasuries, instead of a philanthropic endeavor (o give liberty 
to (he slave, and protection to the poorl — a perverting of Civil QovernmeDt from its merciful work of caring for the 
needy and the opprcsBed, into an instrument of avarice and tyranny 1 

Would, thai (here were twenty ihoueand men in this Slate (o lift up their voices, and lo cast their ballots, in favor of 
restoring Civil Government to the true and Bible idea of Civil Onvemmentl How hiipny would be tbetr inSuecce 00 
> the Convention I The New Constitulioo woa!d, in that case, testify ajpinst slavery, as the moBt stuoondous fraud — oi 
" the sum of all villanies." It would, In that case, restore to you the ngbt of Bufrrage — for slaveiy, baviug robbed you 
of that right, the ConsiIlatioD, which denounces slavery, will give you back that right I fear, however, that there will 
not be twenty thousaodj nor even ten thousand, men to sfand iip fur a righteoas, humane, ana Heaven-feaiared. Ciriil 
Qovernment. Certain it is, that none, who vote for proslavery cdcd, can be reckooed among its advocates. Qoa grant 
ua cuch a Qoveroment I Slavery could uot live UDder, or near, it ; and it could no more roiuse universal suBirage, than 
water can refuse to run down bill. 

Whether, however, ouii shall be a false or Irae Government, I would have universal suffrase enjoyed aoder it — 
for I would not have a man depiived of his right, bowever great the danger, that he may abase It. 

You advert lo my connexion with the Liberty Party. There U, certainly, room to suspect, that one may be at- 
tached to the great and gloried-in Whig party, rather then to its principles — to (he great and gloried-In Deuioeratio 
party, rather than 10 its priDciples;— but 1 cannot admit, that there is aught in the history of my connexion with tbe 
Liberty party to justify the snspicioo, that I am attached to it, rather (hut) to its pf indples. I can look to that little end 
dcspieed party for no gretification of my ambition — forno personal advantages whatever. It, eon commend fiselfto mo 
only BO far, as its principles commend It That 1 most belong to it, is as much reqalrcd by my morel man, as that I 
must breathe is by my physical. Todonbt, when there aretliree political parties i3 the field— two of them in fhtl fel- 
lowshipwiih slavery, and the other tbe uncompromising hater of it — lo donbt, I say, in these tiirranutances, which to 
belong to, with me, an f mposaibility. The idea, that, in my coarse on thin Convention question, 7 am acting as a 



iiu'i.iliii- nl" llu: 1 atli l-ly [i.ti l> ..iliij.- th.m , ,l i j \ ,nli(iiu liuidd.ilii.n. A-i iwn.iii, 1 iiiii-t o^iim ,■ 'li- , iiuji iMuUil 

]i;;r.i'iiij I' I i-L'ul'J m iho » \iuv.'nli'jii : lUuI 1 liu i lli.'.t ilv-.: iiiiiiiliil.ili'm m" [!u; * ty p.viiy ( iiuliij iir i lunil I, hi ,iir_. 
.l(;;Mi".-, '..falrjli UiM i)i>tiii .ilU!;i. 

Bal I [uut.t f.luL.;;- I luivo v/i lUiui you in ;^;r(;iit liii.Ju ami uiiiiLr .iiiit bdiiily I couhl nut, lii)v.''.". i:r, 

ij|i;;hi, tir uppcar to uliijlil, your u.H'fincil li:itcr. 1 lliiiiik you for your liiiiil ulliinmii to my I'lioi lu ni lK-!i.ilt i>l my cmIdt- 
cil brt-llircn. I cliiita ii» iiiuritfur lli;:in. I ;iiu only i.nriy, thiit lli'jy lr.i\o bcuii no iiuju; I.hiIiIliI iuk! i.uH-ilciiyini!. 1 
ihiiiilt you Jili.o for ,uiniuiHuliiii{; inc, Uuit dluhoiioi* will lUincti lo my luinic, i.liuuUl I, in voliiii; fur tlulcj^nttin to iliu i'uM- 
voiilioii, j-'" i;ounicr i« your uiiiin: of prouriciy. Bill, I luii i.o !icciii.l(tnu;il to i.ulftT rt'iiroiich, lluit I i.hoiild liur^lly !;ihiw 
myiiclf, or be; rcconcilcil to iiiyiitlf, ubonlil 1 liiid myi,flt"coinmt^mit:(l. I)t'i.iilt'ii, I, tmi^ luit' iiiy itccmuiL wilh licui}; 
lmH;ii — luilt;tl by bolli '.vhito and colored ni<;ii — frir my cournu on tbm Cimvinliuii qut.:iU()n. Tinm miJ irutli, hinvt!Vi;r, 
will diiluriiiim: the cbiiracler of tlml coutlc I jiiiliently ^vlut the rer.nll. L'nr tli;; iiref.ciil, ttiey, who vole for the l.iiycri; 
und ueHerii of blucit men, will iituml liii;lier in the efitecin of hlacli men ilmn tiie.y, who would t;ooiier pcrii.h thiiii so jier- 
vert the riyht of imlVriige. But it iiuiy not be i,u iilwiiyii. 

1 do not bay to you, llmt I liyinpiithizc with yon tmder the deep wtonf^ii, whicli tlu; guillieitt of Nuliono lieujui upmi 
you. I leiive il to your iiui!denly-i.iirunjr-up i'riendii, whoi.e livcu idiow liotbin^; of Fiuch byitujalhy, to make btiii'sl of it 
with their lipu find penn. Nor do I Leek to conniiend irtyEielf to you liy rramiii;; itn tipolojjy for you — rtiiidy, lboii(^h I 
:iin, to ndmil, ihiil ihe cnminulity of your deuire to hiive iibolilioiii'Jlfi vote for proi iavery men lit diminiulied by tlie on- 
iiidemtion, that you iheieby hope to recover u mocl importiint right, imd that you nre deluded into the betiefi timt tint, 
mid thin only, io the wiiy to recover il. 1 prefer ii more miinly coiirte — mul rebuke you. It itj meet, thiit they, who 
think you iheir inferiore, uhoiiid ahow their coiitcrnpt of you by luittcrin^ you. It belonjjn to uuch, na think you iheir 
equals, to Dhow their r^iipect for you by rebuking you. 

You cull on al)olilionii,Iu to Irnniplc on iheir diulinclive nnd deeply clmriulied pi incipleii, and to vole noluieal power 
and influeneo iiilo the handu of thoi,e, who vote for lilaveliolderf), and uphohl blavery. Ilowd.irc youciillou lliein ihi:u 
to diagracc thcmEi'lvcu? — thuu to wrong the blave and to wrong you? And how can yiu conuent to oeelt whut la yom 
due, at the cxpenKO of ouch lifU-deyradntion ? Think you, thai Ihecc Wh'^ti and Demociaiii, who vote for alavcholdcrt., 
would vote for them, if whin men were the i:l!ivea of these slaveholder!! ? xQu know, that thuy would [lot. They vote 
for thcin, because their ulnvea are but black men. And iu it for black men then to ask utt to vote for thcbo Wliig'J and 
DemocralaV Shsiice on the LlacK in en, who, lor gain, however great, can thus join with the crucifiera of the poor black 
filave ! Suy you in reply, that, though you get the right ofRuft'rage at the exnen:;e o!' the iilave, you will uao it for hui 
deliverance 7 My frank, though perhaps oil'eniiive, rejoinder in, that there io out "iiiiall room to hope for a very benevo- 
lent or bcnellcial cxcrciac ofu right, which has hcen f.o Gclfislily gotten. If, at the expense of the alavc, you can join 
with his enemies, at hiBe:;penHe, you tnny bIgo be willing to continue the anion. But, however thia may be, none will 
doubt, ihni to make tiluvcry rc!!;jiectable is no wa>[ to overthrow it! And how can you more eflectuuUy contribute to 
make it reapcctoblo than by giving olTicc, power, inliuence, and honor, to davchoiderc; or their all ictil Would you have 
tho practice of horflO-Ktcaling and Blieep-Blealing continued'? Then get your fcUow cilizenn lo voto for hortiC-thievcB 
and aheep-thieves, nnd for those who vote for them. And would you have tha practice of man-alealing continued, then 
get your fellow citizene to vote for men-stealcra, and for those who vote for them. But do not indulge the deluuivc 
hope, that American slavery will die a peaceful death, until weBhall have come to hold itinfamoua to bo a Blaveholder, 
or to vote for a Blaveholder, or to vote for him, who will vote i'or a elaveholdcr. Call you ihia an extravagant dcouncia- 
lion ofthe Glnvcholder and hia allicB? Such it would have been called in Liverpool and BriBlol, when those Citica were 
growing up out of the profits of the slave-trade. Utter it there now, however — and every heart will respond to it. Here 
too will every heart respond to il, just ao Boon aswcahalt have dissolved our political, ecclcsiaBtical, commercial, and 
liocial relations wilh slavery, and Bnall feel free to think and apeak of the abommation us reason and religion require uu 
lo think and speak of it. . 

Would, gentlemen, that the following moltoB, which antislavery Conventions, m different parts of the Slate, arc 
cordially adopting, were engraven oil every heart; 

" No Blaveholder for civil oflice ; and no pcroon, who thinks a slaveholder fit for it." 

"No man for civil oflice, but a republican; and no slaveholder, and no pcrEon, who thinks a slaveholder fit for civil 
office, 19 a republicau." 

1 ana, very respectfully, your friend and brother, 



GERRIT SMITH. 
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T O THE \.i B K R 'i' Y t> A R T Y . 



3ome of tho wifjtialanJbeot or your number cuiitciiul, [hat ilhj Liburly I'arly wlu. ori;:iiHzoil lor uilirr -iliiiu i.;. .i- 
well an for (ho overtlirow oftjlavery. 

Itifi generally mlmitted, timt tho Convention, Iielil at Arcudt: ni Juiiuury IS 10, was: the L'luciit ol' ilit- I .ibrriy l'iirt\' 
Now, I caiinot believe, that. amonK the canujd und iiUcUigent pcrEjono, who ntlciuleil tliat CunveiiiiuiJ, theio i'. oiil-, wbu 
will Hay, that it icitonded lo organize Ihia Party fbrany oilier puriioue than the overthrow of nhivciy. Biil, it ?-i uiuil, 
that Meelingo, hold a few montbe after the A rcade Convention — especiully one in the City of Ncw-Tork — committed 
tlie Liberty Paity to variouu oUjectt- I muot, perhapa, admit, that tlicy did ho, if 1 admit tlieir power to do 'm. Ihit I du 
not admit, that thoy hod thifl power. I havo. always, rojjretted certain proceed in (ju of the Mceiinfpi rclerred to. 1 
would not intimate, that thoGO proccediw^a migrcprcsented the r.cntimcntfi of their authors. Uul, I bohevc no peruou 
will deny, that tlioy had their origin in the purpose of conciliating my very deinocrnlic and iinich eu'eoined frieml, 
Thomaa Earlo, and accuring the acceptance of iiis nomination to tlie oHicc of Vice PreF.ident. AVithout tlio.^e, or uuni- 
lar, proceedingo, ho would not accept it. Willi them, he did accept it. 

Again^a far greater number of tlic wieest and best membera of tiie Liberty Pnriy admit, that it won organised for 
no other purpoEo than the overthrow of slavery ; but contend, that the !imu haii come for multiplying ila objects, and 
radically changing its character. Thoy would, it iu (ruo, have its antiatavcry-worl; iti: first worli : but they lay oui Ibr u 
much other work. Thoy would have it specifically committed lo the abolition oi' restrict ionu on commerce ; lo the alio 
lition of monopohes; to the reducf-on of salaries; and lo many other objects. The question, whether it ia wisL f'l 
attempt auch a change in the Liberty Parly is a very grave one. My own opinion (and I would have evciy member of 
the Party avail himself of his equal right and equal duty to express his—) is, that the time has noi yet come to 
attempt it. 

Tho principal rcQ&ons aesIg.ieJ fur this change are, 1st, That n poliiical pnrly should oxpreas definilo views and 
commit itself to definite courses in rilation to iho various mattcri-, which claim the attention of Civil Govccnniont. 

2d, That, in this way only, can the Liberty Party hope to become a majority, or even to increase its nombera. 

On the first reason I would remark, that I have a deepening impicsaion, — that a political party should, in itfl organi ■ 
zQtion, solemnly purpose (o give its attention to all the legitimate objccta and intcreots of Civil Government; and that I 
regret, that iho Liberty Party did not do so. I add, that 1 should bo glad to see it giving, forthwilh, ihio e:?tent to the 
scope of its rcgarde. Neverthelcsa, for the Liberty Party to commit iteell, now, to the numerous specific courscH, which. 
it is contended it should commit itself to, would, as I shall endeavor to show, be premature. It %vouid beprenmtuie, 
oven on the supposition, that these couraes are righti— for it would bo a movement in advance, of its light and ronvic- 
tione. The Liberty Party, ifnotaa extCDflively bo as other political parties, is, nevertheless, very ignorant, in respect to 
the character and uses ofCivil Government, Wlio of ua can claim to be onlightehcd on this subject, on which daikncBK 
80 universally prevails? Who of us docs not need to go to school to first principles on thiti subjcci, ere the practical 
Outies, resulting from them, can be made plain to him? 

The chief excellence of the "Liberly Party co'nsiatB not in the fact, that the one thing, to which it ia committed, viz : 
the overthrow of slavery, is a high and obvious duly. Even more meritorious than the object ofita organization is the 
principle ofactionjby which it Hecks to achieve that object. This principle of action is the equal rights of men. This 
principleof actionis, that a man ia a man. British abolitionists, in their struggle for the ovcrtlirow of British slavery, 
said, that a tiwh ought not to be a tXaee : — but they tyeio infinitely Ehbrt of eayjng, that a man is a njao, and that equal 
rights belong to all men. American abolitioiiiats, however, contend, that slavery should be. aboJiBhetl, not bccauEe 
political economy, national prosperity, or 4n'y kibilred considerations demand itd abolition ; but because it is demanded 
by the principle, that " all men are created equal," and that no man is to be excluded from the righla of manhood. 

Oor fir»t (lulyj M Llbtirty men, is to study, with an earnest and obedient spirit, the antialavery claims of this admitted 
principle of Liberty party action. But the antlfilAvcty clainis of (his principle are not its only claims. Every political 
partyi in all itB ro6abure«-^o, too, evfery Civil Government, in all its dealings with ita subjcc^to, whether, whitft or black, 
and inallite decdings With ftreignerff, be t!-'3y barbiirous or civilized — is to be controlled by thia principle , pf the equal 
HgtitsofftU Dt<»li No Bbglifeft Corh-Inwa are to eniil-oacii on the rights of Ame'rica'as. No American TariGs are to 
encroach on f he lighu of Englishmen. 

It follows from what I have said, that every political part^ should inform itself oi' all the bearings of the^reat princi- 
ple of action rtftJrred t*, atid sldhii rcaily tb apply It in every iiifecliph, ip wliich Ua oppli^faiion, may bo called for. 
Nothing »hort ofthis bRoiiill lift Liberty yarVy jjTbpOBti'lo iiieif. Bi-.i this Party is not yei sufficiently acquainted wiih 



the wide scope of ila owo principle ofaction to juatify it in arriving at confident conclui ions on all the applications ofthai 
principle. It iBnotyetprepared to arrive at such conclusions. It is noi yet prepared to drive down its stakes on the 
various flnancialand economical questions, which are to be considered and decided on, in ihelight of this ptinciplu. 

As proof, that the Liberty party is not yet very conversant wttii this principle of equal regards for the equal rights of 
all men, I remark, 

iBt. That not a few of its members think it right to honor men with civit olHce, who believe trafHckets in human tlesh 
fit for it The recent ruin (I hope not irretrievable) of the Liberty Parly in this State is to be ascribed to this unhappy 
belief 

2d. That many of its members do not see it to be n violation of this principle — do not see it to be injusUce to the slave 
— to continue in Church fellowship with those, who conuiveat his slavery, or even with those, who are'^njlty lifflirectiy 
holding him in slavery. As if they, who have Church fellowship with my oppressors, do not thereby most' efrecVonlly 
indorse roy oppression, and trample on my rights I , "'' ''*' 

3d. That noloneinfifty of the members of the Liborfy.^arty s^p it to be unjust toward the slave to purchase tlltt pro- 
dacts of his unreqaited and coerced toil, and, iheieby, sufplythp most efficient moifve for cootiooing hini'jn'^lavery. 

Now, the man, who costs aproslavery vote, or who clings to aproslavery Church, or who eats diid wears' stblcfi nrti- 
cleihyimd eats and wears theni, because he can buy them cheaper than he ean4he like ariicles honcstlj^'producet^— may, 
indeed, have very confident views conceioing Banks aDd^/Tarifla aiid Monopolies. But, that tTiese /few's spririg from a 
' clear and intelltgcnt apprehension of the equol rights of ill! men is, to say the least, very quesiiondblfJ. How can one 
see distant objectf), who is unable to see those, which lie at his feet ? How can one discern the remoter and less ce'rinin 
demands ofa principle, whilst blind to those obvious duties, which ore its immediate and flr&t called fur duties ? ' 

Would not the Liberty Party, instead of prematurely committing itself on finoncini and economical questiomi, do 
better to take upa part of the limeofita meetings and a partofitie columns of its newspapers, in kind, sincere, earnest 
endeavors to learn, not what is taught by corrupt and benighted political particis on these questions, but what is' taught 
oh them \}y its own admitted principle ofaction — its priouipls, that a man is a man, and that the rights of any one m'nn 
are as great and as sacred, as the rights of any other man? Let such men, as BImey, and Gobdell, and Green, beleit 
perfectly free to contend in antislnvery meetings and antislavery newspapers, that this prtnoiple of equal rights dcmnnds 
free t^ade ; and let the many wise and faithful members of the Liberty Party, who behove, that restrictions on trade are 
not only compatible with, but even protective of, the equal rights of men, have tho like freedom and fiiciliiy to ex- 
press their views also. In this wise, two or three years would not only ehed great light on the path of the Liberty Pnrtv, 
but would produce nn extensive agreement among its membeis, on subjects, on which they are now opposed to each 
other, and opposed to each other chiefly, as is probable, for the lack of this light. I am helped to this conclusion not a 
little by the fao^ that Liberty men have come to see alike on questions, which they have freely discussed. For in- 
attmce, every Liberty man sees, that the great principle of Liberty Party action — the principle, that a man is a man — 
entitles blacks, as well aa whites, to the right of sufirage. Every Liberty man sees also, that the patriotism, which 
would exclude foreigners from the ballot-box and from office, is a sentiment unworthy of every just and generous heart, 
and contrary to all the teachings of this great principle of Liberty Party action. Again, abolitionists are, asmuchmore 
.generally than anti-abolitionists, in favor of restoring to woman her natuial right of sufirage, as they have,'raore gener- 
ally than anti-abolitiontsts, discussed the duty of such restoration'. As I have referred to the discussion of this duiy^ let 
ma odd, that the ooatinuanoe of this discaasioo by abolitioaists will soon make the conviction universal amongst them, 
that it is Ibr heathen, not for ohrtBtiau, for barbarous, not for 'Civilized, communities to stamp woman with inferiority, and 
to thrust her away from duties, to which she is as well adapted by her nature, as man is by his. 

Bnt, I hasten to consider the other reason for modifying the Liberiy.Party. This reason is, that it is only by means 
of the proposed mpdiffeation, that the Liberty Party can intelligently hope to become a majority, or even to increase its 
present numbers. 

Such modiScation could not— nothing can— drive a sound Liberty roan into a proslavery party. But ir might have 
the efieet to dri?e some of its members out of the Liberty Party. Some of them, strenuously opposed to (he viewa on 
fioBneial and economical questions to which the Liberty Party had committed itself, would, because of such committal, 
quit it. I trust, however, that their number would be small. Proper, as such opposition might be, it ?vould in most 
caees^ I doubt not, be accompanied by enough of forbearance to prevent the quitting ofa Party, which >• theooly anti- 
BlaraiypolitictU party. 

I turn DOW to inquire, whence would be the acceasions to the Liberty Party, consequent oa aoeb a mPdiflcatijm of it ? 
Tba flinawer ik, that they would come from the Whig parly, if the modification should be such, as to p|e»e Whigs; 
and ftom the Democratio party, should it be such, as tu please Democrats. But.to this we reply, that they, who shall 
bet^^roeted tontiby'onr j^oaitionaon financial and economical questions, andw^, but for this attracUop> would remain 
iathUrpHMlaverypaTty^'Wiirnot b« worth our having. They, will be accessions of weoknen and corraptioDr insliMUl 
of atrengtii ahd poH^.' We wish none to come to us, who do not feel themselves drawn toward our anttslavety 
position. 

I say nothiog more on this head, than to express my belief^ that the rropoeed changes, in the plan and object of the 
Libot^ Pvty, wodd bring bnt few persoDs Into it— aven fewer than tb«y wooJd exclude fVom it; aod to.axpresa my 



further belief, lhat the Liberty Parly would be belter without than with those, who should, in this wise, be brought 
into it. 

I would there were less impatience to muliiply members of iho Liberty Party. Were ihey but'halt' as many as they 
nre, they would, Blill, be sufficiently numerous, if only faithful to iia principles, to crown it with victory. The Liberty 
Party is feeble, not because of its small numbers; but because it misreprcBcnts, is unfaithful to, and sinnds in the way 
ofihe progress and power of, iis own principles. If but " free course" be given ihem, iheee principles will themselves 
work out the victory. To give them " free course" however, ihey who piofess them, must practice, and not abandon, 
litem; must represent, and not belie them. 

All I will add is, that, although I think, the lime for modifying the Liberty Party, in tlie way proposed, lias not yet 
come— and not yet come, because its raembcra do not sufficiently understand the bearings and requirements of its ad- 
niitied principle of action — the principle, that a man is a man — that " all men are created equal" — I, nevertheless, desire 
no controversy with them, who, believing, that the time for it has already come, contend, that such modification should 
take place immediately. I admit, that they, who urge such immediate tnodification, will, if, in their own practices, they 
make n consistent exhibition of the great Liberty Party principle of action, exert no little influence on their brethren. 
Five thousand Liberiy men, declaring their solemn conviction, that the principle of equal rights requires a siern refusal 
to belong to a proslavery Church, or to vole for any man, who votes for traffickers in human flesh ; a slern refusal to 
continue to strip woman of her political rights, or to encourage the keeping of men in slavery by the consumption of (he 
prodoclH of slavG-labor — I say, that five thousand such men might, by the force of such a recommendation of this prin- 
ciple, and by the force of such consistency, take any position whatever within the range of that principle, and yet be, 
probably, able to draw to it the other sixty-five thousand Liberty men. Indeed, five thousand such men would be so 
valued for ihcir fidelity to principle, and so trusled for the clearness of their vision, that, take almost what positions they 
might on questions of finance and economy, it would not bo strange, if the great mass of Liberty men should soon 
take them. 

But how vain it would bo for Liberty men, who are ihemseives blind to the direct and immediate teachings of the 
great principle of equal rights, to attempt to instruct other Liberiy men in the indirect and remote teachings of this 
pr inciple ! For instance, what a farce, and how fruitless of good, for several hundred Liberty men to come together at 
Port Byron, or elsewhere, with stolen clothes upon their backs and stolen food in their stomachs (for such are all slave- 
labor-products,) and, to turn up the white of iheir eyes, and put on sanctimonious looks, and shudder and scowl at the 
violence done to sound morality by Banks and Tariffs and high salaries! 

GERRIT SMITH. 

Petebboro, May 7, 1846. 
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TO THE LIBERTY PARTY OF THE COUNTY OF MADISON. 



Petkrdouo, September 15, I8i(j. 
From the bottom ofmy heart do I cooaratulate you. The New- York State Liberty Car is again upon tho track. I iruuli 
that it wilt not, hereafter, run off from it. Certain I am, that, whatever else may befal it, it will never, oo never, more, run off 
again kito that nlough, which is worse than Bucvao's " Sloogh of Despond," or, indeed, any other sloogh. I, orcoutso, refer to 
thevotingforpToslaverum9n^oush. As onen nereofter, ae it shali approach that deep and diity raire-holo, even thougti it 
be fifty years hence, all Iiands will bo on the look-out to guard it from the recurrence of its late appalling and never to bo 
forgotten disaster. 

All praise to the Canastota Coavention for having lifted up our good old Car, and for having cleaned and repaired it^ and 
set it in motion again. So muddy, and eo Bhattered was it, I did not knowj that I should ever ride in it again, out to ndo in 
it now is far more pleasant than to rido in it, when it was new. The bruised and battered gun, which has been through 
the wars, is dearer to the soldier, than when it camo shining from the shop :— and all tho dearer is it, if it bo one, that had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, and was recaptured. So too, the Liberty Car is-aU tho more precious for having been rescued 
from the designfi of the Whigs — all tho more precious for what it has suffered from tho attempts of this most dCceitful and, 
therefore, most dangerous, claBs of our enemies, "If possible, they shall deceive the very elect." There ia no more danger, 
that our sham Democrats will be mistaken for friends of our cause, than that naked wolves will pass for shnep. 

To drop my figuiQ — the proceedings of the late State Convention at Canoelota were such — wore so characterized with 
truth aaa wisdom — that the Liberty Party of this State wilL doubtless, proceed, henceforth, harmoniously and efTectivoly, I 
understand, that it took the position, unanimously and heartily, against voting, in any conceivable circumatonces whatever, for 
members oi proslavery parties. Hereafter the Liberty Party of this State will not vote for n proslavery man, though it be for 
the humble office of patbmaster ; — no, not even, if it he to gain an antislavory President by it I understand too, that tho 
course of the Convention on this subject had the entire concurrence of Alvan Stewart, Asa Raymond, Charles A. Wbeaton, 
We^ey Bailey, O. A. Bowe, and otbeis, who, as well aa these, had, in their eagerness to secure tho right of suffrage to our 
colored brethrenj been willing to choose men to construct fundamental civil laws, who think buyers and sellers of hum:\n Hcsh 
fit both to administer and conctruct civillaws. Honor to these friends, who, even in their error, showed how quick was their 
benevolence and how absorbing was their sympathy ; and who, in turniof* publickly away from that error, have set so beauti- 
ful an example of magnanimity 1 Wise ana good men are not ashamed to change. Never had I thought half so favorably of 
Robert Peel and John P. Hale, as I did, when I came to thoso parts of their late speeches, whore they are not ashamed to avow 
themselves the subjects of change. Ii is litttoond mean men, who boast ofthoir consisluncy, and that they never change; and 
who think, that they say the very hatdest and most disparaging thing of an opponent, when they accuse him of change. 

If report may be relied on, the Caoastota Convention did good service on another point also. It did not commit the Liberty 
Party to free trade. But, it did just what it should do in conceding to men of whatever views of political economy the right to 
inculcate those views ia Liberty Party Meetings and Liberty Party Papers. Tho Liberly Party is not yet prepared to say 
what is truth in respect to the various subjects claiming the attention of Government. But, because tho groat political parties 
of the country are well nigh past all hope of espousing the antielavery principle, or any other principle of rigntoouancss, tbo 
Liberty Party is bound to look upon itself aa destined, in all probability, to be a permanent, and even an actually National, 
Party. If suob, however, is the probability, and if the reins or Government may yet come! into its hands, how can it, without 
very guilty delinquency, refrain from enlightening itself, in respect to the various duties of Government-— in respect to tho 
vanoua bearings and applications of that principle of equal justice to all men, which is its own ackno»lcdgod fundamental 
principle? It need not be feared, that its antislavery, character will, ere the overthrow of slavery, cease to be its reigning 
character ; or that, ere that event, questions of political economy will bo very extensively discussed by it, save as they stand 
related to slavery. 

The Canastota Convention is entitled to our thanks for its nominations also. I havo been personally acquainted with Mr. 
BrB4ley^ for many years. 1 do not know his sentiments on the various questions of economy and finance, which come under 
onr consideration. But I know him to have been, from the beginning of the antislavery movement, its aleadfast and devoted 
fViend. This of itself, and did I know nothing else of him, would go far to Inspire mo wilh conHdcnce in his honesty. It 
takes an honest man to remain true to a cause, from which there are so numerous mid so powerful temptations to swerve. I 
know Mr. Bradley to be highly intelligent also. 

Mr. Bradley*8 integrity, including, as does all ical integrity, a candid and teachable apirit— his intogrity, I say, united with 
his inleUi^nce, makes tt quite safe in my esteem, be his present views on questions of economy and finance what they may, to 
entrust him with the power of civil office. I should rejoice to see Henry Bradley, wise and upright as he is, and distinguished 
for his enlightened zeal in the causo of temperance, antislavory, and religion, occupying the chair ofState. 

Mr. Chaplin is a atatesman. I know no man, who has larger or luster views of tho true character and uses of Civil Gov- 
ernment. Happy thOf State, which has men like William L. Chaplin for its rulers I 

John Thomas and Jamea Sperry are our candidates for Canal Commissioners. Tho former lives near us ; and many uf you 
knowhim. Where shall we Iook for a more brilliant and efflcteot friend ofthe slave? Mr. Sporry, whom hut few of you 
know, it has, for a number of years, been my privilege to know. He is justsuch a plain, wise, honest, farmer, as I should bo 
glad to see pat into the office cf Canal Commissioner, or into a much higher office. 

I have, also, learned who were put in nomination, last Saturday, bv our Madison County Liberty Convention. My whole 
heart resjionds to the nomination. I am personally acquainted with all tho candidateB. Mr. Downer and Dr. Saunders would, 
if elected to the Legislature, do honor to our Countv. Mr. Palmer has once been Sberifi of this County : and 1 should bo 
bappy toHe'his tnie philanthropy, exemplary life, and excellent habits of business, again adorn the office. Mr. Raymond and 
I have been mulual friends fVom our childhood : and were I to venture upon his praise, I might run into excess. I cannot, 
however, refrain iVom saying, that ho is a gentleman of very superior intelligence ; and that, in ms circle of friends, hie hooeaty 
and firmness are proverbial. Nor can I refrain from saying, that there is no man in this County, who has carried more head 
and heart into the anlidavery cause than has Mr. Raymond. My gratitude and love are deeply stirred, when I think of his 
aerviees. Day and night, in sunshine and storm, has ho toiled for its success ; — and, this too, noiwithalanding ho ia a poor, 
very poor, man, who it obliged to labor most diligently, and economize most rigidly, for the support of a family very dear to 
his tender heart Wooldit not be greatly to the praise of the voters of Madieon to make such a man — a man, withal, pecul- 
iarly well qnalifled by his penmanship and otherwise — Clerk of ihcir County? Can poor men — can good men — can any men 
— withhold their votes from him ? 

I have, thus, my friends, adverted to the wise proceedings of the Canastota Convention, and also to the good nominations 
made by our County Convention. In view of all these, should we not take courage, and act wilh unwonledzeal, union, and 
power? Was there ever so loud a call upon us for nucb action? Scores of thousands of slaves are still added, yearly, to our 
millions of slaves 1 Our army, for the purpose of getting more territory to drench with tho tears, and sweat, and blood, of the 
African race, has gone forth to slaughter a poor, weak, and unoffending people I Our greet political parties join hands in this 
murder ; and are emulous to excel each other in acts of devoti^ to the slave-power I Our great National ecclesiastical bodies, 
which, impudently and blaipbemouaty, call themselves ChunAes of Jesua Christ, are in fuirfellowahip with these political par- 
ties 1 I add no more. Our motives to act are of illimitable power. Theories of chained millions and the voice of their aveng- 
ing Ood are in our ears. We will act. Wo will, again, go to our neighbors, and again beg them, for the slaves' sake, for their 
own souls' sake, for the sake of their country^ ond for the sake ofGod, to break away from their blood-stained parties, and to 
unite with the few, who are praying and toihng for the deliverance of the oppressed. 

I would that, as formerly] I could go through my neighborhood and through my County with messages of truth and mercy in 
behalf of my enslaved brethren. But, my bodily infirmities will, I fear, prevent it. Are there not, hojvever, enough men and 
women of a merciful andselT'sactiGciagspirit togo into all the School Districts ofour County, and, once more, beseech every 
voter, by all the ocatterable woes of the oppressed millions of the South, to consecrate his vote to their deliverance? 

Very respectfully, your friend, 

GERRIT SMITH, 
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l't-.TCHDoiio, October 10, 164G. 

tht V^Ur^ l*c i&UUe of WIVW "Vark ; 

1 have, tliU momciitj Ilniehcd ihe reading of tlio New ConBtlmiion. I may lie ohargud wUh immodesty fbrllftini 



up'liiy voice to hundreiia of ihooaandH of my fellow men. But tho foeliogs of Bharnc, sorrow "irjdignaiioD, alarm, which fSi 
mif' will iigi fitop, and need not atop, to cnnaidor iha claims of niodcaly. A womaiv howeVjr dclicalo and Bhrlnklag, might, 
were her child m danger of being bidnappcdj rush into tho siicei, ana cry bo loud (or hcta ihat all hor Doighbori could hear 
hWrrturf •b«i nevertheleai, ronsjTo unccnaurad, oven by those, who are moat obBcrvont of tho proprieties of lilh. Thue, do 



. ^itl^rf clrcaraBl^ncei) juailfy not only, bat highly commend, tho act, that would, othoiwisc, be ezceedlngly oSeiwive. 
ItU'In ^Q4n circumattiocea, that I navo now taken up my pen: — and may not this gain niQ a pardon fbr boginnlag my Circular 
■ni\k Mt \vldb On addrost t May not thm aholtcr mo fVom tho char^^o ol immodcaiy and ogoiiem for presuctiiog to apeak to so 

gVttit iiutnbera? 

A dbep and cruel wrong hau been devised QgotDit iho finy ihoueand colored people of this State, is meet to call upon 
ybU all tO'tioip them—for you are all able to corns to iheir help. It ia meet to call upon you all to help them— for they, who 
naVo'devIaed this deep and cruel wrong, call upon yon all lo Banotion their device and carry it Inw execution. 

Yoit ore called on to adopt a ConBtiiution, which coniaina tho provisions, 

Fitat, That a man, fofliavlng a colored skin, aUall be unrcpreaented m the Legislaturo. In other words, that, for thfa 
cftueo, he nhall not be counted In the apportionment of members of the Lof^slaiure. 

Second; That a man^ for havinj^ a colored akin, ehatl be denied his right to cast n vote. 

To be jSQilty, under a represcDtattvo, end, wiihol, a republican, Qovcrnment, of ahuttiug out a part of the people fVom a 
repreBentauoa in the Government, is to bo guilty of a partiality for which there Is, certainly, no oxcubc. It Is to be guilty of a 
wrong, aa palpable, ns would be their exclusion fhom the cotnmon air and common water. It ia, simply, a triumph of the 
Btfona oy^i; Uvj weak— of the many over the few. The triumph, in the pteBent instance, ia over persona bom open our toil, 
bikJ of pjftteotA, nlt^Dy of whom shed their blood in Ita defence. And as ii to make the triumph most insulting and withering) 
tlio NfiW CooftUaiioa prefers, tlio white pauper, who subsleta on the public charity, to the colored man, who earns his own 
bread. Tlid Old'Confliiluliori, in the apportionment of members of tho Leglalature, excludes tho pauper, as well as ihe colored 
man. l^hfi r^ew pooatitutioQ leaves tho colored man in the disgrace of such exclusion ; and greatly dcepeua that disgrace by 
lifllns op ^h^ ttabper oat of* it 

' Thv' right to. vote i» not loss sacred, and U to more valuable than the other right, of which the New Constitution robe the 
colored (natl. ' The right Ut vote is iodL&pensably protective orall the other rtghu of him, who wields it Bmphaticatly true 
ia this im the cose of him, Whose humble condition czpo^es him to aggrcsalona. Hencd, when Pennsylvania stripped her col- 
ored peopla oTthis right to vote, it made, as the sequel proved^ all the other rights oflhat afHieled people an open and easy 
pjey. Bat; that they were without iho re^peoiability and mfluancoof votom, the colored people of tho City of New-York had 
not been mobbed ia 1B34 ;— and thai whitoperwos weio mobbed along wiih ihem, was, l>ecauee aueh persons had magnan- 
imoiiely identified themtfeivos wiiii a people, whom our laws and asageB degrade. 

As to ii\e case of their being denied tmlUicat rflpresentaUon, ub In ihie of their being denied a vote, the colored people 
Boffer tt Wrong and a. \tm Ihr less tolerable than they would from the plunder of their property. They might be plundered 
oftheir propenyj and yM be resected by others, and theit self-respect also not Invaded, but the denial of the right in ques- 
tion, de^ad^th'^iM, both In their own esteem and the eeieerooi* others: and, doing this, it contributes to multiply obstacles in 
the way' of their* fluoaistenoe, respectability, uoefulncM and happiness, so greil and so numoroue, as to compel a dobaaenient 
of-eharafter, from nl>{eh itis weR nigh miraculous, that ^ large n share oflhem escape. God be praised, that they do escape t 
The ftW of OS, who have made ourselvea acquainted with the tolored people of this Stale, and have oaal in our lot with them, 
can testify, that it is truly a large share of them, who eaoapo the debasement of character, which their adverse and wretched 
circumetanoes force upon them. Would, that the while people of this State oonid throw down their prejudices against tliese 
colored bralhreo, and look candidly and patiently at their bistoryl They would never take up those insane and roordorous 
prtiiadioei again. ' Kenantance would break their hearts ; and they tvould, thenceforth, love ona admire those, whom ibey had 
prflvioosiy<haiod and despised. ' Nowhere have there been more triumphant struggles against the sssaultsof vic« upon virloet 
agaiost toe onset of despair upon hope} and against mean, raalignaot, migtity, oppressions, than those, of which great num- 
bers. ot colpred.m^n npd nolorod women in th>4> State have shown themselves capable. In the midst of those temptations to 
low vice and tittisr abandonment, which, in such mighty boats, oBB&il extreme poverty; in the midat of diacouragementa the 
iqost appaliiDg; in the midat of such perBOcuticns, as ntrika their iron deepest into thoBOul; their indomitable courage and 
tmbeoahig integrity t^ave^ under the Divine blessing, stilt borne them along, and brought them off conquerora. 

The political disabilities ia queation are to be deprecated, not for the soke only, or even mainly, of the colored people of 
this.Stttte. Tho three miyipna of American elavea will aufTcr from them. Their chaina will be maae tighter by them. As 
uiitM tl^e Colored freeman, so einks the colored slave: and ns rises the one, so Hnea the other. To be able to say, that Ihe 
ediored .people of th^ Norfb arc igoorant, abjact, wretched, la to have the most ulausible argument for his ojpptession that the 
^ooinera slaveholder. baa ever coveted", and never are Northern mon more cfiectually doing the slavehMder's wicked work, 
t^ao when abgdged In.disl'r'anchistng their colored brotb-^r, and muliiplying-Impedimenle In .iTte way of bis obtaining aclence, 
property, respectability, and happlneas. Let, however, the colored man o| tho North but have the righls of the white man of 
Nprtj*; and let the way boas open to tho one, as to the other, to acquire wealth, and character, antfpower; and the South- 
ern oppre«>ori instead of contit^uing to look Northward for iuattQcationa of hia guilty relation, will flna influencee pouring In 
upon 1^ wiu that quarter, which wilf quickly diaeolve it Tho colored man of Ihe South, when the capabilities of his race 
sJfiAllhave'beon proved by the colored manoi'^the North, will Prcaeni himself in a now light to his maBter. Despised and hated 
before, he wilt then have become an object of respect and affection. Tho master will no more task, and lash, and cboin, hi< 
victim. Of ail euch work hia hand.wjil then bo weary. It will bo palsied by the truth, which hos flashed upon him, that he, 
wbom|.era this, be had mislakea for a brute, is, in reality, a man—his fellow man — and his equal. 

. . X baye intirqatcd iIlq strong tendency of these political dl^abititleH lo degrade the subjects of them into ibe subjecli of Ig- 
norpDcc, vice^ and crime. Their tendency is ako to destroy In tho subjects of them, all attachment to the Common weal in, 
V^hich tnflitits 60 cruel and unprovoked a ^yrong. Our State Cannot afford to inflict this wion^; — for it cannot afford its conse- 
quences. , The public morale cannot afford^ uml bo considerable an element in our population should be stamped with an 
mmoqt neoeq'nrily charanterialic debaseroenl. Our political eafety cannot afford, that scores of thousands, who, else, would 
equal (ho roost patriotic of their fellow-citlKeua in devotion to the public good, and in capacity to promote it, should be con- 
verted into a fruill'ul source of disaffection and danger. 

That in, tho year 1S4Q, anu ailer fifteen years of earnest, faithful, inveBllgation of the wrongs, and manly, and eloquent, 
assertion of the daimaof colpied Americana, a Convention to prepare a Constitution for the State of New-Votk should propose 
tlioso ou'-ragCB on their political righrn. ia, indeed, amazing. One would have thought, that the sorrows, In which Ibia unhappy 
people had, for cenlurica, been alooped, were enough to satiate the malice of the most flendlikc heait. One would have tbougnf, 
thai^ by ihiu lime, hatred toward these poor outcaota had begun to eshauat Itsplf, and pity begun to toke its place. So far 
from iliis, however, the year 184G Burpasacs every formcryear in conspicuoua and flagitious mcooores of the white AmerlAano 
against the colored Aruericans. The (IrBl of these measures la our war. Mexico had not wronged us. But, to perpetoaie 
tho slavery of colored Americana, we muat have more territory to soak with their sweat, and tears, nnd blood ; and, hence, 
have our armies gono forth to dismember thai Notion. The annals of tho world aie searched in vain for a war, prompted by 
inotivea go base Bml diabolical, tl is, withal, a war of eminent cowardice on tho part of our country — a war. not only M un- 
righteous, Us Mc:tico IS unoffending, but as oowordly, as aho is weak and distracted. Again, the moat influential religious 
AsBociation in the land, to avoid giving an occasion for pressing It, in the name of consistency, to question the piety of ihivfl- 
holders and their fitncca for Church membership, has, within a few weeks, actually refused to say, that it is wrong to vola 
notorious adullerera into ihe Church of Jesus Christ. Aaain, ecarcely had we heard of this virtual and anthorildllve fodonie- 
ment of American sliivery, ero news of another^ and sliu more auihoritotivo and influential indorscmont of il came ftom the 
other aide .of the Atlantic. Tho late World^s Convention in London thr^w wide open to thebnyers and sellera of human QesH 
R door of admisBion into tho 'Wofld'B "Evangelical AillHnce." The declaration ofthose American gentlemen in the Convci>- 
liop, who are in Church fcUowehip with olftveholdera^ that alavery is tho creature of law, and their pretty broad bint, thai, if 
they werp required lo give up ihcir proshvery, the European delegates ohould be required lo aivo up their rum-drinking ; — 
these, Uigeiher with tho sympathy, which tho Convention very naturally felt for men, who would rather pray than eat; pre- 
' '^^f^jlAOPipa ,UKit door. Slavery the creature of law— and, hence, tho slaveholder is innocent 1 Lotteries the creature of 
Iftw^anoi" mnce, the dealer in lottery-tickets is innocent! RuniBclling tho creature of law — nnd, hence, the rumscller and 
rtun-drinkec lue innocent I 




'kljavi{ glRb^d lit R few of the recent criinei aj^aiitst colored Araeiicans. Tho Convemion Tor rcvumg your Consliiutioir 
Would bavfl you add another crime to thia clusier ol cnmea. lu apportioning members of the LogUlaturo, and in iircaciibiog 
alf^unotQf] voters, it asks you to paqs over tiie poor black man, us uo mao. What will bo your ansiver'? God grant, 
may^'tifl. tWt, "A hah ib a man." God grant, that ynur answer may be nn indignant rejection oP tils man-trampling 
n>d^lwt;)w|(ijt iwper. which you are asked to adopt. Thai it is Qod-uespising, ns well as raoa-tramptlug, is a^ evident [ 
l>lip,H}a 'gnAf and loving heail altbrancbes or the human family are equally dear. '*0od is no respecter of persons" — 
&pw-lfm( ir^'J^Vei him, is 1 Alas, wba^ counlcrreitsol' the religion oPHcavcnure cuirent.ainoact men t . , 
--vjO Wi^^'^tl'i'fP?^ ''^"^"'^y*''''''''' ^ purpoie of* getting your votctifor the adoption of this wick flu, pnper, will bfireferrdd 
in behnlforcoloreu men, which the Convention huH submiltetl. Bui this nropouition is^ an Anntul- ' 
WlTiVi'^^^'!'?^nV9''*'Mu*Ii''it rather thai) a par/ oril. It is a good Amendmciil: and every man, wno does not qitfici'prejq- 
aUte \o iyniDbi2B bver hisuadersiandinfTi and the spirit ofcasle to shrivel his'eoul. will ongerly vole Tor It. But, howQver ooud 
.ipAy,fM^l^.pf;>iw»ed Amendment ofn Coostitulion, and however likely prevail, it does not foJIpw, that we nmVt (hereTorCt 
unmy^jaCiM ilsflir, ere the Amendment has prevailed. It is, surely, t^mo enough to approve ora.diing,' atid,to 

vota Ibfl^ oTler I'i Us mode right. We are not til liberty, because it may posoibly, or oyer eo probably, oe made right, to indoreo 
it, whilst it is yet' wrong. But (he Amendment in qucatioo was proposed wlUicnit.lhn' least e^pectaiion-on the part^or doy one, 
.lA^U wguld-^f3V9i|: and, aa to the great majonly orthe Convention, it wq^? pro^posed, without fheleobt desire, thai it should 
j^vali. ^Sube'RieraberB orthe Convention, and, umoag them, Uiu respectable jjentlomtiu IVom tn^ own Couotjr, sincerely and 
warmly desired, thai it should prevail. Bu^ tho dastardly and inalKlouB provision in iho body.oithe Constitution Tor diofVan- 
*-' *- ''^o.cj?lqred-io&a, whilst it exerts the mightiest of all the influences for I'le defeat of the Amcada)ent,lndIcat«s'aUo,BU»t 
"My^ tjiB de«tre of the great majoiity of iho Convention for lU defodf. 

. , E)Uer an. ^^hfs Aatendmeni,put forth so c'ald^'and hypbcriilc'allyf should prevail! Qod has dunodveti. more im- ' 
BLfi^fngt ihda' ftiis for the cause ofhia poor, and Hta own glory. ' , ' , . 

I^ic^i^ul not vote for the New Constitution, nvin wera it rikat on the point of voting. Its crime against OUr colored 
»lJ^,eifbTudji)ff i)im from political represonlation, Ts,' of iiselffsuQicienlly great to disenllUe it to the voleN of all perabnt. 
nisvii)g,,u;At a man ia a man, believe ibat^ in tba'apportiunment' of members of the Legi>tlature,.thacDla|rQd mAn'shoulo - 
Jt wellaa iho wftlto man. ' ^ . ■ 

Tafet voles for the Now Constitulion, it will also be iiaid, thai, unless it bo adopted, wo ahall hove to live aqolher^quar- 
jff^^cenlury, under the Old one. Why, however, should wo need to live throe years longer, under it7 Havinjc rejected 
^ijVfCQDHtiluUon, why need we lose a moment in taking steps for another 'Couventlun, that shall present , to oa' ,^oiher ^ 
^lj[^tloi),7 Whether, indeed, it be rejected or adopted, why need we lose a moment to this end? ' W 

. .inQmihiag we.iuay reasonably hope for. It iv, that, if we have another Coovenliop to, frame a Constitution, it.wUI, to. s .. 
BIMtiextcnt, be oonjposed of men, who perceive and appreciate the true intent.and uses of Civil Government; of a^ef)) who 
D^UKVQ,.t|iat the chief design of God, in His merciful gin of Civil Government, ia to. provide protocUcn therein forthe^pon^r, and 
ignorant, and weak, and helpless; of men, who believe, that tUa Civil Government, which plunders, instead' oTprotecUngiBUDtfi 
iftUpworihy the name; — is, indeed, not a Civil Govcrnntent, but the meanest and most detestable of pirates. A ,Copveotlon, 
aO!mppeod"f persons of this description, would present us with a CooBlitniion, meriting the name of the po^r inan's Popstlni- 
tiMu.iFior ii would be a Consu'lulion, that would not only, secure to thepboxest of the poor, (what, because, they ore sncti they > 
iW(l;'.(npre than others) the indispensably prutecllve right of yotjngi but it would be a Constitution, that would Necura to every 
nVHt.hipbome. , That, in every Nation and every State with but one e;coeptiDO, tlie poor nion's home is at the mercy of his , 
({fwditor*, B*i surely, no iodioatioo of a progressive civitizntion urn prpgressive Christianity. Every man's home should, eibphat- 
ipwty^ b!!e,tus " castle^ : and the laws should permit do creditors to dq strong enough to drag him from it. There should be ono - 
rp«liHi.t^ .wide world, beneath which the poorest man should, for the consolation of his aoxious heart, be allowed to feei, ibat 
llAftnd ill* .wife and their little ones, may lie down unmolested. There ehould bo one spot — one speck — of this gpfid oartb, , 
wbici) 9t*' nerotrui F^^her in.Heaven has given to us all, that the poureet maoshould be aUonred <Q leal iahis own. 

I.tnut, thatournexi Corutllution (and may it be speedily obtained 1) will eiempt every homesfead from the grasp of ered"; 
- haw I II h a-lhatbooieslead a dwelling in the City, era dwelling and garden in the village, ore farm in the Country. Where the. 
farm exceeds sume twenty-five or thirty acres, let the excess be ot the disposal of ereditors. 

Ilmow not, that I tvhs ever more pleased at the passage ofa Resolution, than I was, last Thursday, When llie Liberty'^ 
Party -Convention ofthe County of Madison passed the fallowing Resolution : 

"Reifolvc^, That Liberty mea should never cease, no) noi for a day, (o strive for anew Connltotioo for the State ofN'ewYo^, SO locg' 

^sitsexistiag CooBiitailon fails to recognize ibo rigbi of s man to his vote, wbatsver may be the color of his akia, or Ibe right of s man to' 
bis fatMlesily obtained home, wba'.ever the debts he may owe." 

, It will be objected to this Constitutional protection of the homestead, that some men, to escape paying tbclr debts, wilt' 
coQVQrtt^ll their property into a splendid and costly dwelling-house. But, surely, !aws can be framed topieventthenuccess of 
thU, as well as another, fraud. Again, it will be objected, that soma men, who have no other property' tp satlaf)^ their debts,' 
Wijt continue to live in houses, which, though obtained with no fraudulent views, are, nevertheless, many tlineB more f:Xp6nsIve 
than ^omports with their narrow circumstances. Such cases would, doubtless, occur; but they would tie raie^ The general 
operalTon.of the proposed provision would bo to exempt from alienation, against the wjll of the owner, the humblest close of^ 
dwettitigs.. The owner ora magniOcent and costly house, who had cumo to be possessed of no other property! woOld, id ihe^ 
v^t mudriiy o|^/iurh ce^es, gel a cheaper house, to the end, that the difference in the cost of the two might furnish hi« fiimlly' 
iKe bi^ns of subslatence. I repeat it, ihnt the provision in question would be a provision^ nbt In behalf of a splendid and luxa- 
r[i(>uiiUvin'g, but in behalf uf a lowly and frugal condition. The ConatituUoa, containing', it, would be, what in thb respect tbo: 
CQOsIItiillondfev^ry State should be. . . - 

That the Constitulion, nowpresenled to you. Is any thing else than the poor man's Constiinllon, should not surprise you. 
The Copventicn, which framed it,]B said lobe distinguished lor only one thing — and that is, the vast aggiegate o^eallh of ittf 
members, Noiy, that a Coovenlion of rich men should frame n Consthotion of peculiar adaptation to the necei*Iiies of the. 
poar,,|s as unoaiural, aa that water should run uphill; The rich are the oppressors of the poor. The divinely inspired queji^ 
tiQd:'**J}u not rich men oppress you ollhough addreeeed to the poor, eighteen hundred years ago, Is as pertinent notV, qb it 
W^s'Uieo. Combine with the opulence of a large share of the members of the Convemlbn, the more elgniScnnl fact, that wjth, 
lidi Yif ry, few exccplione, they all think meii, who chain, and lash, and buy, arid sell, the poor, are 6t for civil rulers; ana you; 
wiirf*rnnder — not, thai Ihe Constitution, which they present to us, ia no bettor— but, that it is no worse. *' Do men guihef 



grapes^f thorns, or Gga of thistles"? 

\„Hlrike, now, iny fellow citizens — c ... _ , „ . , 

1l^yp,to fcgitele, Ana ^o^Itate, every year of vour lives, for another Convention mid apother Constitution, be never content, until 



L now, iny fellow citizens — strike now—for another Convention and nnother ConstitatioD :— and, though yott! shall 



yOQ'jjara obtained Copstitution, which roDs no poor manof his vole, and which sccurea to every poor man his home. 

-■ ,,W6uId,ll)atI wcrepermillod to close Ihls Circular with a stronger fjopo, th^t y'ou wIW do what my whole heart has just 
cMted out to yotj to it. But, my hope is faint. When your' party leaders and party press'^a were Influencingus in the choice 
orP(j|ejg6te« to the Coovenllon, a large share of them sought to makfl us believe, (hat foi nothing dld.lhcy desire a New Con- 
stltwbm io.dtuch,a»to elevate by it the colored man of this Stale, and by means of hia'olevntlon, to help his enslaved race at 
th6,pdti(|l. .We were suspicious of them, then. We are more euspicious of tljem, now. ,We had, repeatedly, seen their antl- 
filaVflry phJiessiopa followed by proalavery'voling—even by voting for traffickeru ip human flesh. And; now, we not only see 
tbIp1iuho;us crime unrepented of, butadaed to by tholr tame and quiet acquiescence' In the outrage of the New ConaiilutJoa 
■on Ct^ffld Ameiicaus; — by, I nriighl, perhaps truly, say, Iheir heartfelt approval 'of that ootrage. 

yptore of ll^e' State of New- York! bo on your guard agaioat these party loaders and party e^itorB. They will lultyoa to 
vote Ibr the New Constitulion; and some of them will put on an aaiislavory face, when tbey ask the^avor. Ask tbemjiatant, 
if tbgy *re fready for a practical adoption of such mottoe, as ibeae :— ' 

' "JEn^'t^'"' c'vH office, but a republican: and no slaveholder is a republican, and'.iio'persOQ, who thinks a slaveholder ut 
-Ibil^jMiQfflce, is a reoublican.*" 

JlraOTjat^ not ready for it, then consent to be counselled by the Calhouha and McDpERps. who vote, as they, talk, father thao 
lpfSw||^^Ji<fjlP>;rQrthi(elawewiiht^ . , , ■ . ■ ', 



pETEnnoflo, Augusr S3, 1817. 

To the JSditors of' the Emancipator^ Boston : 
My dear Sirs,— 

The last ffo. of ;our Paper is berora ms. It cmlatni an extract rmm a letter, which I wrote, Tuiir 
years ago: and prelsci, very^hijhly, the argument la that extract. But, however proper ibat argument may have been, aaappllol 
to the Llt^njr party, fou( years ago, is Et pioper, aaapplled to it now'l— and arc you aervlog the cause of truth, in applyinff ft to It 
now1 "Come— let uti reason together." 

The only material posIUous, whilch I Ulce la your extract from my letter, are 
In. Tlie Liberty pan/ sbocld confine lU eOurta to the abulltloa of slavery. 

3d. The Liberty, pany, ifio power, will do iw duty on al] other subjecis as well ait on that of slavery. 

The Liberty party, Hlro the AnilmBsonic pany, was, at the time of lis organization, reganlertas a tempornry party. It is absurd 
lo say, tb» a party, orpatrized to promote a single specific reform, is to be regarded, as a permanent party. William Oondell and 
olhers, who cnnteod, lhanbe Liberty party waao^aaized to look alter all the polllicnl interests of the country, are cunsisient in 
having regarded it, from the flm, as a pennaDeni pany. 

Ah I'viewli^ the Ltberty party isj in the mtia, made op of persons; who have agreed to stand out of their old parties, andio 
stand togelber lo the new one; uoiii, and only obUI, tbose oW parties shall consent to go for the iiboliiion of slavery. Now, if the 
DzpectaiioQ, thai ihoaa old paKks^wiill consent lag^ fori be abo)IiioBof«!avery, may still be indulged: and if, theivloK, the Liberty 
pany have, now, the saancooditiunal cxistcnoej whlcti.waB geocrally ascribed to itj at the time of its organization, audfllnai tbo 
time when I wrote the tetter under considfrmtioD; ilhon, 1 admit, that it would be inconslstenilu attempt, atthc present time, to connect 
with iiaobject of abolishing sU?ery any other ot^ect whatever. A member of the Antlmasonic party would, in proposing to extend 
the re^rdsof hi^p^r^.to any thing else than the overthrow of secret societies, have subjected himself, for his Inconsistency, to a 
rebuke no less merited than severe. And equally obnoxious lo censure would be the proposition lo tack aiiother to the ot« original 
object of the Llbeny partyj wMlsttbai party is regarded as Wut a temporory party. But, until within a few months, I had supposed 
that the greai taajoirityoMlMi Liberty pa«y hail, for'theMst two or three years, come lo regard ihc great pollltcal panics of our 
country,' as utterly incorrigible and hopeless ; and the Liberty pany as, ihcrerdre, necessarily n permanent party. During the last 
year or two, I have, very frequently, both with my lips and my pen, called on the Liberty party to cspouw, along with the anil- 
alavcry reform, the other reforms of free trade, antMand-monopoly, &c. I felt free to do so, on tlie ground, that Uio Liberty pany 
had ceased to be a temporary pany, and was, therefore, under obligation to attend lu all the political inlcrcMH of the country.' 

1 pass to the other position, taken by mo in your extract from my letter. Although, 1 believed, thai the Liberty party would 
drive the great political parties, or, at least, very large sections of them, to an antislnvcry attitude ; I, probably, did not believe, 
when writing that Icuer, that it would itself ever get into power. I, probably, have never believed, that a political party based on 
opposition to a single form of evil, could ever get Into power. Aller these preliminary remarks, I proceed to mention a couple 
of reasons, why my declaration, four years ago, that the Liberty pany, if in power, would prove Itself tru&t>wonby oD all other 
queMions, as well as on that of slavery, should not be quoted now, either fir that party, or against my consiiitency. Read the letter 
in which that declaration is made: and, you will see, that the declaratioD is made on the assumption, that the Liberty party was, on 
the question of slavery, a true pany;— an assumption, which subsequent ovenis have mtwt painfully, and yet most abundantly, dis< 
proved. A large share of its editors and members have, on one occasion and another, shown themselves lo be untrue on Iheqiiestion 
of slavery. They bav been willing, " in pecaliar circumstances," end "for this once," to cast proslavery votes — to vote for liioso, 
who vote for irailickers in human flesh. They have, thus, been willing to tear up the rery foundation cf the Liberty party, and 
repeal the very law of its existence. It is not, because I do not lore the Liberty party [—let those, who clain, that they love it 
more than I do, give more proofs than I hare done of loving it; and let them, especially, remember, that my promptness to censure 
it for its faalis, and thereby increase its dislike of me, is no Utile proof of my loveof it— ] I say, that It isBot, because I do not love 
the Liberty party, thatlnowgive it, as my deliberate opinion, that, tinder the excnsa of " peculiar circumstances," and of "this 
once," mors than half of the editors and members of the Liberty party would, this day, vote for proslavery voters. Why, even our 
highly valued brother, who ediu the Charter Oak, would, if I understand him, vote for a proslavery voter, who is in favor of a Ta- 
riff, rather than foranantislarery voter, who is opposed to a TttrlS*: and wonld,too. If I understandhim, refuse to aid the aotlslavery 
cause, at the expense of the system of commercial restrictions. 

I have, now, in my reference to its astonishing and sad revelations of unsoundness on the question of slavery, given one of my 
promised reasons, why my confidence in the Liberty pany, previous to those revelations, should not be taken for my confidence in It 
now; and why Ibis change in myself should not be suflered to argue against my consistency, I proceed lo the other reason. 

From the time of its organizaiioa, the professed principle of action of the Liberty party has been the equal righu of all men- 
equal justice to all men. The belief, that this was really its principle of actioo, was calculated, even more than the opposition lo 
slavery, by which it Illustrated thai principle, lo Inspire confidence, that the Liberty party, if In power, would do its duty on all other 
questions, as well as on that of slavery. But that belief no longer exists: and the confidence, which it inspired, has, of coarse, died 
along with it. The long professed principle of action of the Liberty party is, its editors being witnesses, not lu real principle of 
action. The Liberty pany virtually repudiates this principle of action. Being now bound to take the ground of a permanent party, 
and to come under the obligations of every such party to look after the political Inieresuorali classes, the Liberty party, if lu editors 
are authorized to speak tor it, is to be held guilty of repudiating' this principle of action, inasmuch as these editors refuse to apply 
it in the direction of utore than one single object. I would add, that, with such Infldelliylo the other objects, which, now, that it has 
the character of a permanent party, come legitimately before it, the Liberty pany is not to be relied on for fiilthfulneas even to its 
one original object. 

You have, now, before you both of my promised reasons, why you are not at liberty to ose, either to my disadvantage, or to 
the advantage ol'ihe Liberty party, what I said, four years ago, of its trustworthiness on other aubjecta, as well as on that of slavery. 

I am sol unmindful, thai ooany Liberty pany men, who are opposed to cor acting ob these other aabjects, say, that we may 
diiaua them. A year ago, 1 was quieted, and so were William Goodell and others, by the uoderstanding, that, thenceforth, Ibe Lib- 
erty pany wonia allow and encourage, in its meetings and newspapers, the discussion of all those questions, which fiill property under 
the notice of a permanent political party. But, that we either deceived ourselves, or were deceived by others, is now manifest fmm 
the fact, that most of iu meetings and newspapers, not only absuUo from discussing them ; but, by taking the ground, that the Lib- 
erty pany shall not aet upon them, virtually refuse to dlKUss them. For,maoifestly,to disciiaatbem, luder thelbregoDeeoncIusioD, 
that th«y shall not be acted upon, Is the merest emptiness and hypocrisy. 

I am \7riling this letter, sot to prove, that I am a cmulatent man. All, who know me, Icoow, that I make 00 prelenalons to 
consistency. 1 am a man ot change. All, who live, not to stereotype, but to correct their errors, most be men of change. All, who 
live to lean), most ba men of change. Upon many things in my antlslavery blKoty I look back with r^nl : and, I hope, by the 
Divine help, I skall, hereafter, go counter to thenL For lostance, I would never again take part lo organizing a temporary political 
party ; or a party, which goes for the promotioo of but a single spedflc reform. The only political party, which a mao has a right 
to belong to, is one, which is suited, and entitled, to continat to the end of time, because il goes for all polltieal rigbleousni- 
for righteonsDCss in every department, and on every sattject, of po1ItIc*~fbr the welflue of every class and condition of men. 'I'hc 
only political party, In a wotd, wbkh a mao has a right to belong to, is one, which is a party both o/the whole, and fir the whole. 

Bat I will oop writing. Yoa and I will, periiapi, ba permitted lo resume oar diseaaalon, the 90th October, io the National 
Convention, at Buffiilo. I hope to be there ,*-Hiot for tha parpoae, as that " odd fellow" of the Bangor Gaielle will bavB it, of court- 



ing n nominaliiin at the iinnds of the Cunvention— for, it will be long, befurc I give consent lo be, nnd very long, belbre I ask to be, 
a caniMdaie fur civil itltiw;— nor for tbe purpose ol' proposing tests of niembersbip in the Liberty parly ( — a measure, which they, 
who are bent on malting me as odious as possible, in the eyes of the Liberty parly, so freely charge on me — ) but, I hope to be there 
to take pan in Uie tliscusbion of itie questions— Isi. Whether the time has not come— bad not, indeed, long ago, come— for the Lib- 
erty party to give tip all hope of the other parties, and to regard itself as a pcrmaneot party — 3d. Whether if it so regard itself, it 
U not bound lo inquire, with honest purpose, into all the bearings of its great principle of action— the principle of the equal rights 
uf all men— of equal justice to all men. 

Show me the man, who will answer these questions in the aflirmative; and who has, also, illustrated bis sincere adoption of 
tills great principle of iiction, by his devotion lo the cause of the blave; and you show me the man, whom I welcome, as a good 
Liberty party man, and uf whose future progress in the discernment and espousal of his political duties, he has already given a 
must gratifying and BauDlaciury earnest. Of course, gentlemen, you do nut believe, that the National Cunventiou will answer 
these questions in the anirmniive. Indeed, judging by what I have seen in your columns, you do not believe, that even the State 
of New- York will give one vote for them in the Convention. Such faith, however, have I in the power of truth — and such faith, 
that the heads and hearts of luan are susceptible of that power— as to hope, that, notwithstanding present appearances, a majority 
of the Votes of the Cunvention will be cast for them. What!— the National Conveniion of the Liberty party, held in October 1847, 
reftJBe lo look opon the political parties, which are rivalling each other in the work of destroying a sister nation to make more room 
for "slavery 1—whail that Cunveniioa refuse to look on such parlies as hopelessly incorrigible; nnd the Liberty party as, becaase 
ohhat hopeless incorrigibility, a permai'.ent party I What! that Conveution so infatuated, as to believe, that, whilst all the world is 
waking up to the claims of such momentous quesiloDs, as free trade, free soil &c. &c., Iho Liberty party may remain asleep over 
theml Impossible! Impossible II Surely, surety, that Convention will not hold op the Liberty party to be jeered at by eTer7 
passer-by, asa pour, pitiful, cowardly, atid utterly impotent thing] Surely, surely, that Convention will not patforth i'^ hand to strip 
the LEbeny party of all tbe bright hopes, which cluster so thickly about it, and to cuver It with deep and enduring disgrace 1 

With great regard, 

your friend, 

GERRIT SMITH. 

P, S. For obvious reasons, it has been the policy of the Liberty party newspapers to print bat Uule of what 1 have written, tbe 
last few months. 1 submit, whether they will notowe It to myself and to the cause of truth, to depart from this policy so far, as to 
print this lelter, in every instance, in which they print that to wbtch it is a reply. G. S. 
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pBTDimorto, NovomTv r lj-i047. 
S. P. GuAiiia, Esq., CincinnQ(i: 

■ p,!-/' Dljah Srit — -At iht) i>IaIionnl Cpnrcniiou of 
Iha tiiberty party/helti in EuQalo, 2GlhiQstmoniIi, I 
introiiiiced Iho followinij resolution: ^ 

Wliorcns Iho pro-sinverj'" obligaliong of Iho li'c- 
dora! Con.% 'itution are found solely in the abunUftnt 
Bpcoulntiong On iho intentions of lhat_ instrument: 
and whereas. It3 ahli-shivciiy obiig'ationg are palpa- 
bio from its plain declarations : — Resolved, thero- 
foro, thntj relyinp;- on theso declarations, and refus- 
ing to bo misled by those; gp'^culoltons, ivo hold, 'htit 
eUtvery, whether in Iho Dialrict of Columbia, or in 
any other part of the Nation, is clearly and utterly 
unconstituttonali" ' ■ ' i 

It is not too much to say, that you contributed 
largely to the defeat of Iho Resolution. Tho oppo- 
oilion of a gentleman, who, to bis many olhcr tillcs 
to the esteem of the Libcrli;^ party, adds that of be- 
ing an eminently able constitutional lawyer,' could 
not have failed to be very eOectivo. 

Will you permit mc to asTc you to look ogain at 
tho Resolution ? You will pardon roy impatience to 
gain your approval of, it, whcr^^yQix .reflect, how 
loudly the cause of tho^Invp calls for that approval. 

I have, for many year3,--jcen ontho faco of tho Con- 



bUiUuou' 'iio'.fCr (o r.b'olifib ■bvc'vy pari'ol' i'iiiiciici;:i 
i)IiiVurj Bu;, foi^.ici'ly, i did not chiiiii, u,.', iiirj 
pu\verLi.oii'iLl-Jo'i:i:ji-ci.icd to ilsluU <;:;{Cnt. Jr. . <■.■.' 
^tiio pib-,Ji::voi-y ciicculalions on tlio inltinliony oT j 
'Coustitution'ia, iliUf tlio Federal Go'vevniiicnt 
not (o :^ ^maad tlio f bolHion ofKla'vcry in (Iij ''oM 
ihiric-:.'f3(:iU:rT." ' In comniori wilh ^idst abo.IIiou- 
Ijb; I dDfan-cd to lliia aijccukilion, rmd h:ft liio ai:- 
Yei-y of. Ihbse Staioa Id (hoii- own disposal. Nov/, 
however, for n considornblo Icnglh D^time, 1 Tmvo 
-turned my back onfall such spucubtiun'"': nml have 
been in fovoi: of laTtin^ Ibo Cocslitulion juit as it 
Teada.' 'Coking U just od it roads, 'wd, of coui-so, 
Como, prompUy, to Iho conclusion, that it 'oiijbui's 
Iho atiolition of every part ■of AmoriiCan slayery, 
^nd, why flIlbuM not take iti-just hii it reada ? 
Whoiicb, indeed, cJr permission to talte it other- 
t7iso ? Hlost emphatitally, whence oUr pormiaiioa 
■lo do ^0,'for tho'purposo' of maliing out ii cast) 
against the hiost essential ilud sacred hurtian rxglitsf 
In il3 preamblo, wo find, lhat the' Constitution iis 
liot ii'dch of Slavbry ; but a temple of liiborty: A 
Icmple of Liberty, I soy; — for Iho' Go'ddcja horaclf 
Eiidiids in its.vpsllbulti. ' learii from the' pi-eaia- 
ble, lhat one of the' otajecta of ordainiWg and estab- 
aishinglho CdntiUlUtioh tvns *Mo ficiduvo tho bless- 
ings of hberty.*' passing on, we find,, lhat tho 
Constitution harmonizes with Uio preamblc~ihe 
temple with '.ho v^stibqlb. ' For instance, tho Con- 
alitution provides, tlji^t '* tho right of iho people to 
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ho ;:ccnro in tlicir p2i-:;0TiD, r:c.p n^nv.y:i ;',!'.vc-" -.onr-- 
blo I ■■'.rcliej find Ge!ziu-03 chnV- !io£ bn;vii;latcd;" 
tint no ncrcon slnUl bo donrivcd of life;, Vihci-- 
or property, v/ithout duo proceed ci' I^.w;" r.nd. 
iliat " Uio United Stales jlieUgui'-ranij^ to every 
in 111'" TJrjion c; rcpublicnn form of covernniont.^' 
No\;, '(ho con doubt, (lial lliia InncunE-D u3:3, on 
llio fnco of it, Qnd by ovory rationa. end jusl con- 
struction of if, Rivo puv/or to cbolish every part of 
Amsrican slavery ? 

Bui, it is Enid, that Ihoro are passngos in tbo Con- 
stitution, which nro pro-sinvcry. , In what sense, 
iiowevel , nro they pro-slnvery ? If- they do not re- 
quire the upholding of slavery, nor forbid Iho aboli- 
tion of it, then, whether, they ore, or are not, pi-?>- 
slavorj, is wholly foreign to tho question boforq us; 
for, then, they do not stand iu Ihp way of the ojior- 
cioo of the distinct, and posiiivo, and sulTioient, an- 
ti-slavery ' poivcrs of the Constitution — its distinct, 
and positivo, and sufficient p'oy/ers for aboliahing eVr 
ory port of American slavery. . 
, la it said, that the provision, which refers to tho 
importation of African slaves (, for such I admit to 
he its reference,) is npro-slavorylaintnpon tho Con- 
stitution ? Whether so, or not,, is immaloria! to our 
present arRunaonl. Does it stand in the way of Iho 
abolition of American slavery by-the Federal Gov- 
ernment f That is the only pertinent question. It 
manifestly does not; — for it expired by its own iimr 
ila(h}», fortjr.yejirs Dgo. . , 
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'■■ i huvQ Giicicifictl f,.3VC5nl of (ho ntiti-Glavery powera 
of iho'Coiialiluticji;. This provision, rodpecling' tSio 
'African liliivo-tratle, calls to mintl, imd LiiniiilD in 
conncciion \nihy unotiiui- of ilu anli-i;liivoiy pov/ci j. 
-3i iu the po'.yoi* to regulate commerce. It waa taken 
-foi-gii'.ntcd, thai this power would bo used, as if af- 
-torvvdiuij woD used, to abolish tho African blave- 
'irado. • And, v/ellj might it b.'/ Jakcn for grunted, 
—for tho only remaining friendiihip for tiie trade 
was confined to South Carolina and Georgia. Kvcn 
North Carolina, by tho tax sho had imposed upon 
iti'liad, in effecti prohibited it within her borderc. 
To conCilinls ti handful of persons in two of tho 
States,' the exertion against the African slave-trado 
of tho power to vtJgulate cotnmerco was restrained 
for nineteen years. This is to be regretted. Ne- 
Tertholeas, this temporary restraint of one of itp nn- 
ti-flluvcry powora did not restrain then, and much 
loss doo3 it restrain now, aiiy other of the onli-slave- 
ry powers of the Constitution. 

I Eaid, that the African fahivo-trade was abolished 
under tho pov^er to regulate commerce. Thd*^ fireat 
o::tent of this power is argued from the fact, that it 
is, from its definition, just as competent to abolish 
the inter-State -ElaVe-trado, 03 tho African slave- 
trade; and from the Airther fact, that to abolish the 
intor-Stato slava-trnde is to cut the very juguldi' of 
American slavery. 

■ ' We have oeon, that tho provision, respecting the 
African slave-trado, stands not in tho way of tho ab- 
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Jon t^i ;.]i\'/i:vy. 13v.t, yj it to bo ro^avfl'itlj ;; ; even 
'pro-V'] ivoi'"/ taint on.^'io <'oii3li'iitiDn ? It iis lr;n, 
Ihut tUi-. pcovjaioq nnd that, xi]u\c7 v/liiclillie Afi'ivin 
,':lr,vc.-tn;(I') ,v;a'i aholifihc'lj p.iifl,,unili;i* r/hic'i Uio if,- 
tcr-Slnto,a!:ivc-,tvtti?o nJso choiild bo abolir.bcil, jp-cj: 
_^u^:'(ino3i[ic'n pii Iha piijj^.o of lh(} Con Uilul jot). Nq- 
VQrl!t-.'!o.iJj lh---y,arj; to be yit^^ycd, ci-'j cnvcnii\ :]y ^zav,- 
roctocl v/jtb ORch olh r; and n'f ii):;cpar:ibip p.ait;; of 
nn anIi-GliivGry :n.ont, into vybjch.tho oM 
tbirtcen SlaJpo" yntcrccV That acie3me;i* might 
b^i pxpi^esyntj^ as fpHows: ; 

/*,Tb9 CoiigrcKj nhnU:|i[\vcpo>vcr to rcgulatp com- 
mcrcp.wjlh lorcigii. nutionpj ^rtl pmonfj Ibfj nevoiol 
Stntoa, with tbo e;cceplion,,Ui^.t it sbaH not bcused 
to aboliaii tiiQ A^'ncan elavo-.trado cqrlior Ibcu the 
year 1808." , . , . ■ ' ' ■ 

This agreement ,^'an a gictjt cijli-alavory coneo 
ciott on tbo part of tho olt} thirteen Slates," ■ At 
tho lime, tbcy n-jado it, Ibey bail ns uiiqupalioned a 
richt, as any other covcrpi^otiea on the globe, iQ 
carry on tba African clavp-trnflOf Ifcvortlieless; in 
Ihig agrecmont, Ibcy empowered .Iho Central or Gor 
jieral GDvernment* ■ivbich Ibc^ v;ero crectinfT* 'o 
aboifrh both tho African qnil inter-Stf)to slave- (rq.i^o, 
with no other reservation t!ian l!)at it shall not abor 
Jisb lUo African slavo-ti-ade, prior, tp tlio ycor 1803. 
Clearly then, sp far aq t'"? fltjroemcnt gives cbE^rac- 
tftr to the Coimlitulion and tho General Govornmout, 
thay ore anli-r.lavery— notpro-slt^yery. , If n>y tlr«n- 
Iicn^aiEjhbors glvQ mo po\yer to .break their hotUcy, 



— v/U!j no oI!)Cvi^;.."'.L'V;U!d;i, il;aa lI:?.L iil.'.cl'^„-i 
(j ji v.'Ji:'.: h: Iho lifo ol'a uiau iu i.ioro llhin^i 

Iti.iin ;i G^^ccificd Iitcil of liquor— ilic prijiuf, :ii 
Viliic'i t'i.^y ^'ivo tliia power, to bj.caili-d miU- 
t:!ir]iit-...iicc piipcr ? — cr tim i, foi- conaiirtlir.p io ba 
ib depoaUaryj-to fco called a.; .^-U-tcsupcruncc -.zi^ni 
Manifcolly not. 

. . la nil oreuraetaa to prove iho iiva-sbvcry ciii:i-ac- 
ter of Uki Coujtitutioji, grcaJ nU-eaa h laid on Iho 
provijioa for llio npporlLonincnt of icprcGcntutivcc. 
JJut,;dpe3 litis provision rsquivo tho upholding of 
Elo.v^^ry ? 1 Tliia ia not prelemlcd. Doca it forbid tho 
cxorciso, in onj' ditcction, of Iho anti-alavory pov/- 
I .ers of the Conslitulion ? Nor is this' pretended. 
What Ihon ? Why, it operatcD to .tho ndvanta{;o of 
citjvcry! If this be so, then .ill, that need bo ljIu, 
is, lliat, in Ducb operation, vjc have niiolher jcasou 
for o^^^i'ciaing' the anti-clavery powers of the Cousli-- 
(ntioHj, and aboliahing slnvory.. 

It is, contended, Ihat Ihia ia a '/vrong provioior.. 
!3ui,.fjinco it neither reqiiiroa tho uphqldinsy of slave- 
ry, nor forbids ita abolition, it ia cnliroly extrancouD 
io Iho present argument, whether it j3'a np;htvOr x\ 
VfTon^ provision. I wil! iidnaU, Uov/ever, that it i;; 
n wrong provision: — but, not for the reason, \vhic!i 
mapy.givo for esillins it sucb. They calt U v-^ro;:g, 
liccaut;y,it counts olaves in tho apporti(ir)ir!v;iit. A 
slave, thoy liold, should not be counted poliiicaHyi 
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a^anuch LIS (iii;c-fiflii3 of a mnii, nor c-vcn -.nuca 
111 Iho smalU':t proporliou ol'r. muir. — >. I.>:>eu5 1 c.iU 
it v/ionf; for Iho directly oppojilu reason, lliat il lio^a 
.'iiul LllffiSr Uio slave to count for n v;hold luan: it u 
.r.iLl, i!mt, ;nas?nuch as tho slaves aro not pormiilod 
iL) ■ olo, they shduiil not bo counted in tho ap'poition- 
lacsE. Why, then, AiouM frco peoplq of culor bo- 
counted in it— for iai.y, v.'ilh Email o::copliouj, <i:j 
not pormitted tp vui j ? Why, then-, should ivoaeti 
bo counted in it— for they oro uU robbed of their 
•right to voto ? Wliy, (hen, should tho poor v;liitti 
men, who, in' some ports of tho Nation, aro donied 
t!io right to voto, bo' counted in tho cppoftionmont '! 

It is, indeed, a great hardship,' that tho ■ siavoa 
should bo counted in tho npporiionraont of reprosen- 
talives, nnd, yet. bavo no vote in tho cKoico of Ihom. 
But, as the faultintho case is dxcIusiVely with Ihooo 
Slates, which forbid their voting, so, also, is Iho ro- 
ciody, exclusively: with them. To cay, that, bo- 
mma a Slato Government dei.rivca somo of its sub- 
jccSa of tho right to vote, tho "Feiloral Government 
should refuEO to count tho disfroiich-scd fines' as 
mon, or even parts of nieri, is to say, not only, that 
to a great -.vrong.a greater may be added, but thata 
greater wrong is tho remedy for n less ono. . ^ ' 
°. Icloso.my remarks, under tliis head, by isnying, 
that if the provision before us has, by rcokoning tho 
olava (a bo as much' as a pr.vt of a man,' a teitdency 
to suElaia slavaiy; so has it also, by reckdnlng him 
to be ho moro, a tendency to ovodbrow !t. A-sIuvo 



Eln(n 13 unclnr n. jio'vorail ip.i!uccr.:cnt to nbolr'j 
rhvcry, to llic ciiil. lliiit cr.oli of lior oiti'icno, rony 
bocomo n unit.'nnd t!mt cliQ inny lUcfoby l;;'.vo Iior 
jirojiortioaalo roprcjoi-tation in tbo, coimoib of th'J 
-Nfiliop. ■ ' ' ' ' ■ ' ■ ' ' 

Tbo rishl to " nipprcia insurrections" o.nd " ilo- 
n9=tic violoncp" id nmong tbo inbercnt row^ro "f 
Civil Government. Must thiit rigbt bo, tborofore, 
c'lorciscil pgainat llio rising oftbn American alavo 
for Ilia liberty F If it bo so, decided, tlwn, all I havo 
to. Bay,.. i'/,; that euoh decision necessarily involves 
the dcoioion, tbat tho Federal Govornmcnt cnust, ia 
tbo C7;qrc,iap: ,0f its aiuplo powers Ibereto, - abolicb 
Elovery. II, so long as I sustain a certain relation, 
I lOGSl do v;cons,thon I muatforlhwilh dissolve aucb 
.relation. If tho Federal Govoniment must reco^- 
Ri20 and, punish qo. Ibo insurgonl, the slave, who . ri- 
C03 for his liberty, rather than tho slaveholder, who 
r.i^js to oppose him, then must, tlial Govornmont, if 
itibo only to. escape from tbo construed necesbity of 
doing this wronff, hasten . to abolish alavcry. -Had 
tbo Federal I Government tho power, to abolish.tha 
trade in stolon goods, as it has Iho.power to abolish 
ciavory, then. would its oblisntion (wcro it undc:; 
such,) to protect every oxisting trade, bo an obliga- 
tioji to abolish tho trade in stolen goods. 

Tho provision respecting. fUBi'-ives from oervico is 
tho only other ono relied on to prove tho pro-slnTory 
character of tha Constitution. But, this provision, 
undar. which the master cgn pursue his npprenlico, 
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uny aV'i'Hcatioii to ;,'..n-o:;. It v/a;;, I(Ov;cvcr, intend- 
ed to h'lvo "^ucli'iipplicatian, L.iya lh'J O:;i3outiclt;f of 
■ilib CoriclUution. But, I'lb Lnn?.:^.uj to l!m£ icgioti 
of Djioculation, forbidden by Ihc Rcsolulion, v/Iuch I 
t:i;crcd, and r.Jvocatcd, at BcfTalo. I will, noUvilh- 
UliJiulinfi', enter 11:6 foibiddca rofjion fuv cnouj^h tb 
inquire, 'V/hc'lhcr wo can proiwrly -coniscnt to bo- i^o- 
■vorned by an uho::pi U£,3cd intention — ftn ano;;pre£jjcd 
conjectuvcd inlcntion—an intention,- wiltial, v/hich 
could not Jinvo b'jon cripvessed, 'without /cvoUing- 
lliQ Convention, tliat framed tlii- Concl'.tiitivin, tind 
tiio ptjople, who paascd upon it. I v/ill taSrylonf^ 
enough in thio forbidden re'jicn of Bpeculation to ad- 
mit, that a fow mombers of iho Gonventloii did un- 
dortoUe to smuggle slavery into Iho C/onptltUtion; 
ihrouEh this provision. ■ Surely^ howovei*, wo are nbt 
bound la yicla to tbeif unsuccessful attempt; wlmt 
vvulahould, porIiap3', ha70 boon obliged to yieldi hiid 
Shair attempt been successful. The- fact 'untiy 'bd 
dtated liere, that they, who undor'tooU to' get'sluvery 
into Ih'o Constitution; wilhoutappoaringtbundertalco 
it; arid without using any of' those ofFensivo words 
or phrases, by which it would bo seen (o bo. there, 
undortooic nri impraclicnbility. 

The provision under consideration is numbered 
nmorig the much talked'of pro-alavcry compt-omises 
of the Conslitiition. How far it is from being' li pro- 
slavery compromiso is- manifest frOrri several facts. ' 

let. It was ihtroduccd near Iba close of the lobora 
of Ihe-Convcntion; and was, at once, adopted unan- 



ijiiously— Tjillipi'.t.Jisinr:, lofgrreil.'io,!-. ,c;i,rimUli!o, 
uml.iyitljout c^cbnto,. ' , ■ i: 

,, 2di Qnly (l|o ilny provioiia, (liomo'iccaf tiiPV0V(- 
oiori for. rcc,o,vorin5,, iii cxjtchs; tcnnp,, fiisitivo 
rAF|Vqj',,lii«l,lo, wUli(!raiv it pi,-ecini.t:ii.o!y bsfocp th.D, 
opposition, which it nrouscd.. , . , 

,Sil, Somp daj'snilprwoi-il;],wliaT\lhOiEcpc?t pf tho 
coroir.itico on, lha,slylo.oiid p.mii2Pm?nt pf Ilia Gan^ 
ojilutinn.'.vnc toliop us>i t|io wonl " q3i;vitu43" in on- 
otlior pari, of Iho Cooalilulion \7as;otrvr.U.oiit, nniJ 
GPt,viqp'>' put i,a its plnco., 'ihia wfls dono for t'aa 
fiasigpcd icpspn,, ilipt ,"apmtudo" e:[nroE3t!3,!th« 
condition ofBlnvep, tind " oervicoTthc oWisntioflsof 
ftoo persons., But, in the provision heforo,us, tho 
royerso clionuo was !ici,(hcr tnnrtp, nov; opllpd ibr. I 
.4lh,, I am not corlaia— but, I, boliovQ,.l)iat CQTaa 
ijvonly yeafs eiapsod before; tliioi provision waoicuc-" 
c'e5sfully'Dpplip,4,to tlioiCPEP.pf a. fugitive slavo.:. ar.!.'', 
ncTor,woultl,it havo been , thus appliod, had, hoti the 
pnti-slavcrj! Bpiritof Iho ciospof tho eighteenth, coci 
tury, died R(\vny J : , : • , i ■ ' 

§lh:. At: lho,timo,,qf, iho donvention,; Acaerioan 
ijjQVBry wps sn pxpirjnS;in5litulion; .nnO, prohably, 
Mono of itp members,, Dxpepling soma three, or: fow 
Georgians and, South, Carolinians, oai-ed aclcaw bow 
miiiy slnyes ,iap away. , : i ■ ( ■ ' ■ _ ' 

I say no more on this point, bat that oven if tllio 
provision, or any other, provision of,the Constitution, 
had been, pn tliQ'.part of its framors, a pro-slavery 
copjprppjise, ,i( . wopld not, therefore, have been 
such on the poit of the people, who adopted it. 



is oncu.'^h, tljiit v/o hiivo ntlverlcci touciiiio ofilj mOu- 
ci-.;, '..iiei-cby evury jiai'L nntl pavcul of Aiu'ciic.ni 
Ll.iv^ry can ba' aboliUied; and ihixl v/o iiuvi!- jcuu, 
UuU iiicre io nolhing- in Ihd CoiifjUtuiion to foib;L- ihj 
crici-cicci of (heKo powora. . . i • . 

■And, iiov7, my dear Sir, ia it not J)i|!;Ii lime fci- 
Liberty' party to bi\va uoiiii ^vitli running nftoi' ili^ 
pro-iiluvcry cpcciilalionu on Ibo inienttotia' ol' liio 
Conslitulion la it mi higli limo to leavolio 
pri^Hlavery parlies tho Iiuntinjj up of slavery in iliS 
inil'nlionj of that iniilrur^iont? 'Xot tbat'ini-Jiirabiu 
v/o/^ bj iiioivc." But iul tbii 'Liberty patty'lako ihu 
ConsUlution aa it ia; nud look into fair freo-ihccj,' 
insload of u'iUusinE; about behind its buck anaonjj iha 
Ii^aps of pro-slavery' fjp'eciilaliong, wbicii pro-dlavory 
com mo nta tors Imvo pile:! up ihera. . Lei tbaXiberiy 
ixi«ty:, be(tcr onriplbyed'ilian trnnsforming this' Char" 
tor^df liberty into a dovico to perpetuate olavery; 
cioiin'forthe l^'ederal Constitution' ample power io 
cleanse the land of clavory: — and let ft' solcttirny 
pleuge itself, libforo Heaven -and Earth, that if tho 
pebplb wtU give:it tlie asceiidericy, anil permit It ti> 
wield tho power of tho'ConslituUon, American tU.- 
vory ohal! quickly -feel that power, 'arid quickly fcy 
nunQt?ered with the things, which havo been, bui 
wKicli ara ndt.'' ' ' ' ; ' — ■ - ^ _ ' i 

■ 'f.rrir . ; vVith great regard, " ' ' - ■ ' •■' '-i, 
: --i I m ^ Your; friend,' -"' ■ '• v--' 
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LETTEB OF GERRIT SMITH, 



FcTEBBoeo, March 18ib, IMS. 

OunxcuKH,— 

To-day's mail brings the Dews, tbst yoor Slate Electloo haa, again, gone ngaiait you. I will out condole with, 
yoa over this erent. I ulli rather cheer myKirwilb the bope, ibal yoa vill make it ihe occasion of your repentance. It ia, wheai 
veaee our uojusttfiable schemes baffled, and our eipectallunaof their succesa overthrown, that (here Is most reason (o hope for 
cur repeniance. I know, indeed, that you reJijted to repeat under your similar defeat, aycnrago. But, ii doea not follow, that 
you will refuse to do so, under this repeiiiioD of it. A second leasoa ia adveraiiy oilea accomplisliea ia our liearta what the flial- 
iailed 10 do. 

It is of two things, that your grieved breihtea in the Liberty Party desire you to repent. 

1st. Op Toua bionil aaBActi op rirru. 
Sd. Op Youa roih or tub Lidebtt Pabit. 

Roweverthe members of the Liberty Parly may disagree with each other, as to its scope, and on (he qaesiion, whether it 
ahould be regarded aa n temporary, or a permanent party, all of ihem admit, that it was organized with the dlsilQct and full under- 
standing, Ihnt lis members \rere nut to vote fur persons belonging to proslavery parties— fur slaveholders, or for those, who voIB 
fur slaveholders. In fact, it was the cunviqUun, that perjons, sustaining proslavery relations, should not be voted for, which led 
tu the urjianizaliiin of ibe Liberty Pany. Not lo* much, then. Is it to say, that lu members are under a solemn pledge to each 
other to Vote In harmuny wiih tbnt conviction, in wbicb the Party originated. But, in forming yonr famous Alliance with th* 
Whig Party and Independent Democratic Party, you trampled this solemn pledge under foot. When, for the sake ofsocuring lh9 
election tu the Stinnie uf the United Stales of a member uf your own Parly, you consented to vote for members of those other 
Parties, you were gufliy of breaking faiib with your associates in the Liberty Party, and of dealing treacherously with its vital 
anid fundamental principles. « 

Jir. Colby belonged lo the Whig Party. He had signified no porpose of quitting ii, and no sorrow for bis vole for Henry 
Clay. Without your help, he could not become Governor, and with il he coald. He became Governor. You, also, made Mr. 
Hale of iho Indepenaeni Democratic Party a Senator of the United Slates. For that I i^ould not judge you, too harshly. You, 
perhaps, thought, that he had embraced the principles of the Liberty Party. I confess, that I thought so, until I aaw bil^ go along 
with yourselves Into ihe Alliance with the Whigs. 1 could, then, think so, no longer. 

I pass on to the other thing, for which you owe repeniance — viz., tuc rdin op the LiscHTr Pinrr. I might have included 
this under the bend of your breach of fulth, since it was the direct consequence of It. It will, at least, be admitted, that your breach 
oC faith was the original and, therefore, moat responsible, cause of the ruin of the Libeny Pany. 

The seemiciTaod bewitching success of your Alliance went far to debauch the Liberty Party, and to (urn it sway from its 
sAcred, stem, dislnieresied, regard for Its principles, to follow tbe vulgar and corrupting attractions of numbers and victory. 11^ 
instead of thai Alliance, you had fought and conquered, or fuught and fallen, on Libeny Party principles, tbe influence of yoor- 
pure and glorious example would have furti&ed those principles throughout the whole extent of the Liberty Pony, and madeibem 
invincible. But, as il was, there was scarcely a Liberty Pany Newspaper in the land, that did not exult over, or at least, acquiesce 
in your belrnynl «f Liberty Party principles. Even Ihe Emancipator fell so low, as to frame excuses for that betrayal: aiidta 
sprsk of yonr " Consiitutiuoal necessity" to cast proslavery votes: and to apeak of it too, as if it were paramount lo your moral 
and God-ordained necessity not tu cast them. Had you been true to the principles of the Liberty Party, the Liberty Pany of ay, 
own Stale would not have been false lo them on that occasion, when it lUiened to the seductive utterances of the Whigs, and was, 
thereby, made willing to choose proslavery men to frame a Stale ConstitulioD. Of our sixteen thousand Liberty voters, scarcely 
three tbotnand abode by their principles on that painfully memorable occasion :— and this amazing deletion, instead of being 
complained of by theXIbeny Party Newspapers, was ei'ber winked at, or positively commended by the great majority of Ibem. — 
Tbe defection in this Sute occurred only a short lime after tbe defectiou in yours. The defection la your State, though not fully 
<lerelopcd omll 1846, was, 1 suppose, agreed upon, and begun, ere the middle of 1S45. 

I have referred lo the Emancipator. The leading editorial in the last No. of that Paper refers to my " many wanderings" from 
Iha true course of Ihe Libeny Pany. It refers, also, to the doctrine formerly held by many Libeny men, la excuse for their "ono 
idea party," that, lo respect to the disposal of other political evils, " we could confide in the judgment and ddelity of those, whq 
«batl dare acted faithfully in regard to this one eril of slavery." I confess, that this was my own doctrine. But, when was it, that 
m? heart, wbicb loved the Liberty Party so well, as to besiiaie at no sacrifice of time or money for it, first began lo sink with tha 
fear, that (his Party would prove Itself worthless, not only for every other good, but even to the tintlsltvery cause itselfl It vas. 
when { aawevea the Emaodpalor, that most relied on standard bearer of the Liberty Party, coining its ingenious jnstifleatloot for 
(be New Hampshire Alllanes. Then, began my "maoy wanderings." And did not truth call for themi But, even. If It did 
not— and, even, if they were eversoguIUy— isit oot most nngracious, nay, most iodecent, for (he Emancipator, whose fa l» e nea[o 
ifM trust flret drove me to those " wanderings," lo reproach me with themi 

But, to return from this digresaioe— the year 1847 found you continuing on ia that departure from Libertf Pany prladplea, 
vbleh yuQ began In ISI&and 1846. You coDfederated wlih tbe Whig Party and the Independent Demoeraiie Party (o elect Oeo- 
«ral Wiletm lo Coogreas, notwItbstiDdiog you knew, that he was a member of tbe Whig Party; and that be bod pot ioTtb great 
and uttrepented-of efiuns to get Henry Clay into the Presidency, and himself Into a command In tbe Mexioaa amy. Ton, alee. 
<;oni!Klcrated wftb these panleeto elect Mr. Tuck of the Independent pemocratlc Party to Ooogiess; androa did what yea eonld. 
lo induce tbe Libeny Party of ibe l^ailoa to make Mr. Hale Its candidate for tbe Presidency. Here, again, let me remark, ^jiac- 
the Liberty Perty lo general, its press being4)roof, has kept Dearly equal pace with yoQ la violating iu priociplei. Probably, qeC' 
one in ten nf Its Newspapers has remoostiated agalpst the election of General WilaoQ and Mr. Tuck, or agaioat the umluiUon 
of Mr. Hale, 

I was a meoiber of tbe Convcuioa, which pat Mr. Hate in DomlDatlon. I did oot vote G>r him. I Toied (bt.WUliaiB Goodell 
•—a man, whom, above all others, I shoold love to see Presideat of tbe United States^ eince I know 00 oilwr man, vho has so \xM, 
so comprehensive, and so christian, a percepiiott, as be, of the true and Heaven-intended uses of Ciril GorennwoL Tbe Scrip* 
tares Inform usnf "a poor vise man," who saved the city. And ia it too much to hope, that if that "poor wise man,** WilUara 
Qot^elJ, were made the Cb{ef Magistrate of this Nation, wonld^ onder God, uve U1 

V eaj, that I did iwt vote ier Mr. Hale. \i vae, bovever, (torn no light csleeio of Us OMOlal powen. Nor was k team nf 
eklKilwu to hi* ^porti^t la private UPr. TbailM Ubothaaanil^aDd aaiBUUcctaalgeDUemaa Iha4 ovdoobi. Nor4tl 
MfN^^gWtt* W«>»QRP0H4iaiUT«qiWit tp Uio.Mettew w. I lU that time, tappMcd Un capable of ottarlef ike ja« 
•nitvt swuiiacatf agaliui botb, wUett be baa tioiet nuiued. ^ 



I declined to vote for Mr. Hale fur tlie sufficient reaion, that, wliatei'er rMpccl miglilledue him fiom llie IJbertj Parly, It 
wai quits too rnocb to admit a stranger Into the very aaoctuary of ihelrcpDSdengeiT-qpfle.io}; mucU (o make n man of another 
name and another creed their Presidential candidate. It la not only another Parjy, to wh^eh Mr,. Hale belongs :— but It is a Party 
■which, so far asl iheo knew, or now know, is chnracterizsd by not a aingle one of the distinctive doctrines of the Liberty Party. I 
have never heard, that " the eqnal rights of all men" is in the creed of the Independent Democratic Pai;ty. I have ^eve^ -heard, 
that ill creed forbids Totlog for protlavery men. If It doe* forbid it, than Mr Bale wonld not have voted tot 9i3ve.rDor Qolby: If 
jtdoes forblil it.'t'hen Mr. Tuck's irst vole In the present Congress' would not hav^ been for Oeiieral Wilson 'for Speaker— an 
office, scarcely less Influential thuc .iie President's; and his second vote wootd not have been for a slaveholder for Clerk. Nor 
bava I ever beard, that the Independent Democrats regard slavery as unconstitutional. Indeed, tbr fact, that Mr. Haltf does not so 
regard' fi, was. obviously, the reason, why the Convention, which nominated him, rejected the Resolution, affirming Its uncohstlta- 
llpnallty. I e'xpiess a candid, if not a sound opinion, when | say,., that, baj.ibe Convention b^n about iq put a Liberty Party 
itiaa, Initeadof Mr.Bale; Iq nomlnallotiiit would have adopted, by a vote of more then ten to one, this Resolution, wbicltilireject- 
ell For the lost l«o or ihnse years, the conviction hao been general— qtmost universal in th^ Liberty Party— that aUvery is uiicon- 
atitntlonal. Nine tenths oi" Its member*, who, during this period, have written aa|d spoken on ^hls subject, have taken ibis ground. 
£at, the Convention, Which hominaied Mr. Hale, adapted Its senltmchis in itils, as well ,a,s in some other respects, to it» candidate, 
^ow morliiying, bo'v tfbcxpeclecf, is snch a policy, at the hands of Liberty men ! A year ego, the Aonaal Meetiog of iIm Lib- 
eity Party of Massachusetts insisted, strenuously, on the nnconsiitutionaliiy of slavery. But its recent Annual Meeting resolves, 
that to concern itself with this subject is "a waste of time I" Theslrople explanation of this shameless conduct ofiheMasaachiiMtts ■ 
Liberty Parly Is that it had, in the mean time, gone out of the LIbeny Party for a Presideniial candidate— had |abeD up, fMr such 
candidate, a man, whodenies that slavery is unconsilmtional— and that, in orderio geifiJr him the icoS of ihousandsof Whig and 
Deinoccaiie votes on which it is fuoHshly and madly calculating, it feltlbe necessity of recalling, or concealipg, tii^tf , "f^^Ucal" 
Liberty party duculnes^ asihe unconaUlutlunallty of slavery. 

Mr. Bale's late apeeehea and communleattonsehow, that he does not admit slavery to bo unconstitutional. _ . ,< 

Alas, ivhat a successful temptation to abandon Liberty Party principle^ has the Domination of Mr. Hale proved to be I' ' Searce- 
jy a Liberty Party N"ewspaper, that now says'a word against the Constitutionality of slavery 1 Look, for an illustration of editorial 
Mostacy, to poor Wesley Bailey, Editor of the Liberty Press of Ulica. TJntil the nomination of Mr. Hale, no.Paper waitnore 
(Welded, than his, agalnM the ConBiItulIonaljty of alayery : and, only, the very month before that, In which Mr. Hale vittt Qt>&iina- 
ted; be advocated, in iwo State antislavery meetings, the passage of that very same Resoluiioo, whose rejectloa by'the'.Bufllilo'Con- 
venlioo'webiive spoken of. ' Since Mr. Hale's nomination, Mr. Bailey's Paper has given no more evidence of bis oppositlbii'lb ibo 
doctrine of the Constitutionality of slavery than It would have done, had John C. Calhoun or James K.Polk Veen Ils'edftor. Isljould 
ifiinlri that an edItor,'t!e he Wesley Bailey, or aomo other of the no less delioqaeot Liberty Party editors, Who'caneathiaoWA^ordi^ 
and.bctray the slave, on a pojnt so vital, ttpuld, oulof very self-dlsgBsl, try to 8plt in hisown fbee.' ' . , '. .J- i* 

I But, to return to our examination of the creed of the Independent Democratic Parly. I had no satisfactory evidence, jlI the time 
ll^ BuSato Convention put Mr. Bale in nomination, that the Indcpendett l)emocrats arc abolitionists. I am now convinced, that 
l^ty Brenot:—tl)at they are but opppsed to the extension of slavery;— mere Wilmot proviso-men— and nothing m^r*? -. 

Mr.Ha]ehas,receni1y, expressedbinuelf on the floorofihe Senate, as follows: . , . •■■i.'.i-^ 

"Permit me to say to the Honorable Senator (,Mr Butler of Sooth Carolina,) in all kindness, and wllb nodIn'pobI(i<fa ^tc/tie of- 
fensive, that he entirely misstnteaand niittappreheniis the character of thai portion of the Americao People, whom lam snppositd to 
Tipresent on this subject. Once, fur all, let me say, thnl we desire bo interference with, nordisturbaoce. of, the esisUtig InqiUaitlons 
aTthe-Staies. IFlbe institution, of which yen speak, be a blessing, blefta yourselves with it: Ifitbe a curse, stagger under it,, )%4.yoa 
may: but let us remain freedom it— let us alone. Itiaall,thatwedeflire— all that »-* ask.** ' , 

Kov, Idonot understand Mr. Hale to mean by thlslitngnage, that, as a man, he feels no concern . for the three Jptlllonp <tf his 
^slaved eotlDtrymen. To impute such IndlOerence to him ts uncharitable, unjust. But,'l do pridersiand h^itt to rot&n by jJUfclan- 
^ageif, for this Is the only other construction, which can be put upon li,) that, as a member of the Incjependent D^ocratlo Pany— 
tfaat,,asapDUiIcalinBn— .be has nothing to do with the wrongsof those' mlllioDs—tbat, as such, he is ^ut Qp^sed to tl^ e^ieoal&o of 
al!a»ery. > Perhaps, hftalsq means, thal.theLilierty party, as well as the Independent Democratic P^riy, is but opnoiKJiditbe'y'ilen- 
«ton ofAIjtvny.,, fitis nomina.Uon at th? hands of the Liberty Pany may have deluded hiai fmo ibIqbe,irei:yNcv:e[|&^)f^<^^ 
. Xlt):er^ Party man scoots the idea, that hts Party was organized fur the tame and wpriblcsa pari^osp pt p^!K^^]t^g.th(t exlfoaion of 
mavjfry; .or for any'Iower purposethan that of uprooting andacaltering the wfaoJe's^ ~ ■ 

y: Again— anotberevidence, that the Independent Democrats are not abolitiooieis, islolwseeD in the facl^ that neither be, Dor 
. Mr. Tuck.bas moved furthe abolition ofslavory, either in the District of Columbia, or any where else, lAn-'Bbalkionlst laVone, 
vho^sin favor of abolishing slavery, and who works for lu aboHiion. An amislavcry person, is o^e, ' who may be but oppoHi to 
sWery. Mr. Hale has, Indeed; presented the Petitions of pibers fur the abolition of slavery. Even lbis» however, be did wJth^poU 
ocles, and«rith diaclafmersorthe purpose to waste the tiaiej or disturb ihe.temper, of the Senate: Had he.fclti in bft lamosl'soul, 
.. ib^juMlco oftbe'causeentrusted to bim, be would have been a^ .free from apologiea .and disclaimers^ aa was Mania Lvttliitr at 
''ffiiTma, orEtbao Allen at Ticbnderoga. The cap of Justice is always uppp t^r.head— c^t'prla.ber band:— tberej are do eii^ 

c(imstaoce^ in nbich she ow«K to her fou any apologies, or any demo.nBtraLioi?t of basi^uioesa. ' (I'trn 

-' Alas, that th'e'Llbeny^ Party, which, ere it fell under the control oFmeaof nolloy, voutd admit bo p]«a wbAtever fbr klii^y— 
ifot evenlU Constliotlonatlty ;— and which sen) messages to tbi alavesj exhonlDglhtili td regani Ibe by' ^k^b^th tU/«f¥t^nd, 
wbm laws of pirates; and to lake, without leave, the horsea and boats^fiheli'oppresadrslb b«1ittfiebMel^<^'66t'6fi^^V|;i^'ll^]as, 
that such a Party should, so soon, have come to such a pae» of degeneracy, as to lorti Ita'bMcVtfpbhits oxra wtoli^fiisa'^ed'atfd out- 
s^keo lepreaentativea of its righteous sod characteristic prlacipl«,.i9 cbooap Sof il#<hamplea and mouthpiece, on, who ' dMalns 
. ttumtwcsbip in it, tad baa do sympathy with iu doctrines j— aod to cboqw hlm.tOD &t iho vary reaaooi ihan' being desifttMbliltack 
0fmpatby,asd being armftn of oeutra1liiss,D^ations, and apologies, iaiheaQtiilftTer)rc«Qse,.bemaytg0itheT0UsoPtbotiHaidt,- 

vJw^mqotgltatheirvotestoaposiiiveandkoowDaboUUoiiisii .. .,r. t' ■■ ,\ , i-' ■ ■.'/«-■: ,;i-o 

'' 1 Bird; thftttdld'Qot vote for Mr. Hale's Domination. ladd.tbatleanndtToteforhlselecrirti. Icanndtd'o w,tecaaw''4 
so, t mutt qalt ifae'Uberty Party; and I am not willing to quit It. I cannot do to, beeaosti I ca'c Kate no pan in biijlnft W(f 
I»ai*y} aod the vote ofeveryiruB Li^berty Putymanfor Mr. Bale Ua slab Iia vjtals." Let tiiow vote fo^ Mr.'aaI^,',whQ..are 
- Tft4rrof,orhaTeDffvetacbnowIedged,thB stringent prineiptesDf ■t!ieXlberiy''P«rtj'. t shoutd r^olce io'see all tte T{Pli^^Dd 
Itemocrats in the Nation vote for him, or Mr. Palfrey, or Mr. Qlddlngs, But, iflam correct in my facts concercioj Mf. B«l»,' 
thsdr o6r li 4i&r any other mao, who errtdlta these fiieis, oan, withotii ^rcfM dls&otSesiy, rote for Hn Hale, and yet clslm to bt « jftkem- 
■ ; lllfqfAalil^tiy.pany-^jfaacbmLflwnyPar^f.is ■ - . 

"•' *^f''•.^'" willing to quit the Liberty Party. 1 do h'ot forget, that many accuse'nje of having already forsakeo it:— 

•cM Oo'Dotfo^'t, that many say, that I deaBr;vft tp_b# ejpelled from it. Even, my old friend, Alvan Siewatt,'recom mends, that per-. 
BOBS like myself, be violently thrust out— be actually mobbed out— of LIbeny Pany Meetings:— and there are Liberty Party Pa- 
p irra l aBtwfc M «ood|h to priot^ iMi»iiatodatim,'aiid Liberty Pany men abaQHless enoagh to ezpivss their dallgbt la it. Aod 
Kt>li | i ) teyieai* hlCi^ thu, ftf t^4nttlto Wthrta years^ I bare urged tfas Ubeny Pany to ivgaM Itselfai a pennanariPu!-- 
' tfim»t^ilft1»\)moitl»it'*»» f^rriCfeRrof tU nea" In every, difcetlon-^iaih* dlreetlon of the poor white man, as wellVrib*^ 



poor black man:— fur tbe overdirow ortarJlTii and lantl-oaonopollea, is well anoraldvery. It It not claJoMd tbat I .hive sdriwil ih* 
rFlazmloD of Any ufiheduilef orthe Libeny Parly, or ihe •UgbtcM breach upon iia anrltlamy character:— aod everyone, vho 
koawa mc, knows, that I would sooner lose my haod than suffer it to dcposlte a vote for a proslavery tttan. Nevertbeleu, I am to 
be denied tbe appellBiIoD of a Liberty Parly man I— and, this too, vbilsi Alvao Stewart, and Wesley Bailey, aod Silas Bawley, &e. 
dec., whose eagemesa, only two shon years ago, to vote for proslavery taeo neither reason nor religion coaki restraio, an toht ae- 
koowtedfifd as sound Liberty Pany men I But, never mind. A lii:le more lioio vill tet Ibis matter right. Such raonstraua injus- 
tiee^flucb a gross abaordiiy— cannot be long-lived. 

What I sftid against voting for Mr. Hale should hove been immediately followed by one or (wo things more on Ibat anbject. 
BuLit if not too late to mention them. 

On seeins the proalarery votes of Mr. Tuclr, at the beginning of the present Session of Congress, I was forcibly reminded of lh« 
Ingenious argnnieiit, which was used in the BulTalo Convention to Induce the Convention to nominate Mr. Hale. " Mr. Hale," 
said hlBadvocaies,"lsoflhe same parly, and therefore, ofthe same political principles, wilb Mr. Tuck: and that Mr. Tack la 
worihy of thetoafldence of Liberty Party mcn.oiid Is, indeed, ao actual Liberty Party man, is evident from the fact, that ihoLiber- 
lyParty of N'ew- Hampshire made him oDeoflia Delegates lo tbia Convention— ay, and (, as it was emphatically added,) ibeChalr- 
man of iU Ddegales." Mr. Tack did not attend the Convcnifoo. Perhaps, it was not expected that be sbo;ild. Perbapa, (be only 
parposeln'lif pointing bim was to make room for the Ingenious argument I have referred to. 

' Oc my way home from the Buflalo Convention, Aaslin Willcy of Maine and Hiram Cummlngs of Massachusetts made usa 
ofthUaameiogenfoasarfiUinent to reconcile me to the nomination of Mr. Hale. Will those esteemed friends permit me to aak 
' iMm, whether they would, TUno, have me vote fur IWr, Hale, because he is like Mr. Tuck 1 And will they also permit me to ask 
' tb^m', whether they can theuselresbetrue Liberty Party men, and yet vote for Mr. Hale, provided he is like Mr. Tuckt 

I said, that the Liberty Party is ruined. It is, however, not irretrievably ruined. It will recover itself, and be ali the stronger 
for the painful experience, which itserring members have brought upon it. Bur, what it lacks, that it may, immediately, be iistlf 
' ageln-^y, and very much more than iieelf— is, that these erring members do, immediately, repent. And with whom can Ihe re- 
-',penlqnce.brgln so properly, and so effeotually, as with yourselves, who led the way In the mischief, which is to be repented of 1 
..,GvfIie, .lhep, gqntlemen, ond divorce yourselves, forever, from your Culbysand Wilsons and Tucks and Hales, and return to tho 
MLihWty. Partfi and re-espouse its principles, and resume your fellowship with the men, who have ever faithfully represented ita prin- 
ciple. ' ,'These principles are, still, as precious, as you yourselves esteemed them to be, ere you yielded to the tempiaiioo to betray 
Ifiefn., refuse to vote fur proslavery men is, still, notwlihstanding your distrust of It, the most cOcctual way to make slavery 
j,,lf}f|imqus, and.^lavelfolderssickof it. And, let me add my testimony in behalf of tbe continued preclousness of the principles of tbe 
. l4i^pri^Pat|y,,t{i8t/fs tried and never-foupd-wanilngmen — its Birneysand Goodells and Greens— are still as worthy of your confi- 
(lence, asyba yourselves thought them lobe, before you turned your backs upon (bem, to runoAer men, whose merit Is, that youcan 
hope to elect ihem. 

, , £>oubtless, your taste of balWt-box-victorles, In 1646, created in you an increased relish and hankering for other such victories : 

"— and this 'will make jou the mure relitctat.l to retrace your steps. But,even, if you mean to persist in worshipping King ^lum- 
bers, you will find it to youradvantage to get upon the Liberty Party tract again. Up to the lime, when you quit it, there was no 
State in the Union, which promised so well for the slave, as did yours. Had you not quit it, the Independent Democrats and multi> 
l^des <pf the Wbigs and Democrats would, ere this, have been attracted to you. Your folly in going down to their level waa noleaa 
' than would be Uial ofthe Temperance man, who, when he had Induced his drunken neighbor lo give up rum and brandy, shoiHd go 

-downfromthe ground of total abstinence to meet half-way bis half-reformed neighbor, and drink wins and beer with him. '.Tb* 
Btfbseguebtfaltfng offln your numbers has taught you, ibat, in parting with your principles in 1646, you parted wiib your power to 
command new votes, and lost the confideiceof many, whose voles you had hitherto had; Among those, who are laboring in your 

' Siaiti'toproaiotfrtbecaase of the Alliance and tbe election of Mr. Hale IsEIder Benjamin Sbaw. Itdid not at all surprise Die to 
flod^ lbat,'fD-a reporlj'whfch, some two montbaago, be made of bis labors, he uses the following language: 

.' } " In^DditjwD lhr^ei'of the most [irominent abolitionists Staid away from my leclurr. They are disafiected, on aeeoant of our 
nJOWP gPiog-furColbii forGoveroor and Wilson forCoogress, and siding and bargaining with the Whfgs:— and a large ntiPlber, 
...>vhP,iue^d uf VfM w/tb us, have gooa back for the same reasons; so tha>. I fear we shall lose much more by the Alllanca Id the long 
"run, (h'nn'n-f.bave.gained. X^l Mass£chusel|s and other States take warning by this. Ir («(he very policy, that rained (he aniima- 

■»onic partv. and the policy that the Wbijs (irged in the National Election, and enlirely conirary tothe flrstprlnfciplesof IheLibeny 
"Pany." Neither Party' will'maka sucK bargains, unless ihcy are In a bopeless minority: and if we will- be fooUab enough lo bold 

the ladder lurihem to climb up, (hay wlll haal op the ladder alter them, and we may get up, as we can." 

',' Lsaid, that it did not, at bH, surprise me lo find my old friend Shaw using thialapguage. Nor dlil it, at ell, torprise me, that 
.'<yoii. were defeated in the State Election, a year ago. Nor docs it at all surprise me, that you are defeated io your Slate Electioo, the 
hjiFeaeat week— and, that loo, by a majority three times as great, as the liiajcrily against you, last year. Nor will II, at all, surprise 
pi.e to And Mr. Hale's vote, next Fall, but one half as large, as was Mr. Birney's, at the last Presidential Election. Mr. Hate is loo 
>vonby a.inan, and too nearly an aboHiionist, to get the votes of Wllmot proviso-men and why should he, vbo holds no one of the 
, priflcjple*, icfaich disiloguishtc the Liberty Party, get ibo votes ofhalf of the members, or of even one ofthe membersoftbal Patty 1 

> Moeb Is said ofthe "New'Hampshire revolution", fu that very eloquent speech, but for which tbe Buffalo CooventfoDCOutd, 

hardly, have been wrought up lo tbe unprincipled and suicidal policy of going beyond the llmiisof the Liberty Party and Its prJnci- 
jile^.foE A Presidential Candidate— io that very effective speech, Mr. Henry B. Stanton said, araid ihuodersofappUasa: "Thpmaa 
^Mo;rriaweil^, home front CongreastQ do nothing; — and John P. Hale went home from Congresa to revi)lulionlzeNew-HaiDpab|rer' 
But Ncw-Hamfshlra bfts not been revolutionized. The game was tricked out of the hands of the Democratic Patty: apd'hat 
" ^aVty lias been, ever afijce, auce^ssfully revenging iistlf upon the prostrate Alliance. 

a-'i i'Bot, I moat cloae this too extended eommunlcaiioo. Tblnknot, that it has been prompted by oo more tban a recently aprung' 
jjUBrf^ottiog^ Y«acfimtr«aaoiMoLibetly Party principles and the nearly simultaneous one in tbia Sute have been, ever since, 
r.-.-iu^a^BCmy^eepcatgiiffft. They and tbe Liberty Party indorsement of them constitute tbe reasoc, in my public letter of Almost 

6tb, 1846, for refusing to attend Liberty Party Meetings. In closing this communication, in which, because I respect and love you, 
. I have dealtjilalnljr and faithful^ with you, I,agaIo, call you to repeoiaoce. How happy, if the call abould not be ia raia ; end 
' if, adldbg ibe frnliaot'yoarrepentaDce, yoa should, forthwith. Party,aad rteooatnieta 

''I^UM^'P^^y-^ilPiirtjr, which wllUooner perish then vote for a proslavery man— and aParty.too, which will prtetieally 
'retSjgaMe'a^ dMiriiia of* tbe equal rights ofall meo; and devou itself, not only to tbe cauaeof peraooal freedom, bat to tfaeeauM of 
' ^^j^iUs^de. j^i^tonl and, in a word, to the folfllment ofall political rigbteonsnesa I Come, gentleaen, and rally sdcIi a }?ar- 
' fi^, «1^Wi'd^)r:'aDdIetna'seeiisn^ ConventioD wbfehlatobebeld inBoffiUo, tba 

-''>9fth iAi iMi dayaof Belt Jane, for the pnrpoae of nomioBting candidates ibr President and Vice President, aod of letting ibnb tbe 

priaetples ofa true CiWl Gorerameat and a true Liberty Pany. 

' Very refpectfully, 

your friend, 

GERRIT SMITH. 



Tlio following Rcaolutions, being Etibstanlially the aamo as those oflbrod at t-.vo of Its prcviouj; 
meetings, were, with tliG excc/ition of one dissenting voice in tiie cases of Nos. -1, C, and f), passed 
unanimously by t!io Churcii of Pclerboro, Juno 1st, 1819. 



lot. Hcsolvcd) That wc nilU cordially approve of iho 5lh ia ihc ccrieo of Rccolulioiio, unnnimouoly adopted hy 
ihi-i Church, December 2J, 1813; vii;. "ItesolveJ, That for ihe edification both of il5 mcmbcra and of olhcffi, and for the honoriii" 
and cstabllahins of ihc truth, this Church will, au there chull bo occQ!.ion for it, exprocj ila convictioaa iu rcIatioQ to doctrines 
and practiceu," 

2tl. Wlicrcau ihh Church did, on the ■1th day of laat February, vjith tho Emglo exception of him, who hna ciiico 
ceased to be ita pastor, and to reside amonsst us, vole unanimously, iluit " the Sabbath is not a Jewish insiimiion, but an institu- 
tion for all men; and th.il ita K-.r is of universal and perpetual obligation";— Itesalved, therefore, Iliai ive lru£.t, that ila futuro voles 
in behalf of this XJivIne tad piecious inslitulion will laclr cot even one of perfect unanimity, 

3d. RcGolvcd, That, in our judgment, it is very uurcaconablo and improper to claim for other pcrcona than 
chrijliana the right to lake pail ;n cur Church ftleetings, and that it is scarcely less no to claim it for other chrisiians than such, as 
practically ac!:nowledse their .l-.mbcrship and ideiiliiy with usj and tliat, licnce, we regard a part of the voles which were caslon 
the question of the conllnucd pa^Jiorship of our late pastor (a part, withal, sufficienily numerous to control the acUonof the Church,) 
as intrusive, ilieyiiimate, and not entitled to ihe lea^t respect, consideration, or influence. ' 

4lh. Whereas Gerrit Smiih did, on tho 20ih dny of last February, ofTer, in our Church Meeting, the following 
Hcsolutioas, viz: " 

"Resolved, Th".t, notwithstanding the rejection of the Sabbath by our beloved pactor is a uource of surprise and uorrow to 
all, we, neveriheless, do all recognize tiim to be (.till our fellow chrisiian, and, consequently, our lellow Church member, and do 
all confide in him, and love him as such, 

Reaolved, Ttiai, nolwiltistanding it is the duty of a Cimrcli to aclcnowledge in each of ita members the right to be faithful to 
his or her conviclijns, and to teach and exhort, as ho or she Qiay have ability and opportunity; it, ncverihelcHs, does not follow 
that it may choose for its teacher— least of ail, that it may single out for its stated and leading teacher— one, who inculcaies doc- 
trines and practices, which, in its judgment, are faial to its prosperity and destructive of chrisUanily," 

And whereas the mover of these Hesoluiions did franltly avow, that the second of them was drawn up for the purpose of pre- 
paring iho way, Itlndly and gently, to dissolve the relation between this Church and its pastor, who had, unhappily, come to hold, 
that, whatever be the day, there is, on such day, out of the hours of public worship, the same liberiy for amusements and manual 
labors, that there is on any other day; and who had, in short, come to disbelieve in and to contemn the Sabbath, and to reproach 
and denounce it, as the grand superstition, which hinders the progress and triumph of Christianity: And, wlicrcas, the mover 
of these Resolutions has, for having olfeied them, and whereas others have, for having voted for them, been held up to the public 
scorn and haired, as ihe persecutors and cruel injurcrs of our la'.c pastor: T' jolvcd, therefore, that if the olfering and voting for 
these Resolutions be wrong, it must be because tuildncsg, truth reason, love C,for such aro the characterisiicks of these Rcsolaiions,) 
are wrong. 

5ih, Resolved, Thai tlio fact, that, ia all probability, not one nicnsbcr of ihia Churoli would have endured tho 
idea of calling our laio pastor, had tho lamentable change in his viewa of the Sabbath been foreseen, and the further fact, tlial months 
■were suiTered to elapse after his first r.pen avowal of this change, ere one step was taken for the disjolution of his pastoral relation 
with this Church, aro aa ample refutation of the charge of impatience and unkindncss, wliich is b-^ought against those, who de- 
sired such dissolutio::, 

6lh. 'VVhereaB the mcmbcrn of Ihie Church, who aro unwilling to vole for a pcrRon for ito pastor and lendlnf* 
teacher, who rejects the Sabbath, are charged with being, therein, sectarian ; Resolved, that, in reply to thia charge, we alTirm, 
that the breaking up of the christian brotherhood is the crime, which, alone, constitutes sectarianism; and that even ho, who col- 
lecta a parly from Euch brotherhood, or joins a sect for the purpose of promoting a cherished doctrine or instiiulioD, is not {o ba 
-condemned as a sectarian for his however excessive or disproportionate allachraent to such doctrine or institution, but, simply, for 
the seciariaa means, which he resorts to to promote such doctrine or institution. 

7ih. Reaolved, That the door of our fellowship if ntill open to chrlsliana of every name and typo; and that, 
whether with the Bnplist they arc for immersion, or with t!.o Episcopalian for infant baptism, or with the Presbyterian for Calvin- 
ism, or with the Methodist for Arminianism; or whether they favor these or those views of the Sabbath, or these or those views 
of pastoral and ministerial qualifications; we cannot, so long as they abide with us, and hold to the indissolubleness of the christian 
brotherhood, wound and wrong them with the charge of sectarianism ;— for, so long as they abide with us, we cannot regard them 
aa guilty of that great sin. They may, for their errors of faith or practice, be obooiious to censure and discipline, but cot to the 
-cbargo of sectarianism. 

8th. Resolved, That, inalead of believing, aa, under pain of being Gligraaiized as EEjctarians, wo aio called on to 
believe, that the members of a Union Church may, for the sake of unanimity in the choice of a pastor, be bound to vote for one 
■who despises and tramples upon doctrines and Instituilona, which they hold to be vital to ihc prosperity of their Church and to the 
progress and triumph of Christianity — resolved, that, instead of believing, that they may, thus, school themselves into indifl^crence 
to ouch doctrines and iastilutloaii, or, ai least, smother, for the time being, their convictions of tho value and itidispcnsablencss of 
ouch doctrines and iDstitulIons— we do still heartily subscribe to the 8:b in the series of Resolutions referred to, a part of which is : 
" 'Whercae there is a prevailing delusion, that a Union Church requires a surrender of private judgment and a compromise of truth ; 
and that, but for this surrender and compromise, the contentions in such Church wonld be loo great to be endured: Resolved, there- 
fore, that tho membera of a Uaiou or Gospel Church aro not only free to entertain their respective views both ofdocirine and prac- 
tice, but are bound to inpulcale them on their brethren, and to rcbulic the rejection of them ; acd resolved, further, that such freedom 
and faithfulness do not only not engender fatal strife, but do actually produce assimilation of character and that irue peace, which 
follows purity." 

■0th. Whcreao wo are told, that ifa pasto^ or minister bo but admitted to be a chtislian, his paslorehip or ministry, 
50 far as his faith is concerned, must, whatever be his beliefs or practices, be acquiesced in ; and, whereas, we arc, further, told, 
that this novel and amazing doctrine Sj^rings legitimately from the principles of the " Church of Peterboro," aad that to dissent from 
it is to be guilty of violating these principles: Resolved, therefore, that the "Church of Peterboro" has but one peculiar and 
-distinctisc principle — viz. the principle, that the christians of a place, or community, are, and are to act as, tho one Church — the 
one uuEectariao, indivisible, and indissoluble Church— of euch place or community — and, consequently, that to charge person?, 
motwithsianding they practically, and truly, and lovingly, ding to thia principle, with violating the principles of the " Church ot 
Peterborp," and that too, simply because of their attachment to this or that doctrine, to this or that institution, is utterly indefensible 
-and unreasonable. 



iOtb* Revoked, That tho foregoing Resolutiona bo read in our public acaemblyj iho nest Babbaih. 



At the meeting of the " Church of Peterboro," held July 7th, 1849, the fol- 
lowing Resolutions were passed, without a dissenting voice: 

1st. Resolved, that the cicrki as well as the owner, of the store, in which is carried on the traf- 
fic in intoxicating drinlts, is out of his place, when preaching the gospel ; and is especially oflcnstvc, 
when presuming to preach it to the " Church of Peterboro" — a Church, which has ever maintained 
high and strong testimonies against this accursed trallie, and a large share of wltnse mcmbrrs for- 
sook their former fellow worshippers for no reason more than for the reason, that many of tho^e 
fellow worshippers refused to unite with thorn in such testimonies. 

2d. Resolved, that we are thankful, that, with the single exception of the individual referred 
to in the foregoing Resolution ^,and even he ceased to reside among us, when he became such excep- 
tion,) none, since their identification of themselves with the "Church of Peterboro,^' have been 
guilty of voting for anti-aboUtionists, or of drinking intoxicating liquors, or of contributing to the 
manufacture of them, or of connecting themselves with stores or other establishments-, in which is 
carried on the traffic in intoxicating drinks. 



^d. Resolved, that the foregoing Resolutions ^ read in our public assembly, to-morrow. 




To the Church of Ptierhoro: 

A short tinin ;igo, ihc amoving docirino was started amonjC us, thnt a Chuicli it; not at tibt rly lo 
<.xce[)l, on i\w tir.ovc. oi' lii ; iaiili, to u caiiiliiialc Tur tin; pastorslii]), so lon^ as it adiiiit-j, ilmt he ia ;i 
'■hristian, rmd aptinj.ss to it acli. And, itfnr, another .itrange doctrine is broaclieti among iis. 

Tiierc ia a tc;i, collbc, and liquor merchant, lie hu^ one clerk for his tea department, one for Wm 
rolfcc dcparmient, and nnnlher for his !iqiior depr.rtment. It is admitted, for thn sake of tlic argii- 
merit, that llf<:se clerks aro alt hostile to each other's departnicnty, and turn up their noses, very higlij 
at the iiiimoralily of each oIIicv'h employment. 

Now, the f,lvaiige doc'tiinc referred to is, that the tea and cofice clerks, notwithstanding they rc- 
(":ivL- thciv wa'^e.i oiu of the prouifj of the store, and notwithatanding wlien endeavoring"' to collect a 
debt due to '.lie ^i>'ru, Ov-v do not paudc to imiuii e, if liquor for a beverage be not a part of the con- 
i.ideratioii o!' ih?. debt, aiid nolwitliataiiding they admit, that thu Hquov department stampa the atoro 
and its <>\Vn':r with ,v/ickcdrivss — the strange doctrine, we ^ay, is that the lea and cofice clerks aro 
not aKf; to be < h.Trgcd will; %v icketiue:;y, antl wiib itolding a guilty relation to the store and its owner. 

it i:;, !ioir,etii'iici.s i>aid, in order to show, that this relation is an innocent one, that tlic liquor de- 
pa? Ihiont is a small aiTuir — h not cKtabiij-h-d, or maintained, for its own sake — but, merely, to accom- 
inoflate, picasc. and n-.«ltip!y, the clistomera of tlie other d-^partment's. But, how docs tbi.-i lii-li> ihc 
slranj^e ductrinc ? i^ilppose, lliat the liquor room be converted into a gambling room ou a small 
.:cuii'. .;r a brothel ou a imall scale, ;md that the object of the conversion be not direct pn»lit from 
cither the oue or the othor, but only to accommodate, please, and multiply; the customers of the lea 
and ccJlee d-jparinicnls — would not the connexion of tliese departments with the gambling room or 
bro*.hol. however .-iinall an aftair might be the gambling room or brolbe!, be a guilty connexion i And, 
pray, luuv is ihc l^rinciple, involved in the case, at all affected by liaving, instead of an attraclion to 
rum-loving eufitouiei-s, an atliactlou to card-playing customers, or an altraclion to licentious custom- 
ens ? In toruicr times, it way the practice of country merchants "lo treat" their customers, to iho 
cndvthat llieiv cnstenicry might not only come again, but might be excited to buy more fi-ccly of* tlio 
cloths-, teas, ribands, tStc. Now the "treating" was, in itself, a loss— an entire loss of all the liquor 
used in it. Noverthelebs, did it not Ktain with sin the sa!ef>, which were made of the cloths, tcay,' rib- 
and.s", Sec. ( 

It is argued, that t!ic tea and coHec clerks, in the given case, ato no incl'c responsibki for the 
liquor department liian arc the ostler and maid of a rum-tavern for its Jiciuor department. But, that 
is rcsponsibiiity enough.' The liquor of the rum-tavern is largely rcUed on to attract custom ; and» 
Jiiorefore, <loe3 the liquor of the rum-tavern go far to create demand for, and furnish the means to pay 
the ■vvagc.q of, octlers and maids. Moreover, a tavern is a unit ; and the craploj-ment in one part of it 
in responsible for tiiu character of the employment in anotheir part of it. So, too, is a store a unit; 
ar.d wickc,dnes3 in one branch of rt taints with w'ickednesa every other branch of it* 

Ingenuity has taxed itself to th^; ulntost to commend to you *-his strango . doctrine, pf which wo 
have i)ccn speaking, Youi sympathies havo been appealed to in behalf of one,, who, unhappily, has 
identified Iiimself with this doctrine." Your Warnings of him, however warm and pure the love, which 
ffi omprcd them, havo been construed into persecution ; and, in the view of some, who arc very par- 
tial to him, the argumcntfl against Ins strange doctHnc RTc utterly destitute of force, if not,, also, of 
honeyty. 

\V"c have reason to rejoice, however, that, with some two or three exceptions, you have set your- 
bclvcs ngainst this strange doctrine. Alas, that there should be these few exceptions ! Pew an they 
are, they may, nevertheless, sulRcc to encourage our offending brother in his sin and ahiimc, and in his 
inis(j)iief(o iiie cause of temperance and religion. Oh, that we might BjHXjdily try tho power of our 
■ iiuiicfi testimony in bringing him to repentance 1 

Gud grant, that the Church of Pclerboro may stand fast in its integrity. It is true, that the ex- 
citable and unstable multitude have, of late, pressed hard against it. No less true, ^nd infmiteiy more 
lainciitablvi, h it, that there arc atiil some remains of internal divisions to weaken our hiinds, to bring 
repj oach upon our nahie, and to diminish our influence and usefulness. But, God be praised, that it 
is, aUo, true, tiiat, under His vouchsafed tai'c and love, jjx unflinching adherence on the pai't of the 
'(Church of Peterboro lo her temperance principles and her other princii>Ica wilt sayc her fr<jm being 
overthrown. 

ru'rKRUouo, July 20lh, 1810. 
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PETEnnono, August 0, 1811). 

Hiram P. Crozieu, Nm-Y&rk: 

Dear Sm, 

I acknowledge your politeness, in sending mc a copy of your 

Circular. 

I confess, that I wrote the Resolutions of the Church of Potcrboro, embodied in, and complained 
ofin, your Circular. These Rcsolulions do not say» that you are in the liquor-department of your 
store. But you regard them as uncandid for not admitting, that you are not in that department. In 
my own humble judgment, such admission was entirely uncalled for, and would havQ been entirely 
superfluous. In my own humble judgment, it is quite Immatorial, whether of the " six to twelve" clerks, 
of whom you speak, you are the clerk, who sells the sugars, or the clerk, who sells the teas, or the clerk, 
who sells the intoxicating drinks. Your several provinces are all parts of one whole. Your store is a 
unit, for the character of which every part of that unit is responsible ; and iniquity, permitted in one 
of the branches of the store, stamps the whole store with iniquity. That the clerks in your store should 
seek to rid themselves of responsibility for the moral character of each other's deportments is exceed- 
ingly and ludicrously vain. This responsibility inevitably attaches to them, if only from the fact, that 
they all receive their wages out of the joint proceeds of their several departments. This responsibil- 
ity inevitably attaches to them, if only from the fact, that they are all expected to be faithful to the in- 
terests of their employers. An evidence, that you are not willing to disapi^oint this expectation, is 
found in the fact, that you defend your right to collect debts due to your store, whatever may be the 
consideration of the debts. Indeed, when in this County, a few weeks since, you wei-e so faithful to 
your employers, as to travel many miles to collect a debt due to them, which is, as I learn, a debt, not 
only partly, but wholly, for intoxicating drinks. 

I observe, that one of your excuses for your connexion with a rum-store, is, that such merchants, 
as your employers are, adopt the cunning policy of having a variety of moral character among their 
clerks — of having a religious clerk in one department, and an irreligious clerk in another. You inform 
me, that, even in a rum-store, there is " some segment of the circle," where there is " a field for a tem- 
perance man" : and you leave me to infer, since you, a minister of the gospel, have found a clerkship in 
it, that there is ** some segment of the circle" in a rum-store, which even a minister of the gospel can 
occupy to the pecuniary advantage of the owner of such store. I have, long, been aware, that it is 
the cunning policy of our demagogues to get a minister of the gospel to eulogize, and give currency to, 
the wicked man, whom they nominate for President, or Governor, or some other high oiSce. But, 
never, until I read your Circular, did I know, that rum-merchanta practice a like trick, and seek to 
spread a captivating air of sanctity over their establishment, by installing a minister of the gospel into 
one of their clerkships. Alas, to what strange uses ministers of the gospel arc put now-a-days I 

I wish your case to have the benefit of every admission, from which it can derive benefit. Hence, 
I take pleasure in admitting, that you told me, that the liquor-department in your store is quito a sub- 
ordinate one, and that it is kept up, not so much for its direct profits, as to accommodate and satisfy, 
and retain your customers. What, however, if for the purpose of accommodating, satisfying, and re- 
taining their customers, your employers shall add another attraction to their store, and set up a brothcl- 
departmont in it 7 Will you, even then, consent to be their clerk ? You hesitate to answer mc. You 
are at a loss, whether to say " Yes" or " No". For, if you say " Yes", the people will all laugh at you, 
and you will even laugh at yourself; and if you say " No", you will, thereby, not only spoil the con- 
sistency and logic of your Circular, but you will, also, expose yourself to the searching and confound- 
ing inquiry, why you draw this wide distinction between the moral character of a brothel-department 
and the moral character of a rum-department. Again, it is not competent for you to draw this dis- 
tinction, after having, as you have done in your Circular, stigmatized the rum-department in your 
store, as " wicked and abomihabz.e". By what stronger words than these can you characterize a 
brothel-department ? 

You charge upon the Church, with which I am connected, " sectarianism and intolerance." Par- 
don the remark, that you are not, now, in circumstances to discuss the merits of a Church. Ere you 
can be adapted to such discussion, your hands, which are now red with the guilt of your business- 
connexions, must be cleansed by the tears of your repentance. 

You close with charging upon me " transcendent faults and blunders'*. I do not wonder at it : — 
and I add, that you can get all owners and clerks of rum-stores, and also all distillers u ill farmers, 
who supply distillers with grain, to join you in making this charge. It is no secret, and no strango 
thing, that I am unpopular and unsavory with yourself and the whole nim-iratcmity. 

Your faithful friend, 

GERRIT SMITH. 
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Petsrdoro, August 25, 1819. 

Chancellor Walwobth : 

DEiBSiR: 

I have read a paper, signed by yoDrself, as Chairmaa of a Commitiec' I 
foaod it amoDglbe proceedings of a Convention, held in Rome 15th insiaoi. Id that paper you claim, that democracy aod alavcry 
may be in fall G;ltow«bip with each other ; and that the Sotithera slaveholder— that la, he, who buys aod sells his fellow-meo, and 
compela tbem lo toll without wages, and Beats up their mlods la darkness, and robs them of every right, and subjects them to ev^ry 
wron;, may be aasoand a Democrat, as tho Northern freemaii, whose whole soul revolts at slavery. 

Of this doctriue I complain. Idonot complain of It, because I belong to that section of the Democratic party, which istha 
rivalof yours. I belong to neither— though I confess my strong preference for the one, which has Identified itself, so bravely and 
usefully, with the principle oftbe non-extension of slavery. May It continue to travel upward, until it reach the summit of iruih. 
I am still connected with the Liberty Party— with that little bandful, who are associated upon the principle of " cquil rights ior 
iuj'; and who, amidst the pernicious and horrid counterfeits of civil government, are endeavoring to realize the true and divine 
idea of It. I can belong to no political party of lover aims than an every way righteous government ; to none, which does not con- 
sent, that every man has as fult and absolate a right to the soli, as to the light and the air; tu-none, which builds up tari/T-barricis 
Bt-ross the human brotherhood i to none, which would load one generation with the debts of another; to none, which would consume 
the earnings oftbe people upon fortiGcaiEons and standing armies and navies; to none, which would license, or even permit, ihat 
frightful danger to lifo and property, which springs from tho manufaciariog of madmen in dram-shops; to none, which tolerates 
either the eilenslon, or eiistence, of slavery; to none, in short, which believes, that such a monstrosity as slavery— such a devourer 
of all rlghta — auch a murderer of the body and tbesool- laeapable of legalization. Vou cannot legalize every thing. You cannot 
legalize robbery and murder. Mach lesi can you legalize slavery— that infumal compound, the numerous horrible elements of 
which lackde both robbery and murder. 

My complaint oftbe doctrine of your paper Is because it grossly misrepresents democracy. The etymological meaning of the 
word is its true meaning. Democracy is not, as many suppose it, anarchy. It Is government. I^ur is it oligarchy or aristocracy, 
as many suppose it. !t is a governing by the people. It is the governing of all by all. That democracy, therefore, which shuts 
out a partof Ibe people from governing, is an Imposture. Emphatically such must be your democracy, which not only denies to a 
part of the people their right to participate in governing, but which sanctions their enslavement, and the annihilation of all the 
righu oftbeir manhood. 

The immortal paper, whose language is; "al! men are created eqael; are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights; among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness", contains, in this language, not only the tef.chings of democracy, 
but, also, the deSniUon and meaning of democracy. But, what can be more absurd than to say, that, in the light of this language, 
be can be a democrat, who, with the besom of slavery, makes sweeping and mter destruction of human rights 1 No wonder, that a 
slaveholder pronounced the Declaration of Independence "a fanfaronade of nonsense". Such it must be in theeyes of every person, 
who is u> perverted, aa to believe slaveholding to be right, or, in any degree, compatible with sound poliiica, 

I, further, complain oftbe doctrine of yonr paper, because that, in grosslymisrepreseoiiog democracy, it as grossly misrepresents 
Christianity. I grant, that the doctrine, if uttered byaninHdel, would not disparage chrisiianity-for, in that case, no one would 
hold Christianity responsible lor it. But, it Is uttered by yourself, whose high standing and wide iofluence in the Church are srarccly 
surpassed by yonr high standing and wide influence iu the Stale. Vfllh many, therefore, it will pass for a doctrine of chrlslianiiy. 
You, of course.put it forth asBocb. You, of course, regard your politics to be the politics of the Bible. You, of course, are in a 
political party but for the purpose of carrying out the politics of the Bible. You, of course, have no sympattiy with the attempts, 
which are made to draw a Hoe between a man's politics and bis religion. You, of course, make bis politics a pan, and an especially 
signiDcant and interpreting part ofhis religion. You, of couree, will not allow, that his religion Is any better than his politics, or 
that be, who is a rogue in his politics, la any better than a rogue in bis religion. You, of course, believe, that, though a man 
traffic In haman flesh, he may, nererthetesa, be, in Gtod'a sight, politically sound; and you, therefore, believe, that, in the Rome 
Convention, yoQ inculcated but the Cible view of democracy and civil government. You, of course, regard yourself as expounding 
the Bible, when yoa take part in the meetings of the American Board of Commlseioners for Foreign MlMions, and in the meetings 
oftbe American Temperance Union; and you, of course, regard youraelf, as having done no less, when you told the people at Rome 
to make no account of a man's sUveboldiog in their estimation ofhis political soundness. 

I am clearly right, then, in aaying, that yonr doctrine of democracy la put forth as a doctrine of Christianity. But am I clearly 
right, in saying, that it mlsrepreaenta Christianity 1 

Democracy is, Indeed, a doctrine of Christianity. But is it your democracy 1 Christianity is thoroughly imbued with the 
democratic aplrit. Bat Is it with your democratic spirit 1 Your democracy ascribes a vile nature to man— for it holds him to be fit 
Ibrtheyolceofalaveryandforastateofmerechattelsbip. Your democracy makes the widest inequality among men— taking all 
power from one, and giving al! power to another. Not ao,'however, with the democracy of Christianity. That claimsa high di};niiy 
for man, and tella no, that be was made hut "a little lower than the angels, and crowned with glory and honor". That contends for 
the equality of men; and says, that" Grod is no respecter of persons", and that "He hath made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on the lace oftbe eanh" ; and that Ibe proviaiona of grace are equally for all men ; and that Christ came into the world to 
"taste death for erery man." 

Soch is the democracy of Christianity 1 How grossly, then, is she misrepresented, and how deeply wronged, when she is claimed 
to be the justifier and author of your spurious democracy— a democracy, which is as r? ady to go for slavery, as against slavery — 
as ready to be in foU fellowship with the friends and upholders, as with the foes and opponents, of slavery I 

I will not doubt, that you believe your proslavery democracy to be the truth. Nevenheless, it is a falsehood, and as impudent 
and pernicious a falsehood, as was ever aet up, A DEMocRiov, wtTHoin* intisliverv in it, ta is absurd ano impossible, as a. 
cBRtartANiTT wrrsoiTT CtiBiiT IN IT, To this falsehood, that democracy may be proslavery, our guilty and infatuated nation still 
clings: and whilst it does, it will, of course, refuse to deliver the slave. Here is one ofthe evils, which our country suGers from 
this faUebood, to which your and other influential names give currency. 

One falsehood creates oecestit^ for another; and, hence is It, that our aniislavery Constitution, which contains not one lint for 
slavery, is claimed to be proslavery, and to forbid the abolition of slavery by any branch of the Federal Government. This is 
claimed, notwithstanding, that one of its avowed objecu is to "secure the blessings of liberty"; and, notwitb&tanding, that it pro- 
Tides, that the " people be aecare in their persons against anreaaonable seizures"; and that "uu person shall be deprived of life, 
Ubeny, or property, without due process of law". How difiersot was Patrick Henry's interpretation of the Constitution, given in 
the Virginia ContrentloD la 1788, from the present Interpretailoa of It) Said this great man: " Have they (Congress) not power to 
provide for the general delence and wellare T May they not think, that this calls for the abolition of slavery 1 May they pronounce 
all alares free, and will they not be warranted by that powerl There Is no ambiguous Implication or lexical deduction. The paper 
(theConstitutlon) speaks to the point: They have the powerln clear, unequivocal terms; and wilt clearly and certainly exercise it." 

It ia often said, that the iVderal ConstitntioQ contains a provision for the surrender of fugitive slaves; and that it, therefore, 
forbids the abolilloo of slarery by any of the powers oftbe Federal GoveramenL But where is such provision 1 I see in the 
ConctitatioQ a prorisloa for the aarrender of apprentices and minor children ;— but that provision no more refers to a slave than to 
a atone, Tlie Boulbem alare-code de&ae« the alare to be "a chattel to all intents, purposes and constructions whatever" i and, hence. 



from a slave, no more than rrom a stone, i^ac anyLhingbe "dut^. But, evcQ were it true, that the Federal Constitution requires ub, 
whilst slaircry coniiaiies, 10 aurremler fugitive slaves, what should be the effect ofsuch requireirent but to hasten us to use the powers, 
whicb wc CoDttitullonally possess, for aboliatiing every part and parcel of American slavery 1 

1 have referred to one of the evils resulting to our country from the falsehood, that democracy may stand by slavery. I, now 
add, that the pernicious effects of your prusln very democracy are notcontincdio this land. Its blight upon human liberty and human 
hopes Is felt In other lands also. By reason of her political theories, her Declaration uf Independence aod her Constitutions, our 
country has, long been, llie political light-house of the world. The lovers of liberty among all the oppressed and benighted oaliooa 
have rejoiced in its cheering and guiding beams. But, they can hardly descry it, any longer — so dense are the clouds, wbicL our 
inconsistencies and hypocrisies, the variance between our lives and our lips, our practicesaod our professions, have gathered around 
it. Ab, bow much harder blows would our example inspire the oppressed Hungarian and Italian to strike, were our deeds in 
harmony with our words, and were we honestly and gloriously fulfilling the expectations excited by those brilliant services in the 
cause of liberty, with which we signalized the beginning of our national existence ! Feeble, too, would be the resistance offered by 
tyrants to the upiisings of their outraged subjects, were it not for the betrayal of liberty by us her chosen guardians, and for the 
macb, which we have dune to disparage her claims to the homage of the world. 

I tremble for the fate of liberty. Despotism, both civil and ecclesiastical, is marshalling its mighty hosts against her-, and such 
a sham democracy, as you and our other leaders in Church and Slate arc preaching, makes those hosts far mighiier, and their 
opponenis far weaker. Liberty may fall— but she would not~oh no, she could not — if, at this crisis, our country should strike the 
chains from ber slaves. In that act of justice and mercy, we should be publishiog a true democracy — a true gospel of human ' 
rights — whose power would stir the lowest depths of every soul, and double the vigor of every arm enlisted on the side of liberty. 

I said, that I will noi doubt, that you bcliere your proslavery democracy to be truth. Nor will I doubt, that you believe the 
religion, which justifies this democracy, 10 bmhe true religion. Nevertheless, may Go<l deliver the world from such a religion. 
ThR civil govcrncnems of the world are, even the best oflhem, but conspiracies. They deserve not to be called civil governments. 
They are, whilst they exist, insuperable obstacles in the way of the enlightenment, blessedness, salvation, of the world — forlfaey all 
practice some forms or other of grinding and wasting oppression, and rob the masses of rights vital to their well being. These 
obstacles must be removed — these conspiracies must be displaced by true civil governments, such, as shall protect their subjects in 
their right to liberty, and in their right to land, and in all their other cardinal righ'^s, ere the truth can have " free course and be 
glorified"; ere this world will be brought under saving influences, and become a redeemed world. The religion, which chimes in 
viih, and justilies these conspiracies— these spurious civil governments— is, of course, not the religion to thrust them aside, and get 
better in their places. Satan u'iU not cast out Satan. The religion of those, who vote for anti-abolitionist£, and land-monopolist!, 
and rum-sellers, and rum-drinkers (, and such is the religion of nearly every one of the Churches, and of quite every one of the 
Missiooary and Bible Societicii, of the nation,) will not fail to be on good terms with tho civil governments, which, the world over, 
are plundering, and outraging, and crushing, humanity. 

There is a religion — bles&ed be Cod, that there is] — which is able to overturn all these lying and murderous counterfeits of 
civil government; and which is able lu rectify all the disorders of this sin-crazed world. It is the religion, which Jesus Christ 
brought into it. Its worst enemies have stolen its name; — but they have given abundant evidence, that its spirit and power do not 
always accompany its name. A grca: part of the world is filled with one conventional Christianity or another, whiUt the true 
Christianity, like its author, has scarcely " where to lay its head". For the spread and triumph of this true Christianity, many a 
slave in his chains is praying; and, so also, many an outcast, who is robbed of his home by legalized land-monopoly ; and, so also, 
many a victim of governineoial taxes, or some other fonn of governmental oppression. Their prayers will, yet, be answered. 
Christianity will yet be in the ascendant:-— and when that day shall come, its professed disciples will not say, that, in respect to the 
soundness of hia political Taiih, it is nil une, whether a man be a deliverer of the poor, or a buyer and seller, and whipper, and mur- 
derer, of the poor. In that day, professed disciples of Christianity will be so enlightened, as to know, when reading in their Bible: 
*' He that rulelh over men roust be just" — " Thu ruler is the minister of God" — that their voles must be for the "just" only, and 
for such, as will administer their otfice righteously. How much belter is such a political faith than that, which you commend ! — 
than that, which allows its possessor as much liberty to vote for a slaveholder, as for a just mau— as much liberty to vote for a 
.ervant or minister of the devil, as fur a servant or "minister of Godl" 

Pardon me, dear Sir, the freedom of this letter. We hare often taken counsel together OD the subject of temperance. Why 
fnay we not on the suoject of politics also 1 Very probably, this communication will appear to you to be " a setter forth of strange" 
doctrines. I «ub you knew mure ofthem. You will know more of them, If you will read that valuable oewspaper published at 
Syracuse under the name of "Liberty Party Paper." John Thomas is its worthy and able editor. 

Respectfully, your friend, 

GERUIT SMITH. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE CIKVROB OF PBTBRBORO, 

At tbeir Sleetlngr beld Noy. 27, 1849. 



Whereas certain persons, who formerly identified them- 
selves with the Church of Peterboro, and who have latterly 
stood aloof from it, complain, that the 3d in the series of Reso- 
lutions, passed by this Church June 1st, 1849, is so expressed, 
as to violate the distinctive principle of this Church, that the 
christians of a place are the Church of such place : and where- 
as, though we see no just grounds for so interpreting said Res- 
olution, we, nevertheless, do see just grounds for greatly re- 
specting the judgment and tenderly regarding the conscience, 
which, in this instance, differ so widely iirom our own judg- 
ment and conscience : Resolved, therefore, that we, cheerfully 
and unanimously, rescind the said Resolution, and adopt, in its 
stead, the following Resolutions. 

1st Resolved, That our bosoms still swell with - grief and 
indignation at the recollection of the great outrage of which 
they were guilty, who, though not regarding themselves as 
christians, yet, nevertheless, presumed to come among us and 
vote on questions affecting the continuance of H. P. Crozier's 
pastorship. 

2d. Resolved, That, whilst we claim, that all the christians 
of this community have the Uberty, and are bound, to attend 
our church meetings, and take part in all our church business, 
Tve nevertheless deny, that this claim gives any license to that 
christian to do so, who, in the act of doing so, would make 
war upon his own convictions — upon his conviction, that his 
own proper place is in a sect, and not in the one indivisible 
church of Peterboro — or upon his conviction, that they, who 
love to come under the name of the church of Peterboro, are 
a mere faction, and the enemies of an authorized church of Je- 
sus Christ — or upon his conviction, that he is not yet ready or 
willing to identify himself with and participate in the responsi- 
bilities of any church. 
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ruTERBORo, January^/ 1850. 

John CocnsANi 
Isaac T. Hofpbb, 
Daniel C. Eaton, 
GsoBOB H. Evans, 
William Kembts : 

Gentlemen, — 

I proposed, last Spring, to make gifts to five hundred males and five 
hundred females, inhabitants of this State. I requested you to select from the City and County of Now- York 
seventy-five of each sex; and I requested persons in the other Counties of our State to select the remaining 
four hundred and twenty-five of each sex. \ ou kindly and promptly undertook the labor, which I presumed to 
assign you : and I, now, have the pleasure to roceivo from you tho one hundred and fifty names. 

I have come to the conclusion, that it is not best for the females to receive land from me. What land I 
have left, and my title to which is unquestionable, is, with small exceptions, unfit for farming. My gifts to 
colored people took all my large tracts of farming land, save one In the County of Franklin : — and this can, 
perhaps, hardly be called a farming trout. It is of inferior soil ; and I cannot say, that it is very valuable in 
any respect. Notwithstanding some of the lots abound in pine, the tract is too far from market to make it 
very desirablefor its timber. The Boston & Ogdensburgh rail road, however, passes within some 16 or 18 
miles of it. 

This tract, which contains nearly nineteen thousand acres, and which my deceased father had his surveyor 
divide into farm-lots, I conclude to give to the five hundred men, each of whom will, as I formerly proposed, 
receive ten dollars, along with his deed. 

The five hundred females will each receive fiftiy dollars. This sum is sufficient to purchase forty acres of 
Government land. I hope, that each one, who does not so expend it, will expend it in the purchase of other 
land. To yon, who know my heart on this subject, I need not say, how deeply I feel, that every person needs 
to be the admitted owner of a parcel of land. This every person should be, without having to pay for it. But, 
if a free ownership be withheld, still lot there be aa ownership, whenever it can bo bought. If for no other 
reason than that the more, who are tho admitted owners of land, the sooner will such ownership bo acknowl- 
edged to be a natural, universal, and inalienable right, I would have every person got a parcel of land, who 
can get it. 

Alas, that good men should be so slow to see, that the acknowledged right of every generation, and tho 
'whole of every generation, to the use of the earth, as well as to the use of the sea, the light, and the air, is 
necessarily preliminary to that state of universal comfort, and happiness, and holiness, for which good men 
labor and pray t So vitally important, so indispensable, is this right in my view, that no person, who rejects it, 
oan get my vote to be a civil ruler, or a moral instructer. How long will the people consent to be put off with 
bribes and toys and deceptions in the place of the acknowledgment of their rights % The Governments of tho 
earth all refuse to acknowledge the right of the people to the soil. And yet tho people, stripped though they 
are of this greatest right, and of this only effectual security for all their rights, sustain and honor these Gov- 
ernments I And this they do, because their Governments help them pay their parsons or their schoolmasters, 
or bribe them in some other way. Only let the Governments of the earth give back to their subjects the 
rights, of which they are robbed ; and their subjects will lack neither the ability nor the disposition to take 
the whole care, and bear the whole burden, of their schools and churches. 

I send you herewith 75 deeds of land and $750 for the 75 males you have selected, and 93,750 for tho 75 
females you have selected. Should the grantees wish to make inquiries respecting the land, I hope they will 
moke them of you. I cannot even read, much less can I answer, all the letters, which I receive. 

To the Committees in the other Counties I will send Deeds and ten dollars with each, as fast as I receive 
from them tho names of the males, whom they select. My gifts to the females, whom they select, I shall not 
1be able to complete in a less space of time than a year, or eighteeit months, as my first dnty with the moneys I 
receive is to employ a large share of them in continuing to reduce the great amount of debt, which I still owe. 
It is probable, however, that I shall, every month, pay the females of one or more Counties. 

With great regard, 

your friend, 



GEBEIT SMITH. 
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MTI-FUGITIYE SLATE LAW MEETIJYG. 



At a large Meeting of jjersons from various parta of the State of New York, held in the City 
of Syi-acusB January 9th 1851, and of which Fredeuick Pouqlass was President, the following 
Resolutions and Address were unanimously adopted. The Address is the same, and, with an incon- 
siderable exception, the RcHuiutiona are the t;ame, as those, which .>vere reported by Geurit Suitu 
to the, Stale Convention held in snid City, January 7th, 8lh, 9th, 1851 : 



RESOLUTIONS. 

" Ist. Kesolyod, lliit we pour out upon tlio Fugitive 3lavo Law the fullest measure of our contompt and 
hatfe and cireoration^ pjedjje oarFoIves to l esist it actively, as well as piissivelyj and by all such means, as 
shall, in oui- c:;t^ei:i, u -i-uiu.) 'Ul- jucst cU'ectual rcyiKtuuca. 

2(1. lv(;;iolvt:(l, thjit thoy, cousent to bfs tlio ageiitM of Soutbevn opprcBsors for osecuting this law, 
whether ay Coiumijyitmcr:;, or I\I;u'i;h:iis, or in any otber capa'.'ity, to be regarded as kidnanpcrs and land- 
piratCH. 

3'.1. Jlcix^lv.-'d, tb:tt it is ou;- fluty to peril lifL-. liberty, and property, in be'u'.lf of the fugitive slave, to 
as great un extent, aa wc vrould peril tiieni in behalf of ourselvcH. 

4th. Ileeolvcd. that obviously and grossly Uuconstitutional as is this Law, nevertheless this ia not tho 
chief Tcasoa why wc condeinn and defy it: — for ofj^ually, whether thoy are Constitutional or Unconstitutional, 
do wo condoiiin and defy all lawti, which insult Ilini, who is abovo all Coustitutious, and which, aiming not ta 
protect, hut to destroy, rights, are, therefore, to be regarded m uo lawri. 

5th. ll.'solvou, that, horrible is this law, wo must bear in mind, iliat it is but a pcrfcetly natural and 
not at all to be i/ondored at exaction of slavery ; iind that, hence, our lirat and f^reat work ic to get rid, not of 
the la\f, but of fllavery — as It wouhf bo our iirat and gixat worx; to pursue aud ]ciU tho mad-dog, instead of 
pausing, until we had effected the cure of one of his bites. 

6tli. Retolvcd, thiit between corrupt poUtiiin on the one hand aud corrupt churchcj on the otiicr — be- 
tween the politicians nnd parties, who enacted this I^aw, and tijc priests, who are preaching Us enforcement — 
thero is no hope fnr this Nation, unle:^;3 it shall very i.pccdii}'' be brought to prcicr honesty to knavery, both 
in itB religious teachers and civil rulers. 

7th. Ecsolved, that, were the current reli^jion of the country to Lo exchanged for blank inndclity, tho 
abolition of slavery 'vfould bo coinpiirr.tively easy. 

8tli. Resolved, that when tho immortal V7ritcr of tho Declaration of Independence said : "If wc do uofc 
liberate the enslaved by the generous energy of our own minds, they mufit, they will, be liberated by the awful 
jjrocesa" of St. Domingo Emancipafci.m, he utter'jd words, which there is but too rauch reason to believe are 
rapidly approiLCiiing their fidfiimout- 

Stli. Hejolved, that, inasmuch as bound pnu'jijdcs and ;;ouijd Luiit;hers are as iiidihpcnaublc tu «ur Inuti- 
lutious of i;carning, as in our pulpits, we rejoieo to know, that, Tinder tlie progress of the antisluvery sentiment, 
there are already several Colleges in our country, which are open to colored studeots ; and that there arc two 
cf thc!-e, in v.'liich colored :-tudGnts iind themr^clvos emphatically at home. These are Obcrlin Culicge in Ohio, 
and Cor.tral Coiiegj in Ne\/ York — in the latter of which theie is v. colored Profes:;or. 

lOtb. P^csolvcd, that, inasmuch as every Xational party in this Nation must, bccauso it is a National 
party, np.ii'e, if not indeed, p.'jsitiveiy favor, slavery, it follows, that whoever bcioiigs to the "Whi^ or Democratic 
party, or to any ecclesiastical National party, docs, however unwilUngly or unwittingly, give his influence and 
support to slavcrv. 

lith. }7c;?^lvcd, th;:fc the time has cumc, nnd liad long ago come, forgathering a Northern political 
party, which -zh-Al l;e both determined and able to carry out the principles of the Federal Constitution and tho 
principles of n-.-.manity and religion, in ovcrthrc^jlng the base and bloody p;ystem of American sJavery, and la 
establishing a righteous Civil Governmeat. 

12th. 3^c.-olve;i, that welcome the presence in this Convention of William .L. Chaplin ; aud render 
thanks to Almigh.ly God for having preserved him alive, whilst under the blows and threats of murderous 
raiiians, and whi!.':t in tho dreary prisous, to which villainous and piratical Governmeuts had committed him. 

I3tb. Etii'jlvcd, that, instead of rebuking and scomiug, wo honor and love, this dear brother for having 
done thr.t lor r.hich -Jesus Christ will say unto him before an assembled world: "Inasmueh as je have dono 
it unto OHO the ic:;st of these, yc havo done it unto n'e". 

Mt!i. Kcaolveci, that if "vVilliani .L. ChapUa has done violence to tho principles cf republicanism and 
chr:ati:'.nity, :n sulTcriug a couple of his fcllow-nieu to seek to promote their escape from alavery by getting into 
hi3 c.-T-'-TO, ^h-Ti -.Tl ^r.\ ui,iic:rQi:jm :.nd ehi'istiauity the deadliest enemies of huaaaniby, and the cruellest lies, 
thi'.b hr - . -,p ji-cJ. 

1.' , LLhst'inciiiig the considerable amount of donations toward effecting the liberatioa of 

■our brt ' . . jjbligod, ny reason of the exorbitant bail rei}uircd of him, to borrow largo sums 

of TiiQL ■ !' . itlu;:]^; .P.ccch'i;d, therefore, that WC deeply sympathize with him under his pe- 

cuaiaf; , ... '1 wAi-iuly desire, that ihe benevolent luay aoon relieve him of them. 

\i . ' ■ liberation of Ojaplin is nxs occasion for remembering afrctih, and pitying afreah, 

Xhr&ytfl " ' . e^llinc; [ rrceu c-n this hyjK>critical and cruel Nation to set thcfie outraged and 

1? '-cK a.T the imprisonment of Drayton and Sayrc for aiding their fellow men to ee- 

«i»e from the Lorror:. of tiavcry, is an imprisonmcat for what not only humanity p.nd religion proqoucce k 
wh:'.!. iht of tho Declaration of Independence, siaco jt declares 'Hhat all pjeu citpftted 



cciiiij.1", prciiomiccil n vlrtiw; nml loi* v,-lmt tlio lav/ of tho Fcilural ConfiLitutioii, ;.iiico It Jccb.rci its ol)ji;ct ta 
he "to c'dtiiljliiiU jiuitico and ijucure tho bkL-'i'mga of liberty," (Iou:j, :il;io, pronovuico a virtue; }Ig3o1v(;(1, tUcrcforo, 
tiiiit it woiiM ijt!, not V, htwltiL'^i act, but a lawful, mi \/eU -.xh limnano anil religloua act, to dcmoliuh tlio priliQu 
of thG;:a jiliihuUliropmtyj and lot them go free. 

: A \^ 'p U U;S';0. . 

To the 'PcopU of the State of Ncio Yorh : 

A recent hwi of Con'rren'i ciilla on you lo aralot In iciliicinc your fi llow tugu to Dhvcry. Wcio tliccu fellow 
r.if.n critnlnijl.ij f-lr^ycry u'fiiitd In; n. liiiicru lH'y.oiHi, nml InfiiiUcly.biiyoml, lli-lr deacrla. To Biibjcd a luati lo lijo mo^X caprlcioun, 
. fii.Ll; aii'ilti:ji(Jii!ib'..,Vil':L'iiL'ti:'m— uiL. ;icilli:iii loo, v.iilcUabciliilcly umiililbH-'D nil lilnririit?, un'.l i.lukc liLa fioiu iirjhtit:a(l locliutlcl- 
hooU— i'j moni tliiin ia duo lo even i!io f;rc'ili:ji triiiic!. Uui ilici-Q JcHow cir-ii cro not crii!)lnali'. Tlitsy i.rd yimr p.'-icciiljlr, nullilfn, 
KniiiU. noi 'liboiu A:ul ili(.y ur-i not m^Lii^iuIii lo tlic wrc^iij^a Inllimcd ilioni, Tlioy luvo iriWiViiitraiid Dcnuibiliiltii liko >uur 

<i\vn- , 'i'hc/ lovo wiTo und clilUhcu/Ovrn n-j you .do. j\fi [lUi.cupllble. tin yogtrqlvf;", ncc tlicy of joy and oonow. ^Afi owiiot to ;na 
'to yuii, J Li lifiLriy. ■ /.iid wlicn bi;f(;avi;il of tlib priccluja bkTLilug', tliclr dtMluiion und v/itjiclieduc; j ui« wi pcifci;!, uu v/ould bo your 
cv.-'i, aiiiK'r !liolll;o b'|icavcuicnt. . ■ , , , ■ ; ■ ■ ■ ', : ■ ■ ' ■ ' < ■ ■ 

\^liy tlitjii, if [lie ,0 lli!nf;a aiQ [!o, rliould you do tliof^roat v/ron'^of rcdlicin;; ibr^n innocent pcoplu to idAvcry 7 Tiio answer lo Ihi^ 
inquiry iu, tlmt l;iw commands It, W^ndiaU our ruvcrcnco mid K-i\_- fu.- law, rtnd ourobli[;alloii.lo obuy.it. Vio cay 7iitii llic AjiOLtle, 
lliat " the law b lioly, uud llio coniiraiidiuont holy, nnil jusl tind [;!i(nl.'" But, llicn all lu not law, wliEcEi ia called hw. That, wlilcli 
].icko itutli, and jualice, and all tlio elcun'ol;!, of law, In, at the !, but nouiiniil lav. Genuine and real law lo for ihn prolccllon of 
righto, it iii tiham Unv, and no Ii;v/, \.'hi(:h l)i for llit: tlcjtruction of tinhti:. llul slavery cli-aal.ilca tho wholo field of huiuua rlijhio. It 
Itjavci not oRo rlf;lit to lia vicllniij, Ilcnec, ovcry' law In favor ■^f ulfivcry Ib, inoattnipliatically, ohara lav/ — lo, most cmpliailcally, 
no law. 

'!Iut, it lo Qald, that tlis bw m quc'ttlori munt ho ol)oycd,'bccaucfilt In a Connlitnl'onoUaw, and hernii"; !hi>Con?iItiiiicn cnUed for 
tho \:\w. Wo era nothing, liov/cyur, to jiiultfy tho enactment of ihln law in ttiat provlnlcn of tho Conaiitui) ji, wljlch ttio hw )vao enact- 
ed lo enforce. If that pcoviclon calla for any lofjl'iiiition; it hi, moat.curlainly, St.Tic, and not National, ■-Idatlon. ilul werp, It.Eo, 
that it caila fur Notional legi.'ilation, it would, of course, bo hucIi, nc docj no vlobncc, and nttcinpta nc vioJ. i;cc, to" the ptovluion of tho 
Comtltisiion, rcnpgctinjjiho Wrltof IlabcmCorponj oMo tliat rosp^-ciins tho right of trial liy jury, ■ or to any olhnr oflta ptnvialonB. 
• Ai'!aln--tldi! luw was unacted for llio gdIo purpoao of rcaiunijlnsj Into liltiveiy tiioHc, who' liad fsr-d ftoir/iis horroru.' Uv' ^ly no fair con- 
,mi-iiriiaivorLin;jua[(j tan tliiSi piovltiioa b-> aaU IS icfuV to I'uHlllvc ) rrom.blilvory. 'It Itj aaid, howuvcr, that. nolwldiHtandlng'tho C6ii- 
atilutioti is, iipoti iia uurfaco, and In iloobvioua meaning, ti paper ii^f/iinst tJavory, tlicroi?, novorihclo^a, In trila and in somo oi'ivr.P;' ita 
proviiiiDiifl, o.liidden nipaninij/or fJavory. To ihia wo ^cply, thai iCia qidlc Jtccnso Cfwiinh to paaa from nn obvloua lo an .occult rncanlft" 
' oLV.ofiia-^n-oln 'ihccort.iln legal jiicaning bf wordu (o 601110 bno oflho ten tholiSun'd of l:)_clr iincfcriain' hiaioclcDl 'iind itaditionai moan- 
ings — even when this la done for tho furthcraneo oflho cause o£ juntico;— but, ilint totiti tJda foe jIid puri>o?q ofcaitilrg.BUcccEofoc in- 
jua|iccand vilU^lny, and injuatica und Ylijainy ofunaurpcsEcd enormity, b to eo very.far beyond iholinillQ 9f (jndupiitco. , ^ , 
■ "Whit, howcvi;r,'if iku'>Uw"v,-i^toln,iibrinony witlflho'Cotmtitution'J— that woiid ho na au'ihoti'iy Jor tholaw,'lf tholaw' lacpnlmry 
to Uiitli,' ■ ConHlltuitonaaUd la^ti^'Gofartog they arc rdpunhant'to trutli", uro void.- 'iC tho f reufApdailo liud to^ cf)nfi;aei'"tiiiit-he cuitld 
,"do nothIni;:a_gnin3l il)0;trulh, ._bnl for thq ttuihT,; t^ip liki) cOofesiloii uii-al b'l imdil forCopiUiutlona aBdJaws,; 'TUcy ■arO;pov/erleo» 
agalriGt ilie cvcrlaotirig bulwarkg- of rcasoii and religion. • . , ,, ,. ^ ..^ . , , , 

.Bccauro it (a llio oacred work pf our fathgna la nno.ltier 'of tho rcasonQ ucsljjncd, why wo must obcv thb ConotilutlorL atid.evcry pari 
■.flf It, iOiil bricfj uniy,r,nU iJUflicSonl/ aiiav/cr to ildala, Xliai whatever respect wo owe to oUt dead fathtiSj wo owo mob ta iho living 

Wo JW3 lojd, 1(10, thatj.Jr woicycctlho.Conatlfulion, or nny pari nf it, wp bonnqt connUtciUly, find.cGnnot,,oE right, rvata uniltr li : — 
and thali'htnt^i w'li Inual cling fo Il|'ahd to every pari of If, iii ordqr to Viuvo lo our^clvea llio pnjcioup und Important right of 'Bu(rrnf;e — 
ihoprccioua and important lighl of participating in tlic choice of aur clvlt rulcife, Iiiiinswertcdhii wo dficlaro^ Itmtit la' a very ' r,it.'03 
, anda.ycry pumiclquo fallacy, ;ihat ourrlRht.to vpip Ja.Croalcd by^ uud heldijndcr,' Ui& tjQnailimipp./OHT 'iii'H ip! tclcgt our-tiwil rulers 
comes from God i inheres [o our odidal buing;; .and ovorri\lca nil CoufcUtuiiQiia and. cnQclracntd.; ,It is'icuo, ilxaLmcn tjro at libofiy to 
provIdo'lhelrCimvenrloriai rcgulotiuns fof thooxotdfi) lif thi&'rfchf:'— bui thpy tlanboc'crcoio ti]o"ii8ht.or'jqItc1tiiw'a^,pE atalJeneioncU 

■ uppoit.'rilcDCOviho pi-OTjulotiof tbdRedoral Oonsiiiutloni Iwhich niakeathcitalllaL' cf'ti certain oath llul caixJillpn af Iho choccn i'ii- 
Icr's ehlcring upon tho duties of hi9 olTicc, elio'uld ho repealed, hcgaoEo ilia la derogation bf tlio ^uXnral pod abflohifo right of .lliO'pcrjplo 
to chcioso their tulera. Iloneo, loo, ihcy nro wrong, manlfcniiy wrong, whp, because of ihEa' required oalh, reHnqulsli, ,oV hqldjii obuy- 

r anctrj Uilfliiinirutaninbgobtc light/. /ijhcirihodld pcrcQtcro.lnitbocyciyclecariVoB'dld thocPiialifuohla of. Doniul lO'Contell: and if 
nny,"whom they wish to mako luicra, nhall have consclenco ogainat taking ,tl|o oat}\ :of ollico, Ahr^ fihoiJ(J-, Dov£i;-lHelo^3, 1 fildchMhoin. 
Their pcrscveraneo woidd bo aa aucccsaful, na wna tho pcracvomnco of O'CoDneH'a coiiailluenta. Tno oath woidd bo waived, when ro- 
VifliKd;.or,bctiemUl, U'Wonlilbo^vfthdHwrLfriJfli.thiiCdaatlttillon. ■ .'i !■ t. .1' .i-,,- ,[.: , 

lu'i-i .Bwtfip^nswor.to^ll 0ilr;inawnflfqciWlotx:>'ing'iJU'tIft7(for Tn3!tiog.sU«r8pEo[iriadgliboT3,.wffbro.to wo miiat ohD)-ili ror 

, , the rcaaoit,' thai, Civll,09vcmme;jt niuetbpohcyedT J^t, la true,ithnt Civil GpvcrnmentniVBtrbp ■obgyi'd^'. j3ut, ,lho comipand -10 obey 
■it cdiQcV to' tia-v,rUhTho iimltallo'n; '\Chlch ttcbmitanlca'tho vioinihahd to'oboy our parenta. , 3f w.'o"muai otcy our parento, only "in 
tho Lord" — thai ia, only to llic csicnt,that their comraunda harmonize with tho Dlvino conimarida^eo'rnuat-Wootwy £;ivl!■C^Qycrn- 
. - ,nicni.wllh.thc'Uko,qua(!r)cation. Rlvll Gpvijrntnonl is, tcrlhp aiimocxlcnt, that cyety,poraotli5,.6iibjeot-'tQthooi)nn3m(i aad'iminuinblt) 

JiiWgPCGod; aiif^whercvt^ll vloldtea litoid'laws, it la ciiilllcU'to'no^ -'■ ' ^ 
'■'' "''''*rhodoctHn6,-lHitiHim^inay bd doSoJf ■conimtlniledliy-'elvil.Qovfcrn^^^ no 
"'i.ihoyonng'HobrcwB,'wht>lprcf»*rtcd tho lloryififmaca Toi)licyliiC"UlioliifolMimrtQbdi}r>n6'aoVc"riH«iCht;-m()»-aia-U CDd' noy 

T h\m: ivhn hnA Tnthnr }\n nnntintn I Jin ITriii'n ji>ii,l1liin'i<(mmW. with a Mfti>1r«AH^iiltf.>iiipnt /if (hfl.nrTMriinivhi. ..TK.^. J^'poSUcB, 

ojicrnii 

. 'TltmHclf. ,',But_lli^'ciU26n,_^no rofiiKa'lo bear a^jjort In cnfora .'U 
^■^Vfl-ijo'^ljiinpiitd^ib-lh'o'MliiO^i'V^ But"tln5*iaw-, Tielhg ntjajsro io Qod'MiiJ ronii/Vwo.^^^ 

our country by oboylog it. " Rigliicommaa oxaltcih anaUcn"i— and wheoHoover wo ehnll bo Invoked by c trtMSmw4aeW,HlWilf bo 

','.■">''■ .Svnwi^M 

■ .td,lWWCo^militoii-i(ppolnt8*tno'JudJ[Gfl'u^^^ 

s-i<ih)rf*yfiiDa^toilotlot»lPbo'tfw\;ihI<:iiiitK^vc4^^ Biii; *hlih-\^ttttful"t«o'i;mpaiad6lri6pJ'wHlcTi W 

mon'fl iiiterpretstlonaof rollgion, wo hold in no higher calcom tho eriually lying dof^i{nKrHUbhH<uiic^iiQrJd£^ta'judsaiiai. 
.what ^aConsdtiUionol.nniuiwfi^.,.,, .J . _ ■*'.■■} ' - . .. u - v - 'f -'f- c 

1 :'aiiy;oCthd AprfUiidmbf-Ch»l3ti«nitif,'oiiathat'tlu iMcatrffefttayiiAigMtiof-piiiilfitm^l'oPi^ilJiil to ii(V^BWtta?ih-ifi^ 

□ndpppijnifl, from th'j fljoctoga, wlucb commercial and political men arogeiUna up-alLovcr iho North, Aiiwlpr thpriiaroa/»f "Union 

:^^^,IMtil^'^.o^;corno:Uloy&omth(^'IAoret^llm«^%bd-saaltl^s wo 

Tho way Is, now, prcpaicd for ns toeay, that wo will rpBi9i.thiqjBiyt^mWiltit, (l^tdthOBtra^afpniiClitfilcr-jaijrtsVOTUfc— 
, and by nil ^i^qh mcan.i, aaaj).a11 promlso.to him, wha uses them, tnimoiU clrcclual,rcdaianii6,. Wo caijnot-bo chriaUfnift wo cannol lx> 
:ahca;=atid^'otiipjwiM. r.Hi5i(s>iiaclirt»atrt>ttiifllliohM tftHBJilrtWdnfitJAa^wt'^fWflHIfVfiSchni^ 



■nightitf.i 
pcrccptioi 

1 -'.;>Fcllo>rciltEeMl:w,o,-3ipfrpotvflih px^io^tlngTy^i^ t<>)ropj)l'^ rt^B l^t»'ondBr fpd(."TW3;iaw iJ)I<rn(vnt^Ii.^W^JClp'^y'of tJiC!il(inftnds of 

. fan^liii)jio;boUmlWd'tothl9l&-Aij-*butlt iatfibaoxrtaadaliw^as^ Bia-/faiyjfi'6^«Oiitf*b','y6i*:ivllP 6ti>safflantaUy 

exposed to iwtyrapr»u*tmdfiampp^c^ tp^ptrli^<j^if.tiavor*ybaqt»yC'f^'tey m*hp»>ro 

. should ypuamkSaili, lor inefeiavo'a&iKor If yoil, yjho oio cunttburtnoautBranifcCDlcr reachsa offhapower ot fi]fivcw»"iut>, Dovcr- 
Uuiteaa, Ht^faipdtlent tmdai.ihat power; -wh^inn^txar fcontie'iatfoaylqEtiitwjf/^Vhi^a Uyou, 
.wha nro iRbul Uit^j^caujoljrft qf^l^v^iy, cppplaln ^ojnci^-otltp^^ pilBt EoibB(rj3nndItJ4ni.'>vhjnJiT<rtiGiio 

blackncOT of its darkncfi^l Oh; lo b& u. alavc! To wti&c, every morning, with tVioconBCloueneM of.lwlijgpi mvpL ,ffpj»rnf,yifl 'wreaty 
load oflhiacoaaciouanoos, all tho day long! Surely, aurcly, earth has no other lot, bo hard as that ul'tJio'fiiavo'i"*" , / -j.i 
\ Doca alaverjf, lI«nV conram^ijo'for^'oubdv^s1:^iihimeain^^^ shbhU:lt <<tfocoih jiridfor lh"a:n)Iindrii"iF'your^D!lf^/cd coun- 

iftpUi!?Uutaoiit„titein la 
Elavtry lo'ti bfffciirtld in 



/ 



\ 0. i.w. cl: i.iifi luicirlaiu liijloili- j (if tiin lii£ilii:r;i;iil. l!ut, r.jr tiio piiriia-o i)f [[liorpKliii" It. ii.ivo notTi. 

iiv; 10 ^,llU OiL.u Khuorii-j; >iiid ihut v/if.u.; m ilvli tinm'^ llii iIkick-I.t iiiul (:!,:ini'i ffom it,r n.-ii;i.r, ;iiul no; friiin ilu lil'iKni," i. Wo 
iiiliiiit, ilir.c Ib.'io 1/1 LL)iii2lil:ilDriu^,Uvlil(.'!n:!.-, ihnc rcrtnin ju'i i linil llui inii 1)0:0 lo r.ul c.l.ivuy Inlo ilio Coii'itiuitloii. lliil, llio tiui 'i- 
iioii ..~<ia llir/ !;a it 1(1? Thdi'imri,.,.,u i/i notlihi;;, ir U v.. not nucoc.rdl ' ' 

''Vlial, hnv.'cvcr, iflhn Coii'.litmitjn, in'jl'jad of loiiuicinr, na it cl(,;irly doc;, thn Irjimoilhto otliiic.tion of rl.ivr ;y, runiiir^a it tn Iki 
iipliuU!— vain, uUo-i;IIkt valu, la nuch ruiiulrumcnl a-;alfi^t"tiiu obliTHtonn, wlilcl. How Irom iho |i.Hi:rrvl and imchuj.-;r:\li[o ri'i.iliod-i tjf 
iiiuii tiJ C[ic!i other. Tlic .a i.>lal!on:!, bnlru: U hnc and ahovi'. n\iy rcl.nlon'j cruiiKjil by llio OotiBlilulloii, niiiit Ijo iiM!i:a!oca uiui hotiortil, 
fv<;n Ir.Oui^U ili lirn;i!il tiiti uonvuiittoiml u luiocii 1I6 tlivrtliy jjiil. li. 

t'l it c;tli', ihnt v.'onrfiivit to ItUctrcro villi tliu iniiitulionu ufour uintiir SiaIc-T7-3ni! itiat nla^cry in "Virginia or G.'ornia i'J lifvoml 
(,iir IiV;itiiii>iI.i rcAcll? Wo nnywcr, tlinl, v/liorovcr hi mil- own NiUloti, or in.iny oilior IS'ation. itio ri|;lit^i of men uro c'lovca iluvuii. 
Itioio ij n. v/oilcTor m Id iJo, in ijClialt of oiircornmon' liiimanlty. Kt illicr by llialo, nor National, lineg iiro our oynipnthica lo ijo !>fiiniLi- 
f(i:— .mil, \vhrtcvi;i- our iiyiiipathli;,) aro calkLt for, HiiiiRT f,lioiiI^l wo f;0 In pcr.Vjn, if itiat bo nccdlul la inaL'a our ayiiniailiii- 1 ino'it nf- 
luotivc. It li: ti I'.ciion of men, inL^loaii of liio linlli ofOjil, tint wo [i"j.vo not )iio titlit to lii'lp oucli of Ilio oppri'L.'.L'.i, an il:wf\\ ti-yonil 
tlu. limit:! Of our :;i:Ue, or Nation, Tl:u iumiu ri;;lil Imvo wo tti lly to llio (.uccor of iho oppr(;r.icd IiiiUnn Of I.Iun;:aiiiin, na 10 roth.-:, i 

■ Ilio iVton^:! of oar counlcyinon nhil neiyhborff. It ij iy"^lnt.^, wlio are not willing to bo liiolurbJd in "llicir onpiennloii of lliclr Lubjcct"-r- 
it ii tliciif, v.-lioiiavo insiilled Into llio well n!(;ii unlvun.al iiiioil Hiolua-on, (liat n man ba.T no rljjht la carry liio pbllnnltiroplo oH'ofKi 
bL-yontl hi:i owucountry. Buflhat lc;:ton I'l nrarnfi], ivliacvuc (lio tloclrino ofilio Innii.in br'ijllicrliDOil In iiUclli.rfntly amllovlnrly np- 
jiiLlicudLii. D:av cj many line i npon ibo aiirfaeo of tliocarlli, anil malio aa nriny Nation;., .tt you will, tlibc-iii^ In 110 \vl!;c, nii-xt tl:o 
lifilili-, wliiuhpertuln io incniberahlr- in tin) Jnimrjn family. Tlit.iD woro u'j Iiilly tti^r Tl;sbi:i of tiio Hamarllun, ivlien In Judi-n, an wlien lii 
Sufnaiiai— anil, l:on(;p, Wn liborlv ti> niinlhlor lo human want, au wijllin tin ono Nation, a;j in tliLt olh';r. Thci-a lii-htn arJ ntiiuiiiaireil 
in tlio bt lovtti Jo;..;j)h Suirj;o am) Klihu Durrllt ,ind, hence, tlirir lib-riy to (;o uinon;: iho coiUen Jin;[ powera of "Europa for tho pur- 
podoof maliin^iil'aco. They nro unimpaired In the doqiifnt and oxcdl^nt Guurgo Tlioiu]i;.o'n uIko;— niid, hcnci;, h.o rnay como to tho 
hhorcs of America to plead the cauLio of the down-lruddun. It fa truo, that ytnr;j(> nnd Bnriitt nru not D.incH, und tliai TliQnin:.on l;i 

■ not ui> Auiciluun. Hot, aiuryo and Burritt ara hrolhcru of Danca antt "J'hompjion ia tha hrothor of Aincricana i nnd, Lurfily, ona orother 
liaaf-hc rifjht to iu'Ip another, meet ihoy, whcto thoy may, in ibu wiJo world. 

Dc:\y our rij^iit lodelUcr the niiiliono of bur countrymen, who arc crn.ihcd In itio Iron foldi'of clnvtry I Why, if wherever a noml- 
nr.l chricilanlty pnivails (.and tho prjvailintrchriatlanity of no nnilon In more ihiin nominal,) thcro woroA real chrlsnInhUy, liion woukl 
I', bo ucknoi,vIcil[;cd,'overi.i; Chrinlondom, ihiii, to broal: iip thu nest of pirate;) In our aouihorn Siatcu, and lo brL>aI; up ovety Other neat 
-of pirates, in tho flrut woil. of Uliriatiunlly, una a work to which no fjmtonor National boundarloa chouhl bg oufTtitcd to prcWnt any Itu,- 
■[icdinienta. - ^ '■ ' ■ 

'\VdprC3umo'/iot, i'ellow citizens, to pregcribo wyint'you Hlinil do'for th'o oycrliiroiv of. American filavery! It la for yun to determine, 
H3 yon arc able to do wisely, by wlia( nieann yoii 'fihnll imderlalj'i lb coinpaai thiu obiccl., Hni, wo cimnot clocj ibl-i AddrcES, without 
reminding ybiij that, In yain will bo all yo.ur e[ron9 to thin end,' whllnt you aro identified wjih Atlcrlcan, tellglon or Ainetica(j poliilca. 
'Th'eso aro tlio^rcat projia of American clovery. 'America boaotu of her repiibtlcnnloin undnlso of her rellj'lon. Hut, thero Ja not, !n iho 
^vido'^vprid anoihcr'DUcn compound of hypocr'iay, nieannei;.'', 'and ciacHy, aa lu to ho Geeji in hecrepublic-aiiiRni, nnd, bIbo, in bar rcli-ilon. 
IrVoincun by American religion, that rcfiglon, w^idcKoiir National, ccclcnInBllcanitirllcahnvo, go I itn up for thopuri)030of accomniodallni; 
'tho'tnen-thfevca of iho South 'nnd their, guiltier pattnrra In tho North— tha( rclwion; .which, only \ho other d.iy, ehut out men from ah 
Eplaeopal Convcntionfor iiooihcr lennbn than tho color of theii; Bkln'a — (Hat rcliflon, whim cunning, colculaUng miiihitero from ono 
end of your (3tato-to tho othor— from tho t^jiencem of Urooklyn to iho Lords of ilufjiilo— aro preaching oljcdicncd to thp law, which callii 
on yon to iiinic your fellow men into tho Hcil of plavery. Wo mean by .American pollllca lhat trdxtnrOi Ayblch' pur Kntlonal political 
iwriica liavo'aVhfullytidaptcd lo the pdatca of Iho dfcalerH iiVliuman floalt nl tho South", and to tho palateaof tho'dcalera in Southern 
cotton at iho North, nnd lo tho palnca of oflicu-Beokare, boih'Noith and South. Wo mean by American politics iho Whl^j and, Demo- 
cratic politico, which enacted lhat law, under tho terrors of which ','lho^orof tho oorth hido ihi niselvea together", or ily nirtlgiited to 
iho wilds and anowa cf Canada; nnd under iho power of which parenio, children, huobonda, wivca, aro dnniyed down into tho maicli^ 
lei'sliortorp'of slavory. .Wo niciin by AmCricnn politfcB Iho poliilc5,-VbJch crowd ilio nambcrlcsa " Union .BIcotiogo"'of tho Norill v/Iili 
Whi-i end Democmiio Iroitoro 10 1-'rcrda'tn and to God. , Wc mean by American poIllicB:Iho politicn, which have, do recently nnd no 
butidcnly, led Iho Whig njad Democratic parties, both In ond out of Congrcfl.i, to adopt the hn!jn-policy..lnrteiird to slavery. 'Muny of 
their Nowepapcrs havo, cronow, uttered Dravaivordgngainatelavary;— but ovon thcso haVc iit:aTly all found tficmsclvea obliged lo conio 
inlo this hueh-pDhcy. , , ,. , 1 : , ■ ■ '■, - 

■Wo scarcely need odd, lliat tho biuo, Tiiljipanl, murtlcroun'creahitcs, which we havo declared Arricrlcan politlc'a ' nnd American reli'- 
rIdH trt 1)0, must, nccesaarily, so long iIb blavbry lo tho nillhg Interest of tho Nulion, b6' tho poliUci' end' the rciigloa— tho ono of our Na- 
tional polliltJo! puriie9,and llio oihcr'of oUrNntloniilcecleoiaBtlcilI patties, t'or, It la manlfoal, that the Southj no, long ob oho la under 
Iho GWuy orelavory, will como'itifo irn pat'y — will abide In do paily,' wheihcr In Church or State — thai docs not ctinfarni to tho de- 
mands of Bluvery. Whatever, ihcn.yonfhQlI, or shall not, undorlako to do for tho overthrow of AnicKcan sluvory, U UobviouB, as wo 
havo vidually Bnid boforc,"thtit youoan'donothingiifiiictiial lo thl9(fnd,'only1nrofarf iikydii;nrc'cttricotcd frontthcmeijhcB of National 
" patlinSj both 'polJtlcQl nnd CLclcalaatlcal.' To boiann/Buch parlies la to bo, whetlior yoaknowlt or not. and whathcr yoa will It or nor, 
on.lhorido OLslavcry. ■, ; -i , ■ ; < • 1 : ■ ' 1, , 1 . . _ . 

:Wb tato plensiiro In ndmitiing, tliot thcro nro' many pcrflony ifi tho Whlgniid DotAocratic 'parties,' who t;hc'rlDh,a aincc'TO dcairc for 
■ihonboUtlort of ola,vory, antl vfliQ-makuriloro or leas bfiori'lfil^in end. ' But; It'ia m'anjftpti tharth'auntialavecy Influence of such dcfllro 
nnd cfibr* )a in rioihtnt;', cprnparcd ^Vi|h tho'^roalavcry iHflhcncc/.which they exert' In BuaJainlng'a mighty pojoiavery party. Gjirely, 
•surely,' LT ari liidlvldu:!! wosfld raalftliilh' hii pil*or ht'ijny 'liolnl,'noiaiiiitno: join and euglalQ apartyi'wluch'13 ciortlng a counter power 
■aiiliafpolni; ■ ' .' , '" ' '■ '' ''- ■ 'q „' ■ ,.' '. 

- to, tiio, do.vi-o'tnitii plcilaurb I'ti jwlnilltln't', tilat ihero ijf^.mpby jioraonfl, in.tjio WhIg!o'nd Dethocralic, parll<v}, wffo pticrlsh, n. slnccrb 
dcalrofor lhoi;tficnlot nullification 6fihti ,CtiBUlvo elaVo law, and wlipmajto more or leaa eiibrlitb ihia, pad. ",B\it preeminently. abonrd 
ia thoIdeOj-ttiac they uio In cITodt, iis wcli as m'doBlto ttfidcfrort. ogaihat'thls'Invr. j'Fc-r, notdhly lhat Iheao' pariics.afc dcspo- 

ratdy prOBlDVury, nn(l,froin tho fact oftUcir bcipg National parlies, necessariiy .prbalftveryy.buti,t i^alao true,, that ^hia law hijpbceomo 
■thttcreai tJoridbrniVTotila'thocftrioofeat'h of thoso patlic^ nnd 'thtiC^li'b? them is (c. bo kojitfrbni dlMolutlop,. only BdldnrnW .thln 
law IB vlnraponliid tttul eafarcw). ' If holh'CTij 'w'btJiidbonsa toA^aMy, which la Hdd'.ltj£;cthci;ty/*horoutlntiinico,arid cement of lUla ^r^• - 
tanldlawVmey fc(ibefieatlrib6IIeylnt*ithnVth(iTOtght"ot *l6-'iAlIt:fc^^ ifto'laj?-, K^'R npreftHefcs'^ rboliah in enieriaiplD/r W^-^/'*'^ 

T<a(:h'a.bon<A- -Tho 'Whig nhd Democratic "jmrUMnilido 'lhb'ldW Dtfifibijr^tlc ;iaf (lca_ aphold <lio;I«w;-,,,Tho.WW2 Iind ' 

- - .. noltif hnlnfT Krftlrnn iin. (^nnltniin ♦'n'lirtllriW 'ifiWHtir'' •Wtittilnn- ' tfiph:- -TH-mWrrr nlnln'Thiin 'ibnt thn 'firnt 



tanld IswVmoy bi; bfineat lit b^lIey] 

"BQCh'UbOnW!;-'* Tho 'Whig ahd'DeiViuciuuc jiarmii luimw inumn, - jiiu II my uiiu fi-uiui-niin. ^inta uuuum iiiu imr, ,*inj,iifua (luu 

Democratic partloe mUBt, on penalty of boing broken up, coniinuo t'b'uplidld tho'lliw-.'' 'Notnlhg-.' thebrlflTn'brcpIiiia ihan'ihat tho fire: 
Korifof Mm; who lB iQTono of thbfcti. parlies, ^and who wotilil eontiiboto' w put an and. lo "thlb daw, •■li'to break out of hlB^nfty ■ohd to 



0 toVotofcT'WTi^61dQi^'nndforthamakQiri,imct<idhhdct&Tiq<l ]tcciMrs,'OfBlavt>^At6h]ii^iiild-i:taV0-lM>ldiji^laws; > Do whacclsb 
.ha.wlU.-.bftiiv'i^tii ii«>im!*,[fo'*'t&J4«Wi -iUiiiUlta doKi thiff/boia wbohold rMpimfliblo'fbMlm wiitdarouH law, Inaicad-bf being fel- 
,'lOwfahIpFtfd hy-tooib.'datciir aod-oUbctivt) oiuanle^-' HU&st-wnrk t^tiU o'nhvtiipoUtabiH), lUBltibd'of -brihgln^ othi}rti''tt> ittlebttitlab 
Bnd. for un to (flbU,'tliet^o cdn'iaapaaijoourcitzBtviiDii'^tidby'QtirBld^ trhUom bbvin^ dDna'Utls'flrBt Woik, Ufor'ufi I0'i!li0ijpco,'and 
--dixgi!£(;fr,:jiiid.<»iidemn«itv{nsi^'onrpodt}do^'^ '.'- . - '-' \ "„ \ : ''.'".ll ''. ,' . ''' '' ' ■: [ 

Thli N?t!on 1b poriBhtnff, bocnuBd ofiiB Notional parties! and whoovof''w)nlS contriWKj'tb' ■^avoltmnBt Btantf'droof frora thom; 
Tho mo8t rotiaonablo hope, that tho Frco Soli patty, which waa'crcanlzed in ihia Stale, iwoor thrco years ogo, would prove useful, 
' -Wats sroundcd In tho fact, that It woa not a National party. Andttmlglit, poasibly. hftVfi proved uooful In aomo respects, had It con- 
linuca la be a Northern party. But, (ho loaves and flstics ate to bo found In Natlimal parties; and as It waa these, more than Iho sue* 
cesB of tho antlslavcry cauae, that tho mujori ty of its loaders were after, It la no mytlery, ihjit tlila parly has. with hooonblo ciccpiionB 
among Itamflmberfl, Identified Itoolfwith a National parly. Frco Sollpartlea ■weroorBanltcd, about that limo. In so\-cral other Stntcfl. 
Bufllillo or nocood will bonm from thorn, nolwIthBUindlng, that many nobl9 men oro in them. These parties refuse to bo concerned 
for the throo millions of slaves In the States: — and, In respect to fogltlvo shivcfl^ the highest cronnd, which cyeu their Mr. Glddlnga 
takes. In his lato Prco Soil Speech, Is, that, whlist thoy will not hinder Iho fiond.work of repluaglng ihom Into slavery, ihcy will not 
helplt. It Is, novQrthden), by miunsof such partl08,tnat thesa good men oxpoct to accomplEsh good. Abe, when will oven good men 
■rivoDp tholr athpiatio contrivaoccs for doing good 1 Why rfioold ihcyhopofor ouccciisln a policy, which la counter to tho Dlvino pol- 
icy 1 ,Ood'n iji the positivo and glorious policy of doing good. Theirs la the negatlyo and mlBombio policy of doing no homi. Ho dc- 
nouncoa not hini onlyj who nnkoe tho poor cry, but him also, who " Dtoppcib hia cara nt tbo cry of tho poor"*. Ho denounces not hltn 
f only, who.diawsbls foUawmcnuotodoaih, but hlmolao whO| "foibcani to deliver thorn, that nro drawn unto death". The Frco Soil 
parties flatter tl^selves, thrt Ood donouocca but Iho alavo-holder. No less, howeivor, docs Ho denounce thorn, who Boflcr tho alavo to 
bo held. Tho Froo Soli parties Sailer thctnselvos, that God denounces but tho Btavc^oatchcr, But, no leas ccrtnln and fbaiful arc Hta 
denunciations acaiast ihcm, who BcSor ibe s'jivo to bo caught. 

ThooxcuBoof thcaoFrco Soilpartlcd, for kccpiag thcmselvca wllhln thia circio orpegatlonn, Is that the Federal ConBlItatlonkccpB 
them thorn. ITpl^ppyreadlngofihoConaiitution Is ihelral Bui, what If the ConsilwitTon Is, as thoy rewl Itl What, in that eoso, 
have they to do, 'but to break away from It, osihoy should froraovery "covenant with, death and ngrccracnt with Holl"l Nono of ua 
aro abaoTutiBy traondto bo Cono'Jtutlonaiista:. But allof ua aro absolutely bound to b^ncn. If wa cannot be Censtllutlonaliels, and 
, yti bo raoaj then wo cannot bo ConBtitutlonallote., If wo cannot follow th") Conctltntlon without forcalclni; onr manhood, then wo 
cannot follow thoOonailmtlon. If to claim, that God'haamado ua kccpcrn of oil our brothora—ot our brotiior, who la pining In elavcry, 
and of our brother, ^'holB.cacapIng from It— la to dlaoboy tho Coaolltution, ihen wo mcstdlBcboy II. 

Happy, thxlco liappy, would It i^, were iho good men of tho land to conBtltuto a political parly, which Bhould bo Intent on Tcallzlnf: 
tho Idea ofn rIghteouB Civil Government — a Govercmcnt, which wonid Bjinpaibize with tho obive, and tho landless, nnd protect its 
BubjcclB from ihocureeof war, and iho cureo oftho tmfSc In InloxIcaMnc drlnko. "How soon such a patiy "vould rid tho country of 
oiavcry, and lend-monopoly, and rum-MlWng, and aavo tho eatnlcgoof llalaborera from being wasted on war and tho prcparattonn for 
- war I Bqi, bo UIb, thai tlto good men of tho land do, with few oxcepljons, belong to tlio National political patties— and tficcc aru pio- 
_ clavcry, land-moctopoly, wur, and tam>aolling parties I Wfioi infatuation In euch mca to belong to eucU parties I Antl what Infal(]a< 
lion wctila it bo In 'is tohc^o for tho advancement of our country in tho cnuco of truth nnd virtue and religion, whiliit (ho great maca 



-of her good men are found In sucK wicked &nd pornicioui aoaniKloaai Make up jrour minds, fullaw cliluns. lliat your country muet 

* porikb, unlCH thra good men In Ithaslen to quit (tu NstlonDl, and, becauu NotionsI, proali voiy patties. Wo oog you not to mlatfadrr- 
Htand ui, at ihla point. We do not hold, that Civil Oovornineni, bowover perfect in lia thoory, or in its adminlatratlon, la the oource 
ofNlvation.' Religion alona haa thta honor;— «nd Civil Government li hut hor Bervant, Uho wiU, however, uaderuik« no contradlc- 
tiona. B\ia will not seelc to aavo the world by niuma nnd a{[eudei hoitlte to ilo ealvatlon. Shu wlU not employ to this end war, tn- 
■iMd of peace) drankennesa, Inaiead of temperenco ; lIceDtlousnesa, iuiicad of purity! nor unrighteous Civil Goremmcnt, umighicoua 
civil rukra, and onrlghtoooa political parties, Inatead of ihuir oppoaltea. 

Our last words nre to the colored people of the Stato of Now>Yorlt : and, la apealdng to them, we K>eBlc to th« ftolored people of all ' 
the Northern States also. Brethren ! vve need your help lo overthrow the bloody and saiantc aysiem of American slavery. Wtt cannot 

' dispense irllh it. Hnch leu can wc aflbrd to have yoa an obatacle In our way. So it Is, however, that you have, hitherto, been such 
nnDbfiaclo. 'Ilia CoIoidsaUon Society, which yoa hate wltti a great, but not too great, hatred, proposes to removoyou to AlVlca. 
Vonr npir la lUt proposal is, that yoa muat remain here to sympathize with your enslaved brethren, and help deliver them. 'Pardon 
lis for fayttig, that you wholly triUtftice the eflectofyour presencfi. Were tou removed from the land, the worK of delivering the slavo 

'woald not be half «« difficult, aslt now Is. Yoa are the mlll-stoDa around his oeclc. It Is true, that^-were your conduct and character 
what tbey •hould bo, tbeeflbci of yourpresence would be moot favorable to tbo slave. Indeed, ho could not, in that case, remain a 
olave. 

What Ib most noedrol for the delivenuico of the enslaved Is, that their oppressors shall see them to be men. If they shall see tbew. 
whom they abuse and tnmple under foot, to be men— Hesven-eodowed, Immortal men — ibo sight will render them morally incapable of 
continalog their guilty relation. They will fly back from that relation, horror-struck at the revelation of its enormities. Bui, how, by 
ony other msuis, coiud they be brought so onectually to see the manhood and dignity of their alaves, as in the tight of your conduct 
Rnd character, were but that conduct and character what they should be, for scli-dcnial, purity, beauty, and elevailoQ^ Nothing Is 
more tmo than that that part of tho race, which is out of slavcrrt reilscts the advantage, or, disadvantage, of its character~cf its excel- 
lence or debasement — upon that part of the race, which Is still in slavery. An Instance of this truth lain the slaveholdors' habit of ju»- 
tifyliu their enslavement ofyour orcthren by the standing and plausible, and greatly influcnlial, pies of your degmdation— of your unfit- 
ness for freedom. 

You admit your degradation : — but you seek to cxciiso It on tho ground, that It Is forced— that It Is involuntary. An involuntary 
dcgradailon I We are naif disposed to deny its possibility t and to treat the language as s solecism. At any rate, we foel comparatively 
no concern for what of your degradation cornea from thtt hands ofothera. It Is your tclf-d^gradation, which fills us with sorrow — sor- 
row for vourselves, and still more for the millions, whoso &to turns so largely on your bearing. Wo know, arid it grlevos us to know, 
that'Wmto men tiro your murdcren. But, our far deeper grief is, that you are aulcldes. 

Would to Qod, brethren, that you were inspired with eelf-respoct ! Then ^ould othcra bo Inspired with respect for you :— and. then, 
would tho days of American slsveiy be numbered. We entreat you to rise up, and to quit younefves like r.ien, in all your political, and 
<*ccle3l9»tlcal, and eoclal, rolatlona. As Instances ofyour lack of self>respect— many of you consent to wotshlp In Churches, which bsvo 
the negro-pew t and msnyofyou arein connexion with proalavery ecclealastlcal bodies, and have Churcb-fellowsbip with those, who 
buy and sui vour brethren, and who, of course, have no moral principle against buying and eelliiui; you ; and many of you belong to tho 
Hume political parties with the slavoholderB, and the upholdere of slavery, and the uphoUen of the " Fugitive slave law" j and, so en- 
tirely prostrate Is your self-respoct, that you go to the polls, and vote for meti, who refuse to eat with you — (o sit by your side In tho 
House of Worship — or lot their children sit by tho side of yours In the Scnool, and who woula kick you out of their parlors, were you in 
jireaume to enter tbrim. Say we not truly, brethren, that youore the heaviest burden, which the sntlaiavery cause b&« to carry! in- 
deed, comparod with this, aU Its other burdens are light. 

Perhaps, it will be said, In excuse for your abjoctncsa sod self-coot«inpl, that, bo long as you are clustered in cities snd viUagcs, and 
confined to servile employments, your spirit mitst, necessarily, be servile, your votes at the diapogsl of your employem, and your reli- 
(rlon whatever Is most convonlenL Why, then, do you not scatter yourselves over ttie coimtry in the capacity of independent and up- 
T.ght fiirmera and mechanics? 

■AU tndy good men do,of course, srmpathlxowltfa you. Yon are oppressed— deeply, cruelly, wlcked>y, oppressed; — and that is rea- 
son enough, why they should ■ympalhlze with you. Nevertheless, great lajustlce is dona to Daniel Webster, Lewis Csas, and other?, 
when ibey.Bro taxed with laeonslatency for passing over yon, and giving their sympathies to tbo Hungarians. Daniel Webster and 
Lewis Caaa and the lilceboloBg to tho vulgar herd of men:— and when has that vulgar herd been Icnown to syoipathlu with a poonle, 
Himply because they were oppressed? Never! never! There must be heart, where there Is such sympathy. Bat oJl men. including 
even such selfish and prostituted persons, as Daniel Welisier and Lewis Cass, are capable of syrapiihlzing with thehnve, self-donyinp, 
and heroic endeavors, which, here and there, the oppressed put forth to throw off their opptesslons. Hence, tho interest of Daniel Weo- 
atT, Lewis Cass, ana the like, In tho Hungarians, whilst, at the same time, they forgot others, who are more heavily oppressed, but 
who, neveitboless, instead of aroasing themselves, like tho Hungarians, to put an end to their oppressions, have sunk down tamely, and 
«ervildy, and helpleuly, under them. 

Lot the colored people of tho North display bravery, and self-sacrifice, and heroism, !n their own behalf, and In behalf of their 
brethren In bonds: — let tiiem bo seen " In every city to gather themselves together and to stand for their life", as did the hondfui of 
oppressed Jews in ihorelgn of King Abasuerus; ond let them be seen resolved to perish rather than return to slavery; or let them be 
neea sternly tefudng to consume the products, which are heavy with the groans and wet with tho sweat, and tcare, and blood, of tho 
slave; or let them iMsecnaa stomly refusing to worship with the devll-woishlppers, who build negro-pows i eras sternly refusing logu 
into political parties, In which slavoholdera loel at home, and to vote for their oppressors, traducen, and desplsen i— let such chlags, wo 
say, be seen In the colored people of the North, and it requires no spirit of prophecy to foretell, that such things will have power to en* 
list' the sympathies, and extort the praise imd adtrdratloQ of all men. Even Daniel Webster and Lewis Cass, now negro-murderers, will 
then be negro-edinlrers. Then Daniel S. Dickinson, exchanging for a genuine reverence the spirit in him, wh|ch ft* doems to bo a rev- 
erent, but which is only a spaniel end servile spirit, will desire lo bo carried tack to Old Virginia, no longer for the purpose of kissing 
the feet of her slaveholtung patiiarcha, but for the parpoeo of honoring hot black men. And, then, oven the slaveholders, ihrotrlng away 
their whips and brandlng-uons, will join the aboUtfonlsts. 

Brethren, we are not unmindful, that, In speaking to you, and of you, aa wo have done, wo have spoken plainly and freely. But, 
we have spoken honestly and truly. We admit, and we take pleasure In admitting, that what we have spoken does not apply to you 
, all. There are aiiioiisyoum?n, who woddsooner laydovmtbelr livoa than jdhi a broslavery Chiirch, or a proalavory poIltKsal party. 
Theso are mtn of sell-respect and eelf-denlal— men oi the beroio and the martyr-spint. Hay God muitiply such, and make thinn an ef- 
fectual leaven In the moss of their sorvllo and self-degraded breitueiL 

Id conclu^n, wo disclaim the Idea, that your character has snfierod more from your un&Tonble circumstances than tho chanc- 
ier of white men wotdd have snflered from the tike circumstance*. Had wlilte men been imder as protracted and sOTore a process of 
debasement, as yoa liave boon, ihero would, doabtleas, bo qnlloasmnch tolsinent In tttalr condition and diaiacter, as there Is hi yours. 
But, let it not soothe and content yoa to know, tlut you aiSet from your whlu brethren, not in your origin and nattne, Imt only in 
your elrcumstaii«m t and that .to yanr clreumstancea, and not to your origin and nacure, U yoiur lack of dignity and setf-^atoem attribu- 
table. Peel, deeply feel, that you have fcllen i— and that, whatever the causes or explanatioOa of your Uu, yoa win ilae. Feel, tteeply 
feel, -that, coet what It may, yon wlU be what you aboold be. 



SPEECH OF eiBRIT SMITH, 

Made in the National Liberty Party Convention at Buffalo, September 17th, 1851, 

■when the following Resolutions wero under discussion : 

1. Resolved, That righteous civil govftrnmont is an indisponsahlo ogonoy for Messing and saving tho world ; 
and that ovory political party which does not identify itaolf, openly and heartily, with Buoh government, ia un- 
worthy of oonfidonco and support, 

2. Resolved, That righteous civil governmcL*. is impartial towards all its Huhjecta, and rodroasos all the 
wrongs within its reach ; and that, honco, it diGOwns tho policy of removing one evil and neglecting another, and 
of doing justice to one portion of its anhjoots and leaving another to groau uiidor injuntice; and that, 
more emphatically, it diaowns tho policy of removing ono evil by means which confirni and porpotuato other 
evils, and of benefitting ono class of ita subjeota at tho exponso of saorifioiDg another. 



"We all boliovo in Christianity : and wo all believe, that she only can reform, and aavo, and bless this 
sin-erazod and sin-ruined world. But ohriatianity though ehe is, sho, nevortheleaa, cannot work without 
toolE. Christianity thoagh she is, she, nevortholess, conatitutos no eieoptiou to tho univoraal law, that, 
wherever there ia work to be done, thoro muat bo tools to do it with. Moreover, in her case, aa in every 
other case, the toola must bo adapted to tho work. If we could bo warranted in supposing it posaiblo for 
Christianity to use wrong tools, we should bo warranted in aaying, that, in uaing thcra, aho would do more 
harm than good. 

Even chriatianity cannot accompliah impoas'bilities. She cannot mato progreaa by impeding her i)ro- 
grcsa. What, however, impcdea her progress so much, aa unrighteous civil government? — unrighteous civil 
government, which, by means of tho oppresaionB, that it tolerates, and the opprcsaiona, that it priw^ticcs, dwarfs 
tho intellect, and etupefica and ahrivola tho bouI, of tho wronged and robbed and crushed maseca ; and which 
nourishes in tho privileged closses tho apirit of casto and the whole group of solfiah and haughty affections ? — 
and which, thua, unfita all, both the high and tho low — tho high, bccautiu of thoir prido, and tho low, because 
of their abjeotness — for receiving Christianity? It is a mietako, that chriatianity ;a adapted to all classes and 
conditions; and that she can prosper among slaves and among slaveholders. SLo can proapor among neither. 
It in true, that, among both, she may, horo and there, make a convert. But we repeat, that aho can prosper 
among neither. Her homo and tho thoatro of her triumphs aro among neither tho rich nor the poor, tho 
oppressors ncr tho opproaacd. Tho oircumBtances preferred by Agar, equally removed, as they arc, from tho 
pride of wealth on tho ono hand, and from the abject dependcuoe of poverty on tha other — these nro tho cit- 
cumatanecs, in which ohriatianity has "free courso and is glorifiod." But it ia tho very opposite of theao 
oiroumatanoaa, ■which tho unjust and spurious civil governments of tho earth produce. Such goTornmouta* 
make too rich liehor, and the poor poorur; tho high higher, and tho low lower. Bless a nation, however, 
witU a righteouB government — with a gyyernment, which will maintain impartially all rights for all ; and its 
happy aubjeots will, in general, be the equals of each other in wealth, and irtellect, and education, and 
goodness. 

Wo aaia, that Christianity must have suitablo toolfl to work with. Poor tool, however, muat unjust and 
spurious oivil govcrumont bo for her hands and hor work I Nevortholcen, that tool, poor aa it is, ia commended 
by tho great ma&3 of her profee^ed diaciplea; — for they do themHelvca uso it, and they ateadfastly refuse to 
dieeard it, and to us:) rightcoun civil government in ita stead. 

I take the position, that thin Vr'ill never ho r. blesi- and Kavcd world, until chrlatiaua ahall make uoo of 
righteous civil govcrnmcut. It ia not enongh, that fhwy ahall refrain from upholding unrigiitaoua civil gov- 
ernment. Thoy muet uphold righfeous civil government. Mr. Garrison and hia party do well in refusing 
to voto I'or unjust men. But they ".vill not have dono thoir v/holo duty, until thoy shall have added to this 
negative merit tho i;n;,itive iiicrif. -yl voting- far juiit men. 3I:my, bocaiTso ci tho corruptions of civil govern- 
ment, whon in iho u-iaJ ol tiin/orthy .idminiytrritorr, ha7c re::olvciI to abandon civil '^ovcruiut-nt altogether. 
But thia ie aa ;--l..iirc, to rc_olvo to have natUing vo do with -ipplc-.^, bccaufio bomo applos Dro rottcu ; nolhiiig 
to do with not^'3 ."ad IjiU-, bcc:i".<jc licrao uotiM sr.d hiJlj avo couutcrleit. 

I do not f'ivyof, ..L-i. T'lr Gc-.ri'ifon and hi'j pr.rly juritify non-voting on tht; ground; thaf) the rcdcnl 

CoiiE'titution \ ' ' i L'ui. rr;:y, h.-<!" th>: Oonatitutioii, v/hctlici- predelivery, as they 

thiiik il, oral.'" ^. /sv.i' ■' >'i,'a\'ii!) liio ii;^hl/ i.o vote? Tiio OuuKtitLitior. docs uot ctL-aty tho 
riglit. J t iii a - — - '<■ - .rl-ic^ r.ll liUiiuTi r.uthority. It irue, that thcro may be human 
lav/a to reguir,'. J l'.^^ "u. r- ■.I'A'.^ ] Liit ibc ri^/uHt ;cif :;i di;rivcd from a Po-..-cr infinitely above human 
laws. If our .,. to c'nO'.^j C'v'd rulor,-i, it ui our ])rivH!;ge, oar right, our duty, to aa.4cmblo 

and :'::i-t;.:ir:.L ■ , " - 1 . ■ :.! : Gi.itut'.-J and eouHiirutioDH are bad, us v/hou they art! 

goci." isit-i.- L.," ., _ - ..-■e i.,'cilr' J J'j -!iko .-.n or.th of oSce, iu 'Ihc takiii.'^ which they irujt 
diflioncr :-ud ] ,\ ' '.zriy ^ \ Hug T."o ^rill .sco f.o it, th:>t tho mi^-^, i'c-r v.hcm vre _vo(e. 

mcH; v/lio, T>-_.r ■ _ . j ,1, ;-urjji.- l ^cu nii 0.:: ' 



; and ivho, clao, Daniel O'Coauuil like, will, novor- 



the!:: 

1 ■-.-■M, " ' ■ r.: i ic civ-' ■■'•7C:-j\,- ;-it-— uot crion'^li io h".YO nothing to 

do •, i Ji '-lyi' ■. '^o".!, c - -hr'.. • h'.Ai tz Civil -.-rrnmcnt must 

"ito it,,,.l, i ■ •] I'- -': Kir .^il ii . u~!t''j)!/ ? purpo^c'^ and 

for ii.'i.'; cl'.L- ; -' 2.i,';;c ^- rj:'-'-io • v\ 'lO'An^ ' -.. ■•s v.r-ao, wt 



1 soid that covcrnmont must bo nacd. Lot not tliia remark occasion niiBapproliensionB of ray views of 
the oroviQM of CTVcrnmoDt. I claim not for it a wide province I claim not, tbat it shall bmid roada and 
canals for the nooplo, or promote tlieir BohoolB and ohurchea. I claim for it, id a word, nothing else than 
the right to protect its BubjeetH— and not even this, except wherein thoy cannot protect themaclvefl. 

What a monster of iniqaity is civil government in its preaont perverted and spurioua character I— and 
what an inaurmonntablo obstaolo in tho way of christianiiing and bleflsing the world I I call it insurmountable, 
not bccauBc it cannot bo removed— for there ifl no obatocloin the way of ohristianity, which ahe cannot remove. 
But I call it insurmountable, bocauBO it muat bo removed, ere she can prevail, lha actual governmont, of 
whioh I have been speaking, deserves not the name of civil governmont. It is a conspiracy rather. The world 
over a conspiracy against human rights hoa usurped the name, and installed itaclf in tho place, of oivil govern- 
ment:— and, alas, that christians, the world over, should bo OQuntonanoing and siifltainingBuch a conspiracy I 

Wo will glancoatafowof tho wrongs and outrages pnetiscd by thia lying counterfeit of civil govern- 
ment. 

Ist. It divides the people into olasBcs — exalting some, and depressing otberd. In our own country, it 
gdca so far in oppression and deviliam, as to hold milfions in slavery. 

2d. It protects tho fpw in plundering the many of the eoil-and, this too, notwithstanding tho right to 
the soil is as natural, univerBal, and equal, as the right to the light and tho air. In' some oountnea, as, for in- 
stance, in our own, governmont ia itaelf the great land-monopolist, and withholds from, or sella to, tho peoplo 
what is tho people's own. I would here add, that, so long as land-monopoly prevails, tho maaaea will, becauso 
robbed of their land, be poor ; and so. poor, tbat " poverty's anconquerable bar" will be intcrpoBcd between them' 
and tho intelligonoo, comfort, and happiness, which aro their due, ond without which Ufo itself ia no blessing. 

3d. Notwithstanding the right to buy and sell freely is a great and absolute right, governmont does, nev- 
ertheless, by moans of its unnatural tariffs, invado and annihilato it. 

4th. Government permits men to traffic in intoiicatiog drinks, and, thus, to manufacture paupers and 

madmen piupers, who nurdcn, beyond endurance, the industry of tho sober, and madmen innumorahlo. who 

revel in barninga and murders. 

iith. By means ofita wora, ita standing armies and navies, and itafortlficatlana, governmont impoverishes, 
and demoralizes, and wastes ita sabjects. 

6th. Government compolii one generation to pay tho debts of another, and fastens upon the innocent men 
of tho present day the mountain debts, which were wickedly contracted by their aneeators, centuries ago. 

I need not mnUiply my oocusationa against tho spurious civil government, which afflicts every nation. 
Those, I have, now, brought against it, suffice to show, tnat such gos ernmont is the heaviest curse, under which 
earth groans. 

Now, what must bo the effect of suoh governmont on the mass of its subjects hut to make them ignorant 
and base and wretched? — what leas, in a word, than to make tho clovating and chriatianizing of them imposaiblc, 
so long as such governmont la allowed its sway over them t 

And, yet, the groat mass of ehriatians uphold suoh government I And oven they, who havo tho oaro and 
control of missionary undertakings, uphold it ! How ahaurd, that tho advocates of suoh governmont should be 
enguf^ed in sending forth missionaries to cvangelizo tho heathen I The very thing most needed to get tho hea- 
then into oiroura stances, in whioh thoy can bo reached by tho truth, is tho subvorsion nf their opprcaaivo civil 
governments. But If tho misaionaries aro liko thoso, who Bond them (, and this is to be taken for granted,) thoy 
will rather Bympathize with these governmentB than seek to subvert them. Tho oolehrated Swartz kept him- 
self on good terms with the oppressive governnients around him. £ven when thoso governments wore at war 
with each other, thoy were at peace with this idolized missionary. What, however, oi tho fruits of bis labors 
did these witboring governments leave? Almost nothing. When ho had passed away, and another band of 
miasLonariea bad eomo to the scone of hts labors, scarce an evidence oould thoy find, that ho had ere r been 
there ; — scarce a trace of bia triumphs waa loft. 

- How great and urgent, then, ia tho world's need of righteous civil government ! — aild how amall tho pros- 
pect of speedily obtaining it ! 

To whom, hut to ehriatians and reformers, stall we look to set bp righteous civil government in the earth ? 
I say ohristians cnrf-reformers : — for, if it is Inie, that every christian is, becauao ho is a christian, a reformer ; 
it is, also, true, that there-are reformers, who aro not christians. To whom, 7 repeat, but to them can wo look 
to establish righteous oivil governmont ? Nevertheless, until thoy aro freed from their false education on this 
Bubjoot, wo shall look to thom in vain. 

Ohristians aro educated to draw a lino between religion and politics, and to regard religion as one thing, 
and politics as another. They are educated to look upon the oivil governmont as a thing distinct and diflbrcnt 
from tho Divine government, instead of being but a department of that government — and a department too, in 
whioh there is required to bo as fall and pnro and influential and decisive an exhibition of truth, justice, mercy, 
as in any other department of the Divine government. "Bonder unto Caiflar tho things, which are Casar's, 
and unto God tho thinga, which arc God's", means with tho great majority of christians, that civil governmont 
is entitled to some things, to which God is not entitled ; and that it may not only lack identity with the Divino 
governpiont in it^ aims and intorosto, but mai^, at some points, be actually and diamotriciUly opposed to it. 
Urgo the duty of making oivil governmont religious and holy, and tho groat mass of ohristians wilf pronounce 
yov foolish, fauatioal, mad. " Biblo politica" is, in their eyes, a solocism, a self-contradiction, an absurdity. No 
cxcrciso draws ont their contempt and hatred more promptly and fully than " preaching polities". Ton may 
as woU talk thom of tho duty of making brothels pious, and of sanctifying dram-shops and gambling houses, 
SB of tho duty of bringing civil governmont nndor tho control of religion. They do not believe, that God re- 
quires civil govojumflnt to bo holy. Thoy do, it is tme, admit the role : " Whether, therefore, ye oat or drink, 
or whatsoever yo do, do all to tho glory of God^' : — but they believe, that civil govemment constitutes an ex- 
ception to this rule, and is exempt &om its obligation. In short, they do not beueve, that holinesa is bcooming 
to civil goyemmont. They admit, that " holiness unto tho Lord" should bo inscribed npoa pots and horso- 
bcUs. Bat such an inscription upon oivil government I — oh, it would bo the most ont-of-the-way-thing, in their 
oycsl It would be to "castpearjaboforo swine". It would be, a "jewel of gold in aawine's snout".- It would 
M carrying relii^on into tho Devil's own provinoe. And, yet, thoso very christians, who consign civil govern- 
ment to tho Dovil, identify thomsclvcs with just such civil governmont, as they consign to tho DeyU ; vote for 
ita oppressive and profligato adminiatr^tors ; and wallow in its corruptions t 

We referred to tho false education of reformers, a.^ well as of christians, in regard to oivil government. 
K -J^a^ainery re&fmcrs, TempennLoe rimers, Land reformen, and other reformers ask for reformationB at 



tho hands of government. But they do not ask for righteous govcrnmont. Nav, they do not wish govornineni 
to bo rightooud- They prefer, thai it ahoald continue to bo unrighteous.' Gaon class of these reformers niah- 
cs aucoesa for its own reform ; and, as to the other wronga of government, it prefers, that at least some of them 
should continue. Laud roformors, whilstcalling on government to cspouao their favorito reform, are, nover- 
tholess, willing to vote for slaveholders and rum>BeTlera. Antialavorv reformers oak governrapnt to bo anti- 
slavery ; but are willing that government should bo indifferent to the olaims of the landlesa. And Temperanoo 
reformerfl are ready to vote for land-monopoliats and elavoholdera, if they believe, that they can, thereby, pro- 
mote the OBUBO of temperance. Each class of reformers is a one idoa-oloss of reformers. Each class of reform- 
ers goes for but a fraction of truth, and turns its baek upon, or ovon arrays itself against, the remainder of 
trutli. In a word, each class of reformers is too solfiah to care for tho reforms, which other classes of reformers 
are intore»ted in ; and, I add, that it is too foolish, because of its iclflabaess, to aocompHsh tho success of oven 
its own reform. 

Such, as wo bavo now described them, are tho great mass of Christiana and reformers in their attitude to- 
ward civil government — in their views of civil govcrnmont. And even thoso of us, who deaire to ace civil 
government righteous, and to see the success of every just reform — how prono aro wo to an undue reliance ou 
numbers, and how slow are wo to identify oursolvcs with a party, whioh is weak in numbers, and strong only in 
the truth I We long for success ; and, like most men, we are, more or less, under tho delusion, that success is 
to bo found in numbers. But our success consista in doing our duty; and equally eompleto is our success, 
whether ten millions, or ten thousands, or simply ten persons ^o along with us. It is a sad speotaolo, when a 
good man's faith becomes so weak, that ho shrinks from a mmority, and construes a minority into a failure. 
Who was ever so auccesaful, as Jesus Christ? And when was He moro succeasfal than when Ho hung upon 
tho cross ? Then it was, however, when, by having done his lost duty and " finished" his work, ho had reaouod 
the highest success — then it was, that His disciples all forsook Him, and that truth was left in a minority of 
one. Strictly speaking, truth is never in a minority. God is, always, on its side ; and Ho, of Himself, consti- 
tutes a majority. For the lihe reason, all, who identify themselves with truth, aro in tho majority. 

But, I must close. In the light of tho truth, beauty, and value of righteous civil government, how de- 
fensible, needful, important is tho Liberty Partv I Tho object of this Party is to realize the just idea of civil 
government, and to secure to tho human family tho bloaaings of impartial and righteous civil covernmcnt. 
Alas, how greatly does our own nation need these blesaings I Ahis, how greatly do the other poor bleeding and 
crushed nations of the earth need them I Give to all nations righteous civil government — and Christianity, now 
so obstructed by unrighteous civil government, will, then, travel triumphant through them all. Give to all 
nations righteous civil government, and then the heart's doairo of tho land reformer will be realized, for, then, 
there willoe no landless: and, then, tho heart's desiro of the temperance reformer will be realized, for, then, 
there will be no dram-ahops : and, then, the heart's desire of the antislavery reformer will be realized, for, then, 
there will bo no slaves : and then the heart's desire of the advocate of peace will be realized, for then there will 
bo no war : and, then, tho heart's desiro of tho advocate of woman's rights will be realized, for, then, justice 
will bo done both to man and woman. Come that blessed day 1 Como quickly I 
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■f''V":"''' • ■ KOSSUTH. 

' ■ ' ■ • PitTEituor.o, May 25, 18313. 

F|li^£RICK DOUOLASS, 

Mv DUAIL PillUND, , 

J ' . . Yon oall, in your nowapapcrj for my opioioufl of KosHuth, and Uis Mia* 

B^o., Tbcro tad others, wbo also dosiro to know tliom. 

. To wrtto for the mUlion is, of itaolf, great oDcoum^omont aod Btimnlus to write : whilst to kaow, that It is only 
a,haDilful, who read what is written by ono, who tokca the unueual and offenBivo views of thingp, whioh I take, neoes- 
s^nij goes for to diaoourago auch a ono from writing, and even tc disquflUfy him for it. No person can write too 
im^,;evon if consojouH of having the wholo world for his rcadora. NcvorthclcB3, with such a coDaciouflncBa to arouso 
hui'.powera, to writes moro willingly and more ably than ho could without it Is not this truo, in tho caso of yourself, 
Goode^> ^r, QarrisoD, and others, who write for an nphilLoud unpopular causo? 

Kow, if there is not Bumething in what I havo just said, whioh ohonld esfmsc mo from roHponding to your call, 
th^^e is, at least, something in it to mitigate tho offoaeo of writicg, without duo spirit and study, tho pages, which 
ybtt request mo to write. XJnder this view of tho naso, I proceed to write them. 

. I aycapathiao neither with tho most favorable, nor with tho most unfavorable opinions Cutortainod of KoB3uth.-|— 
la Ihe esteem of many, he is tho man of men. On the other band, there are some, who boUovo him td bo weak ia 
jndgmenl | and some, who boliovo him to be destitnto of Integrity. ' 

■ ■■■X have not seen Kossuth : — but I have rcdd his Specohcs, Tho impression they havo made upon me is, that he 
is UOt only tranacondently eloquent — especially whon nis country, his deeply wronged country, is his therac — btit that 
bti fB'a Toon of eitraordiuary judgviont, Uisoernmcnt, skill, tact: aud that no is, moreover, eminently uaselfish. Kev- 
ertlwleaB, Kossuth is, in my opinion, but a patriot. 

" " ' To bo a patriot — a true, and not a sham patriot — such a patriot, as is Kossuth — a lover of one's country, iostcad . 
of A lpvoT of one's self— is, indeed, soiuethirg. Nay, it is much. Ho is at a wide remove from unminglod and mero 
aoUUhnCBSj'who, instead of being abson'ied with his individual interests, carries in his patriotic and sympathiBing bosoiii 
t^e hitoreatB of a whole nation. Still, it is not in tho patriot, that wo aro to find the summit of human oxoollanco. 

It is tho philanthropist, who is the highest stylo of man. His country is tho world. Hls countrymon nwnkind. 
And Euoh a opa loves God, us well as man. It noycr falls, that he, who loves all men, lovea thoir Maker also. 

- j But we havfl mi right to contrast tbo philanthropist with tho patriot for the purpose of dlBparaging and undcr- 
ratiDg tho patriot. Tho diffeiont quartorsof a City are suddenly and aimultanoously fired A vast amount of p 




txiaa< and endangering thoir escapol— novorthelcss, because all this is done, not for his own salco, but lor tno saKo 
of *nothoi', wo iu-o far mor« disposed to praise than blamo him. It is truo, that it j-equirca a John Howard to ticrforni 
thfSiBintcrested and sublimo part of tho former inhabitant ; and that Kossuth is to bo compared only with the latter 
ijOH^taQt. Nevortholoss, how small a proportion of men aro worthy of ovon do bonorablo a comparison 1 It true, 
tJtt'^OMUth, as ho leads poor Hungary by tbo hand, concerned alooo for her deliverance, is guiltdy forgetful of 
■ But is to not equally and beautifully forgetful of himself also ^ It is truo, that ho is so absorbed with the 
VTOngs of his own oouutry, as to forget the unspeakably deeper wrongs, which aro suffered in other countries ; and 
thftt ho IB BO anxious to terminate the wroogs of his own country, as to descend to tho policy of Ignoring and bUuking 
those deeper wrongs, and of flattering, for tho sako of gaining their favor and help, tho very authors of those deeper 
wityttfes. ifaverthelesa, when wo look at Kossuth's great and lofty object, and at tbo self sacrificing bflnevolenco with 
lAmiif lo pursues it^ we can pardon much in him, which we would not pardon, wero it tho offspring of selflflbncsa, in- 
steftJof patriotiflm. It ia true, that a philanthropist could not cdmo from Irohmd to America to ask help to overthrow 
SStt'oppreuBion, and, all this time, keep silence restoectibg tho infinitely greater American oppression. It is true, 
tut i phihittthroplst oould not go from America to avazti fpr help to put an end to American slavery, without ro- 
nHiidiDg tbo Braznians, that thoy too aro slatfcholdors. It ia true, that a philanthropist could not do aU tho things, 
lAiM Eoawth does. ' But a patfrioli can i—and when he doda, lot ns not visit unmitigated condomnation upon him. 

rememfcer, that his errors are committed for bis country's sake ; and let ufl not treat tbem as tho orrore of a 
sdttUi man, *Ko, wero aelf-erpensfr involved, Would not help tn lightett tho burdens, which crush any of his_Te«ow 
men— even his own countrymen. I admit, that Koasutfc cannot afford to bo measured by the standard of pbdatiCiropy. 
Btt^^whea measured by ins' proper standard— by tho (standard of patriotiam— what patriot is thcroj either of anOient 
or'ifcddftra'tiiiiw, who BurpaeseB.him 3 



Thp Ttotld ia, yet, to boo a phitft:vthropi,o poHticiil revolution— it rovoIuUon, which shall place ila eubjcuta ou the 
jiido'of msnahd lil>er£y. Hitherto, tho boat ^olitUal rovolutions, inntoad of transforming their nDbjoota into lovertl of 
man and lovers of libortyj have loft thorn the cutfioiD3 of both— and, ovod, ium-cBBedly hucu. Tha Amorican lluvolution 
iffiia eaceepticn to this rbmark : atidhow IjimcDtable; t,hat it 10 uot. Had that Soyolution bcon tho ofFapring of pbilan- 
thrdpy, tha wholo civiliafld world would, probably, ero this, have bcfju W9n to its bleasfiU oiauiplo. iJut, it had no 
hlghor parentage than patridtisoL: — aod Aiuerfcais, attliis Ui^y, tho mightiest of all hindoruuccH to Uio politioal re- 
demption of thofiationfl. Hutt tho AoioTican Bovolution originated,' been cf.rriod oji, aijd oontiummated, in philanthro- 
py, Awqrioa would not, now, bo preeminent in her hatred and contempt of niT.n, find in hoi- hatred ond contempt of lib- 
erty. Xhflt 9ho loves white moo, is no more evidence, that she lovcy man l ari that she lovca liberty fo,r white men b, 
50 taOT9 eyidenoe, that sho Iovcb liborty ; than beiui; li acctariau ia ovidenoo of luving chriatiaaa. Ho, alone, lovca 
Jiian,nyho Iqvob allipcn; and hp, alone, Jovea liberty, wao loves it for all nioii. Tho Blavclioider fanclea, that ho lovoa 
liberty. 3ut (lo mietalces ablf-Ipvo for the love of liberty. I)id ho love liborty, ho would lovo to oee it enjoyed by his 
fllftYfll, S'ronupuflneHB tor hie dwi^ liberty, eo far fr&m bcinR an evideuco of hiH love of lilttTty, is ehnraetoriBtio of all 
Other iyrapts, as welt 24 of bimaelf, The "liberty", whieli Kdmuud Burke aays tho alavoliolilcr ifl preorniuctitl^ attaoh- 
o4 to; deservoa not that name. True liberty ia a beautiful and holy thing, which ounuot, poauibiy, bo ;innreciUtcd by 
one, who ia " proud, jealous, stubborn, haughty" ; and as such is the slaveholder characterized by iJurko. 

That America prates much of liberty proves but her self- igno rah 0© or bytiuorisy. That sho, whilst holding mill-, 
ions in a bondage, one hour of which is worse than a: whole lifetime of Hungarifin QpproHflion, iihould pre-iumo to eend 
a abi|| fbr Koasnth, and to grprcsa irypapathy with Hangtry, proves only, that sUo.cithct; ,haiinoojMio 320 heraolCwith, 
or 'that oho" wTlinTly shuts "thorn. Agalnpa it not tho affectation of all aUcotatioos, aud the farce of all faroea, for Amer- 
ica to complain of the interference of Jluasiu with the causo of liberty in Hutigary ? " O luan, that judgoflt them, 
which do suoh things, and docst the aaino !" Hayti bad gained her iudcpeodouco. Napoleon reported to tho policy 
of fltarviog hfir into fiuhmiBsion tp hia deapotien). Ho called on America to concur in this policy ; and America was 
ehamelfeaa enough to concur in it. Congress suspended trade with Hayti. Scarcely less Bhamclcsa wat; she in iuettuct- 
ing her ropresentativea in tho Cpngress at Papppia to oppose tho recognitiou of Hayti us a free aud indepoudont State. 
But these arc not tha only inetonccs in which America has furnished Jtussift with p'rocedentq for hor attaok on Hunffa- 
xianliborty. Mexico ana Cojumbia woro about to deliver Cuba from the yolto of Spain, and hor slaves from the yolce 
of slavery. For this Atnorica threatened them witti war ; and they deeisted. Nay, in hci* diplomatie intorcoureo with 
Spain, ^he wdnt So far to threaten to tako poHnossiqp of Ouba (ind Porto Jlico : — so determined wau she to prevent 
the^ independence of thoso islands, and tho abolition of plavcry in them. But " tho cream of tho jo^e" is, that America, 
wl^iplt now denounces KussiofororHahing the cause of liborty in Hungaryjdid actually ciJjon IlusiiiatohclphorcSruBU 
ihd 9an9Q 0^ Hbeifty ih Cuba I 

i (ttii not of the croaking number, who boliove; that the world ia getting worse. On tho contrary, I am ompnc 
thOM h'opeful onesi wlio believe, that it is getting better. I am not sure, however, that, amouK those great political 
mvoIuUmS, which good men lovo to oontemplato, thora is- a ainglo otio, Sfhioh helped to make the world bettor. That 
thjj irHtli has l)een_benofittod— haa bfefen moved upward— t-ht)? aomo of these, revolution a is ft common admisaion. But, in 
xny ^atisfam', theprai&o is to bo beatovrod lesa on tho revolulians, and more on tho growth of thoso gr^at and goodpriu- 
oiplfiA. whllih the revolutions did, lut so imperfeotlyj illu8trate---did, but &o partially, carry out. Highly prised aa 
irfo these roVolutiona, they, novBrtheleaa, did more to oramp and:pervert,than to dovelopo those prinoiple?. Tniaisnot 
tlinAgQ, seeing, that thtt rovolntiona were chiefly tho work of patriots, and Ihftt the principloa wero nursed in the bosotti 
of-pbuanthropy. The aeed, which philanthropy is over aowiog, bdcomes a very different horvfjst in tho hands of inoro 
patriots from what it would have been, had the reaping been left to the aower. Very distant, perhapp, is the day, when 
flhilanihr(ipio political revolu^iona shnJl take place — revolutions in the name of the human brothorhood and for tho 
nunlMi brotherhood. But they wii| set take place j — and, when ihpy dOj then more patriotism will bo counted as a 
leaty popr thing. Gloriouaiatli^ vfiU be fonghi^in tho8eTtiVf>latiori Iiiayn^t, that awards and ^uns ifrill be t»aed 
ia thani. Perh>^» tfc^y ^ill no^i ha. p^tt whether they wiU, or will no^ te, philamh*<)py otin, at'aU ovehte, bo pirGtty 
fifclelj Sntrustodwith tUe 8(?le9tip« of her own weopona. 

I anif iny dcar DougUss, 

with great rogard, 

yoar friend, 

GERRIT SMITH. , 
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TO THE .LIBERTY PARTY OF THE CO UNTY OF MADISON. 



PiTTSBURO, Augu»t.\3t 18fi2. 

I HAVE oboyod your wishes, and attended tfao Pittsburg Convention. It closed itslabora, last evening. 

I caivio X') ttio Convention with very little hope, that it would Uiko what I deem to bo iho proper ground of a po- 
litical party. It baa not taken it distinctly — perhaps not at all. Bub whether it baa, or has not taken it, it has como 
!mn;li noiircr to it than I feared it would. A^ain, whilst I shall go homo lens displeased with the proceedings of thy 
L'unvcnLioii than I feared I ehould bo, I aball, also, go homo entertaining fiir more favomblo opinions tlmn before of the 
mass of tliu abolitionists. I think I am safo in saying, that of the thouBands who caino to the Convention, there ore not 
live hunc^^red, nor three lumdrcd, who are not witli na in spirit and in principle. Not only is it true, that Charles Durkco 
;iTid (Jonunil Paine of Wisconsin aro heartily and wholly with tho Liberty Party ; but it is aUo true, that thoao noblo 
intn* arc, in tins rospoct, no more than fair spocimens of the great mnjority of tho Western abolitionists. 

The West is ahead of tho East. Tho ardent, generous, confiding West is not so trammeled as the Eoat with tho 
liabit of ciicumspeution and caleiiiation. Whilst, tho Eastern man pauses to reckon results, the Western man pushes ou 
lo rt-aiize tliem. Tho Kaytern altolitionists arc, however, making pi'ogiess. Abolitionists of tlie typo of Charles Francis 
Adnms will not be able to inibun with their conKcrvativo spirit tlio reformers around tln^m. On the contrary, thcso re- 
(briners will be continually imbuing with their radical spirit abolitionists of tho typo of ( 'Imrlcs Francis Adams. 

I have named Mr. Adams. 1 canii'jt Ibrbcar to add, that 1 am greatly pleased with him. Ili^ characteristic dignity 
is the perfeL'tly natural outgiowtli of hi:; high-souled integrity and raro mental dlhcipliiio. I was happy to see, that his 
habit of caution and conservatieni M^as not proof ayainst tho atmosphere, which surruunded luni here. Ho made mani- 
fest proyroRs in tho two days ; anJ could ho mingle for twenty days with Western abolitionists, ho would not fear, that 
the eauhe of Liberty is in danger of being niibdircctcd or liurmcd in their haiida. In a word, it did Mr. Adams and sonio 
uther New Englatul men great guod to came to tho Pittsburg Convention. 

As I have already virtually said, the innnense " mass Convention," as it wai called, was prepared to plant itself ou 
the high ground of tho Liberty Party — was, indeed, already on that ground. Hut the Convention proper, being a solcc- 
tiou from tho nuisiiea, contained, as was natural, a greater relative amount of warincsi and timidity. Nevertheless hacl 
th'j Convention proper, instfjid of ai)poiuling a Ciuimiittce to prepare a platibrin, prepared it, ^lilhont such jntervonti(»n, 
I have no doubt, that tho platform would li!i\e been distinctly and fully that of the Lil'erty Party. Hut this Committee, 
being a selection tVuiu the selct-t, was still more characterized than even the Couvcritlon proper by wariness and titiiidity. 
Indeed, I have, Kcurcely, a do-ibt, that, had thib Convention continued another day, its phitforin would have been nearly 
all, that Wo could desire. What rapid progress the Convention made in the Session of the last aftentoon ! In that Session, 
it strnc-li. out the most oflVnsive of all of those wretched Ui'solutious, whii'li contain limitations and implications against 
Liberty. In that Session, it came very near adopting !Mr. Tajipan's Ucsolution, the adaption of ^\luch would havo nul- 
lilied all those limitations and implications. And it was iu that Se.ssiou, that the t.'onvention adopted &o enthiisiustically, 
and with but three dissenting \oice3, tho glorious Resolution in favor of Laud llefuim — that lieform, which ia emphati- 
cally the own sister of tho Abolition Uefurm. 

I came to the Convention wUh the purpose of inaistivg on but two things j and I adhered to my purpose. These 
two things arc 

]st. That tho Convention should organize a permanent party — and, therefore, a party, which should bo as com pro- 
hensive in Its scope, as is civil government itself — and, therefore, a party, which should look at\eraU tho political interests 
of all the people, white and black, m»le and feiTiale. 

2d. lhat the Convention shou'.d declare slavery to be utterly incapable of legalization. 

On these two things I insisted, both in tho Coiumiltco and in the Convention. Four members of tho Committee 
wero with me : and 1 must do tho dozen, who opposed us, tho justice to say, that several of them evidently believed, that 
the two things, which I insisted on, ■were in their own F.cries of Kcsolutions, and were expressed iu bettor language there 
than in my series. Indeed, I lirmly believe, that the Convention would not have adopted the platform, which tney did 
adopt, had they not judged, that tliese two things wero substantially in it. 

Perhaps, the two things, on which I insisted, aro in the platform. I will iioc eay, that they aro not. But, if they are, 
they aro, nevertheless, obscurely expressed, and that, too, whilst things to the contrary of them arc in it, and are clearly 
expressed ; or, if not clearly expressed, noverthelci's clearly implied. Who can read the platform, and deny, that its clear 
iiiiplicatinn is, that slavery in the States has not only a legal existence, but a legal existence, whioh is permitted by tho 
Federal Constitution ] Indeed, the platform goes fjir as to admit, by clear implication, that a State Government is at 
liberty, ao fur as tho Federal Constitution ia concerned, to deprive persons " of life, liberty, or property, without duo 
procoaa of Jaw." 

' it was said in the Copventioo, and with manifest influence, that my phrases: "slavery is incapable of legalizatioVi," 
" slavery cannot; bo legalized," Ate. &c., are absurd. Indeed, more than once or twice, I was kindly told, out of the Con- 
ivention, that, if I wero not in the habit of expressing myself so obscurely and unintelligibly on this and kindred points, I 
eiioidd be able to bring more perspns to adopt my views. But, it seems to me, that this logic which hod so much effect 
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on tho ConvDptiflp, ,ip ^of . tjiot (}|rpular kind, vhvc^» though opt ^9 be very plaiisiblojwjd effectual, is, (lover^heloss, very un- 
sound. This logic ran af..or thts maiiiior:'*' For Mr. Smith to soy,"that slavery -cannot be ■legaliiea, Hs riohBensical and 
absurd. Virginia has laws for slavery. They may be unjust laws. But there they are, outstanding and fixed facts, tho 
existence of which ia not to be disputed," Tho circular logicians, having assumed in this case tho very thing to be proved, 
viz., that what they called laws are laws, obtained, at least in their own esteem, a very quick and easy victory over me. 
My answer to them was, for substance : " Not only is every unconstitutional enactment among tho Statutes of Virginia 
no law, but every enactment among them, whether it docs or does not accord with tho constitution, is also no law, pro- 
vided its purport and object are ^uqh, as transcend the limits and powers of human legislation. For instance, the authoriz- 
ing men to murder men, or. what is worse, tho authorizing men to enslave men, transcends such limitB and powers, and 
henceffll enactinents to these bnds uro void,'and no law. It is for the like reason that a 'aumptuary: law ' -ia but a 
nominal law, and is. In strictness, no law. We aro all prepared to say, that enactments prescribing what.we shall ent, 
drink, aud wear, are no law. But tho reason, why they are no law, is siniply because the legislature has got beyond its 
province, when it presumes to meddle with such sulyeots. And thus might ve argue, in respect to ynactmonta, which 
should presume to preacribo tho intercourse and endearments between parent and child." 

I said, that wo aro all prepared to treat a sumptuary law as no law. How grossly inconsiatont arc we then — nay, 
how grossly wicked — 'when wo accord to an enactment for slavery the name, dignity, and sanction of law! 

To help me understand myself, these, my instructors in logic, would kindly put words into iny mouth, and say: 
" Wo understand you, Mr. Smith. What you mean, and all what you mean, is, that these laws for slavery are unjust 
lows. Wo, also, believe them to bo unjust laws ; and, hence, we aro, really, together." But I was too obtuse to receive 
this their kind interpretation of myself ; and, therefore, I would, over and over again, explain, or try to explain, the differ- 
ence between an enactment, which I call no law, and an enactment, which I am -wijling to call but an unjust Jaw. I would 
say, thot an enactment, fixing the rate of interest as high as fifteen per cent, per annum, ia an unjust law — but that it is 
not to be treated as no law. It is an enactment, whicli should be repealed or modified ; but it should not, like an enactment 
for murder or slavery, be trampled under foot, and treated as no law. So, too, in respect to an unwise enactment for 
regulatiug travel. The matter of regulating travel, as well as that of regulating interest, comes within the field of human 
legislation ; and hence, an enactment regarding it is not to bo treated and ti ampled upon, as is an enactment for murder, or 
slavery. 

I would hero throw out the remark, that few persons seem to have considered how very narrow is the fiuld of humnn 
legislation, and how very far it falls short of bting commernsunito with tho whole field of human interests, relations and 
obligations. It is the want of such consideration, that exposes us and many another people to bo ruined by legislative 
usurpation and despotism.' 

But, notwithstanding all tho fault I have found with the platform of the Free Democracy, I, nevertheless, regard myself 
as o member of that party. It is a good party — and it will, rapidly, grow bettor. Do you fear, that it will break up 
and disgrace itself, as did the Free Soil paity 1 You need not fear it. Low as wa-s the platform of that party, tho party 
itself (or, at least, a largo share of it.) was far lower. But the Free Democracy is as much higher than its own platform, 
OS that platform is higher than the platform of the Free Soil party. Hence, " Rxcelsior " will bo most emphatically the 
fit motto of the Free Democracy. 

Not one year should bo allowed to pass away — no, nor half one year — before the platform of the Free Democracy, 
which, in truth, is not its platform, but only tho platform of tho Pittsburg Convention, and, that too, tho little, instead 
of tho big Convention, should be so modified, as distinctly to meet all the demands of truth. Alas, what a pity, that this 
platform is not now such, as to tench tho slaveholder, in bold and unmistakeable terms, that one of tho aims of tho Freu 
Democracy is to strip him and his "peculiar institution" of tho covering, and sanction, and respectability of law, and 
to hold up to the loathing and execration of tho world a naked pirate in the one and a naked piracy in tho other — a pirate 
and a piracy too, that far outstrip all others in atrocity and ir.ischief-! Such an exposure would work the speedy death of 
slavery : and, Nvithout such mi exposure, it will never die, until it shall die in violence and blood. 

But warm, as are my hopes of the well-doing of the Free Democracy, they may, neverthelesg, be blasted : and, hence, 
I cannot advise the disbanding of the Liberty Party. The next meeting of the Liboi-ty Party is to bo Wednesday, tho 
1st day of September. It should be numerously attended. AVhilst I hope, that the meeting will not array itself against, 
but will, ou the contrary, resolve to act with, tho Free Democracy, at least for tho present — I also hope, tluit it will advise 
tho Liberty Party to continue its organization, until p'ich time, as the Free Don:oeracy sliall have distinctly and fully 
covered the ground of the Liberty Party. . - , 

Of course, I did not vote for the Pittsburg platform. I can never vote for it until it shall boldly and distinctly utter 
the great truth, that the Frco Democracy aims to bring under its impartial regard all tho political interests of all classes 
of the people J and also the other great trutli, that slavery, which is the most atrocious and abominable of all tho forms 
of piracy, can never be known as law. 

Nor did ! vote in the Convention, for Mr. Hale and Mr. Julian. I voted for those true and tried men,' William 
Goodell and James H. Collins., Nevertheless, I hope to find myself able to vote, at tho Election, for Mr.,HaIe and-Mr. 
Julian, both of whom are beloved in private lifo, and both of whom have honorably distinguished themselves in public 
life. I cannot doubt, .that ^Mr. Jqliau scouts the idea of the possible legalization of slavery: and, in ths Boston rescue 
trials, Mr. Hale scouted it. Is it saidj that it was only in rhetorical flourishes, that ho'did eo ? T answer, that, I trust, that 
Mr. Hale will, ore the Election, make it indisputably manifest, that he is established in' tho principle, that there can no more 
be a human, than a divine, law for converting a man into a thing ; and that to recognize, and dignify, as low the enact- 
ment, which attempts such a conversion, is a nigh crime against both God and man. 

GERRIT SMITH. 
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NATIONAL LIBERTY PARTY. 

At the National Liberty Party Convention, held in Syracuse September 30th, 1852» the following 
Rcsolationa reported by Gerrit Smxu, as Chairman of tho BaaineaH Committoe, wore unaiiimously adopted: 

Iflt. Be^olvcd, that the Lihertv Party cannot consent to fall below, nor, in any degree, to qualify, its groat 
central principle, that all persona — black and white, male and female — have equal political rights, and are equally 
entitled to tho protection and advantages of Oivll OoTornment. 

2d. Kosolved, that, inasmuch as murder is an element in tho infernal compound of slavery, there can no moro 
be a law for slavery than for murder. 

od. Resolved, that passing oventa, instead of shaking, do hut confirm, our conviction, that no political party 
can bless tho world, or bo blest of God, which does not follow the example of tho Liberty Party, and take for its 
basis impartial and universal political righteousness: and which docs not follow the example of the Liberty Party, 
and rely less upon its numbers than upon tho trnthfulncsB and value of its doctrines. 

4th. Resolved, that the Free Domocraoy will fail, as did the Free Soil Party, unless it shall openly and fear- 
lessly aim to identify itself with every political truth ; — as well with tho political truth, that Govorumont is bound 
to suppress the traffic in intoxicating drinks, and to put an end to land-monopoly, as with the political truth, that 
Government is bound to enact no law, and obey no law, and know no law for alavory, or any other piracy. 

The Convention then nominated "WILLIAM GOODELL of Now- York for President of tho United States. 
S. M. BELL of Virginia for Vice Prcaident. 

' After an hour's intcrmiHsion, the Convention rcasaemblcd ; and Geeeit Smith presented tho following Address, 
which was adopted : 

To the Liberty Party ^ 

Notwithstanding we believe, that the mass of the members of the Free Demccraoy are 
in substantial agreement with the Liberty Party: and notwithstanding wo believe, that tho platform, constructed at 
Pittsburgh in tho name of the Freo Dcmooracy, is, if judged of in tho light of its general prineiplos and declarations, 
instead of tho unhappy specifications and admisaions, which contradict those principles and declarations, oasentially 
the platform of tho Liberty Party; we, nevertheless, believe, that tho organization of tho Liberty Party should bo 
maintained ,* — at least until such time, as the Free Democracy shall, in its aims and character, be indisputably aud 
manifestly ono with the Liberty Party. 

And notwithstanding our high respect for John P. Hale and George W. Julian, and our confldoDco, that they 
are earnest abolitionists and generous philaatbropists. and our deep desire, that they may draw many hundreds of 
thousands of votes from tho proslavcry candidates of tho proslavcry parties, wo, nevertheless, cannot oommond them 
to tho votes of tho Liberty Party, until wo certainly know, that they embrace tho distinctive and vital principles of 
that Party. To the end, then, that the Liberty Party may honor and preserve these precious principles, and to tho 
end too. that it may thus hasten the day, when they shall become, distinctly and unquestionably, a part- of the oreed 
of the Freo Democracy, wo have nominated candidates for tho Presidency and Vice Presidency. 

John P. Hale and Goorgo W. Julian, if indeed not already prepared to represent the Liberty Party, will, we 
believe, bo prepared to do so, ere long. But <j^ur oandidato, Mr. Goodell, does now represent it. In him is a present^ 
as well as unambiguoua and full repreaeDtati«a of its great and ultimately triumphant principles. We cannot speak 
aa strongly of our other candidate, Mr. Bell; — for ho is comparatively a stranger to us. Novertheleas from the 
fiict, that he subscribed the Minority or Liberty Party Report at Pittsburgh, wo infer, that the piinciples of tho 
Liberty Party are his principles. 

Pre-eminently entitled, as are Mr. Goodell and Mr. Bell to a largo vote, wo novertheloss expeot, that it will be 
very smalL It would bo small, oven were it tho vote of all the members of their Party. But much smaller will it 
be, now, that so many of its members, believing that Mr. Hale and Mr. Julian do, already, hold to all tho great 
principles of tho Liberty Party, will, therefore, vote for them, instead of for Mr. Goodell and Mr. BeU. Whilst, 
however, wo shall not reproach them for so voting ; we, novertheleas, believe, that tho voting of Liberty Party men 
for Messrs. Halo and Julian is, to soy the least, premature. On the other hand, wo believe, that, in no event, can 
oar voting for Measrs. Goodell and Bell prove a matter of regret to us. Such voting will contribute to oontinue tho 
organisation of the Liberty jParty: and the continued organization of that Party, cannot fail to promote tho improve- 
ment and success of tho Free Domooraoy. Again, should it turn out, as w^ helieve it will not, that tho Free Bomoo- 
raoy, instead of advancing and triumphing, shall ff^U back and periab, then there will rcmain,in tho surviving Liberty 
Party, a sound nucleus,- around which political reformers can gather for the accomplishment of their high and holy 
objects. 



NEW-YORK STATE LIBERTY PARTY. 



The Convention of tho Now- York State Liberty Party, hold in Syracuse Sept. 30th and Oct. iBt, 1852, nominated 
WILLIAM R. SMITH of Wayne for Governor. 
J. PRESTON MANN of Jefferson for Lieutenant Governor. 
CHARLES A. WHEATON of Onondaga for Canal Commissioner. 
WILLIAM SHAPCOIT of Cayuga for State Prison Inspeotor. 
Tho Convention also nominated Presidential Electors. 

William SuArcorr of Anbnm will furnish, without charge. State Tickets and Electoral Tickets to those, who 
may apply to him foi them. It is hoped, that he will have applications from many Counties. 



To the Voters of the Cowilks of Osicego and Miulkon : 

You nominated me Jbr a seat in Congress, notwitlistanding I besought you not (o do so. In vain was 
my resistance to your persevering and unrelenting purpose. 

I had reached old age. I had never held office. Nothing was more foreign to my expectations, and 
nothing was more foreign to my wishes, than the holding of office. My multiplied and extensive affairs gave 
me full employment. My habits, all formed in private life, all shrank from public life. My plans of usef\il- 
ness and happiness could be carried out only in the seclusiont in which my years had been spent. 

My nomination, as I supposed it would, has resulted in my election — and, that too, by a very large ma- 
jority. And, now, I wish, that I could resign the office, which your partiality has accorded to me. But, I 
must not — I cannot. To resign it would be a most ungrateful and offensive requital of the rare generosity, 
which broke through your strong attachments to party, and bestowed your votes on one, the peculiarities of 
■whose political creed leave him without a party. Very rare, indeed, is the generosity, which was not to be 
repelled by a political creed, amung the peculiarities of which are 

1st. That it acknowledges no law, and ImowL' no law, for slavery : — tltat, not only, is slavery not in the 
Federal Constitution, but that, by no possibility, could it he brought either into tlie Federal, or into a State, Con- 
stitution. 

2d. Tfiat the right to the soil is as natural, absolute, and equal, as the right to the liglit and t/ie air. 

3d. That political rights arc not conventional, but natural — inhering in allpersonSf tlte black as well as the 
white, the female as well as Uie male. 

4th. That the doctrine of Free Trade is the necessary outgrowth of tlte doctrine of the human broUier- 
hood ; and that to impose restrictions on commerce is to build up unnatural and sinful barriers across tfiat brotli- 
erhood. 

5th. That national wars are as brutal, barbarous, and unnecessary, as are the violence and bloodshed, to 
which misguided and frenzied individuals are prompted: and that our country should, by her own Heaven- 
trusting and beautiful example, hasten the day, when the nations of t/ie earth " shall beat their swords inio 
ploughshares and tlieir spears into pruning hooks : nation sitallnot lift vp sword against ruitton, neither shall 
they learn war any more", 

6th. That the province of Government is but to protect — to protect persons and property; and that the 
building of railroads and canals and the care of schools and churches fall entirely outside of its limits, andexclu. 
sively within the range of " the voluntary principle'*, ISfarrow, however, as are these limits, every duty within 
them is to be promptly, faithfully, fully performed : — as well, for instance, tite duty on the part of the Federal 
Government to put an end to the dramshop manufacture of paupers and madmen in the City of Washington, as 
the duty on the part of the State Government to put an end to it in the State. 

7th. That, as far as practicable, every officer, from the highest to the lowest, including especially the Pres' 
ident and Postmaster, should be elected directly by the people. 

I need not extend any further the enumeration of the features of my peculiar political creed : — and I 
need not enlarge upon the reason, which I gave, why I must not, and cannot, resign the office, which you 
have conferred upon me. I will only add, that I accept it ; that my whole heart is moved to gratitude by 
your bestowment of it ; and that, God helping me, I will so discharge its duties, as neither to dishonor my- 
self, nor you. 

GEttRIT SMITH. 

Pei-.bboro, November 5th, 1852, 



■ PfixitBoijO, Oct. 18, 18M. 

CiftCEnE C Bbonbon, Esq., 

AIv DEia Sia, 

' notoriously bad am I— eo low have I sank in the public esteem — tKat wbcn 

i ttli* U bi* bd inoBt flifbetiiiilly Btigihiliitd, h6 1r' likehod to myaeir. T aeo by your lato letter to ilr. DelevAn. tb»t «ifen you— i 
luy early fricnJ-'ray lifo-long friend — have fallen into tbia fiiabion of mnJiinp me the ciomplo and standard ^miscboduct ; and 
ofibciuaing ffttnl Odium upoft bpponentby publishing hitn to bCas bad, na I am. A ffew yeaTS ago, a very eminetit JhiHfet (Mr. 
J,, U.rSponcer) nought to peril the oloctjou ol tho lato Secrotary ofStito (Mr. il. S. Itandril) by cffmpartng hihi tomj^wilf: ihA': 
MWt a «t> less tmiyenL jurist in, by tho like means, damaging a rival candldftto for (iovemor. I aay so; becaniM» ytitt hkiv 
ttd'jptt'd, and ropcutctl, tho declaration, thit "ll^-ron Hultey Clark ontei-tiainB Bimilor views to thoao of GUrHt Sinith-" 

"Wfeat Ore these views, which Clirk is said to bold, in common ivitb myself? They are 
Ifit. Tho unccnstitutionulity of the Fugitive Slave Act. 
' ', 2d. The unconstitutionality of all slavery, 

3d; The impotislblllty yf logiUizing any slavery^ — tho impossibility of imbuing sucli a matohloM orimo and abomina-* 
" ' lion With the siiirit of Ibtv, and of clotmng it wita the authority and eacredncBs of Jaw. 

1 (litis, .altogether, foreign to thfs parpoBO of thla lottcr to spfcak cither Well or ill Of Mt. Cliirt. And yet, it^ t ilWh trtJ, f 
finl coii&tniinctl t» say, that you hnrcy probably, done great ifljuytitJe to youi' rival. , Mi. Clki-k Is li reBpoctable ttlfth : ftbd, thl*< 
bo iff; in ;»ttfflCioDt pi-oof, that the viewa, here attributed to biW, drd not his views. Tet fewhilo, dad he, Who 6illertAiDS tlltiia^ 
views, will ' b* an outcast from American jwiiietyi inatead of a renp^ctable metaliet- of it. Grtat paiaiCB hft%t) ndrntnatdd Mri 
pjack for Governor. But tJiis could not have boon, bad he rtjally eut*rt»iDed thcd* ncwH- 

'mi.i "I'^iti ridt ftw^tjthAt It i« on no less nuthdHty. thftli Mi*. Johb Tliofaias, that yoti have connected Mr. Clark's name wiUi - 
MtiddoUi'^tif' "rtewBi' JTeteriAtfieB*, It BecOis itoifossible, thht you ctn h-tdly believe, tJiat Hr. Clark holds thorn. You, doubtlcasj 
agree with me, that Mr, TbtMtiai'is--4lt least, to some extoilt^niiatilken ; Mid that, in his t'oriversaiion with Mr. Clark, bo mis- 
Mrebdoikdfioi' miBti«nabitadi« the words of Mr. Clark; Th6 words of U ptihttcian ai^ trdt, tdt^'ys, (MSyv-^hDV, Iiidc^^ tlioy. • 
JikJ^ iBton'jW t**- h» ea»y^-wf tnuislatlon. TallVtattd, Joo HjtMleet, held, IbKt Uid It^itaate use of wOtya ts i6 hide 6W 
mmmf;^ > ^44,1 ^ruBt, thkt Mr. OUfk' does not belong td tb« TsllyranU school of {lolttl^mhs : tmd htih^e, I ft^ct^b6 Hh Thbtuii' 
.«^inrt.«f:.^H>9(mTetaatlon wiU: Mn Clsrk to a guiUIo«B blundcP, lying someWheriJ between tiieW) good ^Mlfein'ch:^^ uitforttl-' 
flMe/l0niH:of ipooch oo tfaaiport of good Mr. Olar^ or tinforttinite interpn^tattpiis on the p^ bf gdod Mr', TboM^ti. 

■Whether, however, Mr. Clark docp, or does not, avow tbo views in question, it is certain, that jou do not. Tbofe needs 
ftOiftfrttiW ptwrtlian yolir lettci' birfbrtj mo, that you make v, ifaerit of, and seek advontdge ii^ loathing and dCrtding thesg views, 
Tott'beltere' ta U IftWfoi* fllttvei*y— ih & law for thttt etupcndouM piracy, which strii)s its vlctimf of 6vcry right, and leaves him a 
Jttllf ttt'ttVWy wrong. ' And thbUgh yOd Wlicve in a " higher law," yoli, ncvcrthuless, scorn the idea of its riulhfying a law fo^ 
ftVWftl^y'J'I'ao'nbt mVself believe in a "hightJr UW." On the CbntrarJ-, I Ijclievc, tbdt the distinction of "higher law" and 
l'1i.-werll»*"'is'oBft of excctidii^ly evil inflticncb. Law is a ilnlt. It is tho sunjo iu cvory land, and in evciy oce ; tho came oii 
Mirtk'' A-tt it £b in bea^ti. Yon believe with mo, thut skver^ is condemned of Iieiiven, and cannot be a law of heaven, Kovct- 
Chl^l|<Ma;'lt'ift, in yoiii'est^enlvtt hi^ ofeArth; anu a Itiw, which nien are as strongly and religiously bound to obey, as iney aro 
'WtjlK^'iurty'UW; I am sWatv, thdt in all tHtd, you ait' hacked li^- Anlcricdu Jutnsprudence and American chnstioiiity. Uni 
hue you never suspocted. that slavery baa twisted tho religion and courts cf our country quite. out of hannony with true ju^ie- 
Hpjjindo tpd tmo rhritrfrnfiif;'? And hare yon iRtver «ti«itee(ed, that the dny may coiue. wbctt it ivili b(i a fHghtitll blot on 
ymriudioi*^ fame, tbat,^ after all tbo abiUty, and Icaminft, and ihrfartialHy of ^otir ]^g|al Ojilniods^' ^oti. ^idvertncIiSe, TiAd H6 
aa{QolenUy.faoly, >Bnd eUmttad, and sublime-^nay, nd sunicientfy decent-— 'Vi6w8 of htw td restrtiib vAu jVoiti Mnklhg it \til<S ib6 
ntfcnoj JHodpt^iiteetor, and eonctifier of what John "Wesley bo jftdUy caRs : " tlit' sam of flJl vlBainitMl" SUttly, surfily' my <ild 
&rlcdd)."thO ^rtdioious Hooker" had never apokfi bo dlrxiaentiy, bo wpluMtlsIv', sd divlhely of Id'ft?, fiid he bolloVta >rttH Ji^; 
t)»(<Um.lBi(idirtr><td dovilisbinBtrumcntj- whereby to mako slaves, and catch Bla\-t.4i. gufvly, Htittly, mr did friend, a hotter 
4M/wiU-Boiftil tobeabdekedattli«folIrandmBdne«s, whtdtV in thid &$^^, Mhvcrt ihd veriCftt cfatltiW Itfto' hjiH iMMa'Kit 
l»ejii0W8wie6iHi«Iand revoitinr piracy tho rerefenwdno to law*. I add to niy ioqniHcH of y6n, Whether' ybu'hriVi neVt^r feUi,'- 
Metod, th^ Dotwititstandutg it is, now, noarly fbrtj' eincfr you wiM a public i^i^cfiissfon 6{ chH^ti&nity, \i intJ^, yet, itnix 
iJMtitfco ehrifltiuitty la alarmii^ly.4fe«i^)tt«e, whteh allows us to honor what ht^ven Imtcff, and to opjpeet^ tli» low 6t <jfo^ 
imder the plea of obeying tho law of man 1 The religion of Daniel and of the A^stles trampled wicked enactment^ uhdci- lOtft, 
and ^iMteiiedto-,'*obe7 Ood ratber than meW, 'Uan'that bct tbo same religion, which tcvotbos tlfeir priiotide, and feitelta tho 
B^hontT-b^mM above tho aathoritiy of Qod % FnmiMvo christianifcy w6nt coanlor to the world, and ita disorples w«f(i timdl'- 
fled to the worldC/ Can tho Oiodera Christianity, which goes with the world, and denoqnoee, m fuuls «id .fiumttCsy thtAie. who 
iit^&M'n^to io^ ibler lilb. In ordet to itovd a hotter, bO all oqe With priiait^ve cliristiomty 

Ivi ii'i i»ftn»d'to the poarible eflfeot opon yotn* judicial fsxk&tA ybdf 'torifoundift^ *lftt Kt* M&cttnbntS fdt- blk^trfy-^^Of y6iif 
instaillng into the big& and aoci^ phice of laW th* abomlnMlese, ttnit'f6rl)Jdd rirtdtVl^^, ttUd fbWd^ thb ti'dai'tlg' uT thb hlbl^, Am 
fbrbids )dLftha,,rigbt# <;>f tnanbood, axid markets m«n a^beaets. Tbebo IsAnothei^ roipoet aisof in which', I ifptlroheHdi you aro 
ciSmBffng jh^jiiffft-^tTiflicE'y^*^ 'V Baerificaig it, ta.protOota a prssctet and ilrorihloBH [lapulartty. 1 alludo tO yourite- 
gpSp^nca li^.t$^con8tituU9nality of tho Fugitive Sl&vo Act.' 

,111.-11 iBWiW Oft' ifc* inbpoSitftnt,! (hat the Ibfeltrve ftotVant clhtifid of ttl6 Cdhslltution r<;rL'f8 fo sjak-esj liow gin you conaont to 
M^t^ia«>'(ltflMlt«tibtUirttM A'Ct, yMc^t^ in RVtttcny rtibpOcttf, glaWtigty and grossW violates tJie CciuBUtution f Bbfc>^boW ywleti^ 
ii'stt^^Mb«H}otf!-'--4to«r tiiterty tlrf*i*i-(tly of caimaitfrhtfnl by'ti lawyer^ ybu, dbutilesl, flSBeui tu ti»t» rule,l«^d. 6fyKu\rf 
iMSttpMWtf OoWl of' the'TT. S'., '2 C^tili 390: "Wbei^ rigf&ti a'l^' infna^gicu,' wini^ fundamen^l ^rm^^ brerwow^r 
mwiif flwiafefceftf ^yiifeia df ffltfbWii i» dtfWted MnU, tifo fcfflglaUU intention jnusCh^ cxph^dwit^iir^uitA^^ 
ttfttowyioblinitf hWKfctf t*ffflj|(W*'a d^^ W<*w', fe'claiin^ l1i^^t3iifl c}ii^u«i,Qf 1% (ty,- 

rllMlttWu"lllii' lililinclt«,''rrr« k^intiyBbv^;;ttadtfi(^ dbmibNAto'b' or th« higTitUvpoMlbie'c'ruue a^iusi. b!^ body ana Uia a£«4, » 
« Ji^iBJWWjktopfitiofflyi'tli*^ tiSohifriilgteffof righls. AhfiKi ovcrfhrow'qffum and deiwrt- 

•wl*t(»i*Baiee»*ftFi(y8lo«i'ttf<be I*^.' - Bbt yott irill adifllit, atld fiil rfin'arfigit Uut^if tl«a ogO^ara^a^^ fouiia ia>hoclau«» 
ill qaoaUoD, it, never^eleae, ia not expressed, and itt'deh Ifts&, ♦' ditpriisWd With irft6«fibI^ 'w^cneM." , 

'~ Jl^^tS^'&^^cX^^ ai^lUifin *)t«-natw«4 iwolf i(rtgtiagev.{o4ifeemtfa-;»lf! 

'"'^^iAWliX mi^^^^^'^Ai^^ ot m^&jL^ contracts.. : Roi onlj: so^il is, uttaf^< iirufi^Me pf • MrpKoatiOa . t9< 8lavea;> ivt 
cfia£ mbro miwe'cbntracte, m^QW9 nWMa^<Uia»«dn'itor»ea'f>f''horte-^dek8i 

)'->"l"Wm wmia^B'^iKt'.i^fnxikH-f^ ihi- OoWrtlWtiiW (ftteHtJftd,- tHlrt'tW tJHuyO' i/^mS (teWy'to iffirt-t ' ^-ni, 6'vefa- ^4 



^kylinKlniUjM mfTelrthfliM^'Sajn.tnit^ otmilfliitom <tttft''tb»<tHifMt«^ 



tthut tho fiuitivc Hcrvfliit c)a\ii«* h "■one orilie TOmproiniBep f|T 'tliu'ConiJtltutioii," ia'tlie ceaNclenifly irepealefl tlccUrntioii of nh 
utter ftlwhuod — of a sheer and iiupudont osBumption for proskrerj'-cRect. Aguti — th« ft^merd'orOie'Conattrutifift nrenot to 
be chnxe'd with « pruahtvcry purpose in this Alaote, in the face of>tJi^ fiu!t,'that,'ori)yT» few- dBy8aft«r)theilln(im> wiu. adopted, they 
TMdWud, without oiiu diatH!ntnig,voiee,:that'the word '"Bervitu" shoiild'take the pl&eo df the wOrd " Mn'Hudu" in 'the Oonstitu- 
tiobi And^ffir Itn nT^9$4.ntM3n, tlmr '■•ervico" donotes the condition of freemen, and "■ponritudo" the'cond(tion of 8lave«. . Smce, 
'theUi '^serVioe''' is tlie w'ora in tlie fugitiv*!) »ermnt clauso, that olaufie could not, in the eye uf-the CouTUiitiun, 4hai fruned the 
Conatitotlon, refer to slavery. ' ■ y.n..>.,iE . - ..'-'.A " 

But my argument to prove, thnt the fagtttre servant (Hause ortho ConstitqtLdb.U'Aot'dn tho eide of elarcry trttsiuincces' 
nary. Tho necessity .vt it wm sQpprsedfjd br.the Jact, that the Constitution forbids slavery. In heveral of ita -nafts, 'H forbids 

l-'iK I itiW o^tbeC3tMIBtituiton,Ua•nep■tIdnon^ar«l■>owo^«d!t^yi^tt^:hrt•■tm't^^ 

B^t«a^U<v ,1 J*^febf|th,T^^«jWtt«r,wifliUW:hjfitor)f bf ilM ptWiaion ahoir, tb«tthia;brteirpnitBtion>is w btldiasaunOHlon, and'iE bir- 
4ff,]f ma^nhffm^ andfJt*urd..i:j)(w,de)IifQrgBt;tl»ot iOm hold;:(ndtcuIoujklyM(i))>ihatia inerB statatororKlavety-iinswers'tht 
requiremenj(l9C,,''.]dM4^iPr90{dut9iCJa'«i'\;4ilsppiW( y*Hir,«pinidu,(JHlL*a HeportlV: l46^).you-d»-yo«ri»lf tidioit.'thtft'to'de^vo 
a man of bis liberty " cannot be done by.rouru Ii,*giatfttion". You do.y^ursclfj in tluit X^pinion, CQncur.vritli Lord Cplu:, -thjit " duo 
prooesa of law" nieans prooeL'aftgpi;''^accoWhi(^ id'tbe coirfM ' ''■ ' 

You are horrified at the thought, that " Gorcrnor Clin4^*' 'ftVyoto ball lum, VOuld'talto 'ftiVjui^^ phoiflditlie 
soil of our State be a hunting Rroqnd for sl^vep^during his AdminietnitioilJ Bnt, i^hlnt you tOiMii* your^ir needlessly. lUr. 
€lK*«f4ina'M Oatiaftdal^Mj' Af'y tlir oflfo' ■ rtrent tjieW 'to Myrt'is^HV,irtil^ inatleofe -I tiuld again* 'the diabolical purpose df 
convicting men ofcriniaTOr' their heA*en-*|^roVed 'rt(ict(e'of'"'3itry'.'*" I 'had hO wdt'd'oTtiieer fromMr/Clnrk. Indeed^ psvo 
S te'5lM9''^tf'"fWi!ff?*^'?J'!l?f't*?W) ^^1?^^ none i'»pi^8 ffyTOpadiy witU ine, orinytaiBBioii. ' • Y'lth 'that tixcoptifln. God 
M^li^jfipijaif^Wcp.wfM suppoFtiMtt. .1 %\ier^ dw«ll8,'0ith*fc bpautiful villtge.a'maji-ofiheartftnd.li08pHality Rnd.-afl'^>oor 

«p.|npaf,flj^j9f.;^tB,^t^^ W [t^jnaivof learnuig.and of.maniicrHiVjpo."*,'.. .Tbta much, itt least, J-oatii>iiv-of hradeportmeirt on 
■!m°f5?W.lftRijW®f?^^ tt^iTitliati whUat^nharf of bis-n^ik Btood, aloof Xroa too, •'■he.was not aah&mod ttfymrchsin." 

But no more, as to what " Govtmor CJark^ icwild do( in tho cose you "hdw BUpi>oh(id:' -'T rtfdcfeijd to nut you^-TrhtfL 'm 
anch case, wjonld. fiop^ftor Bronson d^? ..'\\'9uld he take. )ipoi[» biffeonl. the resimnsibility.oC.aipking^an.iJaaoFynt follow man 
- fmxI/tW'^iM «''smvm ^ VHo'tbi^^ Bat, 1 tru'fit, that.", ^-hen the hour of trial s'houJd-QQOie^ he would, nyt.provo 



5fetifc ■sria^^aslie, ribV^ t think bettor of him than he thinks of liuuie'lf, 

, "°"";;",^nMff« /sia'ow^J^'jprpe ipajority'of bli>ck» in.^pnth-CaKdina. The reins .of govDmnaent may pasaintothoir -KBt)ds,> 
(^iy j'.M^;^)^ fir»t.aot,ar4^tw^^9n Naw, wlut if, <hii rngydur Adtnio'- 

ij|j|jj^tjii>^ spjtn^ of ;thefe,De^i alaveti— say, ^jveu the most poHahod, and pur»of them-— 6bou)d cMapo intonhts Sulto'^*>- would yoa 
Mmtof^jU* yb^ . Amwcr roe ^'Yea"; or be hrtaeat cnoughto abandon your-proalarery 

•iSterpnJUiio^^t^fthe ti^Uve sei-vaiit claitov^ , >'or, uianife^Aly.. ifthat qlause *ppliea. to anystavjea,- itappliea. to future, ias^wt/il, 
as present, elitvcs,' nod to slants of u'n6 color, and mie nice, as welj as another. 




•ibat I offti^^on, Irakis it^iind' 'mut^e Tiff \vry (aces ;'—c^ nuver oftlT it, ag^in,' to others., Ah-^y a<>«d fritud,ytiu wi'U Tijinw 
tJutL' yeri'yob cUinit'dHs'a'Bliivo id th'iB'Ianfl'or' Al^^ ^ — .i— .. — « . . * 

^«r)}!«; w.9W^»bR(( shop! 



^ h i.' " I* or'clsowbfcro — and that wbateYcr the CopntituljenB, and ^taUrtiCN, and 
Jrijyj'in behkTr or trte, claiiti, yo^ \vou!l.i1,'listen to Uio infinitely n^orp authorjutivo, v^ncy of yopr 1-iKb.ts 
riftjn^ttW'aiidjj^irar 1^ aud secu'rc your libei<ty, if yoQ-coiild-r-ondj ^tbat'tof*; lUoogh »t. tbi) bloodiiWt 

^i^',of(efi8l^Y^ng'nipp AU, that a man neoflj-in order 

5aT^^ffl,|(|UqVf_inBn,,iabUtto,b^ H« may not 8ee:thia tobeww-and, thertforo,' ita ifinv- 

^1'*^^'^^*^''*' I'obe simply boneat I -This, indsed,' is all rnj need, in anyof tlit> 
i;Bfi^«:ll.tWt<^l»i»*t''^nityrs^uir€Sof^ For, wben ihe has said-. " Therefore all .things what* 
■ur-v, ^- ..l«S<W-^^)3^(^^J-ao,ye,ev<^n,60 to themi"' she, »ti^ •'for^hiaia tho 'lair add tl)« 

■/I'BlS'SSr "iFftfii? 'B-tfte .■wbfjl*- oE ciinatj»uity. ■ Am I guilty, here, of ignoring repeiit&Rcc, faitli !r. ChHat, 

5*f»ft^iWfflrfiS^9* WW trp^^Qind dutiw? Oh BO^ I would humbly, aadgtatefuHy, and lovingly, tocomriza 
ttwaip to.anend— and,tW8CDd'lsBinipl-e honesty. 1 wed to boli^^vo in 
J WbelwrT^ipi fWiM^/ipd Jlodeemor, that so; when a crucifying duty is requiK-d o^mb— snch 
.Ti^ft^^c^ ali*,Tpj wiuin.*he,gipa,t <?nea of earth aro agwturt )marr^ may bo cnaWed to be honest, and to die-' 

I mtsbt atop 'bepo^ aa lhftrkixrtr, foiish^ my reply to that patU^'yourletlor, wli^ch'rcreratotoyrt.^f. BuUHcto 'aro 
4ther p»eU <^3roar;latCBtv no less objdotiODabte than this— and you mast, therefore, excuAe'ihe for pointing thctfi out to yoa. 
'Ni;/ '''T6tir4oMrhiei>t«iat'**our'heBVi!h1y' Fatbet works by slow proreswj^ ,'both in tte motal and maU*rinl world" ia,Sn my 
Judgment, so far as respects the moral worldj trttiwiy falcc, and cxccedhigly pernicious :— and, I add, tlmt 1 am very far'fnAn 
Ki'18Wi*"fi^,*r»M^'.'*J*"5Pcl*Tai?'aanBW^^ tc» it-.^.Jtfe.but. makes bad wocee. {leeirsio Bubdcribhig to your doctriuo : i^d iio 
rj);jfo]!^pl«p,^ pf^^ )Jujgrpa;t«ir|Ono of denying, that God la, La tbemoral worid, *ii«xannrfo for man. 

■ I,; n - i Udmti, moral >refwmatioDs are bU*w. Bat they are not »o, because God wmiid have them so-^buc bcc&iise tlio 
hardHI9BoriMn%heart«)tDakettban ho. Hia words are: IWay, Ifye vnll hear his rcrice, iardcn >iot your hearts.^* " iVwia 
the accepted time : behold now is the day of salvation." " Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do S\ with thy might." 'Qo* is 
for insUntaneouB reformations ; and His procesaes ai-e all to this ond. But men roeiat thcso proceascs j and the oirfy tcaaon 
yhy tlMff' tart pfacOcally'' Blow, Is because they have to overcome human reeistancc. Mr. Bronson should not convey, seittter 
•jj*^ ^''I]^e^van'!»a8cmt to the idea, that Qod is r.isponsible for the practical slowness of His proccisca, in the momi world* 
'"^^•T™'' TOadeknowti to. ina that X mast not drink intoxicating riqnora, I ehall laoat ^easeXiod, and mtoat coafofro to Hi3 
ibgf^ drink them. So. too, whenever itiBmado known to you, that it tbeduty of Qovcmoent 



pww*AK'by^L 



" Vi^iii'u^" TrtTTi-L^a thkt great raanuftictoty of paupers and madmen—that chief source of peril to property and Jiio—yott 
°*'**fxf**Jj**T' t1° conftinri to Ilia proCCBHcs, by refusing forthwith (,and, that too, whether one man. or oDe milUoQ 
Ijersou for Goyemor, or Legislator, who shrinks from using the powom of Govwuuent to 
SSmli^lMrJ^^ wlth,tbe tt^»^, that wen, it a part of God's plan, that men should ffratfuai/ysunwider their 

4Bin,'l»'wmuttTiot Wentatled to om: 1^ hoilor;— He would not be God. 

Yooregret, that the friends of Teiiiperanco connected their cause with tho Whig party. So do I. But not for the reasca 
^ doj; ■ Ybapregret iti becatiee the Whig party w a political party. I— not becauw it Is a political nai-ly— but because like 
<>«mj it Mia widtod'pwty. To jnstify my calling tho Whig and Democratic parties wicked, I ntod say nothing moro aiiinat 
t&ei%4ifaM ti«ttbey«m the great t>ropa of AmeHcan alavcry. For tlio simple reason, that tho South will belong lo thecoonno 
^lteip?'"5£Mf " * one of out: national parties, bo it political or ecclesiastioal, must bo proslsTerr. Northern Whi-^ are 

BSP^ir^a^"?'--^^ *^ well nigh oniversally opposed to tho Kebraaka Bill, the Wiig partV has become an Mti-a!*,- 
YflW Wetf. Their claim is nonsenaicai. If they remain, a twelro month longer, in connexion with Southern WhiM, thov will 
smk down into elaveiy, as low aa evoiv-nay, lower than e^-er. Northern Whipj clamored against the passage of the Smrifive 
Slara Artt batxwniacqmesced mltfortbe sake of maihtaitahjg theirtmtcn with Southern Whigs. Northern Whiirt clamored 
•R't." P""*^ *'C^ Nebraska Bill : but they wiU aoqniewcG in that also, if they ahall determine to keep up tho nationalitr 
i^ VS^S!? ft!;*7^.-;5?^^t^*»"4>W»^t thfi.preaont signs to tho contrair, our nation will, ncvcrthelci^ eie the nezt Preaidea- 
tlaT ElctHtdn. be mote hopeh^ly praUaTcry than ever, unlesa, in the meantime, the nationality of the Whjjr and DoiDocratin 
parUea shall bo broken ap. If party objects are bo dear to Northern Whigs and Northern Democrats— if tbef are so inlkttute^ 
P'W"^*^^^ PogiUre Sl*« Bllr,-nor of tho Nebraska BtB, cittwean thoili !W?m oSr 
partff TOiott with Sootbom;Whig8 and Soutbem Pemocimta— pmy, what of hope remains to ua/rom any other oatiMe oo ih*-' 
Horn and the country, on God and mankind 7— pmy, what crime against these precious interests is there, in all the range of 



coiiLVidiiMi, ami ill ail tUu slunilioUBt: of futiiit t.'\criU, of Hufllcioiit [wwor to iiuluci; tliesi' delutlcU and recklvab liifU to furcj;* 
tlicir i>art>' u'fjects '? 

With Hiich a partv, u wo liovc liero seen your party and the Whig pnrty to be, of course no friend of Tumpemncc, lud no 
other ptfriton h»8 tho ripht to counert hiuiwU— be the ROod, M'hich ho oceka from Kuoh connexion, ever eo jtrtnt. Furthermore, 
no peroon. connccttid with auch » purty— a [mrly, whicli, amonp; Us other aina, holds, that it iu lawful to enalave men — is entitlfd 
to- our vote. I hclievu that Mr. Cfark is n Worthy man ; and tlut he means to be a true friend of Temperance. Nevertheless, so 
lonjf, as ho remains in tho Whig party, I have no right to vote for him. I have no right to hope, titat he will, in the main, go 
ftgtilttsC that party, wliiUt ho is in it : and 1 have no right to ulotlie him with an intlmmoe. which will go to dwcU the infloencu nC 
hi» wicked party. It, on the one hand, to vote for Mr. Clark is to vote /or Temperance t nevorthelesa, on the other, to vote for 
lum lo to vote tor the Whip party. Moreover, if lor the object of remaining In tlie Whig party, he is willing to sacrifice the- 
niove, what assurance can he give, thot he mav, tiot yet, be tempted to sacrifice the cause of Tenipcnince for the same object 7 
K Mr. C!nrk denies, that ho has Bacriilced the slave, then he has, yi-t, to learn, tliat there Is no moro edcctual way to Bacriflc* 
the hUvo than to ramoin in a great political party, which holds that his ensUvetnent is lawful. 

So far from regarding it as wrong to connect the cauae of Temperance with a political party, nothing, in my eyes, could 
l)c more proper than to connect It with a righteoui j>oIitical party — with a party aiming to realize the idea of ajuot Clvi! Qor- 
emnient— a Government, that, imiwrtially. protects all clasBos of its BUbjocts. Tho cause of Temperance needs political action ; 
•nnd ohuiild aei'k it, nt tliu hoixis of tho^e, whooe political action ia prompted by an honest aud wise regard for all the intercsta 
lying within the Ici^itiumte purvi-jw of Civil Uovemruent. 

I aec by your letter, that if Temperance raiiet be carried into politics, you would prefer a Temperance political party— a 
parly locking to nothing else than Tempvrance. iJnt a one-idea political party is entirely indefensible. Tho scope of every 
political t»'rty should b« as wide, ne tlio scope of Civil Government ; and ita oojecte identical with tho objects of Civil Govem- 
iiiuiit. To nt-glecL in our vote, every other class of pemons but one, or every other interest but one, is to be grossly unjust in 
«iur vole. Our vote is to have n-gard to the interests of oil classes, and to tlio whole duty of Civil Government. 

1 infer, however, fVoni your letter, that, even if there were a political party, committed to the one eauso of Temperanco, 
and to no other, you would not quit your party to join it. I inftr, too, that you would not have your own party go for tho pro- 
liihition of the trnflic in intosicaling drinke. Vour pit-ty would be less shocked by having your party suffer the dramshop to 
continue its manufacture of drunkardtj, and blasplieinerci, and incendiaries, and murderers, than by having it fail to keep ita relig> 
iouB character in harinony with those "bIow proccescB," which you impute to "our heavenly Father." In short, you would have 
Your pnrty pcrtutt suy amount of sin and sorrow, rather than have it violate its rehgioua oilhodoxy — Its "slow proceases** 
— theologj'. 

Before reading ynnr letter, I had supposed, that you, in common with other politicians, draw a lino between politics and 
religion, and are very careful to keep ali your politics on one eido of tho line, and all your reli^on on the other. But I am, no 
lonj^-r. at liberty to pupposc this — now, that I sec your chief solicitude for your political party is to have its " processes" all one 
with the Bivine "proceesea." I am glad toscoyou curry your religion into politics. They totally mistake (,Bndmore than nino- 
t(.'nths of our profeFSlnp: chnstianB ore involved in this mistake.) who think their religion too good for their politics. No*man's 
religion in better tlian hift politics. Uib religion is pure, whose politics are pure ; whilst his religion is rascally, whose politics 
ure lascally. It is, indeed, cheering, Xn see you intent on making your political party a holy one. It is cheenng, not merely 
becaueo it 'orgucs the holiness of your relijjiim, but becnuso it arrays your great influence against the guilty and ruinous fallacy, 
tiiut a tuan cnii liave one character in tvligiou, and another in politics j one state of heart in the Church, and an opposite one m 
Uic Caucus. 

But 1 have made my letter too long, and I must stop. Sluch as I should bo gratiflsd to have you reply to it, I, Dcrertha- 
le6a cannot hope that you will. Occasionally, in the course of my life, when I have seen the influence of a great man very per- 
niciously mifldirectcd, I have ventured to write him a public letter. But, in no such instance, have I been favored with a reply : 
and, 1 prcDume, I shall not be in the present instance. It may be, that my reputed insanity will indispose you to reply to me — 
tin insanity dating bock to the long time ago, when I stood up. among only a little handful of persons, against the drinking of 
intoxicating liquors. Or it may be, that you will bo indisposed by your lack of the grace of condescension toward one, who 
contented with the obacurity of private life. Or it may bo, tliat your indisposition to reply to me will proceed from some other 
cjiuse. With Mr. Guthrie, with Sir. DeLivan, and with other gentlemen of their position, and popularity, and powers, you ar« 
cvwr ready to piirsue au argument but, I take it for granted, that you will keep silence toward 

• Your old friend, 



GEBRIT SMITH. 



U7 



l>L-,\r. rnu::;p, 



j;^;;Tj;iii;ono, Nov. 1, IG, 





: .liutlof lUUtoJUiiata«oi,S|Or',tUo\powi!rof,,tl)oJ/ygpri;3s,.oyQfnI,oli«oni JI"S tnntlcr of niv rchtion to tim Vn 

(.r, Mr. Gm. .son .and ^tl,cr.pro.oi,,».A aW.IUioni.ts, con(lesconScd to nouco mo in tK; t^&L' Sffl-' J^o^^^^^ • ' ' ' 
" Rcsofcod, that wo heartily regret tho rcfuBal of our rtccn! ardcnt fricnd, Hon. (inrrit'Smith "further' li -e'rio tho rn„«„ 
or ,tl,o wprcEwd, m the Conncis of thi. nation,.aBd hope y,at, fm due rcllf etioo, he ■»»}• vet ™St CTio'^illS lifwS^^^^ 
or aiiTiour'o b1cc|., for the cause' of down-trodden and iiuflbriiig hmna'nfty." ' " " I'y- ™fVictual», 
. ,1 rausli thinlt, (liat, .llOKcter^poor m<i yalueleBS my,wcH intended fcrvices for my colored brctliron it was in no t..m,-rl 
.rrpiMr,l,u^,,iivvpryi-cspcct, nipst ,ui)s,-acioi.3ani(mainl5Hiso w^^^ ,?'°'^''.P"^?.';".'?=?>,'t »'^''■.,','> ■}» «-3pcct, 

■ ■ l-BjltliOiKay, itlia.»oBcctonil'o,,tbal(ithQaVnIitioi)i5t64iavM^^ 
:They.taliUitlio,lV,l).igj)si)«rs, ,nnd,iiqa4 tliflm,, and^bclioyctlioni: ;i34tG 

tlioy lincw of cacli other, but iii tlie light of what the Wliig papc'ri toll t.,ti 

l.Varyr .tbo,»))olU,ionist3 will Btill,|ioye.it, Jbat.tlio Wliiga aro nearly related t 
' l>caift; a«,li»1i;,b;-othe|d;,,and-,Uiey;wiU ,l;a,vo.it, tQO,"tha't tjio '.tnistirortliiliii 

near. Hence, tho lacl, that abolitiouistB h.avo FO=littla confldenbi iil'eibli VlWri-for^iw mi£rJu?M7d'Vn^Mt»V^^^^^^^^ 

cpnndeoco. And from this fact comes, the further fact, that tho public have but little cmnd"ref in abrtioms ^-fT""? tiu!- 
■icfuBC to-conhdo m each other-, tluj-pibllc will, naturally tefusoto confldo-inltlicm;: .1 icaSily heed idi?tarthi,?iih r,.^^ 1,^^^ 

lMao.^llnli.Vtaa^)•grcatly,,^■^d.Cca^l,y-lhoIacl^ -'^ 
. „. . I.-.wMlUfiV)-, in this cojincxion, 'that I think no better of tho DdmroraUs thanT do of tho-\Tl.iiis. ■ Tlic Dcmocnl 1 nr., 

aucr till. lVUig.i got tli-j-people inlv tlic habit ol I lining fault VvitK mo, nothing I.co'uH s^- "or do ,would shit tjic' ticooh. ' TI 
IVh.gs got mo going do.vn-lilU: 'and, then; I received i. rapid vqioVo^iieEa fron( 'allVides' So m^^^ 




inii}^Uiit'>- ofToncea I was kictcil, in some insUncca — the GarriBon aVoiiUohists of Ohio full upoa me, b^cauflCj. on the floor of 
CongmB, I treated all the members of Congress, as gentlemen. Surety, t^ere in cot another person, of whom thoy would bovd 
complained for hit conformiDg himself to tbift oonvcDtional dccbrumt^a conveDtional decorum, which ia observed every other 
aBBequbly, as wuU as in CongrMs ; and by Garrison aboUtioniata,' as, much as by any other decent pe«>pl«. Nevertho loss, 'for my 
bavtug done what crerr one 6f them is ciTtl euoagh to do, they actually resotred, 41 their late meeting In Ohio far as'I roc- 
ollect the tenor of the RqboIuUoi^) that I am a grand corrupter of thejiuhlic 'monlsl Bat I do not blame thewiKOod people, for- 
their harsh Resolatloii. The public habit ofcomplalmngof my courae in Congt^a was so strpngjthat they cbuldnotlceeplhehi' 
wtlres from sliding Into it Besides^ as.tbey bad passed a Resolution, two years iSeforu, that t was an apostate from thoantlslaTD' 
ry cttait, they were strongly tontited to pautm I^eaotoUon now, which should be somewhat in keeping with that. But I repeat, 
that I do nbtbTame-themv - 1 hold WM^ respMUlbla for Itall— for theybegvn ttaU. Nor do I feel hard toward tbb Whigs* - 
Poor fellows I they have so many other sins to answer for, I shall never hurt, nor hate, them for their sins against me. 

t wiU here say/that I waa stnickwilh IholnflOenco of the'Whigpress'ripcn i Oonsidering, that I 

was one of the 1-ery earilest sotdiers in the TemponwKo •nay ; audtthat 1 wab making Tempuraace.speftchea in.,Washingtoa-i^y,- 
(and what was a new thing) iaCongreds itself, and cousidering, ^uretnrpr, thatl waaemlaavorit^to brings the members uf Con- 
gress under the good influenoQ of a cold-water dinner tablp *, I did flatter myscU^^that X abouldiliavo -;he^ sympathy and.commend'- 
ationofthe Tempenmco presa. I confess, that I was not altogether destitute of such reward..* NiverthelesB, the caaeof some, 
of the Tomperance newspapers, the reward was overbalanced by complaints of my course on the Nebraska bill. Far (UBbreu't ' 
had been Uieir treatment of me, had I been a Whig \ and had tlie Whtg pt^as led, off in praise, and not \n disparagement, of me. ' 

I could not but observe the influence of the Whig press on the religiqus'presa slao..->. I carried into.CongtcBS tlte religion 
of JesuaChriat My speeches ocknowlodgod il« claiou, and ff^ere imbued with its spirit. . NbrerthvleBs, there, wero few.oC th« 
relt^ouB newspapers to give me their uountonanoe : and some ofthem relished and rzpeated. thb miarepreaentations ojT th^ Whig 
press Concerning tne. Perhaps, huworer, the unkind aepoct of tho roligibus presif toward me ^tM not all of \Vhig Intlu? noe. I 
have -not^ for these twenty years, been an espocittl Civorilo with the i-cllgiouB press. : ■ - , , 

I said, tha^ II was not in respect to the Ncbnwlni bill only, tliat ray Gohgrciiiilonal life is complained ot Another cause of 
nompUint, and the only other one I will refer to in thia letter, is the reiii&rk In my speech on the Mexican Treatv, that l AbOuld' 
b»i wiUlnKto have Cuba come to us, "even if she shall not previously abbliah hei' BlaToey. • This remark was the odcfcston of a' 
fresh onaiauscht upon me. Many Whig papers wore, nuw, severer than ever upon hie: and the Natioual Era arid other ahtislnvc- 
ry papers, walch niid spared me thus fer, could oprto me no longer. The Era vras,' of course, temperate and- cdiirUSous— for Its' 
editor combines with great ability the bearing of a gentleman. ' There Were' some antialavery papers, however, whlfeh epoko tery 
unkindly, and very coarsely, of nte. I liad, novr, become, in the esteem of soch papers an open apostate from the hbly cause 'of 
freedom. They declared, that I was, no longer, fit to remain in CongrcBS ; and that they wore glad of the resignalfoh 6f my 
seat. The National Antialavery Standard was ver«f ill-nntured towanl mfe ; ■ and even Mr, Gacnson, though ho -sald'lKithing 
himself against my much censun^d position concerning Cubaj consented to co{iy into bm Paper some of the vtinr tiglioat'thing-j, . 
thatweroBaidagalnBi.lt. • • r . » 

But I will delay, no longer, to come to your review of this poflltion. You put the very wor^t possible, conalVnClldn' 6n- 
it, I am not, altogothei, surpriBed, that you do. The >Vhlg misrepresentations of my course in Congress Imd' prepared ibo 
pubfic mind fdr such o&natruction : and that, notwithstanding- your friendship (o'e me, youy love of juatiee aiid your cattdor, yo\x 
should, insensibly, sympathize with that state of the public mind, and bo, insensibly ,'biassed by it, is not Btiwg^^^ ' ' - "'' ' 

You, totally, misapprehend the position, which yo,u so soveti'ly and utharly condemn. ■ X Wisb thtt.yWi had>' before re- 
viewtng it. Addressed interrogatories to me, concemiijg its' mtianiD^^' ulsdly wtiuld 1 have iitswur^ thbm.'' You Will say,'thaC 
I shoilld have fully explained the positjon in the speech. In vrhlcb t to-ik it. Oh, I wiah -T-cdiUd haye hud time M do sol * i 
should have been glad to have consumed a whole day, in doinfe ao-^ii whoi* Say, in tjdiMng to Ooogrta* of llnma«' HghtK,' In this 
conaeiibu'. But' look at my circumstancea, inthecase. ,The Mexi^ain 'fr^ty waatip.'' I' got tho floor. Tho,dt>^te, wisiWni 
£neil to two days : and it was, now, tho evening of the Be<ia^rd day ';; and a number of speakers were to follow mtiV ^No 'apeaker 
is allowed tu oxce<*d an hour . and. in such circumstances, far losa tnan-an boar was ray fbll sharv <>f the time. Mor«;ovbr, what 
I had to say of Cub4 was m connexion with tlie pupely Iciideutal topic of Ujtj "Monroe" doctrine"r ' 1 could, iherfifore. bUtgliiico ' 
at Cuba. >..-.. r, >i ... , . , 

I do not find fault with your position, that there atij no cohdilibns (pijovidea alavei^ has not been previously nbo'isljed) 
on which it is expedient for us and Cuba to bo blended into one nation. I^crhaps, yon'fu^ tight, En this pot^itioiu Ai any rfiti!, as 
thfreU not the least probability, that such blending will ever take place on the'tertna, wUtch I proposed, I nxa notai.alfaiudoUs 
to convince you, or others, that it is eipedientj that \i should take ph«».- Ha'd' you' stJ^ppod here, X Bhould have, had no bontro- 
veray withyou. My judgment J hold as cheap, as you, or any other person, holds it : and I should, hive fcU no proinptibjfS of 
amblUon, or pride, to prove, that it was not at fault, m this iijatarice. ' 'But yoo'are very fat from atop^ng hore. You j^o on to 
argue (,and that, indeed is the great of your Review,) thati was gmfty 'df * 'flagrant otence against the Divino Ifaw, In'con- 
aenthig to the union of Cuba with this country. So fisgrant an offence, as you make i^— so obvioas an bflbnco. ks ytAi toaktj it— 
I could, hardly, bo guilty of, without giving room to dm in question my integrity aa an aholitiomst, and as a chiistian. 

Now, I beg you to lay down this letter, right here ; and, after yoil shall have divorced yourself from tlie public prejudice 
against my speec)^ and abandoned your foregone concluaion, that it must be a very wicked one, you will bo lireparcd to read it, 
careflilly and candidly. So readit—andyon wiU then leomfirom the BpeMhitseiriust what t did sayi and you will then hold 
me tesTOnaible for that, and not at all for what the newspapers tell you T si^d ; and ndt at all for your imaginations of what 1 
aald, 1 pause, till you have so read the speech. 

And, now, taking it for granted that you have obeyed my request, ahd learned what my speech really does say about Cu- 
1>a, you will agree with mo 

1st. That I am not amenable to the charge of being ttjtlibueiert — for I did not propose to get Cubi'Ilito tho Union, cither 
by whipping her into it> or by buying her into it- . 

2d. That, BO &r from my proposing, that the Governments of the two countries should stipulate for" the continuance of 
aUverv, I did . not ao muchaa propose, that these- QoTemmcnts, or any other Govcrnmetats, should have aught to do In negotia- 
ting the terms of the unloa.. I treated with contempt the idea, that uie voice of the Cuban Government Is eesehtial in the mat- 
tery and I lud down tho doctrine distlttcUy, that, in the dividing of this tiation, or in the uniting of it with voice of 
the G overnment of this ootmtry is not eascntial. 

3d. That the only- umon of Cuba and this country, whichl proposed, was the tinion Ofthcjftopie of Cuba with the people 
of this country; — a union dictated by the icteieat and choice of the two peoples, and ib take place, whether Government willed 
it, or not. 

Sardy, you on^t not to vender, that, I have here spoken so lightly of the authority of GovemmentB, Ton have, for 
maay years, known, from my- writings and speechaa, that I re^rd theae Govemmentq a^ usurpations, and as conspiraoiea against 
' human rigfata, rather than Imtfmatti Civil GoT«nun8nt«< The Government of this State, so long as it recogn'izea property in 
nuD, or makes color a diayiauflcatijcw ^r the «qjoyznent of rights, morita neiihar the honor, nor the name of Civil Government. 

Sorely, toa yon oo^^t not t^wtmder. that, wheal. Bpaak of the people, Xindude the enslavedj aa well aa the free. You 
were present on the memorable occasion, thirteen ypara ago, when I reported my " Addraaa to tho slaves and you, doubtless, 
nsoollecU that the grMtdoctri' lof the Address i& that ncni do not cease to be of the people, whon they become slaves; and that 
they forfeit uone of tiKir rights by iWinx under tM of slavery. It is true, tliatyou and some other great and good men, 
!who wera also pTBsent, w«re ao atartlftd by tlw bold and norol pOKtions of th« Address, as to vote agaloBt It. But that is a rea- 
son, why you should remember, rather thui why you shoulil forget, its doctrines. 



And, now, my dew fricnJ, is the apeach in queation »h« wicked speech, which yon thought it to he, wheuyou rcv]en-«dit ? 
Is it wicked forthepoor'Blftvesof Cuba^lhe'tnroiftafflk;ted iiQd outn^d or nil bki^s—to desim to caat in their tot witli our 
alBVCfl'). If it is not, then it is not, neceasarify, wicltod forfbeemetf to desire it for them. Surely, you will not, because portion* 
of them are so nnhapi^', aa to be reduoed lo* staveiy, deny, thatMOpIes may unite wilb •(tch otfior. Surely, vou will not deny 
thattheir calami^— the bitterest of aIlc»faiAities-^Bliotiid notbe allowed towork the foHtlturo of their rlghtB. Surety you 
will Mt conaeutj thai Iho w^ong« tfgakist them— the hean^st of all wrongs— shall be pfead against their righu. I do oot eay 
tliat it would be tstpSaiviit for America and IltiDgary to eater bito tin alliance with each other. Bnt I do say, that the ^Kt, that 
there is opprtlssJon! Irt the |W0 coimtriea would ftot make aueh aJlninco necesBarily wicked. The itDiance may he In spile of tuch 
op'jresaion — not in aocortiaMCB w'rth it. It moy be to OTerthroW— not to Bustain — such oppreeaion. If wi^ this object m tiew 
I should favor siftb alHaiK*, yoo( wouW not denouno& TDe,aB affiffftint offender against Bearen. Bat as well mieht roa so de-' 
n-junre me in that eme, as in the cose of my fayonng, ,w}(h thcfiKe object in view, tlie ani^n of Cuba with America. 'l say with, 
the like object : atfd 1 sm sure, that you will not im|nl'.e to Ue the opposite object of strongthening the bands of the oppressor. 

The doctnno of yuQr B«view Is, that it is sinfal for two mtttons to become one, so long aa there is stareholding in both or 
hi either, of them.' Adofit, that it is so, wtioQ the GoTemraents— the Govermnenta, that ordain, and uphold, the slaTen- — nego- 
tiate the unicn. But thffuiriou, whi-A t jusiify, Is to he bronght about by the peopio, and in contempt and defiance of their sUre- 
holdiog GoTommonts. Admtt, too, that it is a ein for the people to accomplish euch a union, unless the interests and desirea of 
the stayee are consulted. But when those interests and desires call for it (,und without that I would ever protest against it,) is 
tlMi union then sin 7 

To deny, that two peoples may dotae together, so long, as their nsnrping GoTemmenta are holding « portion of them in 
slaroiy, is virtually to hold the ofthappy slaves fespolwible for the detiliam of such Governments. Their coming together may 
be the only hopeful way for the slates to escape from stich devilism, and gahi their liberty. But according to your theory, that 
wfcy is forbidden to them. So, according to y^r theojy, two peoples may not come together, if any portions of thorn are op- 
pressed by land-monopoly, nor, indeed, if they are the subjects of any other Governmental wrong. 

Strange as it is, it is, nevertheless, bo, that, all throi^h your Review, you treat me. not as arguing the right of peoples — 
oven the most oppressed, broken-hearted, and desolate among them— to unite their fortunes and make common cause; out as 
sreulug ths right of their usurping Governments to cotitinue their crimes against thcb subjects. Hence, you interpret me to 
hold to such a union of Cubn, as shall obligate me, on the score of good faith and couBistency, to refrain, ever after the union 
shall take place, irom calling on Government to abolish Cuban slavery. I can but wonder, that you should think me either so 
ignorant, or so depraved, as to Uy ntyeelf under «uch an obligation. The writer in the Free Presbyterian, whom you quote, is 
oven more outspoken, at this point; than you arc. As he vi«wa the nnhtn, which I advocate, my voto for it would, necessarily, 
expose mo to " the cbargo of cotluaion with slavery 1" 

There Is nothing iu your Review, that I more regret than the port, where you leavo me Ojpcn to the suspicion of hypoc- 
risy, In tho Bfecch la question, I anttdpated a speedy tennmation of American slavery. You mtimatc, that this anUcipatioa 
in m conflict w.th my well-known etato of mind on that point. I supposed, that you were so familiar vrith my writings and 
Hpi'echQft on that iwint, as not to forget, that I have, for many years, held that American slavery is short-lived. Those writings 
and tiDeechcs abundantly show, that my despondency in regard to American slavery proceeds, not from my anticlpationa of its 
jcng life, but fiwm my antici]iationa of its violent death. 

I need say no moro. T'ho docti'inoa, which I incidentally glanced at in my speech on the Mexican Treaty have, long, been 
preciQUB to mo j and I have, long, sought to make them precious to my fellow abolitionists. They are doctrines, which I can 
never surrender, so long, aa I continue to recognize \a the slave all the fulness of rights, which belongs to any other man, and, 
so lohg.ju'.I hold the people superior to the usurpatiopa and conspiracies, which, under the stolen name of Government, have 
got the con^t;rol of the people. To haTO "Whigs and Bembcratt confound these doctrineB with the motives of Jilibuetert^ vulgar- 
politicians, and o^fico-B^cfcert, does, In no degree, surprise me, nor wound myhearL»or distiirb ray good nature. Bnt I confess, 
that I do fepl grieved — ay, and sometimes indignant— *whcn I find my, fellow abollflohists, by whose side 1 have stood, and suf- 
fered, and sacrificed thiAo twenty years, falling into thic mistake. I am >vcll avwe, that there are narrow-minded ahoUtion^ts, 
as wcU' aa. narrowmin'dod other man—abolitionlsts, who will insist on nmning all IbhoUtionista into one mould — the tame monld 
of doctrtnei, thoughts, and wordL These are the one^idea aholitionists. Of coursi, ^e abolitionist, who thinks for himself— 
iind, that too. on n great variety of subjects — must suffer not a little^ when he falla Into the hands of such aboli^onista,.and his 
charact*^r and proportions come under their forcing and stereotyping proceu. But there are large-minded abolitionists, also': 
and I am, always, very ead, when I see ihem allow the spirit of bigotry to invade tJwlr nohio nature, and tDmafonn them into ' 
ilUborat and unchantable Judges of their fellow abolitionists. 

I hppoi'that both yotratud the public will pardon this lettftr. ,t dislike to ApI>VV ia defence <^ myaelf : — and I. very sel- 
dom, do. But inoessantly assailyd aa I am, at every pomt of my'ccnduct and chaiMter — and, that too, by both friends and 
foes — it s^ms excusable, that I should, now and then, speak for myself. If, howewrt ^ ''^'^y ^QTer defend myself, stUl may I 
not, as I have done In parts of diis letter, defend great and chcriiihcd doctrines, when 0\fy are struck at, through myself? 

With great regurd, 

jwur friend, 

OJJRRIT SMITH. 
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. ■ ' ' PfiTKRBorio, January Sth, 1855. 

Hon. H. C. Goodwin, M. C. 

Dear Sin, 

I am happy to sec, in tlie procceilings of the IlouKe of Represcutativi'**. 
the propoBition to take up the Bill for tlic relief of the Bufibrcrs by French spolintioiia. I am not amoiig these sufferers : anJ. I 
do uot know, that I have a relative among them. Nevertheless, I deeply desire the Kuccess of the Bill. Pardon mo for askiii)- 
you, to inquire into the merits of the Bill, if you have not done so already. I confoss, that I am all the more free to take thi* 
liberty, not only from the fact, that you represent my Congressional Di.stiict, but from the fact, that you occupy the scat, which 
the pressure of my far too extensive private business compelled me to resign. 

■\Ve must remember the condition of our country in 1778, in order to estimate rightly the value to her of tlie Troatie-=. 
wliich she made with Franco, in that year. The American cause was then struggling through its darkest period ; and, unK'^s 
help should como, it could never emei^o. Help did come — timely and abundont help. Those Treaties brought it. Frann- 
joined hands with us. Our liberty was achieved : — and the Americans, like the delivered Jews, hod light and gladness and joy 
and honor." 

But the deliverance of our country did not suffice to fulfil all the obligations of those Treaties. We were bound to 
Franco, as strongly as Franco was bound to us. France had served us : and it was, now, our turn to serve her. But to pcrvc 
her, as tho Treaties required us to servo her, could only bo at vast expense to ourselves. 

France stood faithfully by na, and expended, in our cause, much blood, and some two or thm; hundred millions of dollars. 
But when the hour of iier necessities came, we did not stand by her, as our Treaties required us to do. She had abundantcauMo 
to complain of us. But I admit, that she, soon after, afforded us as abundant cause to complain of her. She pirated upon uiit' 
ships, and plundered our commerce. Not ten millions'— perhaps not twenty millioiiE — could measure the damage, which slm 
thus did us. It is true, that she committed this crime, under great urgency — under temptations not easily resisted. Europu 
was combined against her : and she robbed our ships to save herself from starving. It is true, too, that she, always, confesncd 
tho crime ; and, always, promised reparation, when she should bo in circumstances to make it. It is, also, true, that she did 
provide for it. She provided for it, by releasing us from our obligations to herself, in consideration of our releasing her from the 
claims of our citizens, whom sho had plundered. She ceased to be the debtor of those eitieens ; and our nation became sucli 
debtor, in her stead. Our nation came into this relation, by virtually taking private property to pay a national debt — her debt 
to France. I do not complain of her for doing so. I complain of her dishonesty, in never paying for this private property, 
llepeatedly, has she been called on for payment, both by those, who lost the property, and by their children and children's chi l- 
dren. Oflentimes, they have como near success. Once, tho Bill for their relief passed both Houses of Congress : and the chief 
reason, if I recollect, why the President vetoed it, was, that wo needed all the money in the Treasury for prosecuting our war 
with Mexico. I trust, that tho time has now come, when these petitioners for so long, delayed, so obvious, and bo needed , jus- 
tice will succeed in obtaining it. 

But there are objections to the payment of the claims in question. The first is, that were the claims valid, they would 
have been paid, half a century ago. But we must bear in mind the poverty, indebtedness, and various embarrassments of our 
new-born nation, during the first part of the present century. It vras as difficult to pay our debts thep, as it is now easy. More- 
over, it must not be forgptten, that the principal proofs of tho validity of these claims lay undiscovered among tho files of tint 
State Department, for some twenty five years. Had these proofe boon brought to light, when we had a fresh and strong sense of 
tho much, which Franco had yielded to us, in return for our exoneration ofher from the demands of our injured citizens, we would 
have paid these claims, notvrithstanding our small ability, at that time, to pay them. In connexion with my reference to tint 
long concealment of tho chief proofs of tho validity of these clauns, I would state, that of tha twenty five Congressional Reports 
on these clauns, all^ that were adverse to them, wero three made during that concealment. 

The second objection to tho payment of these cliums is, that, even if they were -valid, tbey are now quite too old to be ac- 
knowledged and paid. Such was tho objection, as long ago, as when tho ctief proofs in question wero discovered. Even then 
the sense of tho immeasurable value of what we had received from Franco had, to a great extent, died out of the public mind. 
"Even then, it was felt to be cheaper to turn the back on these claims than to acknowledge and pay them. But if the age of tho 
claims was so influential an argument against them then, much more influential will it be like to be now, when that ago is doubled. 



But the argument was not theUj nor is it now, entitleJ to any influence. At the bar uf a sound oonRcience o just claim in ncvpr 
outlawed — never obsolete — never stale. We have been guilty of a very deep wrong, in not paying these claims, long ago. Shall 
we also be guilty of taking advantage of our own deep wrong, and of making our unjust delay to pay these claims an excu&o fur 
disowning thom,and casting them aside? 

Another objection to the paying of these daima is, that they were provided for under Treaties, aiiBsequont to the Con- 
vention of 1800 — viz. the Louisiana Treaty ; the Florida Tix;aly ; and Rives' Treaty. My answer to this objection is Ist iTiat itie 
not true: 2d that, if true, nevertheless the Bill provides againut paying any of tliese claims, so for as they are provided for in 
those Treaties : and 3d that, whether tlio objection is truo or false, the claims have not been puid. 

Another objection is, that the claims ore in the hands of speculators, who purchased them at a great discount, and, in many 
instanocB, for a mere trifle. To this objection I reply let that wherever the claims arc, wo should pay them : 2d that they are 
uot in tho hands of speculators, but in the bands of the original claimants, and their desoendants, and the Insurance Companies, 
which lost by the spoliations, and, also, to a small extent, in tho Imnds of those, to whom they were transferred by the operatiwi 
of bankrupt and insolvent Jaws : 3d that the Bill provides, that tho purchasers of any of these claims shall bo allowed no more 
than they paid for them and the interest on what thoy paid. 

Another objection is, that our Treaties with Franco were annulled by an Ad of Congress in 1V98 ; and that, therefore, at 
tho time of tho Convention of 1800, there were no Treaties left to set ofif against our surrender of the claims of our wronged citi- 
zens upon Franco. But that Act did not have, and did not protend to have, a retrospective operation. Its language implied 
the full force of the Treaties up to tho time of the enactment, and during most of the spoliations. Again, the Act could have no 
l)owcr to annul the Treaties. It takes as many to unmake a bargain, as it does to make it. Nothing is better settled than that 
one of the parties to a Treaty is incapable of rescinding it. 

T pass on to consider tho most relied on objection to paying these claims. It is, that we were at war ■with France, at, and 
after, the time, when thoy accrued ; that our Treaties with her were thereby annulled ; and that, hence, we had not to purchase 
satisfact'on of the Treaties by undertaking to pay the debts of France, nor by yielding any other consideration. But, in answer 
to this objection, we say, Ist that we do not admit, that these Treaties could bo annulled by war : 2d that vro were never at war 
with France — war never having been declared — general reprisals never having been authoriecd — tho provisions of Congress be- 
ing expressly operative, only "in case war should break out" — the Courts of the two nations recognizing no war between them, 
but both holding themselves open to tho citizens of both nations : 3d that if the Convention of 1800 did not recognize, and abro- 
gate, the Treaties ; nevertheless, as amended by the additional article, in which " tho twtf States renounce tho respective pre< 
tensions &c." our i^vommeut clearly becamo responsible to satisfy the claims in question : 4th that, even if tho Treaties wero 
not in fact binding upon us, nevertheless wo certainly did discharge France from those claims, in order, that we might be releas- 
ed from the Treaties ; and that, henoe, it is not competent for us to devolve on the claimants the loss of our bad bargain. 
'Whether the bargain was good or bad, but for it the claims would have continued to exist against France, and would have been 
paid by France. 

Only one more objection to the payment of these claims remdns to be noticed. It is, that the claimants wore prosecu- 
ting their business — were engaged in their commercial pursuits— at their own risk. But, if it was at their own risk, neverthelesB 
our Govcnment was bound to seek redress for tho wrongs and losses, which tho claimants suficred. The Qovemmontdid seek 
such redress ; and it did obtain it. But it proved a faithless agent. Instead of paying over to its principals the Indeknnity, 
which it obtained for them, it put that indemnity into its own pocket, and kept it there. Moreover, is it right to say, that tho 
commerce in question was carried on, at the solo risk of tho claimants 7 By no meana. There was not only the general obliga- 
tion of Qovemment to protect, in all such cases ; — but, in this case, our Qovemment had especially bound itself to endeavor to 
got indemnity for losses. At tho time It did so, our Government was so poor, as to bo Titally interested in the continuance and 
extension of our foreign commerce. Its empty Treasury was in tho most ui^nt need of tho duUea on imports. Accordingly, the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Jefferson, upon tho order of President Waslungton, issued a paper, as early as the year 1793, encouraging 
our merchants, who had embarked in this business, to face its risks ; by promising them tho interposition of Government for 
their safety. 

But I will bring my, perhaps, too long letter to a close. We havo seen, that the objections to these claims ore unreason- 
able, and, altogether, imworthy of admission. Wo have Been, that, 1^ every just considoraUon they should be piud. Does the 
Bill provide too large a sum for their payment t The sum is fiur too small. It provides but five millions of dollars, though the 
claims amount, including interest, to probably thirty or forty millions of dollars. In the year 1800. our Ministers offered a mill- 
ion and a half of dollars to purchase our release from two of the Articles In our Treaties with France. But France would not 
have sold the release for treble that sum. She did, however, discharge us from all our Treaty obligations to her, in consideration 
of our discharging her from these clwms of our plundered ditizens. It is noteworthy, that tho million and a half of dollars 
amount, with tho interest thereon, to ior more than the Bill proposes wo shall pay. 



I must not omit to remind you, tlint thonuthority of many of the greatest names in our early Iiiatory — names both of Ju- 
rists and statearaca — even Marahall and Madison and Jefferson — is on the side of the undoubted justice of thcso claims. 

In the name ofjusticc, of humanity, of decency, lot not Congress again turn an'ay thcso meritorious claimants. If wo are 
not willing to pay them ten milliona, let us, at least, be willing to pay them five. Let us pay something on thcso claims, whilst, 
as yet, there arc grandchildren of the original suficrers to receive it. Most of thoso sufTcrers and their immediate descendants 
have gone down to tho grave : and, in many instances, their last years were years of bitter poverty, because of our injustice. I 
repeat it, let us pay them something, cro not only tho original claimants, and their children, but their grandchildren also, shall 
have passed beyond the reach of our returning senao of justice. Let mo hero remark, that our Government has provided indem- 
nity, to tho amount of many millions, for other French spoliations on our commerce, and for British, and Spanish, and Danish, 
and other yet spoliations on it. But no provision lias it mado to relieve the sufferers in this instance. Cruel discrimination I— 
and as causeless as cruel ! I said causeless. It is worse than this — for tho chiiras before us are especially obligatory — are pe- 
culiarly sacred. 

But it is not alono from regard to the claimants, that we should pay thcso claims. It is also due to tho honor and the 
heart of Franco. She inflicted a deep wrong upon many of our citizens. It is true, that, at a gilcat price, she purchased repara- 
tion for this deep wrong. But the reparation was never mado : — and, until it is, not only will her sense of humanity bo pained, 
but hermerit, in purchasing tho reparation, will lack its crowning glory. I scarcely need add, that our own nation will bo dis- 
honored in the eyes of other nations, until we shall liavo performed this duty, which Franco bought us to perform ; which, now, 
whilst our Treasury is overflowing, it is so easy to perform ; and which cannot bo postponed again, without manifesting a stron- 
ger insensibility thao ever to the calls of Justice and humanity. 

Respectfully yours, 



GERRIT SMITH. 
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HoM. WILLIAM H. SEWAED, Pmnwino, M»»li 13, 1868. 

Mr SUR Sir, 

Tear and philanthropic enirit, having a r^markau" ^fgoj^ji'^f^^^ Sly ?im™ted^^^^ '^^^ 

*» CM account for that unpopular and wlMonyliig identlfloation. snort ol a Uigh-aoulod devotion to tha cauK of >h 

™^ Speech on tho Fugitive slave Act. It is emphatlcany an intellectual Sr^r.h n,.» ir r ■ ,l 

without appearing Egotistical, it does not, in all respects, come up to mv eiDectons of r u 7 " I ""y "V !*, 

occasion. The "ewsMpers said so much^u pmise Sit, Wt I hop^d l£ Sd^y^^^^^ h^W °° "7^ 

f round on slavery. Bat it s much lower than d.at, wfiich I had soDooKid vm ? 1. " "'8^?* y""" 

«ler.l Gowm^ent all right to meddle vrith sla,^rex»pl whemTh^ «°ln1i™ fu'^^diL^ Tu?k*^„tr 

propoao no greater dlsturbsuce ol' her cherished'" institution" than thirsneech iSSf^N^^ S?' ^""'uf 

ftarfrom tho mu»i of abolitionista-for their standard of antlslave^ SicmWut litK'anv &Jwt^^^ .hawiythins to 
an thalr favorites and heroes, Uiere is hot one, who enjoy, so much^lf ttTiJ^d^'^'d l^g^ i^TouT' 

™f«Sryinr^«S?lt^«.%?^*E ehort a distance, to the way of delivering tho sluvo J Pardol* 

Ist. pf your flOso views of law. 
2d. Of your falsa viowa of human rights. 
3d. Of your nose viiws of the provinco of civil government. 

s^^T^Mrt^^erofifhL''™^^^^^ 

««. would have give way, «,d humTdeme" thrt yoS wouId^W trium^^^ human nature, that 

g^-m-rer.^^^^^^^^^^^ 

than haou rights l_nothiug hi more trifled with than sirsd SLSIod Y^! woi t^a?^i»1iSu«i^lils°'l.f^'"' 



eonstnt, that Qovernment should emancipate tbe slaTes of the D'lBtrict of Columbia, provided this criminal — this higher povrar 
—in other words, the people of the District — are willing. That ia, you consent, that Government ahall do Its duty — ita ab- 
Bolute and most commanding duty — whenever tho;^, who aro least wilting it shall do it, shatl give their consent. I admit, 
that you would promote their willingness by paying them money. But 'this only makes the matter worse. Qovernment 
is ever to act upon its own consent — never upon that of another — least of all, upon the bribed consent of another. Let m© 
not be misapprehended, at this point. T would myself havo the notion share with the slaveholder in hia loss by emancipation 
—for the nation has encouraged slaveholding, and sought to profit by it. Nevertheless, emancipation, being an absolute doty, 
is to be granted, free of all conditions. AVhether tho slaveholder shall receive money, is a question wholly foreign to the duW 
of emancipation. That duty is to bo discharged, whatever may, or may not, follow it. 

That you would not have slavery abolished in the Staten, without "compensation for damages", is not at all strange 
since you attach a similar condition to its abolition in tho District of Columbia. Nor, since you virtually deny to the Federai 
Qoviirnmont an nnconditional right to abolish slavery, even whero it has exclusive jurisdiction, is it at all atrange, that you 
deny, that it has any legitimate concern with slavery in the States. 

I need not say, that the Federal Constitution leaves tho whole system of American slavery in the hands of tho Federal 
. Government. You will yourself admit^ that it is not its words, but only their proslavery construction, which toacb the con- 
trary. But, whatever this instrument in this respect, it will have but one interpretation among us, by the time the Federal 
Government has got heart enough to abolish all slavery within its exclusive juriadiction:— and that interpretation will accord 
to it ample power over all American slavery. More than this— tho day ia not distant, when the Governments of Christendom 
will agree in regarding slaveholdeis as hostea humani generis — as outlaws, whom they are at liberty to pursue, if need be, 
across both Stote linos and Constitutional lines, even as they now pursue pirates, into whatever sea, or lurking-place. 

I wonder, my dear Sir, that your ^elf-respect does not forbid your submission to the popular idea, that it lies within tho 
power of Government, as Government, to enslave men. I wonder at your virtual admission, that your own modt essential and 
holy ri^ta, instead of being inhorent and absolute, stand but iu the concessions and grace of Government. How can you tol- 
erate a doctrine, which would clothe with the nanio and reverence of law the enslavement of yourself, and wife, and children? 
I know your hatred of slavery — and that you will say, that a law to enslave men is a bad law. My answer is, that it ia no 
Ipw. I know, that you will say, that such a low should bo repealed. My answer is, tliat it should be trodden under foot. 

But w« are all apt to deceive ourselves and it is possible, that you deceive yourself, when you suppose, that you really 
regard shrrery as law— as law too, which is so sacred and obligatory, as not to be repeotablo, save on conditions, that are well 
nigh iinpos&ible:. Perhaps, after all, w-eru it proposed to make men of Saxon, instead of African, blood the victims of slaverr 
you would bo among the very first to scout the idea of li^w for the outrage, I think you would bo. I think, that, in such' 
ca&o, you would sooner <countenanoe tbo idea of a law for murder — murder being a less wrong thou slavery, as you yourself 
wouiu.decide, were you called on to chooee, which should bo tho fate of your children. 

In a former port of my letter, T attributed the superficial character of your antislavery to your erroneous views of law, 
find human rightB, ond civil government. But, perhnps, it is only in connexion with negro slavery, that you entertain these 
views. Perhnps, it is only because our slaves are of African blood, that you, who trust, that you are pui^ed of the foul and 
accursed spirit uf caste, can be so patient under their wrongs, and can consent to tho interijosition of well nigh insurmounta- 
blo obstacles in the way of tho removal of these wrongs. I must believe, that, were a portion of our white brethren to be- 
come slaves, you would be exceeded by none, in demanding their instant and unconditional liberty. One thing I most certain- 
ly know, and so do you, that were you to propose, or to tolerate, any delay, or any conditions in that case, you would never 
again be re-elected to tbe Senate. Your popularity would be all gone — gono forever. 

Alas, my deeply insulted black brother I And what is far rtiore lamentable than your insults is, that you, my poor blade 
brother, still hope for help (torn those, who mean to be, and who believe themselves to bo, your friends, and whom you b^ 
lleve to be your'fricnds, but who, nevertheless, make these deeply insulting distinctions ajpiinst youl May God (Uspel your 
delusion. Man cannot. I havo, often, seen, and with anguish, that it is too stubborn to yield to the power of man. 

The speedy and bloodless end of American slavery is the desire of your Ireart, as well as of my own. But to seek to ac- 
compilBh this object by such slender means, as you rely on, is as vain, as to angle for Itjviathan with childrens' pin-hooks. The 
power of truth and honesty can alone sufBce to overthrow such a deep-rooted, wide-spread,; and mighty evil, as ia that, which 
we contend againat. But there is no truth in the doctrine, that slavery, which is the most rampant and guilty enemy of law 
is itself taw. Nor is there honesty in the doctrine — for no one will admit the doctrine, when it is turned against himself 
and his own neck is claimed for tbe yoke of slavery. But strong as ia our enemy, our victory, nevertheless, would be auro 
and easy, would we but consent to discard our superficial and politic expedients, and to call to our aid the weapons of simple 
truth and simple honesty. Wielding these eSective weapons, we could not fail to make a lodgment in tho conscience of the 
slaveholder ; nor fail of that inspiring Belf-respect, which is another poworfnl element of bucccbs ; nor lail of what is mora 
than all else — the Divine blessing. 

But I must close. Think not, my dear Sir, that T would ignore, or underrate, your services for the slave. Ton have of- 
ten uttered good and brave words for him : — very good and very bravo, considering now trammeled you are by your connex- 
ion with a party, which, if only because it is a national party, must, necessarily, be prosl&very. When I ask you to do better 
things for the slave than you have done, I, notwithstanding, cheerfully and gratefully, acknowledge what you have done for 
Urn; I own, that you stand, as an antislavery man, very ur above most of our statesmen. But I would have you stand still 
fiirtber above them. Kejoicing, that you are on comporativoly high ground, I, neTertholeiB) using vrorda of the sacred Book, 
iro^U paij to you afiectionately: ^Friend, go np Ugher." 

Bespectfiilly and cordiaUy youn, 
, GEERIT SMITH. 
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Pkteruoho, July 17, liiOS. 

To the Neiv York Tribune : 

I IiATc just rood what you aay of mo in your ycsbcrday'd Number. 

Tb|0 prcsft CQoatiwtljr takes grcivt liberties witU immo : — but, I hetiovc, tlio public will boar me witucss, that I am pa- 
tient with those liberties, and (Jo very rarely complain of them. Even with your frequent and gross and influential ra^aropro- 
Qeqt4tiona of 109 I h^^o homo uqcompI^miDgly : — hut I can bo silent under them no longer. 

8a you hftve, at lost, beoD compelled to adroit, that I " was prescpt in the House of BoproBontativcs on the m^lit pf tho 
possogO of tho Nebraska hill| voted agt^nst I wish you h^d made tho admission a year ago. Hi^d yf^i^ (Icuui X 
should proh^hly havQ heep wycd thct pc^ cssity of making a thousand oral and written answers to thosu, who have queatioued 
me, ip reeftect tci my roto on that lull. Ai ii was you, who, more than all others, created tho well nigh universal belief, that 
I was sot In tho House that night, your early correction of yopr miarepresentfltioqs would, pretty cortaiqly, hayo dono i^oro 
to dispel spch belief than could h^VO hpep fjono to i^t cp4 by all others. 

Lat©, however, as yopr admission has come, I am novcrtholesa thankful for it. Overburdened as I ftP wi(h labors, I ps- 
joioo iu tho prospect, that po woro of my tiipp wiU bo conapracd in giving such answers, as I have referred to. My more 
jQyful prospect dotthtlo^s, in the ostcom of some, is that I shall now bo restored to good standing, as an antislavcry nmn. 
But let me here say, oncp for all, that I care not a fiirthing for their opinion of my antia^ve^y chfjnic^er, who judgo of it by 
my vote against tho Nebraska bill. That was the piost popular voto I over gave ; and all tho Iforthom Hcmbpra, \vho voted 
agWQS^ it, afforded nbout mpch proof, ii> sq yoting, of self denial, as they would hftye dono, in submittiog to the peccs- 
aity of e^Ung atrawherrioB and cream. I add, thit tho credit, which tho people give them for " backbone", on account of their 
having voted against the Nebraska bill, shows that the pcoplp have not yet imbibed the firs^ truo idea of 0e bravo and etu 
pendous and Belf-Bocrificiog work of abolishing American slavery. Tho only Members of Congress, who, by voting against tho 
Nebraska bill, earned tho least port of a title o the reputation of having backbone", were tho few intrepid ones of tho South. 
Xndo^d, I must ipsiatj that' the NortherP members, who, in voting for the bill, voted ogwnst tho aroueed Northern sentiment, 
might Cw rather bo credited with " backbone" thim we, who voted with that sentiment. 

But no more in regard to my voto on the Nebraska bill. What, it sconjs, tho records of Congress could npt establish, fho 
Tribupo will, I trust, bo found to have established. I trust, that, hcnceforivard, nil, ivljo hayo refi^scd to hejieve it on tho au- 
thority of the records of CoDgrcsa, will, on the outhority of tho Tribune, believe thfit I did, in(^ocd, vote flgaipst the Nphroekft 
bill- T wish tho Tribuno woulilj also, authorize the belief, that I niado a speochj as well as cost ^ vote, againpt that bill. Apd I 
wish this so strongly, that I now tell it to draw on me for tlireo hundred dollars ($300,) }n qoso it shall cppsppt to put that 
speech into the hands of its ope hundred and fifty or two hundred thousand subscribcra. Possibly in this spe^ich— the op|jr 
one over made in Congress to prove, that slavery is both a piracy and op optlaw— on obomination, which nevpr has beo;i l^w, 
apd which neyer can bo law— there ipay bo found some little evidence of that backbone," which your columns havp K)pc:ftcd(y 
charged mo with locking. 

And, now, thut yott have coosed to miaropresont mo on ope point, and have confessed, that I really did vote agiunst tho 
Nobraaka bill, I hope you will travel on a little further in tho way of justice, and not let your relentings ceaao, until you have 
confessed your deep wrong against me on another point also. 

All others put together have not dono so much, as you h^yo done, to give cprrepcy to tho report, that yfhiht in Copgtcss, I 
was guilty, not oply of deserting tho csujso of freedpm, but of deserting it Cor tI(o sake of the potty Bp|f-in4Hlgonce of paving a few 
hoprs of sleep. To tho fact« in the case. 

When the time had arrived for taking tho vote on tho Nebraska bill, its opponents proposed to combine for tho purpose 
of pravonting the takipg of it. In other words, thoy believed, ttiat there was now an occasion, which would justify them in 
MfMifctng the wheril of gorcrpment, and in anfuriing tho flag of revolution, even on tho floor of Oongresa. I dissented from 
tbsm. Y«i I had even " backbone" "Snough to stand alone in my dissent. The argument, which I employed with my excellent 
friends $3haae and Bumiur and with other Members of CoDgress to justify this dissent, contained not one word on tho subject 
of my aleep. Tho wibstaace (rf it I shortly after gave to my constituents, in a printed letter ; and you commented on it. That 
argument you were bopnd to racelre, as my own jastification of my course ; and you had no right for the purpose of making 
me ridionlon*, -or for any other pprpou, to substitute for it the coinage either of your own, or of ony other body's, fancy. Hero 
firilowa A jsopy of the Argoment. 

" I refbsed to become a party to the plan for preventing tho taking of the voto on the Nebraska bill. This refusal was a 



OB, over ana over agam, oy my regara lor my njpuwuuu, »uu uj mi, uiai, la 4hb<-iuuo « 

ErBiw in ftw Bingiriuily. Heverth^eas — and, that, too, notwithstanding (n>atinacy had never been imputed to me — I was 
R^Ja How wuW I %9 mo^d, wbm it waa my oonviotiona, that iastened me to my position t Teaca before, in the cdm 
iTormy aechidedhome, I h»4*}opte4 the democratic theory— not pownajly wdcoUly wd parti»lly-rbat rwOlywd 



that tli^rSes of tbeUoiise,^^«!mit MB of .whioh Ukmg c/xbfi to«« oh the Nebnaka bill conld be ataved otf indefi- 
nitely wore made for the very porpoea of enabling the minority to hold tho majority at bay, wheijeror it might pleaao to do 
lo, IbaiUi did BOtildimM OM. {'or, iaaeiintplaw,Ibotddnotbeliera, tbatthey vnnmade for ao wrongful— for so 
■ *^S^f^)Ww3!nmd,M»ei^^ Wterod, I, noyerthelw, .co(ddi>»tliro«™oi.t«l.to 

fDr twt pomoBe. There is no pile — nay, tne^ is ao enactment, hoFoyer eolema or co TpiDfnning , tbf t ^ 'iPDKJ^P 
"iMb^-^^iM and aaored minority' prindple ; or, in other words, against democracy itself. 




When I contplatnod, that tlio plan in question waft revolution, I was cTiarged with inconsistencT ; — inconsiotonc^ with my 
well luiown reodineu to rescuo a fugitive slaTe. It is truo, that I would rescue » fugitive slave. Nevertheless, I felt not the 
pertinence of the chaive of inconsistency. In rescning him, I take my stand outside of the Government, and am a confessed 
revolutionist Let it be remembered, that it is only, whilst and where, I am inside of the Qovemment, that I acknowledge 
myself bound to bow to the will of the m^uority. I bow to it in the legislative hall and in the court room ; and every- 
where and always do I bow to it ^ until the purposed execution of the decree, that is intolerable. Then I rebel. They are 

Siilty of anticipating the only proper time for rebellion, who resort to it, during the process of legislation. I Bit in the 
ouse of Bepreaentatives, and near my fellow members discuss, and see them vote uj>on, a bill, which wrongs me greatly. 
Argument and persuasion and my vote are all, that I con, legitimately, oppose to its passage. If it pass, and its enforcement 
be contemplated, It will bo, then, for me to decide whether to rebel against the Qovemment^ and to resist the cnforoemont. 

I need say no more, in explanation, or defence, of my grounds for refusirg to go into the scheme to prevent the majority 
from bringing the House to a vote on the Nebraska bill. I will, however, before leaving this subject, advert to the &ot, that 
for rofuaing to go into this scheme — into this physical struggle, which continued through thirty-five successive hours — into 
this strife to see which party could go the longer, without sleeping, and eating, and, I would that I could add, without drink- 
ing also — my reputation for fidelity to the ontislavery cause has suffered not a litUe, in some quarters. Moreover, it is not 
only in this wise, that I suffered loss by refusing to follow tho multitude on that iwcasion. My reputation for S: sound under- 
standing, poor as it was before — -and poor as that of every radical and tmmost aboliUonist must continue to be, until abolition 
shall be in the ascendant — is far poorer now. It is, I suppose, for my singularity on that memorable occasion, that a very 
distinguished and much esteemed editor tells the world, tnat I am ' deficient in common sense.' I am happy to believe, how- 
ever, that this editor will readily admit, that it is far better to be < deficient in common sense' than in common honesty : and 
that, when he shall have read this letter, ho will clearly see, that, with my views of the comprehensive and sacred claims of 
the majority principle, I could not have gone into the combination in question, and yet have retained common honesty. I 
was a fool in this editor's esteem not to go into it. But he will, now, perceive, that I would have been a rogue, hod I gone 
into it. He will, now, be glad, that I did not go into it. For much as he values knowled^, he values integrity more. Aud 
were he, now, to meet me, he would press my hand, and thank mo, that I played the fool, in preference to playing the rogue. 

By the way, will not this editor idlow me to remind him, that when, a little more than three short years ago, I went into 
different parts of our State to speak against certain Senators for their daring to prevent the necessary m^ority of the Senate 
from passing the Oanal bill, he had no censures, but rather praises, to bestow- on me ? It is truo, that he and I both desired 
tho success of the Canal bill ; and that we both desired tho defeat of the Nebraska bill. And it is troe, therefore, that, whilst 
my principles worked for his and my interests and wishes in the former case, they worked, (at least, as some thought,) 
ogi^t them, in the latter. Was this, however, a good reason why I should not allow them to work In the latter, as well as 
in the former cose ? I ask this editor — I ask the world — how it was possible for me to fall in with this policy of preventing 
the vote on tho Nebraska bill, unless I was also prepared to revoke my condemnation of tho like policy on the par^ of the Sen- 
ators, to whom I have referred." 

Now, I do not say, that this argument, which I have here copied, was sound. I leave it for you to it : — and yon will 
•say it, on the very first occasion you shall have for saying it. It is not improbable, that, within a few yeare, the opponents 
of slavery will bo in the majority in both Houses of Congress. Then they will undertake to repeal so much of the Nebraska 
liill, as repeals tho compromiso lino ; and they will, also, undertake to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. But the 
advocates of slavery, pleading for their precedent the revolutionary movement for preventing the vote on tho Nebraska bill* 
will resort to a similar movement The Tribune will, of course, denounce tho factious, rebellious, anarehical conduct — and, in 
denouncmg it, will fulfil my prediction, and virtually indorse my ailment. In vain, however, will it bo for the Tribune to 
denotmco that in its foes, which it justified in its fliends. Then, too, many a one, who was in Congress with me, and who, in 
his zeal against the Nebraska bill, forgot what was due to the great democratic majority principle and to the dignity of a legis- 
lature, will clamor against others for doing the very thing, which they had themselves done — for playing a game, which one 
has as good right as another to play. These gentlemen will, however, avail nothing by their clamor but to be laughed at for 
their impudent inconsistency. In that day, mino will bo the only rebuking and healthful example — unless, indeed, as I, this 
moment, think was the fact, there were two or threo democratic members, who, though voting against the bill, did not go in- 
to tho combination to prevent the taking of tho vote upon it 

But what as to the foundation for all tho fun — and some of it very ill-natured, not to say malignant fun — which you and 
others have made of my going to bed at 9 o'clock? It is true, that it is my habit to go to bed at that early hour, and it is 
also true, that I do not admit that I am at all the worse for the habit, physically, intellectually, or morally. But when, or 
where, have I plead this habit, as on excuse for any part of my conduct on the Nebraska bill ? Never — no where. It is true 
that I have occasionally said, that the physical struggle, which the Members went into, could, no more than does a duel, de- 
cide which party is with the right It is truo, that I have oocaaionally said, that if questions in Congress are to be decided 
by such a struggle, men of the physical qualities and habits for such a struggle, however weak or wicked they may bo, are the 
proper men to send to Congress. It is true, that I have occasionally said, Uiat, such being the mode for disposing of ques- 
tions in Congress, I, who get sleepy at 0 o'clock, and who have consdence against keeping myself awake by drinking a gloss 
of mm every hour, am the last man to send to Congress. It is true too, that I said much against night sessions of Con' 
gresa ; and that I sat very uneasy in tho midst of the gross drunkenness, which abounded in tho Hall, the night of the voting 
on the Nebraska bill. But I put it to your discrimination and conscience, whether, in saying all this, I said, that I valued my 
sleep more than I did the cause of freedom, and that sooner than not be in bed at 9 o'clock, I would fail to record my vote 
against the Nebraska bill. Is it not a very glaring perversion of my words, of which you have been guilty ? 

I am amazed, that you can find it in your heart to persevere in these utterly groundless and wicked misrepresentations of 
me. You are not a stranger to my services for the slave ; and yon know how base and absurd is the charge, that I, who, for 
his sake, have, in every hour of the mght, ioced the howling tempest, and have, also, for his sake, repeatedly foced the howling 
mob, should, at last, be found maluDg more account of a few houra sleep than of my colemn duties to the cause of liberty. 
And, yet, you continue to tell the world not only, that I am guilty of this entirely incomprehensible and exceedingly criminal 
inconsistency, but that I confess, that I am. Whatever may be your opinion of my argument for declining to be a party to 
the device for staving off the vote on the Nebraska bill, I am sure, that you believe in your heart, that there was no man, 
either in or out of Congress, who would have mode greater sacrifioes than I to defeat the bill. 

Since I see you ore determined to keep afloat tho slander, that I was not willing, ay, and that I did myself declare that 
I w«8 not willing, to sit up after 9 o'clock, even for the high duty of standing sentinel for freedom, I do not a little wonder, 
that you shoiJd admit, that I voted on the passage of the Nebraska bill. For, in order to vote on it, I had to be in the Oapir 



tol, until botffflen 11 and 12 o'clock at night— perhaps quite 12. ■ Yob, to bo certain of not ftiiling to votfi on it, I had to be In 
my seat not only all day, but until about the hour of midnight. 

I Bald, that I was'&mazed at your continuing to wrong mo. I Admit, that you are tempted to it : and I am willing, hi 
making up my estrmato of your guilt, to make all just allowance for the force of the temptation. I know, that you are 
tempted to hope, that, by showing my type of antifllavery to bo unreliable and worthless, you will succood in destroying pub- 
lic confidence in the whole class of technical and radical abolitionists, and in winning favor for your own sort of antislaTery — 
that half and half, now here and now them sort, which will, one month, study its interests by swelling out into big words 
against slaveholdera, and which will study them, the next month, in being as busy as a bee to seduce tho dupes of those big 
words to vote for Henry Clay, or some other slaveholder. In the light of what I have here said, your abuse of me, whilst 1 
waa in Cong^sa, and your abuse of me ever since, is no mystery. And yet, after mitigating your offence by every proper al- 
lowance for your temptation to tho offence, I am constrained to say, that, had there been magnanimity, though ever so little, 
among the elements of your character, it would have sufQced to overcome the temptation to fall upon a man like myself — yes 
even a much stronger temptation than that to which you havo yielded. For I am a man, who has no hold on the public fa- 
vor ; and who is, always and every where, spoken against, ridiculed, reviled. I have no party, no prosa, no moans for defend- 
ing myself. Tho meanest Whig, or Democrat, or Sectarian, from tho fact, that he has a party and a press to help him, can 
succeed in starting any, even the most extravagant, lie respecting mo. Ay, the very abolitionists will believe it: — for tho 
poor credulous, simple souls have not yet faith enough in each other to shut their ears to lies about each other. The New 
York Tribune, with its imposing pretensions to candor, can gull them to any extent it pleosoa. To gain an unjust victory over 
an isolated, hel' less man like myself is indeed very easy, very temptingly cosy : — but is it not as ungenerous and mean, as it 
is easy 7 

I notice with whot contempt^you speak in your yesterday's editorial of my brief Congressional life. All I havo to reply 
is, that I did what I could, wfiilBt in OongresB, by my lips and my life, to servo the interests of freedom, and temperance, and 
peace, and humanity, and religion ; and that for having done so, I should, however small my intellect or influenco, have been 
respected, and not despised, by you— commended, and not calumniated. 

I would send this manuscript to you, were it not, that you have, within the last week, refused to print some twenty or 
thirty lines, which I sent you, in reply to an ottack upon me in your columns. Since you refused to print those few lines, you 
would, of course, refuse to pnnt these many lines. Eihould you, however, consent to reprint this letter, I will cheerfully pay 
your charge for doing so: — and none the less cheerfully, because of any ill-natured comments, with which you may see fit to 
accompany it. No comments in the case can change the facts in tho cose. Tho facts, unchanged and unchangeable, will live, to 
break through and scatter all the clouds, which you have succeeded in collecting upon my reputation, and to work out, in the 
end my perfect and triumphant vindication. They will livo too, to stamp broader and bfoader, deeper and deeper, disgrace 
upon you, until you shall have completed the i-etractions, which you have, at last, found yourself compelled to begin, and until 
you phall have confessed your sorrow and shamo for having yielded to tho temptation to slander one, who, not only has no 
advantages for defending himself, but who has shown himself to be both patient under wrongs, and unwilling to inflict them. 

GERRIT SMITH. 
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SECOND LETTER OF GERRiT SMITH TO THE NEW -YORK TRIBUNE. 



PETERBOfto, July 31, 1855. 

7b the New York Tribune : 

I havo but juet now returned homo, after iv week's tour in behalf of our Maine Law— 
that excellent Law, which yoti are dcfen'iiug bo ably and so influentially. Thia accountB for a day's delay in thanking you for 
publiBhing my long letter to you. It was manly m you to publish it; and it will bo manly in you to publish thia alao, 

Tho cditorid, with which you havo eeen Ct to accompany my letter, does, I confeso, both Burprieo and grieve mo. It has 
made bad worse. You have but multiplied your wrongs againat mo, instead of blotting out, by tho rcpeutanco I had hoped for, 
both tho effect and tho sin of thoGO wrongs, which you had proviously inflicted on mo. 

Let ns first, howovor, to your allegation, that I have wronged you. You hold, tliat I "broadly Bin against tho truth," in 
chargiijg you with being the chief and most responaiblo propagator of tho calumny, that I did not voto on tho Nobraska bill. 
So far are you from confessing tho truth of thia chai^o, as virtually to claim, that your columns havo vindicated mo from tho 
calumny. This claim cannot fait to astonish your readera: — for they havo all believed, and believed it too bocaueo tboy wero 
your readers — that I did not v,oto on the Nebraska bill. Moreover, they havo all believed, that why I did not voto on it waa 
because, in my low Bclf-indulgence, I prefen-ed sleep to duty. I will not deny, that you "publiahod moat prominently at the 
time" my voto on tho bi'I, provided your copying tho record of tho whole afllrmative and negative voto deserves to bo so char- 
acterized. But whence comes it, that in spite of your doing bo, your renders, including even tho abolitionists — tho forever silly, 
because forever "Whig-cheated abolitionists — havo, all along, believed, that I did not vote on tho bill 7 Of course, it comes from 
tho facC, and most naturally too. that you have spoken, bo oxpressly and strongly, against my ontislavery integrity, and that you 
havo, also, repeatedly Gpoken in waye, which, to Bay tho least, imply, that I did not volo on it. All this necesEarily had tho effect, 
both to prevent and to erase, bo far as my namo was concerned, any impression, which your record of tho voto waa calculated to make. 
For all this, when it did not havo tho effect to lead your readors to assume, that my name waa not in the record, did havo tho effect 
to wear out their recollections of having seen it thero. Doubtless, the Now York Herald did, also, publish tho vote on tho 
Nebraska bill. But, inasmuch as that Paper represented mo as having gono over to slaveiy, and m being engaged in purchasing 
ft Southern plantation and in stocking it with slaves, thoy, who beliovo what they flrd in its columns, wero not very liko either 
to receive, or to retain, the impression, that I, a fresh convert to slavery, voted against the Nobraska bill. Now, your readers 
beliovo you, perhaps oven more than tho readers of the Herald beliovo it. Henco, when thoy woro reading in your columns — ■ 
ay, in yonr very editorials — at tho time of the agitation in Congress on the Nebraska bill, that I was giving algna of utter apos- 
tacy from tho cause of tho slave, and that the slavoholdora, having covered mo all over with tho slimo of their flattery, woro 
about Bwollowing mo entire, it is not at all strongo, that tho more fiict of ray name's being in tho record of tho voto on tho 
bill should havo little or no infiuenco apon them. . 

But I have not done with defending myself against your charge, that I havo wronged you, in holding you up oa my princi- 
pal calumniator in tho case in hand. About tho first day of the present month, tho base charge, with unusually base accompa- 
niments, that I was liot present at tho taking of tho voto on tho Nobraska bill, appeared in your columns. On tho 16th instant 
you retracted tho charge. But you know, that, to this day, you would not havo dono eo, had you not been compelled to it by 
my prompt denial of tho chai^. Tlxat denial you refused to publish : and even tho miserable thing, which you gave to your 
readers in its stead, was not published, until you had given the slander a full fortnight, in which to send its poison through tho 
public veins. 

So much for your charge of my having wronged you. I havo shown hovir entirely baseless it is. It will never bo renewed 
by yen, unless, indeed, you shall como to surpaas even yourself in draughts upon tho popular credulity. And, now, to your * 
froah wrongs against mysolfl 

let. You DceU to cover over yonr gross injustice to mo by declarations of your uniform " kindness" and " tenderness" to 
my " errors" and " weakneasca". That I am an erring and weak man, and that, as such, I greatly need " kindnosa" and " ten- 
demeas" - at tho handft of my fellowmon, is cheerfully admitted by mo. Nevertheless, there is one thing, which I neodovon 
moro than "kindness" and "tenderness". It Is justice. Justice I must have. I can accept no substitute for it. If you vriU 
give mo that, I wUl bo content, even though -you shall not add tho grace of " kindness" and " tondemesfl". But pray what do 
you mean by your profeasiona of " kindness" and "tenderness" toward mo? If but irony, or a more joke, I moka no complaint. 
But if you intended to havo them taken literally, and oa sincero, then aro they the moat impudently false professions, which I 
havo over known. 

2d. You cheapen my letter to you by representing it to bo tho fruit of on uncoutroilablo tamper. I admit, tiiat the words 
cf an angry man aro entitled to all tho leas consideration for his being an angry man. I think, however, I can safely say, that 
if I Lave ever disgrcced my manhood by exhibitions of anger, not my neighbors, nor oven my family, know it. 

3d. You conplo vith my name eccentricities and "monomania" ; and I confess, that I am sorry you do. Desiring deeply, 
that iny efforts in aid of tho great and good objects, which I cherish, may tall as for as possible, I am always p^^ed, when I boo 
them crippled by encountering tho public suspicion, that I am an eccentric and insane man. I hod begun to hope, that, as 
Temperauco- and Freedom wero getting so wall advanced among us, I should soon bo entirely exempt from this suEpicioUk I 
Speak of Temporanco and Freedom — since it Tf -a not until I became a Temporanco man, that any one did so much as hint, that 
I am eccentric, and sinco it was not until I become an abolitionist, that i was ever called a madman. I was well aware, that I 
might havo saved my reputation for common sense and sanity, had I consented to be a moro moderate, or somewhat qooliflsd, 
Temporanco man and abolitionist. But it still seema to me (,pcrhop3, however, only because I am still eccentric and insane,) 
that I flhoiUd, in that caso, havo been a loss consistent, and as tiroo would provo, a less useful friend of Tempenmco and Freedom. 

There aro many Sacta in my Temperance and Abolition history, that havo favored tho chai^ of my being 'eccentric and 
mad. Tho Ihct, that, although it is nearly thirty years, oinco I espoused' tho cause of Temperance, I have never, sinco I cgpoused 
jt, cHowcd myBclf to vote for any mari-for tho offico of Superviaor, or Justice of tho Peace, un^ I had first ocOTrtauied, that 



ho would i-cfiiro to licciihc the salt: of intoxicating dnnlis, Iiaa favorcil this charge. The fact too, tiiat, for more than twonty 
ycaro ftiid even ns far bad:, ns ^vht'ii my immediate emancipation (.1 was ahvays an iinmedinte cmancipationistj) wno clogged' 
by my coloniz-'ilion, I came under tlio conviction — r, conviction immcdiaU.'!}' tmnalatrd Into practice — tliat, omoiig tlio Bupplios 
of my fiimily, there ought to bo iione--iio clotli, no rice, no sugar, no rotton— that arc wet vnlh the leara and Bivcat and blood 
of the poor tolling aiid nnpaid ulr.vc— Uiat fact, too, gavo countciir.iicc to tho chai-gc of my bein;; un eccentric and crczy man, — 
I believe however, thattlio day will como, when Biich facts will bo regarded as perfectly consistent with n rational opposition 
to drunkciiuOBC and slavery. Another fact, which favored this charge, is, that, at a very early day, I bccamo porsiinded, that not 
only no Blavoholdor, however intellectual or amiablo ho may be, ia capable of representing my views of civil government, but tliat 
no non-B^avcholdopiB, whoso views of civil government can bo roprcEented by a slaveholder. Uut pf this perauasiuu grew my 
motto : " Vote for no slaveholder, and for no one, who docs vote for a ulaveholdcr" : — a motto, which, aa it proscribca all Whigs 
and Democrat3,brings inoundePthediBfuvorof all Whigs and Democrats. Th''j motto I have never failed to honor at the ballot- 
box^ Hundreds of thousandu of voters will, I belifvj, honor it, cro long. I wish you might bu among them, instead of neutralizing 
your teGtiraony against slavery hy admitting, every now and then, that yoa would vote for a slaveholder. Possibly, tho clearer 
light^ which shall reveal to you tho reauonablenes.! of tin.* motto, will also reveal to you the reasonabloneaa of many oUior things 
in my life, which havo pnsEed with you for eccentricity mid madness. Pardon mo, if thcso lines ahall, liho somo in my former 
letter, savor, in your esteem, ofself-Iaudalipii. I loatho sclf-landation: but my loathing of it shall not deter mo from self-defence. 

■ 4th. Tho way is now prepared forme to take up tho principal one of .the fresh wrongs you,^avo dono me, I call it tho 
principal one, becauso it is an imputation upon my inr;cnuouGncs3 and veracity. I addressed o. letter to my conatituonlp. It 
was both written aud published in Washington, and not, aa you rcnrcficot, at/ iny honio- Jij ono part of tho lettcr.I present my 
reason for refusing to join- with tho minority to prevent tho taking of tho voto o^ tho' Nebraska, bill. Huq rcnflQniV,-as,.th3t tho 
minority haH no right to baffle and control tho majority. In my lottjr to you Isot thiafofth a&D>y only rc^spn. Yo't say, tlmt 
E had another reason also; and you add, that I avowed it ra my lett.or to my constituents., This other rca^on,for not joining; tho 
minority ia,as.you declaro,that to join it would interfero with my bedtirao. And. now to tho trifilof this iSsup. Hear; first m;t 
-argument, that. I hod but tlio ono reason, which I stated in my letter to you j, and tlion wo will hear yours^ that, in my letter to 
my consUtuontOj I confe^sedj that I had ono more-. , , • ■ 

lat. My ontccedohtB-T^spccially what 1 flpoko and wrote on tiio aubjeCbofourScnntora' rcfoBing to voto on tho Canal bill, 
end on their withdrawing from tbo Schato Chsrabor^prove, that I had but to bo confilstent wi th ray own theory oC civil govern- 
ment, in order to rcfuso to go into the combination for staving ofF tho voto on tho NobrasUa bill. These antecedents ijIbo prove, 
that my. cameatucs3j in behalf of tliis theory at this point, needed no additional conBiderations toinduco mo to carry iC out. ' 
■ ■ ' 2d-' Then; nro tho Membcra of Congreas, who urged mo to go into tho combination, Ask Senators Chjiso arid. Sunuier, oc 
any othercf 'tKom, whether tlwy ovorhoaiid rao give a reason for not going into tho combination other than that, which I gave in 
my letter to you. T/iere too are tho gentlemen out of Congress, who ar^ed tbo case with me. Ask Preston Kin^, oc any of 
them, whether tboy over heard mo give any other reason. Thoy vrill ijll reply, that I gavo no other. 

3d, Look at tho recorded procecdiDga of Congress. Thsy show, that I waa opposed on, principle to tho combination in 
quesUpa— for thoy. Bbow, that I voted againat the devices, to cortfiUme timo and proTcnt tho taking of tlic vote on tho bill. Tboro 
is thO'rocoi:d.of.my votes on tho.flidoof tho proalavcry njajofity* Yea, this record Ebovcs that I Bat> andTotcd with that goilty 
majonty. Publish, if you please, in tho moet strongly condemnatory tenris, that I woa found, in that mcbaorablo stro^le, iti 
proalavery company — In the company, of men, who werc( guilty of ono of tlio most stupendous and atrocious Bwind|iDga. over 
known. Holdmo «p, if you please, to overlaating detestation for ajl that ; — for oU that is true. Only do not jwrsiat in telling 
of mo, what It not true. '*,,,. 

4tb. Thorfria my letter to my constituents. It speaka for itself. It girca butj one reason for my refusing to join- tlio mi- 
nority in trampling ou tho rights' of tho majority. In using such language, I meoli no reproach on. tho minority. Thoy qc^wl 
out their conscience, and I mine. Thoy thought, that thoy ^pcro Upholding rig^, whilst I tfaought; that thoy were trampling 
on rights. 

Wo ooroo, now, to your argument for showing, that I avOweJi in my letter to my conatitronts, two rcosous for not combin- 
ing with tho minority, on tlio occasion referred to. 'Thatlmay bo certain of doing j-ob no injusticoj l will'copy tbo-wbo& of 
your argimient on this point. 

"By way of Jnstifying himscie and diaprovmg-thttt his hour of going to bed had anything to do with his absSnoo from tho 
Nobraakft struggle^ Itfr. Smith qHotca.a,long passage £pom an address, to liiaeonstituoDtB published on his. rcturiL from, Wnshln^ 
ton and duly copied ia tho Tribujja up tbo time. In this oxti^t bip dbsonco is pii^t exclusively op tha gromid qf pi-iqciplo* Tbo 
coursooftho minority inr^siBting the bill sctjmcd tohi'ra wrong and ho refused to join in it, 'S.hia.vnsfi ail rig^t j ha^ho WKcd 
no other ground wo ffllgbt hjivo tlro'ught him mistaken, but must hftvo respected his fidelity to his conviction, . Bot^tlys woanot 
all. In a par* of the vary same address, which hi tile present objurgatoiy letter ho^ takes care to cnnK,. ho used thofottowlog 
words in roforoiico to ft letter of his whictbad been published : 

. ' Jrt Isaving (ftfi Nabrcaka bilt, Jviltbricfli;.,Tcfcr to tho-ccnsuvM lehibh have been cast on mte-ofmy pribate leUers. ■ The 
wliole or none of tliat htter should have been printed. I was sorry to see disjointed parts of it in print. Tho letter, is- not - be- 
foremej but I remember that I spoke in it against nig^ht eesaionao/ Congress, and declared ihatliadthe hoitrofihr,ee in ths 
momir.ff- bScii appoUOod far ia^cir,^. the rote on the NeBratka btUj £a?iocld yiot haxo beenpresent,* - 

2ho passagoof liio priTato lottorabo'vo rclcrredtttwaaiui ibUows-: ■ • ■ "... 
'Suppose our House had appointed thtcao^cloek iivthovvmiin^ a»ihe hotirfor taking the ^dl^vote on ihc Nehfaska iHlt. 
Ichouldnot inthat case have given my vole, for lahoidd have Jcltit to be my duty to be inhtd at that (lOur. Qnv>honyv:ouid 
teii tJiere^p^n/kbilUp <f my abseiice and my^ mussing' TQle? Some<f my friends isould say lipcm' myself; out i •would say on 
ths jimsc? 

Now, wo submit thiil ia Tiow oS those declarations it ia rather dSiEcult to ondcratond tho wirm'Ji oP'Ciicltcmcilt wllh'wlrich 
Mr. Smita now tepela tUo idfiajthat:ho.waaobiwniifroro tba{._roenj.otablo sting^o bccaasohc.Tras^EdtO'bo.i:a feed; Hiyhcr^ ad- 
mits t^t whilooppriw'ehjho.T?;aaoKWao4t<\j(Oinin5iptho,l^ iftthoilooso, ha wftif ajso o^P^sjjd toifc.&Bcaa£fl it 
interfoixd with big bed-time." ■ - ; 

■Nofr, I flabmit, whether, in your sKal to tonrict mo of ineinccrity, you hnvo not entirely confoimdfed cno feobjcct wlfJi fltir 
other. ■ iftither i3io passage you extract ifrora the prfttrto JcttiT, nor that you cort^c't irom tho letter' 'to my bdnstitac^tii^ si^a 
ouo word fllkiCit; the-*? mcmoratrloBtrcgglb'*, in which Iho-majori^ tried to "bring ^o Honso'to a voto on the Netiraska ti^ 'dnd 
thommarityjtricditoBtaTO offthQyoto.. lioi^oi^sc-'^sz^iiZTvSGs^i^thfliahi^ - 

You Bc6 your bltmdt-r. Men, ta abib and logical as yea azt;, haro boon gailtyopbitmdera. Somo of tbem, havo'ticeii rf-ii^~ 
aanlmono enough toconftse them, a*iid somo baro not. With which of tho two clasaes you uhalliiSaitifyjotirscIfrCTiaina tob& 



proved. You voiiturcil to iiiipoficli my veracity. I liavo triuiniiliaiitly viiidicitctl it. You wouhl. (icrliniia, consult your [loiJii- 
larity by rcfitning to pjibliBh, oi* tu^ilmit, tlto vindication. But I hopo yon will prefer to honor youi-^.ulf :iuti to Iioiior luiir.au 
ii.aturcj cvoii tliougli it oliall be at tlie expense of your popularity. 

lint altliou^li tlit'ONtnicli, wliicli you inndc, Uo cntiroly fiiil to couvict mc of any degree of iufiiuccrity or falsehood, for tin* 
leaGon tlmt they do not apply to the subject, wliicli, In your Imstc, you took it for granted, tliat tliey did npply to, tlicro is, nev- 
crthclcsg. another direction uIgo, in which you ugo the KXtracts ngainbt mc. You uau them to prove, that, in a certain event, I 
would, by my Own admleaion, have fiiiled tOToco on tho Nchraskti bill. I admit, that thoy prove it. What, "hor/qvcr, hnn 
this to do with your former charges agiiinst ine'J Theeo charges n.gardcd what I actually did in actual circuniaton- 
CC3. ■ But, no^v, j'ou arraign mo for conjecturing (it could ho conjecturing only) what I Bhould do in certain supposablo 
circuraatancca. You arc ungem^rona. Staco 1 did vote in t\\o actua5 case, you should bo ready to forgive my after suppoai- 
tiona, however fooUalvtluit, id an imagined contingency, well nigh impoaeiblo to occur, I ehould refuea to vote. I do not recollect 
how I como to fiuppoEO this 3 o'clock care. It probably wati to illuBtrato tho absurdity of entering upon a physical struggle, 
which waa to keep IMcmbors of Congress frbra their tables and bods for weeks, ay for months — for, when it was entered upon, 
it wao a common boact, that it thould ho protracted for at least dik montlis, if not indood until tho expiration of that Congress 
in March 1S55. 

It occurs to mo from your language, that you would havo it understood, that had thu vote on thij Nebraska bil^ not been 
taken until after 3 o'clock, I vrould havo left the Houso before tho taking of it. Jly lottcr to my conatitmints ehovySj that I 
meant no such thing. I had in my mind tho outrage and wickedness of oppointing, tho day beforehand, or days beforehand, a 
Bcsaion at an hour so unscasonabhi, that soroo would bo too feoblo, and nono would ho fit, to attend it. Yon intimate, that, with 
a (hshoncst intont, 1 forhoro to quote from ray letter to my conatitucnta wliat it must now bo abundantly evident to you there 
v/aa no occasion whatOTcr to quot-'. I, in my turn; do now chai^o you with omitting to quoto fwrn it that, which would liavo 
explained to my odVantagQ and vindicjition what I meant in tbopart, you did quote. Twill, however, supply your omis- 
nlon, und quote what io necessary to wrvo tho causo of truth, at tldfl point. 

" T might dfloll on many objections to giving my countenance to this throe o'clock appointment. I will detain you witli 
only a fow of them ; and \Yith but n ginnco nt thuso. let. Some mcmbera of Congrefls arc, eitlicr fronj uro or other causeB, too 
feeble tp ho compoUed, linlesa in a cneo of aheoluto npceeaity^ to l^^vo tV,9i? ^A^, at euco .mju^ual hour for Icflving tlipm. 
'2i\. At this sleepy hour, few persons are in a state for thp wise and safo transaction of important buaincBS. 3d, As the fricn^l 
of temperance, both ray Hps and osamplo shall over t silfy against any night-aesBlbii of CongTCsa, that ig not called fop by tli|0 
clearest ncccBBity. "What if tho majority had appointed tho taking of tho vote on tho Nebraska question, inn dramshop 1 — 
Svould you havo had mo present? I trust not. 

But, I shall, perhaps, be told, that were it, once, understood, that tho friends of tcmperianco, and decency, and' good hours, 
rcfuBo to appear in CongresB, tho latter part of tho night ; advantage would bo taken of tho refusal, and that part of tho night 
would bo cliosen for mischiovous and wicked legislation. This supposes two things, however, nnit"her of which, I trust, is sup- 
posablo^ - It8uppOEeQ, l6t, that a majority of tho members of Congress would bo guilty of such an outrago; and, 2d, that tho 
people would bo patient under it. Had the Nebraska hill been j^Esed by calling us from our beds at three o'clock, tho pcoplo 
would haio seen, in this disgraceful fact, another and a strong reason for condemning this bill and Its supportors." 

I trust, that your readers will not construe my words to moan, that I would not have gono to a 3 o'clock in tho raoming- 
session, for tho eako of defeating tho Nebraska bill. I suppose that, for that purpose, I would havo gono to a session at any 
hour. I voted on it not to defeat it— for it was mado manifest aomo days before, that it would pass by a decided majority. I 
voted on it for the purpose of recording my name against a perfidious and high-handed assault on tho cause of freedom. Tho 
voting on tho bill " simply recorded", as you rightly say, in your editorial of 16th instant, " a foregone conclusion". I^et mo 
add in this connexion, that no men was more dotormined than myself not to fail to cast his vote on tho hill; and that no man 
was more careful than myself not to miss the opportunity to do so. It is true, that, during tho "memorablo struggle," I did 
not remain in tho House, as many Mcmbera did^ for tho purpose of preventing tho taking of the vote on tho Nebraska bill : — 
bnt it is, also, true, that T did remain there, and with as few intermissions aa they, watching for tho time, when tho bill should 
bo put to vote — a time, which might como in any hour of tho day or night. 

Just hero I would say something of this " private letter", from which you have quoted. It was fair in you to quote from 
itwhatyoudid — for I had myself indorsed this much of it in a public letter— in my letter to my constituents. But there aio 
novTBpopera, especially those little cur newspopora, so proud in their habit of biting at my heels, that quota other parts of it also, 
for the purpose of damaging mo. These newspapers quote from it to prove, that my reason for refusing to go into tho struggle 
toprovcnt tho taking ofthe vote onthoNobraska bill was, that I would not consent to change my bedtime. Now, v in tho ex- 
tracts from it, which I have seen, there is but one sentence, and that a short one, which speaks of this struggle. Moreover, that 
sentence was followed by The whole ofthe sentcnco is : "I declined cntermg into tho physical strife — into tho question, 

whichparty could do tho longest without catingor drinking". But oven if there were any thing in these extracts, which might 
Boem to make against my declaration — that I assigned hut tho ono reason, which I declare I assigned, for not going into the com- 
bination to stave off tho vote — I should still deny tho right to quote tho extracts against such declaration. 1st. Because, as there 
aro abundint unequivocal proofs to show what was my reason for refusing to enter the combination, it would be illogical, unphi- 
loEophical, absncd to turn away from these to such, as ore exceedingly scanty afid uncertain. I am knovrn to hold -to the anti- 
slavery construction of tho Federal Cousiitution. How unreasonable it would bo to quote, in tho face of tho dccisivo proofs to 
thiscnd, the few lines in ono of my private letters, that might seem to look in an opposite direction! 2d. Thu OEtracts should not 
bo nscd against me, because they are extracts from a private letter — a private letter too, that was evidently written in hasto and in 
la playful spirit. 3d. Estrttcta from a letter do not prove oven its general, much less its precise, teuor and drift. How far these 
disjointed ■oxtractfl would bo modified by tho unprintcd parto of the letter, I do not know, for I took no copy of it. 4th. It is 
importantjin order to interpret this'letter safely, to know what were thojquestionB put in tho letter, to which it was an answer. 

• ^I remembcr them but v?ry generally and very unccrtiiinly. J 

. But I need say no mwe of .the private letter in question. Indeed, so far oa our controvcroy is concerned I did not aeed to 
isay any thing of it — for jxm wero at full liberty to quoto from it what you did : — your only error, at this point, consisting in 
jour tiBOumptionj that tho -quotation referred to ono subject, when, on tho very Cico of it, it refers entirely to another. 

My argument is ended. You find fault witb my rhetoric. I find fault with your facts. I am a plain man, and I care and 

• Smovr comparatively little about rhetoric. But I lovo honesty, and, therefore, do I mako great account of facta. It ia bocausQ 
jou wronged mo.in your focts, that I had to take up my pen. If it ia in my rhetoric only, that I havo wronged yon, then ia 
4ho balance largely against you. 

I necd.not toll you, .that you pro wprstcd in our controversy. You havo too much sense not to know it, and too much 



-jriilo not to foci it. But you h.".vo no ilglit to coiinilalii of tlio !-eau!t, Voiir rcaLlera will Ijuai' iiio wUut'ua, t!i:it I uont luto tlnj 
funtrcvcr.iy Yory ruluctnntly, Tou VM to keep pualiiii!; iiic fur ncnrly i\ year iMul n linif, bcforn yni! iilially miccccileil in pur>Iiiii[; 
mo into it. 

'■IJowaro 

Of «ntninco to n, q^uarrol: but being in 
■ Uctir it, tlint tho opposer may bov/aro of tlico." 

^Yo both UnoiT, and equally noM, that I oboycil tlio former of tlicco two injunctlona of tlio great poet. "Wliotlicr I havo 
oboycd tho latter also, you kcow bettor tliab I. 

Tho "errors", '-'wcakncsECQ", " cccentricitica", " cxcoasivo paaoion" or "monomrnia", whicli you attribute to mo, havo, 
doubtless, had not a little to do in cncountging you to Golcct mo aa tho pprsoa, oa whom to vent your ill liumors, and practico 
your wcaponfl of ridiculo and detraction. From tho rotum blown of ono so crazy, so fooliou, so impotent, as you had pictured 
mo to bo, yoiij of courco, felt, that thero was nothing to fear. Sorry, however, aa is tho plight, in which thia controversy leaves 
you, it, noverthclcsa, is not without ita important inatructiono to you; and co far, thcruforo, you may console yourself, that tho 
controversy is not all loaa to you. Ever horoaftor, you will know, ay keenly feel, how exceedingly unsafo it i9 to judgo, in tho 
light of tho diflpamgiog and bad namoa, which you have youraolf put upon your opponent, of tho raeaaura of his ability to do- 
fend himself against your aasaultn. Ever hereafter, you will bo entirely convincod, that a man ia not necessarily tho poor thing, 
which it has Qulted your flmoy and your interest to represent him to bo. Now, such instruction would bo worth comcthing to 
any body. It is espocially valuable to you, who aeem to havo been bo remarkably destitute of it. 

I observe, that you Kay nothing of my proposition to havo you print tho Speech, which I mado in Congress on tho Nebraska 
bill. I am very deairous, that you should show your readora what wordo I was dropping into tho cars of slaveholdero, at tho 
very time, when you woro making tho3o readers boliovo in my supplonesa to aluvoholdors, and in my baco desertion of tho 
antialavery cause. Uy offer of (JSOO for your compensation wna perhaps not enough. Ilonco, I extend it to l{;500. Tour rulo 
to rccoivo pay for advertisements only shall not bo in tho way of your publishing tho Speech ; — for you may class it with ad- 
TortiBomonts, and yet havo tho ^500. Any way you pleaso: — only get it before the readers of your columns. 

I obsorvc, too, that you mako no argument to Bhow, that I am wrong in denying to the minority tho right to control tho 
majority. I add, that you never wiH, ay never can, mako an argument to that end. Tho passion and prcjudico of tho moment 
may drive tho minority into an attitude bo unwarranted and false. But aa long aa democracy itself eholl remam o truth — and 
that will bo over — bo long also will tho right of tho majority to voto down tho minority remain a truth. 

I closo with thanking you for your wiflh, that I may livo long to improve myself. Bo assured, that I reciprocate tho kind 
fuid generous wiah — and that I do 00 all tho more cordially, bocauso you aro in ouch especial ncod of improvement. 

GEBKITSMITH. 
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Mv Diivu rr.ii;tiD, 

I will v/rita you n fuw r-i::i;3 on i!ul)jcGt'?j f."hic:U 

Sjn.Yo intorcytlHl an, In ccino of our coiiYCr!;atIon[] v/itli cacli otiier. 

Gcvfjiir^i-'nt io a-in_'r^htj' c(V.iC"^tr)r(;rtho pcpplc. , Porlnai, it fihould not bt!) , Fcrimpsj , in a bptttjr comins dayj it ^."[11 not 
, ho. . Pi;rhajii;^, tfajr f;c']Opi tiniltho clinrch nptl^othcr ci^acr-ting powcrp willf j'flt, lc%yo Vittlo room, for. CQPi^"Vi'.f^''t to (noiil'J tlio 
iqhnrac'tt'r of tlio poopl.i;- , Novcrtliolccn, It ia tmy, tlint, thua far in tho worliVfl hSEtory, c'>vcrEiaoiit lias hr.tl no. BrafU okiro in 
fonaii)ijth»i)07)uhrinlod. ■ . ■, ■ '. . 

'i'llki illi tilb'ri allbuid liciiiid lii jiils'tiWc!? k lliglltit tliilli li liUiillirt tiifJtco ibi- ttio ihoiit UnBoftiJit liilbVacaSi; ih M llndiliild- 
iilB pi^oiSyiititJn; islit it lil; llilit £Hb'Ti!!isa bi'ififcu dti, ttJ a ^niiit cji'toiit; gfEfliiiiiiJ tlili(i-iiibhfl^iiy illo iliwfe of M Jilrld; ''iHiJy 
aUvi'ii ijj't'bliyo ri\ViJ,KHd thi^ inU^ witH ItieiiiJ iJiWi/. 'Jhb Etigllali ^ovoriiMtjiii \'M ioi bUi^by: liiiil U foljatvli'd, 'tiltlUti) mf*- 
lisjli''lHioiiiy iv-<ini.l'ot6tcivoi^-. ' l'il£jl3:feli^*i;^'^*'ekiihDii:iWliBiiM,yivt^^^ Mlii i^'bt^ iiilgltillM IJi'cimo liii llbolltlSiiifl^ ',$W> 
qbVet-riiherft oi^.iiit^ ^tktti ivi^ Si)' frn'^ro^S^'to lolterliia, Or.Suiii gikitlif)^. ■Scf.tb'o^'i^t'ilijloi'pixlpi^ lliiti iijil givjVhiiipilt k'itl 
ita fluiiprc^bc Wu'd /tf oH tho vice [' Aiid iviictti U fclliitJ iiiV^^biio tMi (b^oiig liA^ ^ho.-li'^lil'a ^jvivii it ? ^ fil^ it ^iitij tliat, 

Tjeloi-oROjorumcrit uT I'aiirait, liiiit tliuj Ik I'/dmoUmci eo; iihti I adihit too, itfi't,' Boiie£imf!3j g6voiirctmtlfl prorapW^ ^y.^^!^ 
{s\v. But, as n goncral nile, tho wholo pooplij do not capoueo a rofona, until government hak eahctioiiclj it. TKo ifnoio pcbplo 
c;iii36tbomo-Jc!ifomJ!iT3,^Slhtra5tho'hclpoftHoc2:2j:nplaof50TC ' .: ,)- 

' 't'^roctfcd ib otiiuViiJ^fii'iiSoyoUily jii^^^^ to Hifticiifcd Ihl! jfjjidpW; ^ ^lui^ AtoeKlla^ ^O'^C&liiobtfl'ii'o^ ijiilo 

slftvcry,' ' ft li^'iBialcs for U"}'"'pf'bviiiea f Jicuritici liiid ;t"aiiliiti(|3 thi IIcfin'OBticS'etfti-^ ^^iIo 1 ^^ivca tin it^ orin;^^ ajid np!yy^ 
its'VTnolo scit", io il^BtavciiM'ilor U cnatifo^'Kiiii ito ca'tcH Jiia ruiml^ay afiivcL" %Yilh,lik ,ovM hiind, it,o^_h3,m^ 
3lavbiy' io roam.OTor'Einsaaaiil^ l^e^H^^'^a ivitti ital^oWio^^iveo nnil fearW^ Nowj it w iuat'^iwMu^^^^ tio jiraoncan 'eoV- 
cmnicnt ia for Blavei^,iliii;*j^^^ Xmonrai^' pocpio t itnowii wi^^bo dp'nfod, Ifcit |iio North fdrelavo^ -i-j^^T' 

crtlioYess it (a,, i.lcnow ali^'irio ciii;! tojtLo lac^ itiaf^ lie pooplo ot* tt""^ iJorthait |tdlb o'sf^po^ ^^^ffj(i -Mf^^JV^^l^.tfiltiB^ 
o'givinGt yA't'fiont ifol'ng npkmatM|^Etin ngaio^'i^* wbHst^yo^^ ^fll^'fPT!^,^ 

bo acaiptai li? proof of. Uiflir'^olng a^nst.BUjvjy.- i& it Baid. thai jlieh; Ji^da' aro,t|c^ iwid i^t .tlfeoy c^^^ tno'ir 
conn^ iroin tiiia'carM'imil'ropK l£ ia tiicmsolTca/ilicn, tliat iiavo tlod tKbra. Mo'reovor,' tnoy can "untio t^cni,whcnoVor 
thoy shall plcoso to do eo. ; . , , 

i baToattrihiii^^ tho prosiavary iittitiiiio of tho A^ori«m'^op!6 |ii tiio tioJAmetican go_v^onqneqt> 

i);'uV tho pijopio will ^^^^^^ ^ an nVtiUai^r^ (llrocU^^ 

direction. , j L^i fi^Tcmrpc^^ (md't£is'_iiy,, tho poopTc|' w^^ 

EOTcrnment^jn unmUtakaW^ ioim, dxrm thQ not out of Konaas billy,' fciitoiitoitho whole country also, ; . - 

VrQ^fai^si!i36' iBiytli£!rliiflito(i'6f ,ihffodU(sitUig!^fi^ of febvonaiciit;-, Everry whoriJ,'fe«jirafaiafemhbia4^thiltte'l* 
HgHt J aSOi UoSebj liVery tthcj^v ifitJ' ptic^o are ftif ^/ -Blic lot ^MoHamliit tflUa tho gtcfarid, tlii fcat !h iltfftjiiteai'fo? x^U^i 
fttid tB&t ifitt?6&tWAil? 'ATi^^tb^eWtfe flh0dlrf, liftsi'ltiawiiti3fil afeJigtt3diflOl3t&,li6 fiDfctailttcd- W ptaiffijfirf ttltltriiliiiiiP^i^llliJfi oy^cS 
of tip pooglo-wiU quicltly opoajt£>;tho.uDBtiriBaBod fo^^ and wicltcdnesB .of \Yarj-.and they will- then learn lyar no 

»apnJj pad^ore w(uc'nomo», wui , ... : ■ 0- 

■ Agwn— Vihawvct'-giiToninifen? nn^torUkes ftyfcgaEajQiid sheiifertUo balo of. liJ«iidiUii^ drfnki^ Bdff iinilrcVit^iif/ '^^11 
gciJ4rtJly'UoBD,'thD'gKartpatfarfan(l nitfBhJ^fnratSof: of that' ciimo nod aT>i?riai:aU£i^.tien!CtlHiiniiB$o£:thBpTOiil*'h 
tiifetritfblV«9'to etrcljdrjn&^tifidso-vei^? rinuflfrBlliiifii ofthca.bfceoflrtj dWtitsttlKT -Ifflt lotgoToni3rftSrt <!latogG ^oll*? S^^'^'Syi!' 
Biifih kfila"; :Bnd thff {wtopfo will bhaa^ -witll 5t, aaaxS t^Jolta thsf tlio' «ilo IS BtoppedK and^tUotf ^ttacWie' oi" d rirtkirifc CifttMiSttSii^' 
lIqilowt*uf<!cd«'£^'ana'thdy-'JrillrbdiaK{<iQ^^^^ ' ' ' . -ij,/ 

/' j^j^VoiM^lnQt^ 

a! iftwf«I biwrocE^^ovijiri^^ li^^dcodfiJ^'itloeaW oat, ^If pjiiiw of its being a wic^dj^uamosK Hq\ir ^ thoy 

BO much w BTOpcijt^' ^irigbtf^ J.eay. tljo peoplo-r 

fori Ko^yery i^iwrtw^t ?W and esppd^ly iaaiBcpal^llc^ .gqyejrimpnjt.ai^ tho" .pppplo am on?, j tt.Ja fesrdly toonlacb to ftoyj 
thia tho^nmaolter mopif f«Vthat ip would .W innpp^qe^ im^ disio^ii»ct5»'' Irt 'bim to Bet Up^iu^the aoe »>f so bSglr ftathiritj^ oa 
tlitit of gnypy nr'q pt'untpeQploiOyoa one doubt of . tho character of Ma basiiissaf - ■ i-, • ■ ' 

ti?dnEH'tll\{ei^yiiifet;|ife;,^i^fi^^^^ 

dri^'tficmT Nay/l'liMit^CB'ta^'dj'lioi^^ 'Indeed^ itia- 

ao7c?^^ol(yii;-aDi^»o5itldtl^ that'tbo'riifnpditiikcr nahy fcel,? fhatho wicld borgdUty of dlsparsgb% Ih& ^^^MoM'of govehynont, 
raid df tbbldni^tifa nfcgrfitfeforimsi InSaW^rrtnra to thopaterml kindatsss^ Which: aiJiroiiita^pfchHJCd^ iBlf MiA Ih^'fti^ lSi; 
al^'lleiatbobsttoatk^^fui'byfij^aifeoto'tfainfcl^^ - ■■ i- ' ' ' , "- " ' 

- i oriop'thinfe ,'ilmi ^ 
lino VTv of iliQ t^um^^^ 

el^t i;— eborcbiy IcTa proclooa.yiwi" 'dxf^'Jf ^!^* - *^°i*^^^^°^:'*:iT^°^^^i^ P'l^ '^^ ^: 

Laii^ not yctnc^iurodVtap^^ , Jnt rsa^'how wclt it^taati^ Ito' otSefft^^d^jib^'b^^ a ehiiro cf them.,;! 

sah^ that J iTOa oo^;j;ora^^^ tHfeiVftf nojt, ^woyer^ ^ijtrasH.My'ft^^^ my qiis^z ip:^9P^.\9^i^.^9.^^^. 

mq a dtiinhard ;-r,for,' at tlmi d^y "tfib/i^U oCtiitsb' and cfioct wtta not rew^obKd^aft betwoea j^-^rinlcJrt^.MiddrqiilMinneES- 
Rjim-drinkiDg,. boUi^tiiwi'K^di^dar^ ^jrai-bnncsa Miild nbt'bb piim amQng.ita, nataral resnlta. -.^o; Ijwfls^ 

frabidUcn to drinSi/run^' ^f"^ l.T? gtt?0"Cp"». flif> SW^oub^ 

atn^ and to Tritncra with wh^^^ was priTilcgo enough for a.chlld. , The privih^go of df ink- 

ing it myaclf Tvas for my after ycara. That waa a joy and on honor in rcsbrro for my manhood. 



.'Uicli ill iiiy dill. Hi 01.1 J, u.-ir. my ron,,C' L^f tliu pu'r[eii-,iict:i: nm! L^crcdiiCE'i of rmii. Sucli, lua, was llioir snnro of it, \vlii> 
luid tiio f^lKiiiiu- rny childliooil. And on v.-Iidiu ^^.ly it,, tlint the rfsnoi-.-iibility for Ihia dcltisiori rcstt-d int.st heavily 1 On 
ro-cnu'i.'ct. Kot^iiui;of all thin (Iccpdclu&icii ivouhl hav;j oxipted, hr-tl government been (loiu^.nt that time, in respect (6 rum 
u'h'ftt it "liais'iiow begun to do. Government ic, now, bcs'inuins to te^ch, Umt fho drunliard'u driiil: ia flt only to be tliro>vn uwny— 
fit only for tliP thir'^.ty earth to drink (,for, happily, onr der.r mother cirtb, can, unliko her children, drink abundantly of rum, 
and yet not loto her balance nnd Btaseor.) Tn my childhood, however, government mado rum ita pet interest ; protected it with 
c\ci-f caw ; liod i:3nctiOed tho -boinrnation in the public heart. Not Rtrangc is it, ihcn, that I gron' up, reverencing rum. inatcaa 
of despising, and loathing, and abhorring it. ■ ' 

• t need Lay no Lncro to illuati-itC! Iho mighty 'cdHcating power of 'government. And I Gcarcely need add, tint ireuch in thiti 
yowiT, the pccplo cannot bo toO careful lo toloct uono but the viiso andth'j good to -.vield it— nonobut thov/iso and tho good to 
be clvi! rulera.- Let uie, however, hero eay, that tho ballot-bos .;ecme to bo tho la^t place, -.vhcre luen caii-bo rcforracd. Thero 
cluster tho fitrongcst tetiiptationa and there, owing to our fiileo education, wo aro weaker, than in any other cii-cimittr.r.coa, to 
rcjist tcniptations. Gcjod men, when r^Iecting ono toflU their^pulpitmako judgment (lod integrity indisp-'incablti quaUfieationa. 
But tho Eacip good mcn, ignorant and iiifiituatcd in tho cphcro of poUtica, can bo incited, by.party upirit to voto almost any 
challovr and, comipt person into thohigbcRt placo of civil power. And, yet, these good nen profena to bo guided by thoBiblo— 
by that book, which, aa 'abundantly tmd as emphatically, rcciuircs ability, and truth, and rlghtooupncss, ay and holinesB in tho 
civil l-ulcriaii in tho'occupant of tho pulpit." Oh, when will thoprofcsGcd bolievcra in that pi-ccious book be real believers in it? 
■\Viien \7\\\ they chooso for political rulcra "abloinen, Buch ao'fcar God, men of truth, ha^iiig covetousncao AVhcn vriU tliey 
prove liy their' Tofea tlieir belief, that: ':ITo that ruloth over men muBt bo juBt,',i-uUng in tJio fear of Ciod7"— nay more, that tho 
ruler "iatho'miniater of God," and that, concequcntly, lio, and ho'pnly. is to bb Bclcctcd ("or tlio niler^ who ia known to acton 
and net out, tho fjrincipleaof GodV . , , ; . 

After thin long and, perhaps, weariBomo introduction, my way ia prepared to aay, that I greitly iraluc and leva our.Maino 
law. Qno of tho HcaoUitionR, which I had tbo honor to submit to pur lato Stoto Temperanoo Meeting, dQclait;?: 'f That nothing 
can BP ofrcctually aorvo to educate -tho ppoplo into right views of tho eflccta of alcoholic liquors , hold for salo for, a drink, ^and 
into rigbtviowa of tliotiiepofliUon, which is proper to bo niado of thcra, as tohayo government dooiii such liquors to deatructibn." 
It ia in tbo light of tlib doctrines of this Itesplulibn, a.^ well aa'fc'r other rcaoons, that I attribute so' mijch' worth to our JInino 

' Tlib prompt' Bubtbifiaion, tavo ,Ina very few ibcalitica, of thoiyholo State" to'thia law' ia _q yt'ry' impresaivo leeaon of'tho 
ipowcr bfgOTerriirent to cdueato tho people. Tho people haVo aubmiltea'to tho law bacaUBO it ia jaw ;' and they bOIibvo its re- 
utralnta to bo right hocauao it ia law, that tclla them go. , Over tho wholo' length and ^rocdtU of niy County "o liquor Bavo' by 
oDO infatuated person ia openly ablii for'a drink ':— and thiia hleBt by 'tho law would ))0 ovbry County in tho State,' hot excci)llng 
eveii thoCounty of Now Yorkj.wero jtnot for tlio assaults, which eminent juriGta havo mado upon ita toiiatUationality ; and 
itcro it, not for ofGcial unfaithfulneaa to tho'law; and wero it i20t, ulao, for tha CTtensiTO belief,' that tho law permits the'iVco 
fialo oflmporled liquors. ,- , . 

Tho eminent jurists, to .wham I havo referred, hold,, that our Malno JawJa.uncpcBtHuUonal for tbo rcjieon, that it dqconot, 
iii their judgment, provrdd for atich' proceedings, as '^liio proceVo or'Ittw'\ caU^ Iadniit,'tiiafci^^ I lim jnota'^ 
not for mo tp say. whether ouriMaino law docs provide tprauch prqccpdinE^!' i.itlmlttob; that, without oucli' proceoillnga, rio 
Suhabitaat Of oiir^fitato can.bok^^Dy deprived of hta propjirty;: ■;'l"aaiiiit tliiB beeauso bur Stato CbnatS'bJtion *d^^^^ I 
admit Itj' tob; liscauEo ttib Federal Oonatitntibn declared it':— for 'I libl'd, that' tho t'cicr4l'Ooristltdtlou'"de'cUt«aft'aa ^ 
States',' as for tho 5tWrpbfti6il3 Of the Coiintlry; ' That1t"do2£ft<jisi:iiajllfcst''botli-fWim"tht)lcttcr(ind histofy of thocUnao in 
<ia?^t,lop. - iBy^bo way, ! wieh IhOEbcmindtitjuriGts .would bo impartial cnoagb to apply this ;claueo in the, direction of, liberty, 
a3Trc4lai),property;,{\nd tfl admit, that it id o clhiws AO strongly ngaio^t robbing raon of their liberty, or onf(laving.thom,,aa it ia 
egaSast fobbing them their property.' -Oh tl^at It w<;ro as popular and iw profltablo to give an Opiplonfor freedom, as for fum I 
' rhaVo ndmitted'tho tlalm' of theeo eminent juriat a; that certain proceedings ari'cBBCntiali In'oraer'to^epmo a' poraon' con- 
stitutionally of his property. Bu{^ with all deference to their wisdom anil lcitfnIng,*whBt ha9 this claim tb do wlth-tho cbnaii- 
tationality:of our Mftino lawl ; Thta law doops to destcactlon Intoxicatlns llgooi-aj'that aro put on salo for* drink. .-But, na T 
iqtorpret'aqd.viadicatt) it, it asserts. Df^ight to depriveiptraons.or property in sncb liquors, < Asl.mtorprot and Tindicatj) it, it 
ceaertB^o right to doflt»y any property,! .The right lt aa'crta la to doa troy that, which haa ccasetl t^bopropcrtyrrthat,- which, 
lty,inea^9ii .of its miechJevouB and mutderona:pervQCBiQa,jloaB becotcus an outlaw. rltaEsertantJt.tba right |o, destroy ;tbQ Ivtlng 
and useful horeo:— but only, thp righti to.burybiff Putrid and. lafocUouB carcaas, /jjSordooa, iVtuseert. tho .right arbitrarijy to 
outlaw property. All that it cl^ima, at thia point, ia tho duty of goyommcnt to confirm or repeat tho eentenco of outlawry, 
wlilch reason has priovioiialy pronounced.' I fully agreo with that pa,rt of JudgO'BronBOti'a Opinion a^lnat tho law^ ^hich 
anye;-'" that' the Lcglslatilro cannot mako a 'thing a ntiisanco -by merely declaring it to'bo saeh;' ItmiiaiTie "nozious cither in 
'its owa natiiVo, otrrom'tbo'placo tJr'manncr ofkcepibg or'ueing it" "^ad oiir MaJn'elaw'' doomed 'wbeat or com, in Ilciiof mm, 
to d«Plmction, It w'6uld> cleliHy haTo hceii;in -the feco 'of' tho constitutional clause, <jf which httTtfspdlten;!'and tho' courts 
wooV^tii^naforejhaTO-bfloribonnd'tb'd^claro It unconatitutlonal. 'I go farther In agreeing'vritb JudgoBrotfaOn-^o ifitlch far- 
ther, as perhaps greatly to aurpriso you. I subscribe to his (loctrino,-that "whether a thing Is'a nuiaanco or not,' iB a qucatioh 
fqr tho judiciary, and not for tho legislaturo.". I moan by thia doctriuo, t,hat tho flnal decision, ^ofhetbora giyon thEng ia a nuis- 
ance, reals with ^tho cour^ before ^hbm, and not Ijcforo tl^e Iojj!6htaro, aU tho ovidenco in tho poao is appposgd to bbj^reaont- 
cd J anil.wlth'wiioni, nh'd'noi wlUi.thb'legisIattife, is supposed ,to tho superior abUity to pas? npon boih.iaw Jmd ovidciice. 

.This doclripo of Judge Eronson dooB-notvhowercr, stand in tho "wayofcnaotinga Maine law^: Tho Jadga wilVeuroly,iiot 
Uony tho right of tho. Ii>^«liituro tO;prcscribe penalties for nuisances; and ha anroly will not denyits right to declare; thatcer- 
tain things .aro nuisance*. Ho will admit, that the Federal Lcgialaturo had the right U> declare, that selling IlqiiOr to tho Indians 
ia a nuiaanco, and tp provide for ica abatoqaent. Ho will admit, that our State legislature had the right to declare, that liquors 
and gambling apparatus, hrouglit upon certain "grounda, are a nuiaanco, an'd to prOTido for its abatement. All that tho Judge 
will claim at this point, aiid l will \iti\l6 t^ith"'him In tho claim, ia, that if thtJ cdorts shall find, that what the suppoaod Mairio 
lawdoclarCa to bo a nuisiaiico is not auchj tlioy, tho courts, will then byatiiberty to ovorrido tho legialatlon, and 'pronounco lt 
unconslitutional and TOid;' Tho JudgO Is dbubtlcaa content, that, in tho case referred to, tho Federal courts suffered tho Federal 
law td'otandj'tmdthat in' tbo cafio ortheiiquonjand gambling apparatua tbo Stato courts suffered tho Statolaw loatand; and ho 
wilt doubttcEsho content, so far at leaat aB the question of nulaanco'ls concerned, if bm; Stale courts ahiUl, bccansb convinced, 
thftt intoxicating liquora oifdivd fbV Balo' for a ^ribk afo a nuiaanco; an'd not property, uphold our Maino law. ' But will these 
courts bo thua'convinccd?' That ia the' great—and; I nlaoaay, that iatho only important— qucatlon ' in the case. Ohce'lot 
people, legislature, courts bo convinced, that thbeolling of mtbiicating liqwors is anuisancp, and that oil rights; of property 
•therein aro forfeited, and Eiich convictlbii will Jio n Buro baaia, on' which to baild tlio moat Btringcnt arid cffcctivo Mainolaw. I 
add, that no Jlainelaw can be permnnently Taluablfl^wliieh docB not rest on such a basis. ' ■ ■ ' . 



I rcpor.t niy fjucr.tiuii — or rclliur" what is suljstainUilly my <iuc!>Liijii. Should tht couft-i justify t!io Ic^-jiiilaturo for Invirii; 
liechred the forlijit-jr^) ofcll rii^hta of pi-oport^'- in mtouicatiiit,' lifniom [,ut on calo for c tlriul; ? This quoction ii hcst nnGwcrcd, 
in aiuwcrin^' iha question, wlicthcr rc[;son dcchti's cuch forriiilnro': — fur if rcr-con declirca it, tiicu, mauifeatly, tho !!c;^ir):itaro io 
imt only at liberty, but hb&untl, to rcpcit the dcclnration. ' Nott, thct rc:'.Gon dcclatcc it. Id obviouj from thofjct, tint, whilst, on 
■ tho ona IianJ, cich liquor^ do no possiblo QCiodi on tho otlicr, inoro injurj- comco from them thr.u from gH oilier material cub- 
Bb.!icc3 put to;j';thcr. As th:i occi^ion ofcrinioii, nnd te&rs, end death — death this sidoof tha gmvo, and dcath boyond it — tho 
celling of intorlcalins liquora for iv drink Gtanda unrivsHcd. 

■ I aixi prepared to cay, that our courta will justify our Icsislaturo: — for they will not fail to ceo, that reason juctlflca it; and 
ihfiy iritl not fuil to l-^o that, ' in all tbo States iii'ouad U3, tlio people and tho legiilutaro nro coming thua to intcrpwt tiio con- 
. clubiona of rciibon. '^rorcovcr, thoy will I'ecollect. that, ^rlicn tho pooplo of our State elcctod thoir legitilcturo for tlio paramcunt 
^;uipo:.o oi getting- tlio Slaino Ia\r enacted, they virtually declared, that, in their judgment, reason deiTiea ail right of property 
in intoiicating llquorc, v/hich aro held for sab for a drink. Tho last thing to be feared iu, that the courts will dissent from tho 
legislatiiro declaration, tiiat Luch liquors aro a nuisance. They will have too much respect for reason, and for tlio Icgialaturo, and 
for tho people to bj guilty tif auch dissent — too much respect for tho gnut God, and for poor rum-afllictcd humanity. 

Is it Eipprelicnded. that tlio drinking of intoiicating liquors by aorao of the members of our courta will blind Each racmbcro 
to tho attitude of reason in this coeq 7 I am aware, that tho tendency of such dnnUitig, especially if It amounts to a habit, ia to 
bring up mists between the cyo and tho truth. Ncverthclcsa, tho truth, that rtjason pronounces tho ealo of rum for a drink to 
ba a uuiiiauco, is eo glaring, as to bo (lisccmed through all such iniata ; and, I odd, that tbo honesty wo may look for in a mem- 
ber of tho court is enough to justify our cspcctatiou, that such discernment will bo coafcaeed. Indeed, it will be no email ur- 
gum'ent with oor courta in fcvor of pronouncing eucb salo of rum a nuisance, that every person, whoGO vision, in this caso, ia 
unbccloudcd by appetite, or aungo, or interest, not only sees tho nuisanco veiy plainly, but sees it to bo tho grc-atest of all nuis- 
ilnces.- Foi- oiM, Ircgardit as greater than allothcrnuiiianccB put together; and I do not hesitato to eay, that it wcro better 
fot- 'tho community to have this nuisanco "abated, and every otiier allowed, than to havo this allowed, and every other abated. 

It is not a llttio remarkable, that nearly all of these diatingulshcd lawyers, who deny tho constitutionality of our JIaino 
law, havo liBsumed," that tho liquor, which thia law pronounces n nuisance and no property, is property.. In this assumption 
they are guilty of beggicg wtiil nigh tho wholequestion in tho case. It is true, that, among those lawyers, there ia a Judgo in 
tiho Eostern parC of the Stato, .who decs not assume, that such liquor is property. IIo goes into logic to prove, that it la. But 
alas for his logic !. lie ai^ea, that such liquor 13 property, becmse what it wasmadoofwas property. "\Vhat"tho infernal 
macbmo" and tho murdcrer'e torpedo-box v.-cro mn!do of was property, ^yill this learned Judge, therefore, contend, that tho 
sacred rights of property attach to thoso duvilieh destroyers? To bo consistent ho must. Hence, as his logic proves too much, 
it proves nothing. It is duo to this Judge, that I admit, that, aa I havo Eocn but an oxirnct from hl3 Opinion, I may not havo 
represented him justly. 

Tho Opinion of Mr. Dej)iol Lord agalnet tho constitutionality of our Maino law is luuch relied on by tho enemies of , tho law. 
Put if one, whoknowB aolittlo'of law, may bb allowed to apeak freely of a legal pajper draivn up by one, who knows flo much of 
law thca I do not hesitato to say, that this Opinion of Mr. Lord ie, because of the gross errors In it, utterly worthlbsa. 

-. Jilr. Xord regards' thfl legislature, aa having, in the present inatanco, presumed" to moke" and " to criiatb"anu(3nrico,'whorti- 
as it has, oa in innumorablb former inatanccB, but dcclared ti. , nuisance. MorcQvcr, its declaration of a quisanco In thla caso la 
jijst aa open, Ofl aro itfl declarations of o nuieanco in oil former apd in all other cases, to tho revision of tho courta. IfJ in tho 
present instance, tho Icgialaturo has declared that to be a nuisance, wliich sliall turn out before tho courts, not to bo n ilulsanco, 
it is no mt^ro to bo charged with usurpation,' than when tho mill-dam, which it hag declared to bo a nuisance, turns odt before 
iho counts' not to lio a' nuisance.' In tho ono case, as'mu'ch'oHintho bther, It hda but fallenintoim honest' mlatako, wh'ichjinthe 
onticaso, o*rnuch, aa in tho other, tho courts aro at full liberty to correct. Mr. Lord should not havo contributed to tho preju- 
dico agakieti our Jloino la>7 by sotting up this nnfoundcd distinction against It. ■ . 

■ ■ Again, if I understand Mr.'Lord, ho ivould deny to tho legislature tho right to decUro that to bo a cuiBanct, which wafl- not' 
w nulcjuice by tho common law, at tho dato of tho CoioBtitutlon— that ia, as I eupposo, which hsd not, as yet,' been convicted,' at 
tho oommoO'law,' of being a nuiqajicoj — for a thing may provo to bo a nuiBanco,'fl6 thq common law, which has not ydt been con- 
victod of being such.- Tho prinoiploa' of tho common law expand in their appUcationa with tho progress of knowledge. If over 
Sho, presence of potatoes, or mm, sliall provo to be tho cause of fevers or cholera and sraivll-pox, ihen will such prcsoncd be con- 
fcasadly n nuisance, at). Ihq comnion law- 

' : I takij it for granted, that Mr. Lord wonld subject tho courts to tho aarao rofitriction. v/hich Iio has here imposed' upoii -tho 
Tcgialdturoi Honco if tie cholera, in its most maligunn't and wasting form, should nbwbreak oat in tho city of Now York; and 
observatiDn and science should reduce it to a perfect certainty, that some great accumulation of hops or tobacco in tho city wtts 
tho-Bolecauso and' eupport of tho disease — both tho logialaiuro and tho courta would, according to Mr. Lord, bo impotent to a- 
bnto tho Duiaanco. I eappoao Mr. Lord would admit, that tho Constitution might bo bo amended, oa'to shut out hops and to- 
bacco: fiwra the limilfl of lawful trada:-7-bntero Aat could bo accomplished, all Now Yprk might be dead. I need Bay ao more 
to, Illustrate tho unsopndncBS of this dootrino .of Mr. Lord, Wcro, it adopted, it might bo found to etand oadly Sn tbo vfity of ha-' 
moa jHTogress, h,uman bappinoos, andhamanlifo.-.iraddjthatthis doctrluollnds no countonanco in tho Oonetitution'of our State. 
That paper ifnpoeea no such rostrfqtion on either the courts or tho legielaturo : and happily it ia of higher authority than tho va- 
gaziesof Mr..LoKL.. . . ' ' . 1 . . 

■- What I have eaid on that point is auffldent to shovir, that tho sl-Ubg of intoxicating liquors for a drink Is a nuisauco.' I' add, 
that, OB thiols tho most wido-apread and pernicious of all nuisancefi, so tho legislative, or, in other words, tho most'atltlioritii- 
tivo and Iraprossivo, declaration, that it is o-nnisancc,. Is copecially called for. Thoro are, necessarily, ten thousand casca, iu 
whid* tbdlegialature must Isavo it to tho individual to ttvAt as a nnisanco,' subject' to hie rosponsibility for c? ' ■•;'.-.ting it, what 
he may conceive to be o nuisance. But, in tho present instance, and for tho reason I have juat given, the le; - is emphat- 

ically bound to declaro tho nuisance, and to provide for its abatement. Again, if the destruction of tho hqucj.' i.i left to tho 
option and responsibility of tho individual, ho may, under the promptings of Ignoranco or malice, destroy that, which is not put 
on sale for a drink, and which is, therefore, still property. Moreover, having done tho wrong, ho may bo both unabloand unwil- 
ling to repair it. I spoke of the liberty of tho individual to attribute to a thing the character of a nuisance. Judge Bronson 
very properly anys : " A pnhlic nuiEanco may bo abated by any ono ; but ho will act at tho peril oP being able to prove, that tho 
thing VToa in factu nuisance". Iadd.thatlf snch iutho right of the Individual, it surely must bo the right of tho Lcgislaturo to 
enact, that a thing is a nuLsanco, which, in its honest judgment, in such ; — the onacrment being always liable to be overthrown 
by tbo courts. 



. Only a U\r ycli-s inotc, :i.iia Liviily .TUto iri tUu Union will V'c h'iut \ALli d, ru;.'.iiv,' ll vbtjxma no C'cdt, no i!oL ihu !ca .t, 

pi c;,T,-::^ : i vU'iUJ U i-u::!.i:-:o Oiiii pri;(il;;tloii. 'i'l.uy [-, v.'Iii) iJL-Iii-vt'; tli^it- ih'j £c-^ipo.\iuoa c::ii:o wili tul hJop p:ico vvUh tlio gon- 
ci-ii\ :^;)r.il;f,y. Nr.'Lni'il vicsL;\;ijI Uo oVJi'ColiiU, _r.d ci^'it dcido; cUly tii^vIilLo i-aC UiOi'lil tralJi dilvULc^-.' Hiil Lb; liowcvci-, 
in rt^L-j to:ai uniiituml -vice libo I'amMi-iUkltiJ;. I cill it uim:,tuiii, fui- -vLu u_ .-itjlij uJ^« tli^W li; « ii;Uijl„i r^.ijui;i{iijca iij Lilr 
co\iviiii,rcd; cro liKb'it, of iHi-^-Uriiil-liis t^ii b-a ftlimcil. Gliii,t Jd> iU<X CaUUVry Ill cJilJii haiurhl '/Ic;cli, iiiiiiinc'a liij ilio 
appetites, which iUoy ifiiluljiO'oriiblUc; nt'o nr,tiira?. Sat iXi'6 ldhKai.Vidld--li'mV.il''VLcA'ia.-S iiicHlati a iiowioiilia'liii-iidturalut)^ 
pctiUi. No(7, whcrovcr a people has como to eco as extenQively aa tliJ tii.pio oFilit)' iJlilljtl Staler L;:i iit'oi'n tbi.l'o it,' tlii.'t it v.'W 
rv [jrcat mifitalio to attempt to incrcx'^o tiio eum of human hnp^useE!; by tldahin^ intor^icj-ticg lir[qora, they will not fail to correct 
tlioriiisUiI:©:'— Kii'd thoy ivill corrtct it c.-irily—for-, instead of Imvinjr to cr:c'ountcr tbcir n.^tnral app:;titci", they havp, to cic, 
wiien cu'den.v6nn['*tooycrco'mo tliLnrnataral vtcen, they v^ill hWo tho hal^t cf tl'.ctti appetites to correct lha mis tabs;,, Nch-e-U 
that IB Hczhzs^vy to mduco tiio pcojiio to set up tho MsjnQ'lti\7 iij oil oar Statcn.io to their ojc3 opoit only a JIttb fiirthcv to 
tho c^iia of intciiipomnco — to tho folly, of i.vh!ch tho cobcr aro guilty in nupportiDS r.ii Imincinc aripy o/.drunUfirdBj r-ntl iu njlor/- 
ing, on t'lie iivcraso, to cvory Jniudrcd Airailioi nomo two or threo lii-oip-Eiipps, or j^nnuCxtprics of paupora uttd nar/latca. , JJo — ' 
all/thcit thl'y accd to tbm cnd.ia to get their EclDghncyis a little wider a'.TOlc<>— anil tbcnj whc'.hcr thoy imvoono p.'irticlo of ohrh- 
tian monihty or not, tbcy will come do'wn upon the soiling of olcoholic drinke, with aTengcanco, that.ahall not Icayo on'o undc- 
3troj'f(3GhlvL-t! otttfo'iitcUrEb'U ub6'iii!u'Atton: ' ' ' ■ ' " ■ 

Biitmy purpQSa in rcfoixiii:; lo tlic Cict, that tbo Mcino W.wiil ooon bccomi) tho Jaw of tho wbolo nMlpn, .wai not to oj:- 
plairi why it is, 'ui.'it this fact will come to pass; Nor y.-c3 it my purpose to iniproyo tho opportunity cf telling tho oppoqcctij of 
tho law, llia^ t6.bcai It tjack for afow montlis, orcvcD for afowycars, will pay, ^xm bnt.poorly for thoir painSjOnd for.ibouttor 
bbi'atiiig m tho oiid— tl^o epec^y end— of alltbcir hopca. No — referred tp^hisfact, for no other pnrppso than, to eay, that, in 
al'iriost cVciy part of tbo nation, tho public acntimont is prepiring; eo rapldlyj and calling ao loudly, for . tbo cnactrnont( of tho 
Mamo laiT, that to.iloiay tho enactment is to oxpoao tbj pcoploto tho tsmptfitioTi of taking tboUw.int? thoirtJwii. handa. . Ep- 
lieatodiy within^ tho iaBt fow years haa tho caso occurjrcdj in which womcp,in?pol(c(l by. tbo. Eighiof drunken buabaada and dnmU- 
onDoufl, havo collected, and marched to tho ^draui-flhop, and vontcd, their indignation in destroying its contents. "Wbo could 
hlmh tlilim r '-No otfd iib'ulU blA tbtfri, iiia tbcit wdrk Uthi tilling diWgfetpu^ cli;^. il ililH: tliHt' ibfc do'^^k blto ? ' Sc does 
romi-T-irad wltb tv bito iLfl mtich'm6ro ib dKdd^i xh^ti tb'at 'of do^'a, iiij' iUhs A ik of mow/ vaJi^i' ihaJi 'ttb bo^i) . Is it Uid, th'At' 
tbo ruin tan bb ubtilincd; but iHiit t'h&' dogs cdrin&t tifi j unii thtit, thdii'foro; tta rn'ii ti'dj' ba IotV\Vi!a6't tbo do^a itiirii bb killed i 
lafiHwer; tbit tJhp VflEi fcaiihot'Ufi-iibtnjiJt'd :— that ttierb'-afb iiiltliodi HNvit poiif b'rblL'i'f&, wlio^'e^ (f-cWtfbt is' Bo weaEdJi-ed— to' 
^rostnrfo— liliiCj irnim-cfciinj witbiriili'eir reach,- tbo;^' wUrdrmlc'it J— &yi ihiM fhiiu^ H b'6' tii'-idi<tficlt' piinpcr latiaicVdfrcfe'ii- 
od the ■pabllft'chJiTitJi 'Aiid to it'nck ihbii cforii'oiliiio ii'cal -to buni, o^d' s^iuo't, iiii^ hiih. ' , 

!''Vi"°j.W,i??y wliolo heart, would honor, thogr^up of.porflonB; Tvbo.in any StotOiwlticro tbp legfBhjturo 
kjIubcbIo enact ft prohibits Maino law, sbonld destroy tho iutoxicatbg litiuor, wbicb la put on ealo for a drink- ,Thoy. 
would obey tho law of Eolf-defcnco — a law, which is paramount to .all etatuton and conatitutSona. I odd, tJmt etatutes andcon- 
etittiUo'iiSQro imtitlcd'to' jifion^-a^Tf ittiffib^rty; dnA oiii fotliitl tlliir uiiiKiVtiy; o'viir ttiii pubilt: ^Wscfoiico/ only eftf fif da they 
iloeI^ pirco thb tt'iJs atf J 6TOtelo^ 

I ana ofton asked; wiotlicr I Iw^^^ our Maine law unconatitutionai. "What I havo salti 

ShowH, that I iJd.iv« believe thdyi^Ulprondun'cfrHtfflfifafl^tH'dtW it A&tilth rights 'fcfpfopoTfj' iu'intbxica- 

tips liriiiorsj \ihlcb arbput ba mJa for a ^rlilk; ■ "WbiUicr-it' vHU So db h^jdc^ ^thia i Tea tnyBoIf IncompoteRt lojiidgo. 

Ictit.bQidcQlared unctnihtitutibadj-iffor aay- toSiii It Itf eSidritlally ifftf: ""Wh dtiitiJtilbo^Hd Sffldftfifititiitibteil Maine; law. If. 
■tbuprcsont,i3notacoiBtitatiantdhi#,-*76cafiitodiftil!,'ltt^^ ■ ..*. ^ 

■ ' rlii|ibY(^H4j^k'i_3: <o!^' i^^ ^uV t'ba'i , iioiatloij^ wirdioTrsf i't' 

58;'d(5y3tot-SiIbHt--^;t^^ inanyB'umiolo,ii_3^^ tfio ■aucstion of t^^ tliat'tfeo 
phM^iolo^'iii t^bfifai Bcbiion'oftho lawrMpectin^ippprte^Ug^ ia^ to day, tbo leapt,, unfortunate,,, Certain it ia, that, look- 
ing at thia phraseology only, Euch liquors aro no pat of tho subjoot matter of tiio law. " ifony thhig in othcr'iHirts of tbo law 
oiiibeJast^y.iBldto briasini^iliqubrs-sH^uitfrgb^^^^ I ttffa,=-tm si^gskt-ia my 

fear,' tbatour qouxtavrilI«xccpfraucU liqiiortf frum efifibt eftbift iiird 6j>i#iriW//t'bi'iI flitibld be'glftil te^ ^ei ilti'eitfiiJ 6(Moti of tbo 
Icgialaturc. called fortKwitb for Ihcpraroae'ifhat'lttgti'tfW^aiiffifclndt^'ihSt'i^^ fcSaMn^j'dt'fia'ifolnt ffWl-ttfcbitfi^jl^ 
imm^BjnkAblj-rUyona tdl doubt aiVddiVit— to B6?rf^^ ■ iftHtAsandiof h'^iiU'ti blee'diriff 

a^.OTery poro andet tho blows of int6:oi^Mecb feMafe,' day ■icaa-fiig&Vfoif tbw' pi-i^iifei^I ii^rf «E=poAfctl tii^mibii bf tbtf liiirv :Bue 
tbo law is paralyzed to a great eitent by tbo influential Opinions, that it toloratea Iho froc^fcild of ffii^Ked-iiqtfbW. I &3d} tiiatj 
at Bucb a BcasioBj tho law. mg^^ in other respoctBalBo,— :f<?r it vrould not be strpngo, if tho criticioma upon 

''^'^fe^.^f o^Jt iii:pthor respect? also. la saSi. that tiio cabling 

wf tho legiSlatuii ^bgetior fir Ihp of amcnaingn flinglo law ig too groat a cost ? .1 ^swcrvthat not 9"lj- aro .tjioro precc'dcnta 
fb't itjbbt ibai It islrai^^ to eay, that tbia ja^ia of mora importanco to thiipcoplo.of oar Stato,at-tbe present time, 

tbafi'oroifllolborlaWB'pVt'togct^^^ - . . . 

, Bitt .tho grjfa au'd frequent «Ji/ostten^^ tbfey ebiill'def fit; 

thoballot^ioy, .ToJnytoinduatbiDeltfiniJ^eiiSito'aji^ it'pVjroj^ti'iiiiwop Wtifiiqti'^^^^^ Wfi'tb'cm Wfe'oWo* 

im,altnrably^;Vt>tofocjnCfcaMdidat»forrcgisIatbViOp|rf3fee,'tf^^^^ afi^ ^o'dsfbllity ,■ ba-^rififecCfea'WlIr 

the; execution of thbMabio'ki*;iunIe43-6\icheiridIflawi'h6fi'o8tly aadlibldTj' dtrfiie'atfvery fifefit'ofpfo'iibftyTil fritdiiaiUbg?!^^^ 
that are offered for salo for a drinV. Let them do this, and then all will bo aafo. So far as tho tcmperaneo qufedtiin'iYclfn?>eiftS?l 
ed, thpy nced rcquiro Other qualification in thoir candidate. To reqyiro leas than thia would bo to mako; themsclTCa guilty of 
tfxii'so'n to'iho cft't^si iJf itniperhncb; and oTcontcmptiWo foVly^ , ' ■. 

!. / ' ' With' great TegaTd.iyouiTriebd,' 

_ ' ^ ■ GERIVIT SMITH. ■ 




Pi;TEiin6nOj Ulaij 18, 1857. 

' E D \v A r. D C , D i: L a' V A K , 

My DEAR EIC, .... 

I litivo 3'our letter urgiDg mo to attend the tipproachinf; mooting of fbo 
Ncvr.yorlc Sfnto Totnpcr^nco Society. , This pleasure ia denied mo, since I must bo in "Wipconsin at the time of the mcoticg. 

You r.ro ilooply dcoirouo that thu Society ahall take a rlpht position in regard to the new liquor otatute. So im I. 'I 
. hopo is u'ill judgo u-iaoly of tlio merita of that statnto, and candidly and kindly of the votea, that v/cre given for it. Not a Tnw 
of tliciia votea came from men, who lovo the cause of torapuranco. . Ay, not a fowof.thom from men, vrho would rejQiqooa much 
na you and I in a "prohibitory law." 'Ihsy did what thoy thought to bo'tho best thing thoy woro capable, in existing circum- 
utaucca,. of doing fgr icmpcranco. 

There aro parts of this liquor statute, which I hope tho Society will not fail to commend. No friend of temporanco 
ohodld rcfuGO to help enforce its prohibition to nelt intoxicating drinks on certain days. Nor aliould any friend of tompcranco 
rcfu50 to otand by ita provieiou for punishing tho drunkard. 

But, in my judgment, no friend of temperance can conaistently give any countenance to that part of this statute, which 
provides for licensing persons hero and there to sell intosicatuig drinks. I might add that no intelligent person whatever cau 
coneiiitently give it any countenance. 

Intoxicating liquors put on sale for a drink are either property, or not property. They aro cither proporty, or, aa our 
" Maino I^aw" called them, a nuisanco. If they aro property, then, beyond all controversy, all persons have too right, and an 
equal right, to sell them. If. on tho other hand, they aro a nuisance, then in whosoovor's bands they may be, nothing remains 
but to abate tho nuisance. That courts do not act upon these principles is only because courts aro more addicted to follow 
precedent than common sense. Why should they not boldly protect every man in selling intoxicating drinks ? It ia a shamo 
that they should skulk behind a statute. Thoy know that the right to eoU is ono of tho incidents of proporty; and that, 
wherever tho right of property io unconditional and pcrfcctj this incident is insoparablo from it. Hence thoy know, that tho 
legislation, which denies this incident, is void — as utterly void aa would bo the legislation, which denies property. Every per- 
son, who believes that tho rights of property attach to intoxicating liquors in all circumstances must, to bo consistent, bo op- 
posed to this now statute. Of course, I can consistently approve it, so far aa it denies tho right to sell such liquors for a 
bevurago — becauso I hold that all rights of property in them ceaso as soon as thoy aro oBored for salo for a beverage. That 
moment they become a nuisance. Before this perversion, thoy were as sacred as any other kind of property. Valuablo uses 
might they have been put to. But now not ono good, however small, is to como from them. Nothing now but woes innu- 
lucrablo, deep, matchlcBs. Tho pistol, whilst in my pocket, is property. But tho moment I tako it in my hand, and give it a 
murderous aim, all property in it is lost: and you or any other bystander can wrest it from ine, and destroy it with impunity. 
Tho day will come, when tho public sentiment will accord as full liberty to destroy tho intoxicating liquors, which aro trans- 
formed into tho deadliest of nuisanceB. I add hero, that tho day is just at hand, when tho courts will fcol compoHcd to say, 
that intoxicating liquors, when offered for sale for a drink, aro still property, and may thereforo bo sold by al! ; or are not prop- ■ 
erty, but a nuisance, and may thereforo bo sold by none. There can bo no permanent middle ground. Tho salo of intoxicating 
drinks must bo free either in all hands or nono. Both rich and poor must be forbidden to sell them ; or ^oth must bo allowed 
to sell them. "What a shameful riolation of equal justice to deny tho right to a poor man, and accord it to his neighbor becauso 
ho bos money to pay for it 1 

Oh that tho friends of tomporcnco woro faithful to their causo I How soon then it would bo crowned with triumph ! But, 
alas, it is well nigh vain to try to servo this dear cause, bo long as its friends continue to betray it at tho polls ! If they would 
only resolve, and abide by their resolution, to give their votes to no men, who recognize tho rights of proporty in intoxicating 
liquors put on sale for a drink, then would a few years witness tho cxtensivo redeoiption of our land from the cureo of drunken- 
ness. But SQ Ipng as thoy ahall continue to know aa law, sacred obligatory law, tho infernal statutes, or iho infernal parts of 
statutes, which authorizo tho heart-breaking and murderous uses of intoxicating liquors, so long will thoy continue to dignify 
tho dramshop, make tho frequenting of it respectable, ond drunkenness excusable. If your Meeting shall take the right ground 
at this point, it will bless tho State, tho nation, and tho world. But if it shall fail to Uko It, then infinitely better that it had 
noTcr.bcen hold. 

Tho ignoring of tho claims of tompcranco at tho last Fall's Election was a crime, which many tears of penitence cannot 
wa^b out. Atid how poor wos tho excuse, that in order to help freedom, temporanco muBt bo neglected I I too havo sonio lovo 
of freedom. But I will lot her poriah, ere I will servo her at tho expense of temperance. It Is not truo however, that wo harm 
ono good cauBo by iielping another. On tho contrary, if wo would do moat effectually for ono good causo, wo must bo faithful 
■ to every other. Reformers must not bo onc-idoa men. Their hearts must offer a homo, and their hands must offer help, to 
oTory groat truth. Their lives must bo devoted to tho whole circle of human interests. 

Tho frionde of temporauce — I mean of prohibition — cannot bo at too great pains to disahueo tho public mind of tho 
impression, that thoy oro in favor of oumptuary laws. I would that thoy all confined tho province of govemmect to tho solo 
duty of protecting persons and proprty — for then would thoy all bo able to argiie tho rightfulness of prohibition. IIow clear 
is it that tho government, which licenses or tolerates tho dramahop, grossly and wickedly fails of protecting tho persons and 

Eroporty of its Bul3joctfl I Tho dramshop — call it a hotel, or by any other napnoT-ia a manufactory of paupers and madmon. A 
cavy burden for tho sober to bear aro these paupers. And what vessel, ol;\ar, or Btagc-coach, or building, or precious lifo 
is Bofo from tho destructions, which rum-made madmen are dealing so constantly and thickly ail around them 7 It is not alone 
when thoy havo drank enough to stagger, that men aro dangerous. .Tho protci-Jiil^ural oxcitcmont, which tho captain, engineer, 
or driver derivoa from but a single glass, may be Bufilcient to peril all tho lives oiltmsted to his care. 

Now, to say nothing of tho duty of government to shield tho industry of tho sober from this burden of pauporiem — bovir 
manifest its duty to auppross this manufacture of maniacs 1 ~\Voro ehops to bo opened for making madmon with exhilarating 
casscs, or by moans of somo other temptations, government would promptly shut them up. Why thon docs it not shut up the 
dramohops? Becauso It is accustomed to protect them; and tho people aro accustomed to tho protection. Nothing so much 
as custom has tho power to sanction and to blind. 

Ib it said that tho drunkard ought not to bo punished until he has actually committed crimo t — and that thereforo tho 
drunkard-maker should not bo punisbod? I reply that drunkenness is iteelf a crimo — and a crime of which government should 
bo especially cognizant. For it ia when men aro drunk, that thoy aro wont to commit the most frightful crimes against person 
and property — against what govommont is charged to protect. Why then should not government punish, both in tho drunkard 
and drunkard-maker, this parent crime? All other crimes put together do not, co much as this ono, hmdcr tho functions of 
govommont. Tho story goes, that a man was doomed to make himself guilty of ono of three crimes. Ho choso drunkonnesB, 
as tho least of them ; and whilst drunk committed tho other two, ono of which was mardor. Id making himself crazy, one is 
rendered morally guilty of all crimes — for ia so doing, ho throws off all restraints, and loaves bimcclf froo to commit all crimes. 
HoQCO tho employment of tho dramQolIcr is rightly called murderous, not only with roforcnco to his murdering tho body and 
soul of tho dramdrinkor, but also with roferenco to tho possibility, not to eay probability, that tho dramdrinkor will, whilst in 
his dromsbop frenzy, murder othorfl. 

I would return for a moment to tho misapprohonsion of tho object of temperance legislation. Tho chief reason why cur 
most intelligent emigrants from Germany oro so much prejudiced against Jaws to restrain tho salo of intoxicating drinks is 
becauso thoy confound them with oumptuary laws. Now, I would havo thom persuaded that al!^ which wo prohibitioniato ask 
of GoTomment, wo oak for tlio Bolo puriwsc of fi-otccting penons and property— a protection, which tho Germans need in com- 



fnon ft-if.licll other pcoiilo; intl r.'Iiich wonro equally an JcLlrouG talmvo tlicra as any ot'jcr people enjoy. 7ho Now Yorli Stato 
Tomparanco aooiety ahould bo at CEpecicil paios to haro Ua poauions and objects clearly undorutood by the QoruiQiia. To my 
oyo they r.ic tlio nioat hopeful clement in our wholo American population. They will prove thcmcclvcs to bo the moat radics'l, 
nnd, truRtivprthy^ ntid efilciont friends of liberty. They will heartily cmbraco tho caueo of tcmporance, no noon an Hioy nro re- 
liovca'^of ttleii''pr£!jU(ticI:i}'yt;''iin3t it. Wlint is more, their independent thinking, and thf;ir Lubjcctlon of tho wholo realm of 
religion to tho t'.'Sts of reason will, in tho end, raaliy them our beat chriBtiaiia. For, after nU, tho chrifiti;in, who think) and do- 
cuU-o for himself, and ia unaVi'dycd by human authority — tho rational christian, who builds up his faith at every point on oimplo 
;cMsti[i— jt iu ho, nad he only, .\7hq_i8 fit to bo called a cliriatian. liigot'^yj Gupoi-atltlou, moiital olavcry charactoriio all other 
chqiitii'aa, ■' 

JJy tho way, I Jioar Gcrmaua complain of tho claQsIng of their light bcNore v/ith intoxicating drinks. Thoy ought not to 
to-po clr.aibd, if people do not got druqk upon tbena. ' Thoy- ouf-jbt not to bo proaurib'od hy law, if pooplo do not bL-cocno insane 
and danscroua upon them. In tayin^ thia lipwovci-j lot mo not bo imdorataod to commend any b^ere. I, who havo not co much 
na taiitcd tjvcn tea or'tjotToo fox a quarter of fi contury, liav'o no pralscG to bestow on any other boTcmgo than tiiinplo water. 

Your friend, 

-..o-.-.v: - i.-.:.'.,: . . ■ , GERRIT SMITH.' 
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IVIir. PncslDEKTi 

Many arc ufg'mg mo to reply to tlio Epccchoa mado thia artolTaoob by faiy i^rlouda Walkiila anil Vi:;yiiO: 
Not all who make up tbo very large BBbcmbly thia ovcning wcro present to hear those ablo antl eloquent epccchcs, which, I 
touroBS, brought mo to a solemn revision of my position. Suro am I that nono who did hear theraj envy mo tho task of ruplyiug 
to Ihc'm. "Why ain I eolccted fortius difficult Ecrvico? Perbapa it is bccauso thoy and I having worked together thua fai*, 
Ibcro ts cuHosUy to sco hotv w'o will bobavo toward each other, now that wa havo arrived at a point of divorgonco from each 
btbcr. Th'oro is ono conBoIation in my circumBtancea— tho strength of tho onpoaition has been btought out, and if J. con oopo 
with wiict is before mo, I Bhall havo no h^ason tb quail bcfol'o tho apprehonfiioil of what is to follow. 

\Yo aro mot. Sir, to initiate — 1 might perhaps rather aay to inauguratd— a great movement, ono that la full of tiromiso to 
the Blavo and tho slaveholder, and ottr wholo country. It is not 6o much to awaken interest In their behalf that vre have como 
together, as it is to givo espreasion to Buch interest — a practical and otTectivo esprcBsion. 

"Wo tihj hero for tho purpoao of making a public and fonilal, and, aS W6 hope, an impresBivo confcBsion, that tho North 
bught to Bhoro with tho South in tho temporary losses that will result frdm tho abblition tif Blavek-y. Indeed, Biioh aid our 
relations to tho South in tho matter of SIav6ry, that, on tho eiioro of blmplo honofaty, wo arobolind to share in these losaoB. 

Whether, in tho eye of the Constitution, Slavery la national or scctl-iiial, or whether thdrd is, aa I Hold thcro Is, no 
nuthority for cither, feo it is that our Slavel-y Is a'ctilally national. Tho wholo nation has contributed to natioudliao it — tho 
wholo bation |hab ma'd'o itselt rcsporiaiblo for it. Tho sin of extending tho area of Slavery, and of encouraging tho BlaTohaldors 
to multiply their invcBtmen'ts in human flesh, lie& at tho door of tbo North aa well as at tho dedr of tho South. Northflril 
commerco has connived at and openly upheld, Slavcrj-. So havo Northern politick. And wo Uavo scon ChurchcB, roligtoua 
associations, inatitutlohs of Teaming, at the North iia well as at Ibe Boiitb, apologizing for Slavery, and bowipg quite, down to 
tho ground in presence o^ tho demon and in deference to his claims. Texas could not have been annoied, nor the Missouri 
Compromiso repealed — no, nor established — without tho help of tho North.' "Without tho help of her schools and fchurchcs 
Ibcro neVoi" co'ulU havo been a Pro-Slavery public sentimtnt tit tho North. Nor could atich a sentiment, nor could SIave^J^ 
itaelf, havo continued to exist at tho South, without siich help. It ia not tod much to bay thai, at Iho North, ds truly As at' tho 
South, ccclcaiaatical Bs well as commercial and political gains have been sought for, by sparing and flattering Slavery. ■ 

Now, oH this being tr'ub, it. is very plain that tbo North aS well aa tho South is bound to contribute to rcUoVO th6 
slaveholders in tho straits to which they would he reduced by th'i abolition of Slavery. 

But, Mr. Pt-ytib eays the North should pay nblhing, for tho rcaaoh that, in proportion to hor conncctioh with and 
.tcapbnbibility for Slavery, sho tas lost ue much by Slavety as Iho South has. "What if she has? IJcvcrtholeas, tho (act 
remaiud that tho North ia rich, and tho South comparatively poor. Now, thb reaSdn why wo call on tho North 10 help in this 
case is Dotalono because of her complicity, but also because sho is ablo to help> 

_ sir. iyalkins says that tlio slave, and not tko slavehoider, is entitled to compensation, and ho adds, I puttOy Ibet on JJr. 
Smith's proposition." My proposition was that tbo nation shall pay to tho emancipated slave ^25 and to bin tiiaStot- ^150, and 
that tho emancipating State shall, by osaessments on tho lands within ila Hmita (tho value of such lands being greatly increased 
by tho abolitioh bf SlaVtry), add 5l75 to'the g;l5D. I need not eay that I havo no sympathy with tho plan of appropriatinc 
tlio public landa to this object. I am a land-rcform(!r, and I hold that to tbo landless bolongs tho vacant )andt Slavery. isa 
great evil ; but land monopoly, because it has manifold more victims, is a far greater ovil. Moreover, thoro coujd havo been no 
- Slavfcry but for land iliohopoly ; and to abolish tho latter is tho only snri) way to abolish and prevent tho rotorn of tho former. 
I con, therefore, favor no plan which countenances land-monopoly, and rocOgUifces Congress' as a great landholdot*. Bdt to return 
to Mp.-Watkins. ■ X'& it nothing that, in addition to the §25, I propos'o to give' to tho filavo'lho alavo^a' owii s'eif' ^ Moreover^ 
docs not ho ceo that to propose to give most cf tho money to the slave, instead of tbo. slaveholder, would bo to defeat all hopo 
of gottingWhifreo? ' Tory gladly would I have all thb money givtn to tho poor plundered slave, if tho aUiTeholder would still 
bd wllllbg: to givo him his liberty. -. ■ ■ ■ 

- But it is Baid that wo obglit not to otTcr ih advaiico to the slaveholder any mcasbr'e of„indomnlty, bcfcabGo doing so is 
bribing him io do rlglit. Now I readily ndmit that I would prefer to havo the slaveholder prompted to do right only by thtJ 
purest and highest motives. - I would have him emancipate his slaves immediately and unconditionally hccausa It is tho alavea» 
tight' to bo tbu3 emancipated, and because tho slaveholder sins fearfully in rcaiating this right. " Noverthdless, "so guilty and 
horrible is tho relation of slaveholder and slave, and so full of misery to' both— aye', niid 6o full of damage find peril to tho 
whole nation — that I would btj Willing to makci 'tho most direct appeals to tho Bolfiahnesa of tho/siavoholder in aid, of harrying 
him tb'diseolvo this' relation. Besides, lam not willing to admit that his moral acnso would bo vTeakcnod and hia ropcntanco 
rendered Icsnjrobablp by such appeals. . . - ,. . . . 

My neighbor is a drunkard, and thorefore tho tomicnt of Limsolf, his family, and lus' fnonds; ■ -I invoke his reformation 
iii thb namb of all the tondercst, arid highest and holiest motiviJa.. If, then, I add to Iheso motives iSlicH as aro inferior, do-E 
heccsoarily sin ? Ob, no ! I do not aiu in telling him that, in tho cYcnt of hia forsaking the intoiicftting cup, I will bless him 



tinJ liis iiuncry fmiily ^'ith tho gift of a co-.r. My olfur of the covr iit uglTuI in many rci;iicctb-. It corves to comracntl to liim 
tho oinc^nty whicli prompted nio to array beforo him tho hyttsr and nobler motives, nnii in doing thta, I would, no a tiimplo and 
oliort ar-umcnt \i-ouId nuillco to Ehoiv, commeud tho motives thcmeelvcs. For to bolicvo our teacher binccro io a ^.-ido step 
towftrd bolioving that ho reaoona correctly. Tho connection between 'tin core purposes and nound arguracntQ ia aUogothcr 
natural. Aniin, my offer of tho cow Korvca to pcrBuado him of my dcop ijenso of hio ain, and thus to Bugj;iiot thnt ho, too, 
ohould chcriali & deep ccnnq of' it. ■ In tv vTOrd, tlio offer in far moro liI:o to do hlni good than harm. So, too, tho olavoholdor 
far moro hko to hj bon;;Qttcd than Injured, if, when I have ect bcfora him tlio high and commanding ren::ona why ho ahould lot 
tho opprccI;ed yo frcs "now and unconditionally, I prove my" Bincerity nnd'my EcuTO of tho wiokcdneGS of hia relation, by telling 
him that I will act a brothcr'a part, and aliaro with htm in tho loss of his terminating that guilty rolatiou. 

Connected with this objection tliat wc aro bribing tho Elaveholdcr, ia tho objection tliat our offiT of money to him will bo 
construed into our rocognition of hp rights of propei'ty ia man. For ono I deny all l-ights of f.ropcrty in intoxicating Ilquore, 
when thoy nro oflbrcd for aalo au a bovcrngo. (ilei\3 let rrio say that ray zeal for tomporanco carries mo nn far aa my zeal for 
FrccdoiD ; and let mo add, that 1 bcliq^e the causo of temperanco will continuo to drag until it^ friends taUo the ground of no 
■proptriy. in atcahalic liquors when they arc piU'to the Sutanic '^-ork of imikhi;; paupers and madmen.') I was Baying that I 
denied all righto of property in cuch caoo. Bpt oprery I do POC intolvo myself in mconsiatoncy, if I loll tho runiBollor that 
provided ho will throw away hi3 rum, t will help support his family. Surely, in tolling liim so, I do not stamp upon his rum- 

. titled casks tho Bacredneus of property. No raoro do_t make Slavery rightful, wiion I toil tho slaveholder that if bo will throw 
it away, I will help him get au hooeat living. But, however this otlor of money to tho slaveholder may bo in appearance, oc 
effect, certain it io that we do not intend to recognize therein tho rightfulness of slaveiiolding. Wo make the offer becauso wo 
behove fraternity and honesty require us to mnko it— fraternity and honesty both to slaveholder and slave.' AVo' deny all right 
of property irnnan. 'W^o bchovo ' that tho imago of God, no more than God Himself, i.i to bo counted merchandize. Wo 
bolioTD that immortality is never to bo confoundpd with a comniodi',y. ... 

■W'lv:nco c-omijs it that wc ar? charged with admitting property in man? It comes from a confusion of ideas in those who 
charEO it. Our ackuowlodgmcnt that tbo slaveholder would, in liberating hia slaves, ho entitled to our money, is reckoned by 
thom to ho all orio with our acknowfcdgment of his right to hold his slaves. I admit his right to our money — yea, Jus mgral 
Tisht. For if, in tho circumstances of tho case, we are under moral obligation to give tho money (and it is indispcnsablo to 

. -the QUCOSQB of our undertaking to -feel that we aro), then does it follow that ho hau a moral risht to it, notwithstanding the 
opposition which my use of these words yegtorday encountered. But, in admitting tho emancipatingj and hccauso' emancipating, 
impoverished slaveholder'a right to our help, wo no more sanction slaveholding than wo sanction drunkenness by helping him 
iKho S)t4 hCcn.ft tiroukilrd, or, sanction rumsclling by helpmg him who had boon a rumsellor. Wo would help these, and why 
pp,E ^ilm 1 ' Jjct UB haatCQ to cajt away the foolish and wicked prejudice which stands in, tho way of our helping tho Elaveholdcr 
also. ■ " ' . , 

Both Mr. Pryno and Mr. Watkina say, " If tho slaveholder hflfl the right to sell, ho has tho ripht "to buy." That is a truo 
propdaititm." But wo do not acknowledge his right to sell. Wo do not mean to buy from him. Even, however if wo did buy 
from him, wo ehoold not therein acknowledge hia right to soil. If I buy my friend out from under tho uplifted dagger of tho 
rnurderor, I do not therein uckiiowlodgo tho murderer's right tostriko tho blow. I aaid that wo do not mean to buy tho olaves. 
All'that wo ih'cab'^at least Bo'far as I am concerned) is, thiit when thoy shall havo boon emancipated, wo will share in tho loss 
pf tho croancipatcra, and help them in their reduced circumstancoB. Did wo moan to buy tho slaves and sanction tho BOlling of 
thcni, wo ijtioilI'J pt^poBo that tho slavcholdora receive tho whole, instead of one-half of their market value. Liberally as wo" 
aro'wdilng lo BhattJ iii tho losa of'th'o slaveholder, wo noverthclesa mean that tho greater part of it Bliall fall upon himself. 
aJhla is hut right;, lAij ho will bo, in a moral point of view, tho principal gainer from emancipation, so ho can well afford to bo 
iho principal pcpunia'ry jfls^r from it.- Lot mo hero say that I am not ono of those who would, by an extravagant offer of money, 
tompt tho slayohblder to emancipate. Our offer must ba reasonable — such an offer as wise and practical men would make — such 
oa "tho North vfould approve and suGtain. Wo must not, in our eagcraess to comraehd our plan to the South, forget iliat thuru 
id a No'ftb. and that tho plan will como to nothing, onlcES ita chief I'caturea aro auch as shall gain tho cordial assent of tlio 
Korih;- - 

) ' Aflotbcr oTycction to onr movenicnt ia that tho slaveholdera will ba richer after than they were beforo emancipation! TIio 
cijjancipatiDg .States I admit will bo. But tho slaYijhoiders, in their now and strango circuraatances will, at least for a season, 
bo'comjiiratively liblpleasj unless they aro aided by tho Stato or nation, or both. 

It is aiso pb)cc(^ Jlhat such a sum as tho slavebwldcra would accept would bo much larger than tho North would coneent 
to sliaro in paying. But the North could well afford to pay a very largo sum for tho sake of delivering tho slave from tho moat 
jniserablo and. tho. si prij holder from the moat guilty of all relations— especially ainco it is for tho life of tho nation that Slavery 
bo ended Bpccdily and peacefully. . ' 

On tho other hand Ir tho objection that any sum tho North might oITer would bo so small in tho ceccem of tho South as to 
<aill out bef indigtifctit rejection, and breed a still worse temper than now oxists botweeon them. But her actual rejection of it, 
Jiowovfcr indignant, would not provo it to bo too small ; arid as our anticipated rejection of it could not cancel our obligation to 
m^Otho offer, so it ahould not, bo allowed to deter us from making it. ' : ' 

Il ia said, too, that the South wiU regard as meddlosomo arid offonBifO any action wo may tako on this subject, and even 
our entertainment of tho subject. A part of tho South, doubtless will. . But oven if tho whole South should, that will not 
j)Wv*.UBt(> bo wrobg. At oiiy rato, wo mnst respect and rcSpond to tho claims of honesty and fraternity iri our own 
conBciapccB, hpiTjoyqr -fplso tbo judgment that may tlicrcforo be [iut upon aa. Wo must . bo faitbful to our nktional ^elation^ 
And show qurfielves refidy to aaaistour coun'tryinea,,howoyer in turn wo may bo misunderatood or maligned. I da not deny niy 
icaxk that the Soiith will t^pel ua, and Reject every schemo and oTery ' idea of emancipation. Mighty aro tho habits of eelP- 
tndufgcntStt'fctidddepdtlBm ongeridered'by Slavery. ■ Wheh has it been found poasiblo' to break thost habits When havo any 
fCOplebeeD'.knOwri to aiirrender thom ? Few aro loss topoful'than myeelf of tho peaceful atrolition'uf American Slavery. 

Another bisection to bur movement is thr.t it Will tend to auporsedo tho means which aro now employed tp ^ccotripUah tho- 
£lvertljrQff;(3f.SJaTery— grayer, preachifagj lecturing, votiog,.'&c. Oh no t It wlli not havo this tendency. On tho contrary, it 
wiUcopQtjr ^ith 5he90.n:feanB(,and,.AS,we hopo, givo effect lo tbeta. Nono.tho leas will theeo means ho. wielded,' after wo sEicU 
liaVo added to them this " now one. On tho contrary, they, will ,then be wielded alt tho moro camcotly and perBOTe;:ip£lj, 
becaUw'idl ma mdroS;opcfutly.''' ■ 

Mr. WatUip8.P6f<vri^d to my own labors in this causo of Freedom, and, in terms quite too corapliinentary for mo to rcpeatr 
pi^dicts that they will He counteracted by .this new' movement. But happy, heaven-blessed arid greatlv successful wHl I 
regard Uicbo poor labors, if they ahall bo found to bo ot all instrumental in preparing tho public mind fdr this'niovemont,'bod 
in reconciling tho peoplo of the North to tho idea of. ehanng with their Southern brethron in tho temporary losses incident to 
tho. aboiitibn of Slavfiry. Sir. I?ryno, too,'bolI6vfea that this 'new- bicaBurb will stand in tho way oi'tho other meafiurcs ,for 
'overtfarowipg Sli^vcTy. , ' . : . , , . . j ; , , 

•ilr. WatkinH thinks thai the tindertttking Vill minister to tho eolf-complacency and triuraphlint air of tho alaTohoIdcrs, 
and that ihoy will nay.tp.i;^ ",^6ntlofia(3n, ybahavoigi-rfori up' your principles; for yoil nO.w wiah to biiy dup slaves." But what 
thoyVOTlda-Ol buyin&'and whiph ia not^buying, would bo. not tho abandonment,' but tho Oltitral progress arid legitimatotfTnct 
faf our f)rinciple3. . 'Wbe'n'thb Aati-Slavery man haa '^voled quito across tho low grounds of profcsaicn, and has ascended to 
that higfiot plain 'where hot 'only words aTe spokcti' bud deeds arei' done', and heavy and eelf denying pecuniary aacriflcea in tfao 
caafiOflf tha slavo aro wolcomod, then, has ho ■proiffad,"not his denial of hia 'principles^ but his attachment) to'thein-:^aot'thbir 
worthlos'aneea and impotence, but their great preciousneaa and their power to carry him forward in tho work of humanity ond 
Heaven. ... 

Mn.Pryna holdo that ourscbino ViblatciVtho Constitutloa. I'ttadtly admit that it docs violence to his and my 'vicwa of 
both the Oonstitutioa and Ciyil pio.T.orp.u(.-nt — tUowgh it doee nono to tho jiopalav views of Cither. Oftcntlmoa, and irith iho 



consent of tlin nation. Ima our Govcrnmont used Its moans in a way that juatifica, go Tur at least tho qiicalton of constUu- 
tionality 13 concornot!, tho present proposed uao of them. I confong tliat it wca not intonJocI to provido in tho ConotitutSon 
for tho raioinE of monoya to ofFuct tiio nholition of Slavery — Cor on all handa waa it undcratood that Slavery would como to ito 
natural death in a fow years. "When Mr. Pryno onld that I liid been bia political Qaaialiol, and that at my feot ho had Icai-ucil 
to re3trict tho whole provir.co of Government to the protection of personu and property, ho both honored mo and did juatico 
to ray creed. I do not deny that Government, in the ueo wo aro now proposinfj to put it to, would bo found quito outaido of 
tho range of ila lesitimnte functionu. I talio plcaQiiro in adniiUing that Mr. Pryno did nkillfully, and 03 fairly ca nhillfuUy, 
nrguo iny inconsiotency. lie maflo my own- political crt ed, with which ho in go ontlroly Ihmiliar.hlapvincipAl acd moat cITi-ctivo 
meauL' in provin[j that I am now plunging into error. Novcrtholcsii, I jnatify mycolf id csnctioninij tho contcrapTatod nr^'^ncy 
of Government. I juotify myftclf, liowt'vcr, only on tho ground of tho ncceBBity of tho caco. Our nation la brought to tho 
brink of niin ; and if it can bo saved in no way authori:;cd by tho Conaiitutionand by thonaturo ondoaico of civil GO'^'^rniiisntj 
yet woijid I have it i.aved. 

John Quincy Adiiraa hold that, to eavo tho nation, Congroaa might aboliuh Slavorj*. 

Thomas Joflcrson, and many of the BtatoBracn of his day, donicd that thoro waa conatltutlonal authority for ostcndin^ tho 
limits of iho nation. NovortholosB, no necessary did they deem tho annosation of Lou'Eana that they acquicacod in it. It io 
largely owing to this anno.\ation that American Slavery has attained its gigantio growth. Indeed, tho ovll cQul,d hai'dly havo 
lived to tho present day, had it been confined within ita ancient boundaries. Now, if an unconstitutional mcosuro, fraught, 03 
was tho annexation of Louisiana, with bo much misery and ruin, can bo justiQcd on tho ground of national noccaaity, then 
Burely on that ground cau a measure, even if it is unconstitutional, bo juatifiod which will dry up that flood of miRory and oavo 
tho nation. 

There is another thing to bo mentioned hero. If our'prosont movement doca look to Govcrnmont for unconatitutional 
notion — and for tlio eako of tho argument wo admit that it doec — still, binco ouch action will not tako placo until tho people 
North and South, East and "West, shall call for It, its unconstitutionality will bo comparatively unobjcetionablo, "When all tho 

Eooplo cgreo to make Government thoir common agent in a work of ealvation, tho inquiry whether tho worU In oonatitutional 
aa lost most of its importance. 

Bcforo leaving this topic of constitutionality, let rao express tho hope that nothing I have said will bo construed Into my 
admisGiou of tho lack of constitutional power to abolish Slavery. That is -not oivil Govornmont — but, on tho contrcjy, Q 
dotestablt) counterfeit — which has not tho power, and tho will also, to aavo ita subjects from being chattola. 

Mr. Pryno likened tho slaveholders to counterfeiters and thieves. Ho asked whether we ought to help a gang of counter- 
feiters, who had become poor by being compelled to givo up their counterfeiting? I answer that wo ought most emphatically, 
if we aro their fellow counterfeiters, and havo encouraged them in tho iniquity, and aro ablo to holp them. Ho asked whether 
we should share in tho losses of a company of detected horso-thiovoa 7 Most certainly, if wo aro their fcUow-thlovoa, and 
have it in our power to relievo their poverty. Honor among thieves" is a motto that tho people of tho North ahoald feel tho 
fair application and full forco of, when called on to help thoir fellows of tho South. 

Thoro is still another objection that I must notico. It is, that if compensation shall over bo io order, it vrill not bo until 
tho slaveholders ahall havo truly repented. "When tho sky falls wo shall catch larks." But will it ovor bo bo ooadcQOonding? 
"Will tho slaveholders over tako it upon themselvca to ropcnt ? It is hardly probablo that tho maso of them wUL 

According to this objection, if I seo a fiend preparing to murder a whole family for tho sako of roonoy, and I know I can 
buy him off, I must not do ao. Tho must I shall bo allowed to do ia to give him money when ho shall have shown himself to 
bo the subject of Chriatian repentance. But oro that time has oomo, he will havo murdered tho whole family. So, too, if wo 
wait for tho slaveholders to repent, many more generations of our ill-starred brethren may havo to pans through tho torments 
of Slaver^'. 

I confess that tho objector in this caao is iuten^. on tho dcliveranco of tho slave, but ho would havo it aooompliahod only 
through tho salvation of the soul of tho slaveholder. Of every other way ho ia exceedingly jcaloua. Now. I do not deny that t 
am so unorthodox as to make more account of tho freedom of tho slave than of tho salvation of tho slavoaoldcr. If tno slava 
i3 emancipated, my great desiro will bo realized, and that, too, whether, in tho proooss of his emancipation, tho alavoholdora 
havo or havo not become penitents. 

But I must close. Long havo I looked forward to this day. Many, many years havo I longed for tho inaogoratioa of thla 
movement. Although nearly alono among my Abolition brothrea in bohovlng that tho North ought to sharo with tho South 
in tho losses resulting from tho abolition of Slavery, etill I never could refrain from believing It. Tboy_ aro juat men.- Hon- 
estly do they differ from mo, aod honco I have no reproach for them. May they in turn bo aa patient with mo as thoy can bo. 
Especially should they bo thus patient, seeing that it would bo impoesible for mo to bo oonslstont and honest, and not tako 
tho ground I havo taken. For I would havo my friend — for I would havo myself — bought out from under tho yoko of slavo- 
ry — and it therefore follows that I should bo inconsiatent and dishonest, wore I not willing to havo all other slaves bought 
out from under it. Tho abolitionists aro consistent and honest in oppoaiug us for thoy would not compromieo their princi- 
ples by allowing a price to bo paid for tho ransom of their friends, or even of themselves. Thoy would rather live and dio ia 
thft chains of slavery than havo them broken by tho power of money.- That they would do bo I am of courso oompclled to 
assume. For if they wonld not, then, in tho name of all consistency and honesty, whot right havo they to bo denouncing and 
vilifying ua for our willingneaa to uso money In delivering tho milliona of alavea? YeSj lam compolfod to aaaumo that tho 
aholitloniata havo attained to such a aubllmo dislntorestednosa in carrying out their prinoiploa, as to prefer remaining ia slavery 
foffovor to having a penny paid for their deliverance. For if I do not aaanmo thii, I cannot vindicato their Bincerity. 

Tho work on which wo are now entering will bo mighty and effectual if wo shall make It a work of lovo. Lovo is tho 
remedy for human wrongs— as well tho wrongs which lio within aa thoso which lio without tho province of statcamansbip. 
Tho grand reason why statesmanship ia and always has been a failure, is just because lovo is not and never hoa been allowed 
to bo ita constant prompter and ovor-bur&ing aoul, TTnhappily, it ia thought that having a heart disquaUfles a man for bcSnj 
a statesman. But ho, and he only, can bo -a true statesman whoso understanding is controlled by ^ loving and Christian heart. 
Irova ia looked upon 03 a weakness and as incompatiblo with wisdom. But love alono is strong, and wnoro thero is no loTO 
there IB no wisdom. 

Political men who tako up tho subject of Slavery — this Convention which ia taking it ap politically — mast take it op Ia 
love, or moro harm than good to tho causo of Freedom will como of it. Tho Abolitionists, too, must iofuso raoro lovo into uiair 
ofFortB, Yigorous and clear aa aro their apprehoosiona of Slavery— juat and impreasivo as aro their doacriptlona of it— that 
la not enough, Thoy muat havo moro heart; and thoy must havo it not for tho alavo only, but for tho slaveholder also. Tho 
chief iaason why tho Southern conscionco yields so slowly under tho labor of the Abolitionists, is that it docs not fool It to 
bo a labor of love. I would that all tho Abolitionists lay hold of this measure, which wo aro now laying hold of. I do not 
say that they would In this wise givo alt needed proof j but I do say thoy wonld give ono strong proof that iho truth, which 
thoy speak to slaveholdora, ia spoken in love. 

Tho Republican party is hated by the South, hecauso it ia regarded thero as liolflah and sordid. Lot it, however, identify 
itself with tno great medauro of this Convention, and it would givo therein such an ovidenco of its booovolent and fraternal 
interest in the feodth as it has not hitherto given. Cordially do wo invito its co-operation. Cordially, too, do wo invito tho 
co-operation of tho Democratic and Native American parties, and of tho churches, and of tho Anti-Slavoiy' Societies. In a 
word, wo call upon tho wholo country to como forward under tho promptings of love— of love to tho slaveholder and tho slave, 
to tho Slove States and tho Prco, to earth and to heaven, and to put avray Siavory entirely and forQTor. That is a work worthy 
of the help of all. Who ia there that can refuse to bear a part in it? 
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THE CURRENCY AND THE RAM) i;^IM.ES, 



To the Editor of the N. Y. Tribune. 

Sir: On reading tbo Prcsidcnt'o Moscago I felt, aa I but too ortcn havfthatl occasion 
to feo!, that certain vion-s of civil gOTcrnrocnt, which a foTT mincla havo m long regarded ao vital to tho wolfaro of thq Lumau. 
family, will not soon prevail. Only in a distant future wUl their truth and vnlao be realized. Thp Prcsidont in but liko rjcarly 
all othor atatcsracn in his adhoronco to tho old theories of govommtnt. I refer especially to tiioco which accord no wido a 
province ;to Qovomment, and leave bo narrow a ono to tho people. Tho pooplo ehonld own their GoYcmmcnt. But, i;Qdor; tho 
infiuenco and operation of thopo thcoriei, Government hoa ovotywhero bccomo tho ovraer of the poqpjo. 

I'ho MosEago sayo : ' , , 

" It is one of tho highest and most responsiblo dutiea of Goremmcnt to ineuro tho pooplo a Bpiind cjrcnlotipg medium," Slq. 

And again : _ ■ 

■ " In tho mean timo it ia tho dotr of tho Govommont, by nil proper racang vfithin its power, to aid in alleviating; tho ouf- 
feringR.of tho people occaaionedby tbo aospcnaion of the bimto, and to provido ogaingj; a rqcurrjinco of oamo calomity.", 

Bat in tho day when juBtor views of its functions ohall obtain, it will bo admitted that civil goTcmmont ia under no cuch 
obligation.' Neither our rederal nor State Qovemmentfl owe any. sneh duty. ; ■ 

Govo'mmqnt la but t9 protect thp rights o? person and piTJporty. In going furthor.ifbecou^CH a usurpation, ptjo of tbcso 
rights ia thoporBOnal liberty of every innocent pcraoa, Hcnco, GovommoOt ohbiild. forbid Slnxery. It is alsoTjound'to p'rotpcp^ 
. its Bubjocta from maniacs j for maniacs put in tho greatest peril both poraon and property. Honco, it ia bound to nupprcss tho 
dram-ahop-r-that being tho chief manuCicturfir of maniacs as well an, of paupers. ; - - 

Vox bettor — iarmory in tho lino of his ofilciill duty— would ithavc been for tho Pwaldont to call on Congrcaa to forbid tha 
Halo, of intoiicaUng drinks in tho Oit^ of Washington, than' to' call] on it to attend to tho' ouririjncy, ■ Congreaii might listen to' 
auch a call from sneh a sourcb'; though,! well remember, it would not condescend tolialon ito Bpeoch in behalf of this Samd 
object. Hitherto, a Tcmporanco speech on tho floor of Oongres's, 'savo a brief ono from ttid fla'mO Hpsi bad- iiot boea 'inao'wa.' 
Would that ltmight henceforth becomp a commpn thing I , 

■ By tho way, tho nation would- not havo been deprived of- tho servicoa of Charlea Surrmor, had-Ocngross, bcfonj Brooks fell 
upon falm,'bccn wiUing to bo moved by a Temperance speech orlr^ 'an'y other "causo to'pat a aiop to th'a' aafo of ' Intoiieallng 
drinkfl liit£o City of Woahin^on. Poor Brooltol I becamo acquainted with himlnConp^sii/and found him tobe''a fnmfr; 
pleasant mim. Ho allowed in6 to speak freely tobim of his hahltof drinkiog liquor. ''Hyjfnromptly'corifeiSiedhiflSor^bvt'forit) 
and added that ha would bo glad to subscribo a Congressional Tomperanoo pledge. But for liquor ho would never havo com- 
mitted Mo enormous crime. ' But for liquor, how 'small would bo tho proportion of tbo gioat crimc'iin'or^'Iand ! ' 

Smc(> tho mach-mooted subject, of thQcurrcijpy haa cQmo.up inmy quotaUonff/roip.thoSJeMjigOj^'wUl mjco that tbo chief 
auycct ofjinylcttcr- ; I Trill but glftnqc at ipy viowa of it, aa thca^) anj th? flrat^linea Ih^ov wn^,top..fcrr ti>o pfeps aluce a Tcrj; 
Eovfflr^ iUqoijp, from which I haTO not yct.*>ntirply. recovered. " ' ,■■ - : i : ■,, ' f ■■: , 

^ ' ■ libt m'o say, In tbo outset, ^at nbtwitbatanding spy political thcjorioq arb all ycry'domocratic, I api nevertheless not among 
tbo advocatfis of aaoxclaslvo motijfllo currency. Paper iponoy. cahnQt circuIfttoMn'inK'a'barlki^ras pcpploj f^ a^peopld 
lacJc confidonco* But a civilized people havo confldoncoj andsncb a people— moaEbbipbatidaUyijC'blgbly coii^ and wiUial 
so yonug aabut ^^havo bcgjon^the development :o£-, their. TC«ot^rces—wi(l^^^ dia^nso wi,th,^p immonsq conTcniauco 

and ^ivautogQ op,pflpQr moi^ey. A cixiHaJfl pcoplo.coo airoiji^,to^roj>TO(?,con&iJenco,_f^^^^ a^pboglp havo intcUjgencQ.lp.^pidp 
thaoxeroiEO of their confidence. i;--. : . • -., ■ /f,,, V /■ ' ■ ' ■'' ■ 

Theio Is nothing ia tiw natutti of cfvil gororamcnt, and tbem ia oothln'^' in tha Oohatitution,' to justUy tho Fodffral Gorcro- 
ment la banldng, or In ondertatlng to autboiizo it in'othersi -' ijotDOTefj'aU itoCona'treitibiml pi>tfe'r'i&'4ha'm6tlbrof -thecur^ 
taahf ia almp'ly to iMin your b'nllio'a or mine,' or an;^ other raoiiV; - W6f has W aato" Gonsriiniont 'onythllig to diy wilfa banklfig ; 
and it hab' noting \vhatovci:' to do with' the cuiT?ei]'^."'-'?niIs''d6cs'"n6tii^^^ prbhihUioa lA tllii Cona'tittition. 

l?ho Oengtltutron but forbidB^tho coinmg of money by tiSijD.\^P Poi^ct'-uWdhii'ty Six cOliri^ tr^ beld-lo 'bo ^iii^tdjibtfaablb; 
HeU'co-tbls' sertic&cbuldiaOtbo mtniEtcd'toa inM Sayjaathe ^oi^haartl aiaiisBiiisfl 'oi ti^a'cbuiitfy 

aro saying, that tho Constitution forbids a State to engago in banking, hai na'jti&lffi'catibh'Miits'ioVJ ^Tliit'it'may' not engagS 
in banking, nor asamno the right of astborizing persona to do so, results solely from th^ natural limitations of tho poHfirs of 

civil govcrimiont.^ '", ^ .'^ , \' ■'"''.',.'.*■.'"' 

- . ';.Whati hDW07or,if thcGonBtit-alion-didi gnd-CTcn.in csprcas-tflxmfi,too, forbid.a State tocngago iivb.Tnkiog.? That^ould 
notiitako»tforb:d'lhoipe6plbof flw.Stato&om'eiigagins^ Ifriifass not fallow thatthb:pcoplci;of a.Stata;aro tii bs barrel 
from3n(iuliowric^tfc<»u^0'thc5tato.tt3alf ^s,'•^■-^ • -■ " 

not'only^aro lhp.poo^^^ under 'any just theory of goTcrnniain't, to bo bankers, but 

that ioPjibe'tStf^to'to I'prbldtbcm isaviohti^of ri^iita.so gross aa. to' juaUfyrevp^^^ bjia ilte right ttr b'pcomb.a 



JJtit it will tio iirf;cil tint if uU men aro left free to turn lj.iDl:c-rj, tlic public will be vldf stl vath fvciincnt nv.d j^rocit Io::xJ, 
If, IiowcTcr, tlii.i alioiild CLii-tiinly [irovo to'lij lo, iiovcrtliclcc3 QovoiTiincnt ir> rot to violct,o tho rights of tliLj pcoplL-— no, not 
even to Give tho pcoplo from frcfjucnt tsml (jrcit Idesus. But v,'ould tlicro bo liuch loacc:]? 

Abolisli Oio prc:;,';iit Dyctopi of baiihinjt ; IcaTO tiny porflori or aGsoclalion of pcraonc entirely frco to lERUona ina>\y notci far, 
firculatio!! tu:ytplc:^c. .Thbi in tboir ual.upl --ntl pQrf^Jct right ; and !■ dpmuhcnd thct itr. crcrclsf rrouhl but rarely bo 
Btteadcti villi losn to tho publio, if ao bo that adeiiurvto poiialtitja lor tho abtrsa of tho right vri;rO 'provltlc!} and enforced. AVhat 
would ho cdcquato pcnaltica'J I'he Stato.Prjoon for a cpupl? o/ycara in cacQ of failuro to redeem," at all .times, notC3 of a lesa , 
denomination than twonty dollarB. In-caco of failuro to redeem other iiolcu, or to pay de'poaita, let tho penalty bo ,tho obliRn- ' 
tion to pay threefold tho IcpaVrato of hitcrc5t"froinr tho timn of refusing payment until- tbt>-timc-of r.ctn:il payment;, and tho 
further penalty of being ilitaljlcd; p.ftcf "Quo'yeai''i3 dclintiacncy,fi*om 'oVer again issuing notes for circulation^ or keeping an ofRca 
of deposit. , . , , . • > , ; „ . . ■ ' ' '' 

But Why havo tho penalty In the formop caGp co.mucli eovfircv than in tlio latt^J^?' EtcaV^o 'fiilurb in the fonrTcr -vrourtl',, 
generally bo go much moro diGastroua, tnd occasion eo touch raoro ButToring than in the latter. It is smiiU bault-notca that am. 
in tho handfj of tbo poqr^ ' Itij the failure to i-cdccm Buch that sonda dfatrcija among thti poor.' A Iojjs of Dto dollars mth tben\ 
iniglit bo mora 10 it? cfTecta than tbo load of 'fivo' thduSand falling 'oljer/Iiifrty.' 'Itroight 1,0 tho all of aomo poor Tcan, v/hilo thff 
loscr'oE the lai^jeijiim might Qtill bo loft in" tho midatxf'biabbmrorts wid abundauco. . . ' ■ ■' 

It willbot'aid that no person tTOuld rleu tlio Stato PriGba pouaUyjondhcnco that no notoij otajosa dcnominiuidn ihan gSff 
would bo put in circulation, .llappy, thlrlco happy, iP'tbofO'-wouia-not. vT^or-thcn UiP.JosBea frcmanrbdccm'cd iibtcS'Vould tii*' 
compan^tlYOly roro. Tho poor would havo their llttlo storo in npecits andaa tOipiosG who ^r^coivd ndto'a of ^ji^O oiid upward^-" 
tboy would ego to it moro carefully than now what thoy'l-cceiva, oinco tbo habit of 'talt'ing BoiaU notVa wi'tbont pV^pcr ciiiition' 
induces the liabit of taking a;?n6tCQwith'6it pVopeptautioft."- .- . - : , _ , "" "' ' " ' '" 

Noto3 of Iqsa tha^i ,$20. G^iopjd be noittier i-ccoivcd ior aiaburscd by tho Stato nor corporationa, Iha corporation!! would 
have no ground ftmccmplaiidns of thja disability. It xv-ouWliiJ a part of tiieir borgam witb ,tUp Stata^oibai^in in w>icU "they' 
gotprivile^-a from tbo Stato, ' Ara thoy iioprkcd of 'i! oatuVaVrigbt?:' Tboy. BurrcndiJ: it in^cj^^b^iiEo^fop leglBlative grcnto aiif ' 
adTont^gca. ,, , ,, : ■■ ;. .,-,;,.,„-.,., . ■• '' 

Agfiio.ftny perooa or.aEaocjation tl^al ibbugb notoHTor clrcutationic&oald bo rcquicaj- to stato at Cbocloso of each ycaf..thff 
maximum ;atpoupt 9f .t^iei^ circulation in each month of tbo year. ■'I^at tho.avorago.-o^ thcsQ.moiimuma bp'.tl\o. jjum to bo 
n£sesscd,wUh, taiea. "FurfHcrjlot tbostatcmcnt (lind it'ohould be a full ono, oud made qhdcr oath, _t;0, fco.puniBbpd .vcr^^Bcycrely 
if fomid to to faiso) bo published' for ibo'mforma^ ' , . , .1, ' ' " ' 

I refeprod to tba. lossoa of tbo public in caEo all inon'w^ro a!lo'wea to torn banter^.- -BatTVonld tboy nil turn baplters iif 
tbo foco of ,tho bindnui(?cB which J, hftvo, proposed, ond^oven isauo small notee? Very rarc.indeedj'pnd verjj.wcll Upojp^ij ^nuafc. 
ho tho integrity anfl rcappneibiUty of tboso who, notwithatanding tho Stato Prison psnaJtyjcqqld.egci^e^ji^, pacing jsqi^Jt.^iotea 
into circidatiop,. • Morcorec, .eticli p^ij^pna ^ould not be eo defiant of tbo public eontitncnC, nor eo carcleaa of ihc pM^bl^-^ndiq- 
tlon .^f jtbo jpcnklty oyen Ui tiieu: own^cttGCr.fls to attc ■ j . , ' * ' ' ■ 

And would all tarn banliGre in caao no notes of , a leaa denomination dum twcnty dollars tftJiild- gSlii iircuTatiob'?,^ I welt 
romcnihcrt[jafupwar4orftrtyyeai>ftgo, t|?o.cpjiiit'JT.T™^ for. a. time .flooded ;Wlth notes. ,Tho irrcsponoiblttimd-obfictmlcon-.' 
tributod to this flood by ispning theUr-aotes.foF a dqlK^, find fqr.Bmiajtor.BttmBi eyen' dotra to .«ao cent-. .They codld .not bcjo 
EOtjth9ir.t€apy.t)Ton,fiYq floUar notos mto circulation. But how well known for honogty atidforgrcfltr andflCt&t^ealtttaluat' 
thoy.i)0,Js?b^^.c?uld HOCQCod in flwcl^ing iho.corrency of.th& TOuntry ,^it^,tIiBif t^yonty.oiid fifty;dplIii?jnQtB^!-„i ^ .. ^. j.. 

No ; if tbo plrculating£0{«ir ehali conaist of notes no Ibrrcr tbon twenty 'dblliyrQ, then raew of wcU^ascort^in^d '^^^ 
undoubted reaponsiblii^ will, in the end, alono enpply it'. lia that etato of things, tlio loaaoa of even notoholdcra would bo 
fower and ligbler ihumrider thaoxtoUed banting eyflbam of our Stato. Bat fiow kumcaaurabTy letter oIF would dopoBitors be 
in that state of tbinga than undei' this ayateml- irnder thin the privato property bf the banker la liable to-only a veiy hmitiid 
extent. But under that which I am commcndiDg, the wbolo indobtednesD would bo tbe'oilly HmlH of^e ixjaponBibility." Tender 
tho present ayfltora, too, no. diagmcofal diBabiUty^ and, indeed, no panlBhrapnt-whatOTer.uwaitj.dcliaqnencyr Bo.t ttndor that 
•which I.TTOold haTO tako i'to'^Iaco, noj only tiie failuro to ro i^btos inado foIiMay, bat the fijilaro tc; redeem lai^ 

onca and pay jJepoelts mdo goo^ cauflo'for an ignomimo^ ,' , / ■, , ' : , , 

^Tho 'MCurity'^of 'thB CT'e'dltora of bur banks is greatiy 'ovisrrtt^ dna tho-delDBlbn at thia point tioeda to bo dispcllfjd. - 'Ji 
certiflcato of deposit algoed by W. B, Astor would, in point of -fiict, be mcr i2ian if, in hia stead, half tbij banka fti Nfl^-YorU 
were jointly pledged to pay it. So. too, tho obligation of Eraatan Coming to pay wonld be backed by a greater amount of 
money ,to pay than. If poaa<iscd by half, tjjo biuikfl. in, Albany, put together, .^Frpm tho nataro of hia property, %h9 obligation of 
James S. WedaTOTtli yrQxHi perhaps bo etili sunir thon.^at of Mr. Oorning. What ,a sound and w^comii Bharo of the curt^q^ 
of thisfitatoU wQuldboin.thepoworof^each of thQBo.genUemoajUifamiehl^Aiid^l^ npte^iclghl 
I not add thai tlio (rarroncy they wpnliforniah would .be honoissd ^rlt of ,the w^tlon?.:, IThat I.Wyoi!aia,bf tbwj'gon- 

tlomoal niigbtj-.to OTe?y; nee^do^.tpnt ,of ,ttia pccariop, bjiyo esaad a£;)iflt^.fo5r others. ;;,Su?acifint to eay th»t ^^9??g.thent.'\U 
t!i6ro.wpni,4^ pnoughtoBteg foirthw^dpupply t^.jgbUcwith_»,jj^^ ciuOTn!^,_\:r;BM_9i»p»^tm pm^ mmaturftland(abirard 
■y«tomdiflid(uadl?yjjMa?tbfttiaDat}ufj»I an^reiiBOiwfc]^,; r; -. .-.lyriC. t. . ■■ . "; 

'What makes the' "hard timed?'' Sliare'U rio neoabf tiila We6Manl"qabfiti6nr ' Apeop^^^ 
Glavcry among their "insUtutlonB"— bo infattiatcrd aad wicked (is ,to confound the pre-eminent piracy of tho wholo Wbrld'^th 
real and sacred and obllgatovy. law^aad'oolgnbrulik of political. ecpnoii^^jasdBO licking. in. conruoi*- senad, ss. to count np in 
human bodies onoortwo thopsapdmilUons'uf thoir^w^th^'andta mi^^tT8at'fum,whi a 
ridiculous fancy, tm essential part of thehaaia of ptd>lio andnaUonal oredit-~haTO surely no- nc^ to. vondeip.afi.UiQireqncnb 
rccurrjncQ of "fcai;:d.tici{rs.V.^ By^ tho wi^, TChy (lo,o.aF09"9^t*»."i-,*^^^*'K^^° *8.ttS*r4,.9^ our national wealth, pouut 
alftvcB only? , Men wro means of acquiring prspcrty. "Ttf.'fot'that'njaiwia'thoy'iM fctquth as pro^^rty itself, 
why not 'at tluj North also ? Bat that, as it wooid nhow iHo comp6rativoV>Wrfy prtHb Sbuflt, would not suit this' policy of 
thoday. ' ■ '■ ■ ■- - ---i 



TIic abalitioii ol" Slavery ttohIiI coutributo to prevent tlic fi-cqucftL wid tlii^tr^Gsfiil ikrangcmciit in tlio coimncrcc of llic 
country. Btill moro T,-oulil tlie abolition of land monopoly. Indcail, ic- nllotv every man bia natural ri^bt of nccciia to tho i.oil 
\70uld bo !o i-onicdy no Gmall obare of tbo grcatcQt ilia vrbich tbo ',70ild cufferj. Aboliab land rooiiopnly, and tlio {jrcat mac:! of 
poverty VTovibl cpccdily disappear. 

"SVbat' mattco tbo "bard t'lmca?" Estravagant living io, doubtless, amons tlio moot efftclcnt causea. In tbia folly tbo 
Tna3C03 of tho American' ourpasa tbo inaEceQ of ovcty otbcr people. Just hero lot mo cay that tbo fiigbtful wnoto of property, 
GtrenEth, health, lifo, moralo^ia .tbo uso of tobacco and Intosicating liquoro ia an immcnao d.-nwhack on tbo pronparity of our 
country; 'How lamontablo that even tbo waitaoat fricnda of tcmpcfanco — tho most earnest advocatts of total abstinence — 
ehould abrink from taUiii£; tbo ground that ouch liquora, when offerGd for fialo for a drink, aro not invested with tho a.icred 
righta oT property, but aro to bo known and treated nimply an a nuiaanco ! r 

Our onorraouD imports go far to account for our "bard tlmoB." Tlio tariff rnon oro risbt in Baying that no country can bo 
prospering greatly which importo much moro than H exports. I cannolj however, fall in with their plan for reducin;; the cxcesa- 
ivo Importa. - Bettor to lot.tbg.cvif continue than to invade tho natural right of men to buy and celt freely whcro tbey pleaso. 
If wo allow iinr ixgarda.fnr.nU portions of tho human family to bo impartial, ato ohall peo no moro fltneua in restricting tho 
commei'CQ between natlona than botwcen couat,le3 and totvnahipa. 

Tbo waBtcful espenditurca of tbo national Goromment help largely to acMunt for tho " hard limoa." These ospeiiditurea 
aro BOverol fold aa great ao tboy aliould bo : and I add that tbey aro Eoveral fold as great ao tboy would be, were tbo cost of 
adminiatGxi^g it .defrayed by direct taxation. Novcr ahall wo havo an bonesi, economical, and cheap Govcrnmcntj until tbo 
peoplo .bvinu ibemselvcfl to conBcot to pay tbo oipenccf of it in direct taxes. For Qovomment well knowa that it will novor bo 
held to a atrtct account by the peoplo^ and novor bo faithfully and effectually watched by tbo pooplo, so long as its cstravagoncci 
bo it ovoc.^o.grpaj, and ruinous^ ia paid for only indirectly. When ita cxpeune ohall como to bo a consciouB, becauso a direct 
burden on tho people, that CKpcuse will no longer bo aixty or Ecvcnty .millions a year, nor a quarter ao much. A Tory email 
navy will then euffleo ; and a comparatively unoxponBlvo armed polico will then tako the placo of armies. 

Again, ^or BO yburig a p6op!o, 'Wo havo multipUod railroads loo rapidly, and invested far too much capital la that direction. 
MorcoVcV; ttio irionOjo to build'lhcm havd, "in very many instances, been obtained at csccBsivo and even ruinona rates of inter- 
est, ^tiiij Tacii'-that mbflt of tho^'ro'adb have been built in too great a hnrry to bo well built, and that moat of them have been 
mismanagcdj aro further csplonationa of the woato of capital, 

I ^ill add ntill another t<i iQy cnumoration of tho canscs of "bard tlmcg," "pressures for money," and kindred otIIb. 
Tbia is, tbo iifiary lawB^ TbcSo laws aro" among tho supcratitions that BtiU linger in tho political and economical world— for 
thoro'aro BuperatitionB tbero as wdll as in tho roHgious world. Lot every man who baa money to lend, bo loft entirely freo to 
bring it to the common market, and to receive for the uso of it whatever may bo tho ruling price. . 

!But, aItet giving duo weight to all other causca of our copmercial rovulaiona and "bard times," it must bo admitted that 
woBbaUiieVci'bo-exeTbpt ftom' tbosoovila do longaa'our system of corporate banks continues. Thoy, moro than any other ono 
cau^i cdnttSbnto' to'tliOBO frequent unlvoreal cxpanaiona and contractions of credit that aro fraught with Queh wido-Sprcad 
diatrcoa anil'riiih.'- ■ f ■ ; ' ■ - . .■ . 

I mado tho suppoflltion that Mr, Aetor, Mr. Oomtng, atid Mr. TVa'daworth might bccomjo bankers in tho event of tho 
sweeping asida of tho present' artificial banking arrangements, and of tho adoption in their stead of arrangements in harmony 
with natnral rights and with common sonao. Stoady would bo their Ibquob — for on tho ono hand their great wealth would aaro 
thc ueceiJftlty.of hastily and irregularly contracting thnm, wbllo on tho other their great caution, growing out of their unlimited 
liability for thp red,cmp.tion of thoir iBBuesi, would prevent tho undco expansion of thoao isauea. 

I cloHo my letter with' saying that no evil into bo apprehended from leaving tho people to Ihefrco oicrciso of their natural 
righ^, provided only that Qoycrnnjcnt wiU wield, falthTnUy andunBparingly,ita ample pcnaltieafor thoabaac of those righta. 

^ ■ ■ ' aERIHT SMITH. 

'; 'Pihrtiiiiojio, Ike. 21, lZ5t. 




Now that tho Election io pact p.nd my IftoorJ conncCtoil witti it nro cnilodj I ov-'o li fcr/ 
yrorda to tlioco who did mo tho honor to namo mo for tho offico of Qovetnor. 

Aa Doon ns I accoptod tho nomination I entered upon tho work of holding Slcotings In nil parto of tho Stato. '£hoy num- 
bered fifty tlirco, and consumed an average timo of about two and a half houro. Thoy wcro gonorally largo, iind frofjiiently 
thero wns not room for tbo crowd. 'Xo attend them lias coat mo como four thouoaad railca of travol and two and tt hilf moathu* 
time 

Tlif> utvfll chcractor of tho McetiiiRU was enough to mnlco them intertJStlng. Tlioy wero filled up with qucytiona and 
ci73i7ora end occaaioDal diectiBsiona between my qucBtioncrs and mysolf. They wcrO cmfifiattcal[y ii echoot for acquirin™ Imow!- 
cdpo of tho province and duties of civil government — a school in which wo were all pupila, and in which wo wero &II nt liberty 
to bo tcaclicra. Should uuch a i.chool bo opened by all tho candidates for high O::ecutiro oIDco iind Icgislutivo olEco, luo macscs 
(iould not fnil to grow rapidly in political wisdom. 

I hopo that tho good nccomplished by thcso Mcctlncu will notbo Gatlmated by tho smallnega of my vote. Thoy havo per- 
haps had tho effect to rednco r/vthcr than increaso it. Very unpopular answers wero drawn from mo by thoso who iiucGtioned 
ino in' regard to tho Common ochool, tho Poor IlonSe, tho Ilighta of Woman,' tho Legal ligation of a faabbatb, TariUd, Sec. tUc^ 
Manifoslly tho people aro not yei prepared to receivo tho tlioroughly democratic theories, which I havo spent so much of many 
yearn In Inculcating. Manifestly I must live and dio an unpopular politician. Still I may not havo lived in vain; nnd tbo wurds, 
which 1 havo Hpokon and written, may r.ct p.'l uic with mo. 

I cannot doubt that my Meetings havo exertod considerable influence ogainat tho Caucua Syatom — that bad Sj-^t^m; which 
has robbed tbo people of tho right of aulTrago, and loft it to handfula of dcmagoguoB to dictate tho choice of fulerc. i'hat tbo 
voters aro degraded to tho ouo work of rcjristering tho decrees of tho Caucus need but bo eaid to bo boliovod. Huppily, tho 
pmctlco of interrogating tho candidato in tho presence of tho popular assembly cannot obtain without subverting tho Oaucuu 
Syatom. Is tbero any thing oldo that can subvert it? 

You, who put mo in nomination, aro abolitioplsts and prohibitionists. Indeed, it was to promote tb6 shutting up of thij 
dramfibopa in our State and tho shutting out of tho kidnappers from it, that you dooirod mj^ olectioii. I trust that my fllcQt- 
ings havo dono Goracthing toward reviving Temperance and Freedom. I found them woll nigh dead whurover I wciit : andj I 
confesa, that they still fluow but few and faint signs of life. What folly to connect such great aacred causca \vith a TUfgar 
political party ! What folly for reformers to go into such a party I UoW mcny of tho sadly fiartyized old friccda of Prceliora 
and Tomperanco have within tho last three months told mo that I was ruining tho Itopublicaa Party I Bo iitonc-bIil.d v?ortl 
they to tho obvious fact thai tho Republican Party was ruining theml 

That there aro but fow abolitionists and prohibitioniets in thia State Is evident frcim my Gmall voto fow, I inpail, who TCt-6 
caracfit enough to place their abolition and prohibition above the claims of party. There aro, it.ia truOj tnhny who pmto ogainct 
alavery. Surely it can bo no mOro than prating, so long as thoy vote for candidates who admit slavery to bo law, and candidates 
who aro willing that our State should suffer the kidnapper to prowl through it in quest of bio prey. Thcro aro many top who 
prato for prohibition. But that thia also is mcro prating is tnanifcflt from the fact that only a voty small proportiaa of tho pro- 
fcBRtd prolilbilionista wore willing to break out from their parties in tho recent Election, and vote for tho only prohibitioo.^^il.* 
didato forGovornor. I know it will bo 6aid that many reol prohibitionists voted for Mr. Mbrgan because thoy woro duped into 
tho belief that he is a prohibitionlit. Alas, they woro willing to be duped 1 So transparent & falsehood could carry oway nono 
butfuch aa were willing' to be earned away by it. Let what will bo said to the contrary, thoy, who havo now votod with 'tho 
Republican and Democratic and American Parties, havo voted in ofTcct that tho dramshop' shall continue its horrid work of 
multiplying drunkorda and pesta and blasphemers and murdorera. If any of them wero cheated by mioroprosontatioiia, thoy 
wero for tho most part those, whocio political relations and stato of mind wero suchj 03 mado them glad to bo cheated. 

I havo referred to the smallnoEia of my vote. I confoaa that it ia far below my expoctationi Early in tho lost month I 
behevcd it would go ca high as fifty thousand. Moro than this, it seemed at ono time aa if tho Republican Party waa getting 
dincouraged, and that I mi~ht therefore possibly get a still larger voto than I had counted on. But by tho middle of tho month 
I found that tbo rcaults of the Elections in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana had inapired Republicans rvith confidence And Dem- 
ocroto v.-itb fears. Tho incHnotion of Republicans to como to mo waa now arrested : and Democrats had bocoino moro occeasi- 
bio. In this altered state of things I saw tho necessity of reducing tho estimate of my vote — fori could not expect to get moro 
than ono Democrat toward making up my loss of three or four Ropublicana. Novortholesa even down to tho day of tbo Elec- 
tion I felt auro that my voto would go aa high aa thirty thousand j and I told many and wroto many thftt I hoped it would reach 
forty. My opinions of tho reault of a political canvass will not henceforth bo valued very highly. 

lam not Euro but Governor Seward's Rochcator Speech did moro. than qU things clao to damage my prospects. It passed 
for an Abolition Speech : eiipccially because it espoused our old Abolition doctrine that )n tho end tho States must all bo bless- 
ed with Freodomj or all given up to tho curse of Slavery. 

I hopo that tho friends of Temperance will not be discouraged by this Election from further politicsl action. Such action 
must bo continued, or Tomperanco will continuo to decline. The dramshop must bo abut up, or the desolating tido of drunken- 
ness will keep rising. Hence he must not bo regarded as nu cameat Temperance man, who votes for anti-prohibitionista. Never 
did I feel more need of tho shutting up of the dramahop than in my recent tours through the Stato. Almost every where I 
mot ovidencea of tho greatly iocreasod ubo of strong drink and tobacco. As a general proposition thoy go together. Tho 
rclinquishmBnt of the one will bo tho relinquishment of tho other. What a curso are thoy to thia generation ! And .1 greater 
corao will thoy probably prove to tho generation that shall inherit our rum and tobacco-defiled, debased, dwarfed noturo. I am 
awaro that such ibatters aro hold to Ho without tho province of statesmanship. But to my mind no Btatcamon should bo igno- 
rant of them, or unmoved by them. 

I hopo too that tho radical frienda of Freedom will not bo discouraged by their fewneca in this Election. Never was thero 
moro need of their porsoveranca — for never wore her prospocta darker. How very rapid hor decline sinco tho public mind waa 
drawn away from tho abolition to tho non-oxtension of alavory 1 By tho yoar 184G tho Liberty Party, which waa over intent 
on abollahing alavery, hod swelled ita nnmbers to sixty or seventy thousand. The strong antialavery aimtiment of that year 
was responded to by tho Honso of Represontativea in a voto of 115 to 106 for shutting out alavery from all tho territory wo 
had wrested ftom Mexico. But by tho next Soasion tho majority waa tho other wajr. In 1847 the Liberty Party was awal.ow- 
od no in a virtually new Party, whoso candidato had never been known as an abolitioniat. Tho next year this new Party gavo 
placo to onother, which placed at ita head that preeminent opponent of tho abolitionicta, Mortin Von Burcn. Novortbelesa this 
Party of 1&48 waa compelled by tho popular aeoso to bo somowhat of an Abolition Party. It promisod ^and with Mr, Tan 
Bnron'a oxpreao conaant) to aboliah alavery in tho District of Columbia. So also in tho next formed Antialavery Party — that 
of 1862 — ^ere waa a meaanro of Abolition. Bat utterly impotent for good did theoo Parties prove ; and ao will every other, 
that doea not go for tho abolition of all alavory, and that does not, instead of conceding legal protection to any part of it, hold 
070iy part of it to bo a piracy and an oatlaw. 

In hia Inaogural Addrcsa (in 1853) Prosidont Piorco waa emboldened by tho growing proslavciy public sentiment to say 
that alavery " ia rccognlaid by the Constitution and atonds like nay other admitted right, and that the Statca whoro it oslats 
aro entitled to offlclout remedies to onforco tho Conatitutional provlaiona." 

In 1854 tho Missoori Oompromlao was repealed, and tho abaurd doctrino of "Sqoattcr Sovorelgnfy" installed in ita placo. 
Absurd indeed— for alnco tho American people own tho Territoriea thoy cannot cacape from tho obligation to govcrfl thom, 
can alxUcate only wbon thoy ccaso to own them: and that catmot bo ootU thoy bccomo States. 



Ill 185C llio Iti;p!iblican3 ljullt tlicir phitform ciid put in It not oiio Abolition planL". Evea na lato b3 )85i nn attempt waa 
lur.Jo by tlio Antia!i.V£3ry Party in Oon^^jruaa to ropcM tiiQ Fii;;itivo Slavo Act. But hy tho year 185G chaia Antialcwory Partieu 
had CO far dono tboir bad work upon tbo pablio mind, Ibat tlisro r/aa uo longer a call for ouch repeal. 

Under tbo detnoralizin" proc£;3GC3 of tbcco chiim AntiElavcrv ao well r,G ProcUvcry Partioa tbo country iraj now proparod 
for tbat culmination of wickcdncea, tbo Drod Scoti OociESon. Nc-t carao tbo yoto in Congre^a by wbicb tbo Itepubtican Party 
conceded to a Territory tbo rigbt to como into tho Uiiion u Uci or" u'ltiiout elavory :— ibat Lad voto, wbicb ca^t tbiu Party down 
into oup iDdiEcriminato beap witb tho other Parties upon tho low ground of " Squatter Sovoreignty." 

' Ncthin^ no'.y remaina for tho r^epublicanParty, 'or for ita npcody and mom nttionalized GncciGsor, but to fall in with tho 
virtual doctrine of tho Dred Scott Decifiion and of Mr. Biichauau'u poijitlonD, that ulavery 'exists, or may csial, in all tbo 
fitatco by fprco of tbo Federal Oonatiimlon. • 

After all y/s.n I not wrong in attributing bo darl: a prospect to Freedom ? Thia antialavery quucltcry la nccaaGarily near 
ita end. Tbo nonsenolcal movements againat tilLvery will ccon bo alt over. "Wo aha!! soon touch bottom. Then for an upward 
movement. Then for on earnest and rapidly growing Abolition Party : — a Party, that will not meet rlavery witli raoro nega- 
tions and tbo whining, cowardly deprecation of ,itB extonoion : but that v/ill boldly array against that mighty poaitivo power 
another and a mightier positive power — Liberty ngainst Slavery. It in only in tho grapple of tbeao two powera witb each 
other that Slavery can bo conquered. ' 

I referred to tbe Dred Gcott DcclaioD and Mr. Eucbanan'u positions. Abhorrent au they nro to over)' right-minded man, 
ijovertbolcEB why ebould they bo complained of by Kcpublicana or by any other men, who admit iho legality of alavcry 1 Mr. 
Buchanan wag entirely right in Eaying that slavery wea aa.Conatitiitioually in Kansaa aa in Georgia oi' Soutli Carolina. Noy, 
if raan c.ia bo nroparty, then can olavory, which i^ uimply tho reduction of man to propjrty, osist any whore, let statuteo or 
oven CocDtitutiona eay ^rbat thej' will to tho contrary. Tbo abominable Lecomptca CouEtlmtion did not orr in Baying: "Tho 
right of property is before and higher than any Copstitutlonal aanciion". For property ia not, as it is often called, tbo crcatu;a 
of law. Law can protect, hut not create, it. Property, boing auch in tho naturo of tliingQ, la necoHcarily property every where. 
Barley nrid butter, being recognized aa proportjf in this State, eho would not oufTor Virgmia to deny tbo rigbta of property in 
tho barltjy and butter, whicb Now Yorkero had carried to tbo Richmond market. If then New York allowa that nicn can bo 
property in Virginia, why Dhould Virgmia ba oapsctcd to tolarato tbo denial of tho rigbta of property in men who dwell in, or 
who aro carried to. New York? Whoever admits that A B can lawfully hold Blavea in Virginia ia oatoppcd by tliis admission 
from dcayiog tho right of AB to bring them to Now York and continue to hold them in blavery, or in other worda as prop- 
erly. • ' 

I do not forgot that tho safety of Kansas from slavery will bo cited to shov? that I am wrong in what I have said of tho 
WorthlcBsncEB of tho Non-esteasion-of-Blavory Parties. It ia true that Kansas is Baft) from clavery. So aho haa been foe 
yeara. Tula however ia not tbo work of Fartice. It ia work that baa been doao outeido of Pnrtiea. Kaneaa owes bor safety 
under Qod to her own bravo apirita and strong arms. It is truo that sbo could not bavo bad tbom-all but for help from 
abroad— but for ibo wisdom and bcnovolcnco of thoae lovora of Liberty who cmbaL'kcd and poreover^d in tho work of sending' 
her men and munitions and money. No man out of Kansas haa dono so much as KIV Thayer tO'&avc ber: and no man iu 
ICansaa so much as John Brown— Old John Brown the fighter. 

Oh no I KonaaB owes ber salvation to no Party— to no Spcechea and no Votes cither in Congress or clsowbcro. Sbo 
owea it to her amplo preparations ta repel by phyeical forco tho aggroseions of elavory. She believed slavery to bo a pirate — 
tho Buperlativo pirate: and oho prepared herself to deal witu it in just that common eonao way that cvory peraiatent pirato is 
to bo dealt with.. 

Kansas would have been just tts safo from slavery as oho ia now, ovou had tbo attempt beon mado by tho Prcoident aniJ 
all Congreaa to forco tho Lccompton Constitution upon bor. Juat as safo aa ofao now Is would sho havo been, had tho Federal 
GoTcmment declared war upon her, 

GESRITSMITH, 

' PrrEHBono, November 5, 18S8. . ■ ' 
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Among tiie many important duties of the New York Lcgialaturc tlicrc are three which are incom- 
parably more important than al! tha others. 

1st. To bhut up the dramshops, and thus restore teno of thoueands of people to sanity. 

2d. To do what it can toward relieving the State Constitution of the deep disgrace of making a white 
Ekin one of the conditions of suffrage. ^ 

3(]. To protect all innocent persons within the limita of the Stale — eapecially the weary and heart- 
broken fugitive slaves. 

I Unspealiably gratifying is the prospect that the last mentioned duty will bo performed. If it shall not 
be, it will bo owing solely to Iho delusion that the Federal Constitution is proslavery. Not only however 
is it antielavery, but full of power to abolish every part of American slavery, Conclusivo araumonts to 
this end havo often been made by William Goodell, Lysander Sroopicn, Gerhit Smith and otnerg. Tho 
following extracts from Mr. Suitu's Speech in Milwaukee June 17 1857 will bo read at this time with fresh 
interest. 



Having now said Tor what I did not, T wil! proceed to oay for whit I did, corao horo. It wap for only ono thing; end 
timt in, to besieck yon to know no taw for Slacery, and to trample under foot whcUcver claima to be a law for Slavery. Poa- 
fiibiy, however, thoro are peraons in thia aaacmbly who would stop me on tiio very threshold Of my argument by telling mo that 
the CoOBtitutioa ib for Slavery. But what if it is t What from beginning to end, it is all for Slavery ? That docB not maku 
Slavery a law. That does not make tho Constitution a law for Slavery. That but proves that tho Conatitutlon itself ia no law. 
The tlrst thing in regard to any statuto, constitution or dccreo, is not to dotormiiio by moans of it what othor things aro or aro 
not law, but whether itself ia or ia not law. Preliminary to applying tho yard-stick to tho measurement of tho cloth is tho 
inquiry whether it ia a yard-stick — whether it is a truo measuro, 

Tho Constitution cannot bo a law for Slavery. It cannot bo, if for no othor rcosgn than that so far as it may bo for 
Slavery, It Is voiii. Juot so far it is void for absurdity. Not less, but inQnitely moro, absurd would tho Oonatltulion be in 
declaring man a chattel than in declaring wood atono or stone wood. But surely you would not regard as law tho declaration 
that wood is stono or stoao wood. How much less then should you suffer tho declaration that man fa a chattel to command 
your respect and obedience ! Wo aro surprised and amused by tho hlstoricat fact that a Roman challenged for his Cxvorito horso 
tbo honors duo only to a man. But wherein ia it moro absurd to count a horso for a man ao did tho Itoman, than to count a 
man for a horso, an docs tho slaveholder? 

Again, BO far as tho Constitution might be for Slavery, it would bo void for blasphooiy. For if classing with brutes 
and niiiking into chattelhood and putting on tho auction-block beings mado in God'a own .imago is not blasphemy, what then 
can bo ? ^or if to make Him vilo by making them vilo is not to inault Him, how then can Ho bo insulted ? 

Is it claimed that tho Constitution is a law for Slavery on tho ground that it is a bargain botwoen tho whites ond blocks 
for making ono thofllavea af tho other? But such a bargain would bo void for lack of mntuality and consideration. It ia not 
credible that tho blacks camo into it; and if they did, it is not poQsihlo that they received an equivalent, or, indeed, any return 
whatever for coosenf ing to bo rtduced to Slavery. Such a reduction does of itself incapacitate for rocoiviug any, even tho least 
ineasuro of compensation. In tho very selling of his manhood tho aellor puts it out of his power to receive tho purchase money, 
lie cannot bo paid for making himself a chattel. Every attempted bargain for unmanning hlmaoif is nocesaarily void. Perhaps 
it will bo (taid that tho boreain in question was not l)otween tbo whites and blacks, but between tho whites and tbo wbltea — 
tho whites of the North and tho whites of tho South. ' But quite as emphatically in such case as in tho other would tho baigaia 
lack volidity. For certainly it is not competent for two parlies to annul tho rightu of a third. They may ontor into a compac', 
to confirm but not to destroy his rights. To &ay that the ConsUtutlon is a bargain between two dcscrlptioiis of persons to takd 
away all the rights, ay, even '^11 tho manhood o'f a third, is to say that tho Ooastitution ia tho guiltiest and fouloct «f oil con- 
flpirocics, and at tho very furthest romovo from all pousibility of being law* 

My next reason for insisting that tbo Constitution cannot bo a law.for Slavery— that, indood, no paper can bo — and that, in 
short, a law for Sl&vor? is imposalblo, is, that no person can administer or recognii:o Slavery od law without being dishonest — 
without doing unto otnors as ho would not havo others do unto him. What man is thsro in my hearing who, woro ho to tiiU 
under tho yoke of Slavery, would not rojolco to havo both court and people scoot tbo idea of law for Slavery, and Ilborato him, 
at whatever exponso to the claims and honor of human enactments t Tbcro is not ono ; and hence, if thero Is ono who knows 
Slavery as taw, bo Is dishonest. I say not that ho is conscious of his dishonesty, at:d is tborcforo among tbo worst of men. I 
bat Bay that ho ia guilty of It. - ■ ■ ■ 

I will detain yon with but ono othor reason against interpreting tho Federal Oonstltation to bo a law for SLivory. So to 
interpret it la to fcavo oursiilvcs without a Federal Oovornment. That ia not govomment which does not rromiso protoctloa 
in return for allegiance. That ia not government, but a naked despotism, which, instcf d of protecting its aubjeota, siripa thorn 
of ovetj right, evcD tbo right to thcmeelvcs ; and by its outrages opon them, cancels all its claims upon them. Away, then, with 
thoso interpretations of tho Constitution which go to release four millions of our countrymen from all allegi&nco to tho Federal 
GoverDUient, and to provQ it has not the character, and is unworthy of tho namo, of govomment 1 . Away with thoso Interpro- 
tatlona which authorito, wfilch necessitate, thcao four miilions to bo rebels and caomles in onr bosom 1 : To tho tyranny which 
holds him in alarery no m'an owes aught but to hate it, and overtom it if ho can. Tho lawful enemy of. his cooatry ia orcrj* 
slavo. , I . ■ 

There ia another point of view {q which wo could not be certain of a Federal Government, had tho OonstltuUou anthorlxod 
or permitted Slavery. In each State a bandfat might have succeeded in reducing tho masses to Slavery, nod thus haro left tho 
Fodoral Qqveroment without citizens or aalueots. - 

Buc to return to my declaration, that, even If tho Constitution were from beglnmng to end in (aver of Slavery, it noTCrtho- 
loss could not be a Unr for Slavery. Do not understand me to admit that tt Is in£iVorof it. MostemphAtlcaLly do T deny that 
it fa. ~ Such denial is dno to truth and to the memory of tho men who adopted the Oonstitution. ' . 

., Tho OoMtitatlon is not for Shivory onleaa they who adopted it meant it to bo for Slavery. ' Bat thero'caa'.bo no ovidenco 
that they so meant, ualcas thero Is evidenoo that thor saw Slaveiy.in tho Oonetitutiun. When the masses veto for a paper, it Is 
novar to bo alleged that they veto for crine in it, uuiess tho crime ia on the Ciooof it, and they ore thereby certainty apprised 
of what they aro .doing. Hence we do Oar ancestors great and cruel wrong when we chai^ them with having ostabllshod tho 
ouporiativo injuatlco of Slavery in a paper, which, at the most, but covertly alludes to It. Xf Shivery is openly there, then blanio 
tho^i; but not if it only lurks there. - It ia worthy of montloQ that the uonrtd ccnc'ar with common seoso' in holding that fno 
Jqtt U to be interpreted in behalf of palpable mjustlco, unless soch injustice is espressed \o irresistibly clear terms. Says tho 
Scpremo Court of tho United States : Where rights aro mfribged, 'whcro fandoinontal principles aro overthrown, whero tho 
" general systctrt of' the laws is departed from, the legislative iotentioa most ho exprosscd with trreeistlble clearness to indaco a 
" Court -^f Ju8ti(M to BuppoM ^ dcnigii to cCTeoteacJi objrct3i" ,2 Craach 390. Surely ho moat he qulto ignorant of tho spirit 



ir'liicb provaiicd ('.laonfj tlio Arucric:iti inr.;.::c.i n*. I'.io olo'o of tlio TluvoIiUioiKuy w.ir, v;ha buliL'VCj tliiiL ii Coiii^CuuLiuii o:;iiL'j-,'jty 
KiiJ clearly ffi* SIcvvcry \vci\iM imvo beau niioiitoJ by llicin. 

Hut. it iu.TUd .hr.t : uy \,-hi- fiv-iu-d th. o'oiiiitiUUii-n int(.--itl,'ia \t to bo !')r SUvery. V/a-t if l'..cy ilil? 0 ;!.itu- 
tlon 10 not the Lr-ntiTi,! who fi.uncd it, hu: ./Imt uhu whu ^Jo^jted It, in'^ndud it to bj. A duuu oi land iu no:, \,'Ii;it 

the ccrivenor, but wl:;^t thz grautor and gr.-.iitco iin;?.tit to lin.vQ it. 

I am not willing, however, that tho framcra of tho Coiiatitutioii tliouUl bii miaropresontcd or dishonored. I ceo not ono 
pnrticlo of ovidonco ttiat ihoy meant to catabliah Slavory, or ovon to apiro it for another [;oiieration, 'i'hoy put into tho Con- 
otitution many po-.verj, z.ay one of which ia capablo of hom;^ wiolded for tho immcJiato and cntiro overthroiv of tho \/ho!o oyo- 
tem of American Slavory. Did ihoy quahfy them qq as to osempt Slavery from their oporation 7 Thia thoy certainly would 
have doiio Iind thoy bcijn hitont to eatablinh Slavery, or ov^n to prolong it!! Hfo beyond a fowyeara. Buc they did it not. They 
did not fiiiVr " No pGr:aii except (i niavo," hut " No person ohall bb deprived of lifu, liberty or pmporty v.'ithoufc du^^ pronaaa of 
" law." 'i'hoj did net ooy, " 'i'ho lighc of tho pooplo except ulavea," but " Tho ri!;ht of the people to keep and bear armo ohall 
"not bo inf-ingcd." It in tiupcrlluona to remark that tho mastors will throw down tholr whips whenever Oovornmenl Qhall- 
oboy tho Owiiatitutlon nnd pr^tccli tho ulavca in taking up their muaheta. Tho framorj of iho Oonstitution did not tay,'" Tho 
right of the people c-icept tho clavca," but " Tho right of the people to bo eecuro in thuir purdoni," itc:., " bhnll not bo violatod." 
N Of' did thoy confine CoiitiTuca to coloi" or condSifun in obtaining recruit J for tho army and navy.' '1 need not nay that Slavory 
would como to a opacdy end were Oorijijrcsii to go among tho blacka urfreoly aa among tliu whites to eupply tbu army and navy 
with.oillcorfl and privates. It io only by observing in every direction the policy of proscnbing.-degrading and outr-i^ins tho 
black man, that tjlavcry can-bo raaictained, . A[^aiii,' iii forbiddilig attainder, tho fratnorn of tho ' Conatitiilion' diil not tscepL 
Slavery, v/hich ia tho worst possible form of attainder. Nor did thoy provide for tlio defeating of -tho' writ of habeaa corpuo 
by allowing the plea — tho entirely clToctuat plea— of pronorty.ln man. Thoy provided for tho ousncnsion of tho writ iu cortain ■ 
opeciQod qoeca; byt Slavery la uot.oiio of thuBo caaos. \Vtill did Professor Ohriatian eay, " It is thia writ which makes Slavery, « 
" iiapnsaiblo in Enj^Iand." ' , ' " ' ' ' ■ , 

■IVhsn I Bald that tho framcra of tho Oonatitutlon put many powerg Into it that could bo used cfTectuatly for tho dcntruc- ' 
tlon of Slavtryjl hop!) you did not understand mi; to claim that BUfihuso of theih waa their purpoao; AIl l cluiiu at itila point • 
ie, ihat,inaGinucb.(i5.it v;ua uniicjratbod on all hands that Sla-vcry wan to caasu in a fu^s- years/ no caro was taken and no diipuai- 
tion was felt, to protect it from bolng awept oway by the principles and provisions of tho Conalitution. 

Aqi I aakcd why the franicrn of tho'Conatltutinndid not in torma provide for tho abolition of Slavory. I answer tliat in tho 
fipot placo, Wasinuch aa Slavery waa dynig and doomed, thia waa not thought to bo necessary, and that in tho second placo, 
they wcro not willing to let postijrity learn from tho pa^'oa of tho Oonaiitution'that. their country had over bo,on disgraciid wiih 
Slavery. Tho eilcnco of tho Oonatitniion respecting SlaTory ehows far nioru loathiug and abamo of it than coald any cspresa' 

condoinnation of It, howovor ompbatfc -' ' ■ • ■. 

But' it ia'eatd tbat'therolB hlatorv'to prove that the framcra of- tho Constitution wcro willing to let Slavery continno. I 
ndmit it. ^Vbat ia'moro, I admit that tlioro aro clauaoa in tho Oonatitution v^hich contribute proof of tho troth of ihla hiatory. 
Ncvcrlhclc33, topo ifitoblatbry for tho cako of interpreting- thoEc claUBea la behalf of crime i9,a8v/chavo already aeon, wholly 
Univarranted by tho r61c3 of Ibterprotation.' It ia its lettoi*, and not its history, that' is tho Oonatitution. For tho Hake of tho 
nrguraont, howevcri I will admit that theso clauaca refer to Slavery. ■ 

But for how long was' Slavery to contlhao 7' Only for some twenty years wero they willing to let it continue. And what 
ts njoro, tho ,ni?JJ5"or It was rcijg^ijpably e.tj>ccted to bo of tho comparatively mild typo of house and farm Slavery, and nvt of tho 
Eovcro typo of planUtlpu glftvery,,' .Tbo'ditfeiencu'betwion tho two ia eufQciently marked by the fact that tho price, of a slave 
theo woB hutonorfohr^h ^'o ono^BixH: v/hftt ttla"n'ow.' Ufa tow price at that liiuoindicatea how comparotivcly light waahia labur — 
how,comparrtUvCJly, easy. vraa bia lot. . . 

I Baid that tho framera of tbo CoDstUution expected Slavery to continue for only eomc in'onty vcarfi. The bietorical (ruth 
that, in this cpunt^-y ag w.oll m England,.th& csaa^ition of tho African slavo-trado waa lyukod to aa tlio ceaaation of Sluvt-ry itaelf, 
Is undiaFntodi^ ' Now, history la conQrped at' this point by tho migration and importation clauao of tho Constitution; that claueo 
protGQtlng tha'tradu for .only, twenty years. But that Slavery ItBolf waa oxpccted to continue only Bolong is manifent from tho 
fact that- this protection; briof oB.lt waa, waa to boc'njoyci only by the then oxi.ating Statop. ' But if tho now Staiim (and ro- 
momhor thtt tho Oonatitution dspresaly provideo ifoi' ^hoifadmiaBlon) wore not to bo 'allowed to partieipato in tho African 
fijave- trade,' it waa bccauao_ tbey wero not to be allowed ' to havo Slawry. Having Slavery without n-cndting it from Africa was 
a 'thing not tUon thought of.' If, huwevor, tho new States' wero denied the right to have Slavery, it fulluwa that the old States 
Vfcre not to bo allowod to cot&bliiU It— aitics that wduld bo to allow on Inequality of rights between the now and tho old Slaica. 
NooQo claims tbat such Inequality oj^Iats In tbo conlcmplation of- the CoDstitution. ' Tim Hon.'S- A, Bonglaa. in hta lleport un 
KBn'safl to tho Senate, ^March 12, 1850, afBroiQ'ln'aduhd logio ahd omphalio language tho constitulionul equality of tho States. 
"Tho IlmitatlonB." oaya ho, "which that inBt'rumeht (tbd Oonatitution) baa iuiposed, arc fuw^ apcciDo and uniform — applicahlo 
'•aUko to ail tbo Statflii.old'nnd now. There la no a'uthorlty for patting a restriction upon tho aoveroignty of a new State, which 
"tbo Oonatltutioii ha'a 'not placed on the original Stotea. ■ 'lndeod,'if «ucb a refllriction- ctfuld bo imposed oii any State, it would 
" iuBtantly cea&o to bo a Stas6 within tho meaning of thti Federal OonstltutionJ aud in conscquenct) of tho inequality would na- 
'iBimllato to tbo oo'ndltion of aprOvlnco ordependcnfcy. Honco. equality among all tho States of tho Union U a fundamental 
" pnnciplo In our fedcrativo syetom — a principle embodied in tho Oonstttution, as tho boaia npoh which tho American Union rests," 
Tuoso jit^t vio^ of thia iptollecttial'aud diBtinguiahed'Scnhtor werQ doubtless held by the framcra of thu Cunatitutlun. ' And 
how, thfltcforo,' wlia.it poasible for thoni to jaatify thia , restriction upon tho now. Statun, and thia virtual delusion of Slavery 
from them, oa any othe^p^i^lciplu than that Slavory was toibe terminated, and net ostabrisbed, in tho old Stalea ? Tho eleaf- 
hoadcd Senator caq himtelf Como'tonu'otbctr conclualon. ' Ho caunct £ail to 860 that on any utbor auppoaition than that Slavory 
vaa to CQOao ia a.foTr years ia aU tho.Statca^'-tho frsmem ol tbo OonBtitution intended that It abould ordain Inequality of rightu 

botjvQwtbo Statoa;- t:- .);...... ■ . . 

Joathorol would eay that thia migration and importation clauao waa insisted on by the n^preaehtativca of two - States 
opiy; They pleaded fer tna 'continuance oC thb African. Blavo- trade on the ground that South Carolina and Georgia vrcro not bo 
5VQU suppliod with eorvanta as tho other States ; and. that it waa thoreforo dus to equity and to tbo equality of tbo States to 
fiUow tnQm to gat'further BUppUea for afsTTiyoarafrom' the Ooitst of Africa., tndood, but for its an^villingnuss to diatin^ish 
thosoSUllcE) invldiousl/aDd to mortify their pridej .tbo OoaitcmUoa' would havo expressly cooQood' tbo trada to. Georgia end 
South OaroUna. ■;, , i. ■■ 

Another pi'bdr that plavorywaa'allort'edonly a brief duration la to bo found in thoOcdinanco for tho North-'^Voat Territory. 
(That and thO.OonStitution were.ftumcd at nearly the same tltno' anfi to somo extent by tho aame men: ' Tho Ordjnanco provides 
for tho rocapturd of fugitive' aerviahlB J fcna, Inaamucb' 'aa it spwikB expressly of Stavcry, wo will afisumo that ftigitivo alavea are 
included. But tbo Ordinance, liko the migration and importation clauso in tho Oonatitution, conSnaa its bonoQts at thia point 
lifbcneOts they may biicallAl)'to thoold Statba. It was only thoeo'who had escaped from "any onoof the origlnol States" 
iha^nilshtbo.rccafitur^dj. Hanco,'Uke tbat'elaune, the OtidliiaDco aloo- showa. that the dot? States vrtAa not to have Slavery at 
all, and that the old States were not to havo it after the few years' allowed theni io' which to bring it a peaooful and gradual 
date. ■ ■. ' " 1 ■ " ■' r-, 

^ , .. IRat I.may ba askecl wbv, ftinco tho Ordioasoo and the znigratlon and Importattoa olauso both' provo eb clearly tho policy/ 
and purpose of 'abolishing Slavery, <thera is nothing |n'Che fc^tiro servant olatue or' tho Oonatitution to proro tho liUe polioy 
and porpoM). ->Vhy, docs net this clauao, liko that In tljo Ofdinancg, Hrolt tho right of ?ec5pttjro to ." tho oripoal States'?" 
'17icampU''ande^€xplanaiion'iathai tA(a f/otwc inth^ QjnsiifUtiondoes npt.nfcr to elax&s.' laH strango that it doe»,^ot? 
'No.' '^t is notttt^allatrangb that they, who ijiigljt consent to hara the coromon territory of (ho natipi) modoa sJavD hunting 
grpiindfor thorowjoira of ita tarritorlsl ewtonco, ahouldrefufia to offond tho dignity and loiuU tbo BQlf-rcBpcct of ft-Stato by 
maWngU oapalao. - ■' ' .' , . ^ . ■ ■ • - - 

"Sbo faot that this danso.doei ilofc limti Its aso to tlie old Statei, titt^rly forbids the putting of a <Prodlavory. intorprotatioa 
,upoi;i it<. If tho OonvoQiioa intoadod to hiT? it apply w bIatos, why dlii t£oy not qa^lily It so aa toimake Is correspond with 
.Vho,OMlaopco.RndiUioiEdgi^ion(m4EinpoitationcianBo^> ■■ . '' ■ -■ ' ■ 

Again, tho Wgi^ago <}f the fiigitiTO Mmnlclauab fn tho'ObijBUiution'nialcca ifwhoUy'iaappllcable to slaves. Tho popsDnp 
referred to in thia diviso'iiiii debtors. Scsrico is due IVom them. But tho Bla?o being a more chattel, acd, thetvfore,'lDcar,abIo 



of v. cnliuct, i;.-.:. o.\ j iioLhii'.j. Gr.ya Juatieo EjjL: '■ A L'.r.-ict b ii-,c.^p:.bl'J of COUi;:~''t," 'i'Ii3 lUvo coi!:.i iiU 

thuL lio C3U own nothlti;;. iliit mr.i:iC"L!yi liQ v.'Iiii c:;ii o\r-i iioLhi-.i," c-iii O'vo r-otiiui^*. 

Then lIiJ liialory ti . un tho luttor of thb clnunD provca that it Inj no rcfoiviico to obyoj, Tiia p/ot^ncj Hut il ij 
Pro~,lavery coinproiuua of thu Ooiiatitmion io prcpojlerouo. In nono of r.ll t'-i uuuiLToua pkin of Q Con ititi'.tio.' bjl'jK; tliit 
OoriTCiUi:,!), \7ei-() fii;;iUvo L^rvantii of any IciiiJ rufurred to. Not only \^ii3 thoro buS litllo riuuii'o;; ai;uy of uluioa thut tn:io, 
hut, of ctiui-fio, very liitlo cccount waa inajo of their running array v/heu tlicjii' prico raiifjbcl frora only l,|!lO[f lo JJ-LlO, roui 
it v/nn iiiiiYeri.aily undcrotood that nil American Slikvct-y \7aa to cca!;o in como twenty yearu. It v/ould have co cij;iLULi but for 
tho calamitpua invention of tho cotton gin. 

It v;cu only tv/cnty dayfi bcforo tho Ooiivontion closed itQ labors that tho cubject of fugitlvo nlavc:i wai montioni^d. A mo- 
tion wft3 then mado to ptovldo in the Conulitntion for their recapture — a motion in terms for thu recantiiro of fugitivo c.'qiv^r. 
It T?a3 imraediiituly and indignantly Bcouted out of the Convention. Tho motion of tha next day, which apoko not of flavor, 
but of puraona who owo eorvico, wao instantly adopted. Thcro wna not ono word of diccuGaioij, and not ono diaicntinn; vot^. 
And yot, fsUhQu^U Qo directly in tho face of ita history and Itsttcr, wo nro unccauingly told that tliio fiidllvo flarvant ct.iuLu 
applies to olavcg. Shame to thoao who toll thu iuipudont fulcehood, and ohamo to thoso who beliovo tho'ra I 

T cannot leavo thig cliiung v/ithout adding ono moro proof that tho Convcption did rot intend {o htivo It apply to dIsycj. It 
ia admitted that thtiro ia much historical proof that tho apportlonm,cntclauiQ ig tho ConQtitution,'iv3 v/oll ca iti clanaa on in:,'^ra- 
tion and importation, rofun to elavca. Norr tho Constitution poBltivtily foi-bida that tho latter ctauto shall bo amended Ls.oro 
tho year end, in cfll-ct, poaitively forblda that tho former, r,o far aa it relates to Slavery, chall bo amcndgdhcforo th.'ittlmc. 
In other worda, tho Constitution provides that Slavor^ aball until 1808— the expected tiiotj of Ita death— not, fail to havQ tbo 
bonoQtB of thcEo iv^o clausoa. In atudying tho Conatitution at this poinji for youraukcQ, you vj^Il, of courio, roinembtT that ot 
that limo tho forblddins of capitalioo and direct taxes was tantamount to tha forbidding of nU incaua to defray thq crpotiM3 of 
Government.- 

But if iho Constitution wa3 no madii as to prohibit tho amending of Itcclf in theco respects durin,^ tliat pariodj which vraji 
loolicd upon aa tho wholo lifctimo of giavory, why waa not tho prohibition oxtondod to tho fugitWo oorvantclaiico ulco? If thii 
framera of tho ConQtitutioii intended that this clause should authonzo tho rccapturo of fugitivo slaves; if, ao io co pcroiatingly 
rxjprccontcd, thoy intended it to bo ''ono of tho Proslavory compromicco of tho Constitution," why then who not tho tmend- 
' inent of this claueo aa well aa tho othera forbidden 1 Thuro can bo but ono reasonable explanation.' Ti'ic ConvcJition did }iot 
•purpose the applicatiov, of the clauso to slaves. Whatever t>70 or thrco of tho merabcra may havo hoped frora its operation— 
howver tonfldcnt thoy may have been that thoy had ouccecdod in smuggliDs Slavery into it— thoro fa no ground for bollc7lnE 
that the great body of tho Convention cxoectcd that tho clauso would bo used for recovering fugilivo slaves. In point of fact 
not ono eiavo was taken back under it until many years after — not until Slavery had to uo smalt oziil"!!! como to.b'o regarded aa 
a permanent ayntiira, and tho piico of slaves had rieen accordingly, ' ' 

- And thero ia still ono other reason why wo should believe that tho framera of tho Constitution did not intend to. help 
Slavery livo, and why vtq ehould beltevo that thoy committed themaelvea to no guiltier policy — Bullty I admit It W(is— than 
that of allowing tho dying demon a few years in which to die. It Ib, that to bollovo tho contrary involves them lu tlio grosfcat 
hypocrisy. They began the Constitution with tho solemn declaration that thoy Intended it to " eecuro tho blescioga of liberty 
and' when they had tlnishod'it, and woro about to submit it to tho people, thoy unanimously struck from it tho word " eorvitude,'* 
and Bupplicd ita place with service, for tho avowed reason that sorvltudo denotea tho condition of olavoa, and oCsrvIco tho obli- 
gations of freemen; For ono, I am not prepared to call them hypocrites, aa all virtually do who iroputo to them Pfo-Slftvory 
purposes. ' ' ' 

■ I wilt, at thia stage of my remarks, speak of the. ProsUvery interpretations of tho CotiBtttutioa.by, AntlDlavery, men. 
Coming frum such a pourco, they arc peculiarly pernicious. The mass of the American jieoplo bpo wbrBhipcrfl.of t^io Oonetitu- 
tioM, Thoy recognize no higher authority. For Anti-Slavery monj therefore, to toll them it is Proslavery, io to bring thorn 
under a mighty intluenco to uphold Slavery. Most lamentable, therefore, la it that oo many of th'ead sincuit! iovore df freedoin 
should bo taxing their ingenuity to provu that tho Constitution ie Pryslavory. I havo often vrondored why certain dUtinguiah- 
cd Antialovery printa should peraist in their Proslavery construction of tho' OonalitutioD, and in thoropy giving ouch oburid- 
ant comfort and ctficient help to tlio enemy. Is it becauso' they fool tho obligationa of honor and courtbay ^ ' But bovor v?«r^ 
honor and courtesy less calUd for. No aueh comparatively potty considerations — no such social convontlonollatoa — aro' ho 
liiuch as to bo thought of, when qverlaatlng juatico is laying qer Btomest commands upon OB,-and'iB, bidding ua; draw up our 
poor brother out of the pit of tilavcry, and deal, faithfully with tho crime of putting and kcoping him there. - ' ' 

Great folly and great wrong aro they guilty of, who allow honor and courteay. or any otbor conaideii^tlori^ to .tom'pf tjibsp 
to tramplo on tho canon of Interpretation for the siiko of Bholtering tho grcateat crimo. Of thi? folly and wroitg v^m ono of 
these prints guilty when a fow wcolta ago it wont into history for proof that tho words, " No person enaU bo' deprived of ■ lifej 
liberty or property without due procesB of lav," aro not a limitation on State as ^roll aa Kodonil powerti. What right had, i{ 
la aervo tho most flngrant form of injustice at tlio expcnso of the CBtabllahed rules of legal interpretation 1 W^' inay go'intb 
history to help a law speak for Justice, but never to help it speak for InjuBllco. Injootlco cari claim nothing firbm o' fow, oAv'o 
from Its surface and obvioua letter. Justtco may wring all it can from law — Injustice nothing.' N.ow, this print U'nbwa,na wo|l 
us v.-o do, that tho language of tho Oonatltution in thu present caso is, just w appUcabto to a St&t9 a? to tho Nattoii-r^JaQt 03 
much fitted to impoao restrictions and negations upon tho ono as upon tho other. It knows oa irall aa wo d6, that Iho Consti- 
tution la aa obvloualy a pap^r for limiting tho poworf< of a State Qovorumont, as those of- tho Fodi^ral 'Goverdmeat. ' "' 

I^et what I havo said should "bo cooBtrucd into my admisnion that tho toIoo of hUtor; at tblfi pojot is. on tliosido of Shvo- 
ry. X expressly deny that it ia. Thia print con hardly haVoicad tho Oongrcsstonal dlscoBaionB ontho AmGndmontq of tho Ooa- 
Blitution. Let it read them ; and it will then bo better able to judge of tho history of tho AmeUdm?nM. Eapecially Inatmcto'd 
will It bo by Mr. Madison's wiao worda In favor of restraints upon State as woll aa tiattonal oovoroig^tjr. ' ' , - ^ 

But tbofAult of tbcsD intoUcctnal and accompltahod oditora to trhom I havo referred, Is notalono that they allow thomDoIycs 
to bo Swayed by honor and courtesy in a caso whcro thoro is no room for honor and oouTtoay. Their ovon greater Ciult |8 iti 
Btill according rights to Slavery. Slavery has no rights, unless it bo that single rightof every, wolf— tho right to killed.' Id- 
etoad'of a party to bo respected and treated with, it is a mere piracy. ' 'IiistoAti'of oein^ ft laitr, it >a aaoutlawT' '^Ylth aU,tiieU 
lAntiolavery feeling, and all tboir love of justice, and all their npproclatioo of htmiaa nglit9. tDoy.Wim aeVflr ypt to haTO taken 
the gauge snd dimensions of the black man's manhood. With them white manhood' still appears to l>e.ons thing, and black 
manhood another. Not yet do they seem to havo bo far escaped fr ooa the gonoral pw^jodlcoB ^ to' identify t|ho rights and iritep- 
cflta of a block man with thoao of a whlto one. Think you that thoy wocitdgo Into history, orai>ywh3rb'elpe,'fbp OUch!QWcpr(j- 
tatipna of law as would helpiasten tho yoke of Slavery on tho nocks of their whlto coRntrymon? " Le^thojr}' s^ylp'tfcjiir columns 
that there might possibly bo a legal eqalavement of their whlto coontryiaen. an'4 toot tfiey wonid rMOgQixo, nonot «nd defend 
it as law, and thoy would quickly lose all their subscribers, tmless it might bohsrannd thoro a' Hanker Democrat orfowU 
Whig, orjY(!wi-ror/i:06jerMrp4raon. '' ' / " ' ' ■ ■ ' ' ■ 

How great is the fotco, how blinding la tho inflaonco of hatit l -. Th^so oditflm' FO»lil 9trep99usly roflUt ftH tucii intcrnnj- 
tations as would' servo to cheat them out of » favorifo dog; and yet thoy cannot bvea^ out of the editoi^lfil habit of goinf hera 
and thero— into this forbidden placo and that— to hnnt op legal fntorprotationa whlcjh 4D8tlfy tho filavehQlder, and eoabb hUa 
to ktjep on cheating hia follov-meu out of all tholr rights, andeven oat cfUi^ms^lTM^ • ' 

♦ * ' ♦ ' -• . • ■. "♦.■'''*""'■'#'' V " . t, ' , ■ * , » " ' 

One of tho nevrspapers in quostion claims that wo are eatoppod from giving an AotlsUTory Intcrprotatlon to tho OonstUu- 
tloD, by tho tact that hitherto a Proslavory interpretation has so generally boep ^vpntdit.'' Baton tnis^aiurioprlccipldttcUg&t 
arrest every reform, oven tho Antlolavory reform, ■vvhloh, to Itri eVorlaatiag honor, ^t did |taoIf hiJgln. Tbook Bca^^rt I'- the bHtq 
hiwloat ijono of his rigbtJf'by wmtficr; and wo Wo'oPt nfliio"f<>.9^ p'sMfwhTO feynraiMe^^ fiodlf tathojiwterlcno'wlodge 
of haman. rights and justor icterpiotaUons of U?r, which aro coming to obtain is our day. tho Oonstitution Is soen to bo not fo? 
Slavery bat for Liberty, then wlU wo wield it for tho dolivoranco of tho slavo, oVcn thotiah it were tnio that It had htthdrto bian 
Blwaya wielded for his dostraction. " Nt^li^m iemjnti cccnrrit regV^ . Bat it tho king, should, loso ^o ri^t by thp fijpM of , Ume, 
Ei>uoh more should not tn? slavo. Ifinpw'.at tho last, tho Oppstitujion la dog up9u);of ihbhTg&eftjidfProaUTOhr^^hi^^ 
ivhicb It has long lain buried, and If) found to (uU of tho principles Ub^tty* at)dnttec!yda9Mtutaoi!^:iUl«<HUtabKaciito 
Slavery, then, now at tho last, by all our high ro8poc2ibUltlca to tho sl&ro and to E«avoUf-(7C TriU-uao theprocion? imti^tacnt 
10 procure hlafjfcodom. " -' ■;■--'-•)■' ..,',;■■ 'y...!' .■<.■ i.. • v 



'Lat liiolisro czy that Ficciloiii c:in bc.iv r.iiy oUilt cppo.iUion better tlnii thia, which cl.a ciicountciM hi tho hou..o ci n;;i' 
friend'^. EI:;! cm h:j.r to bo oj) i:. -:! hy tho'ciirrcut rch,^!^,; cf tho ccuiitir," I""- thr, i):Dp'j Is .i",; t-il iv.;' Trji' r, con- 

volitional cud cpFiriou^ ru]l-ioi),*\/hich i.iirca il'-olT un -./lib fJ!-:\-iy, ;ucL:,d or Gt::nily vJ-ui;:inlio- ilj ajitmctiou. Oh:, cut h.-av 
to bj opnc^rii by tho Doniorrr.tif invty, ^.■h!ch, Atitui hl:c, hn i:ohI itroif to \/orl: qv'iI, or by niich Itcpublicrm r.T -.ira Frccilctm 
to (;(;rvi! party. IJiit tlio cvo tlihi;; tli7.t I'Vccilnm c-.mint, bear b to br,vo j\nf iohwcry mr,n. Antifllavciy iLT.iicrc, t!io inciat tiiatm-, 
[;iUGhe!l mid influtiitir.l Antblav:ry n(:u'.ip.n;:;i.., at \.'or!; to roh tho poor r.ud por/crleaa dlavo of tbcs tIoiistitiiti(}ii and givo it to 
tho proud nnd pov.-crrul u!avL;h older. Oh I if tbLiro \'i anythlni; that bolon^a to tho nliivo, it io thin paper, which our frithoru r/onltl 
not coiiEcnt to Dtain with tiio word "clavcry," ana which tiny wora dotcnii'ncd nhouW go dowu to pcJtority with a cloau cud 
fair fdco fjr liberty. ***.>*.>**/<*'«.*^ 

After all, ;ro chould not bo (mrpritcd nt it. Tho writer of that articlo hao evidently otnbraced tho theory of tho uhvoholdora 
ilnd of tlio [iham Uoniocratiu p.^rty, lliat tho Amorican uccpio aro mill u con fjilo ration ofSlatea r;ilhor than n Nation j and that 
thoir atto[npt to cacipo from iho oiio condition to tho dthor way abortive. On tho iiiduutrioau otforLi to propa;^uto tliia thuory 
in the c;icn.t ruliiini'o lor \;r-rdiii^ oh' deatnietion from SIavcry;and reGiatin,r^ nil !ntorfott;nco with it. So fiiraa bib; polit!c-tl action 
c^-iaiQSL Slavery ia couetjrned, v.o havo very littlo to hopo for from him who i'i co unfortanatc a'j to rcccivo thia lalco and miu- 
chievocD tboory. Uo will feel no national re^ponaibdily for Slavury, for ho will t'ony that ho in unilor any. Tlio foarful v,-ord;i 
of Ilc-aven rcgardiDg national aina will inuplro him wilii no alarm bo far aa Amoricaij aiarery ia concerned. If, too, Gccryia 
should enact tlmt one half bcr njaio or one half hor fcmalo childroii ohall bo put to death, ho would wauh hU hando of all political 
rcbpoucibilUy for it. IIo would proiiounca it tho concern of no othoi' nation but tho uution of Goor[;ia, I admit that it la of 
comparatively fevr crimc3 in tho Statea that tho Federal Government iu to talro cognizaiicD. But of thc:o fev/ lu Slavery. Tho 
iTorda of tho Oonaiituiion, tho neccuaitiej of govijriimcni. tho mdiapeucablo temio of our UdIou, and of our continued national 
oriatenco, absolutely forbid Slavory. - ■ ' , 

' Tho chief icauou of this writer for holding that vro aro a confi:deracy rathor than a nation, ia that tho mombcra of tho Con- 
vention for framing tho Oou:5titution woro choaen by tho States, and that tho Conatitution wau submitted to and acted on by 
tho States. But boaidoa that couvouicnce dictated this arransomont, It woo absolutely noccsaary. For who cleo than thu iajo- 
plo of 11 State could havo authority to withdraw toy part of tho power hitherto uiorclaod by thoir Stale Government? and 
who oIeo than the pcoplo of aach Stato could havo any part in confernng ouch withdrawn pos7or upon tho no wly- created Nation- 
al or FodorarGovernment? 

No, tho Oountitution ia not. tho. work of aovoreign Statco, but of tho Anjcrican pooplo. It wao tho American pcoplo who 
decided to havo q Qooeral Govoranacnt j and no lcs3 waa it tho American pcoplo who dceldod to havo State Govommcnta. Tho 
duties of tho Stato Govoramotit wcro QQslgasd, and ita bouada oBtabliehcu, juBt as fully by tho wholo American people aa wero 
thoeo of tho General GoTomment- ■ Tfao ono nation, which thoy agreed to bocomo, thoy also agreed ehould bo governed partly 
by tho machinery of Stato Govommcnta, and partly by that of tho General Qovornnicnt. 

Let not tho thoroughStato- flights men (of whom Iclaim to bo ono) bo olTondodat thia viow. It does not follow from our being 
ono nation that tho Stato Qovornmenta aro necessarily eiibordlnato to tho General Qovornmont. Thoy may bo co-ordinate with it. 
Nor doC3 It follow that appeals lio from thb Stato to tbo -Federal Coiirta. Each in its sphoro may bo Independent of tho o^her. 

I havo eaid much to you In praise pf tho Oonatitutlon. Let it not bo inferred, howovor, that I claim for it tho firat placo 
in your hearts, , Among all Stato papcre, Buch pro-eminenco UolongH to tho Declaration of Iridcpcndenco. Thoy greatly oxaggo- 
rato tbo merits of tho Oonatitation who eco in It tha origiui of the Union. Ab it doea itsotf dectaro, it was roado " Jn order to 
form, a moro perfect Union.'! The Union already oxiatod.. It had been entered into ovon before 1770. It waa, however, tKo 
Paper of that mcmorablo year — tho aobleat potiticat paper ever cent over tho wodd — that was tho flret to set forth, formally 
ana autboritativoly,,tho niwona, why tho Ainoncan Coloaiea should bccomo onp nation ; and tho flrat tbuo to oot forth tho 
Bubllmo and mighty principles which wcro to vitaUzo and forever govura that nation. This io tho jiapcr which desiirvoa to bo 
called tho flrst.Oonstitntlou-of our countir; for it ia tho flrai, in tho ordur of time and tho flret in tho degico of authority. 
"Ona of tho ymlnent atateaincii (Qen. Root),of my Stato pronounced It "tho fundamental law of tho land and another (John 
0. Spencor)'dccIarcd it to bo "abovo all Uonetitutiona and all laws." Tho Fodoral Oonstitution ohould bo interpreted in tho 
light of tho Dcclaraiion of Ihdopqndenco. "Bufnlasl in thcso dogoncrato dayB, that Constitution, .with nil ita Proalavery inicr- 
prctatlona.ia.bliijdly worshipped, and tho grcat.arid huavenly principloo of the Declaration of Indcpendonca arc ridiculed aa "» 
ftinfaronado of ,iibniienad,|'auu aa "Ellttcrmp' gcnci'iilities." Tho Constitution, instead of being uaed to disparage and mako 
void tho Dcclaratifan of Induperidonce, ahduld rather bo Vlowod ob eupplementai to it, and aoaervlng to carry out Into detail' tho 
broad aud pre'cioUB priocSplofl of that llrat and greatest Oiinstitution. One fathers could bavo.had qo posciblo r>s'»(^ to.cgntra- 
vcno ,or alight thoeo prinvlflco. Had ^ic'y, when making and adopting tho Oonatitulion, boeq guilty uf overlouksng or iu any 
Wieo ^ichonoriog thesi. thoy would tlicrelu havo been guilty of tbo most infaiaoua "treaBoa toward, all tboir countrymen who 
had oxpendod trcaBuro or ponlod lifo to cstabliab them, and also toward [ tho good La Fayotto .md the other' gallant foreigners 
■whom thoao principlcB had Btttact^d to oui' Bborca. ■ ' ■ 

I Bpoko of tho prinoiptea of tboDcclaratioo of Indop^ndonco. Prominent among them ia that which asBorto that " all men 
■Bra created eqlitl." TWj pilaclplo 1b tho very wul of ibo Docltinitian of Indopeadeaco ; and being thorcfoto iho very bouI of iho Conail'u- 
Uon, It Insumilir.QnnlhllaiesBll poislble Proslaver? hiurpToiatlona of that Insirumoni. [ do not forgot ihau nccordlii^ lo ChW Jusilc&Ta- 
noy** recent dlscovely, btocji men di4 not como within (bo Bcopo of »hla princlplo, and worn not a part of " all men," , Noverihi'ljjsii, thoy 
were roen, and thoy voied and fought by iho el4oof thas^i-wtio affirmed thni.V oil fnea are created cqual.'l Whv, diun,duca ^laChluf Jusiica 
cxcloila Ihenit Toeworda of tho jDcclarailonof Indopcod^ica docc. In-.lnialo iliclr cxciusloo. WImi ruica of Inicrprciaiion arci ihore to au- 
■Ihoilw hiirt to go away from tho plain moanlog'of ihcaa plain M'ords for tho purpoM of fnaieniDg tho crudest wrong upon tho black man, and 
of Involving Ihd fathora in iho deepcol aiid bdocBtBDd moat tivpoctilical iDjuaUool -Thara'aro noco. Io Bross violation of tho riilcn of lagal 
iDterpreiailoa, .at ihe expcnsa of otDckeolngltui fnmo of tbo uthers, sad at tba oicpenscof outnglofr oil tfao ilshtfaod mardorias s!l tbo maa- 
hood of tiia cqflul b;o(her«, bus tho Chlof, JHiUco andoitakcnitu ahow that oar faibpra, when apcnklns of " all taoa," did not mean all men. 
And all thia bu ho done DotwitbstandInK the Hitlioraspolcsfoovidcntly wilh philosophical procUlon, and noiwlthstandiDg, too, ttiat thcf spoko 
■with lollgloua uolemiiilj'. and calIcd 'Gi>d lo nltnesa thdr elacarity. Bot our fathora iin'ow m wall aa wo do that all parte of tho human broth- 
ciHooi. ara equally dear to tha great tisut of thoir common Maker: Were ihof, then, aach ' brazoD-faced hyi)0[:rii>»B aa to dnro appeal lo'Ula 
kuowlcdeool their conscioaqracUtudo, ' when tjl tho while %bty wer« guilty of tha meatol reurvailoo which the CMufJuallce Imputes tolhemi 
— guilty of deliberately oxcludlag u portion of thdr feltow'moa from tbo ciool rlflbta pf all meal— i^ay, guUty of denying that God his eoat 
that poiiioniato tho woria with righiBeqiial to thonoof other meat " ' • *■ • ■ • • • • * 

I ' 1 iffM that X camo hero lo bo*eoch you to kaow no law far Slavery} but to mmpla aoderfoot whatever cUIms to bo a law for SUvory- 
I honor your lauUlcont Judiciary for dcclirlnit.'lbo Fu^IlIvq Slavo Act nncoaaUtutlonal. Ihonor Wtaconala foratuadlng bravoly by hor bravo 
Judlclary> A soodTand olorloua oumplo isaUxbls.. .But I atn hero tocalloa,yonfor a atiU t»llar aad more glorious oxample. Wlocuosln — 
both ber pcoplo oa^ her Judoef — musr know nqlaw*. nor admit (ho poealbliity of any UWt tor Slavery. - A, •itaiuio may bo la favor of Slavery ; 
' a ConBlJiDUoa— even tho Idollaed Federal CotUstltotlon — may t>eja favor of Slavery c' but tho voice of all Wbcoaela muat bo, that' Slavery ia 
tod rbpagoant Io jitatlce and bDtnatilty- to rcasottead rellgloti,' to be capabia of vrearins any, evoa thalooat, sjmbloace of law.'- - 

' Men of WlBCoaslat yon knoirthat wbati aiDClabninsatyoarbaadsisalmpIy your duty [ sod £ canaot doubt that you will joyfully con- 
fess tbodaty. ' Bovr, blmed oQd hoiv autnerQao will foe tboretttlts pf yoojr foltbi^lly dlachargins Itl 

There- will then bo QO more fuijiUve alavca Id W^onaint for thi^iaiomant tbovabaU touch your soil, they will caue to be alavcB. .That 
"niotneat tho? wlUbs trtiostautod Irqm chalteli low men.' ' It folJowe,tbai th«o wlllboDomoro prpseoutiooa io your Stato for helping fngiUvo 
aiavAai for yoii Wilt not I^Il tomajfo-sach proBSCQtlons qdlte (oaperUoiutobeveaiDred upon. YourDooilu and other' good men wllTno moro 
'behanueaand pluaddrsd for- havlo^ slurna tnercv itf their tielpUu, oatraged,' iaooceot brelbron.' Komoro will they be ioado criminals for 
idoIngthat'.wbich.ODdaaia.thim:tothobeaitQfGoaiatidof:ciery.ri4ht*cdnat^ ■ ■ ... 

Then; too, inyotti shuttioaoai the Slave Power from your Stat«, aad all law for Slavery, yoa.wlU give tho only honest, ooTtslalent and 
«SectualBOBweito tha deoi&loicltlze&shlp (o tho black man by a,portIciaof tho Unpreisa Court of the united Statae. That denial ia a per- 
-fibctly loaiud deducUcn'fh>mtha assumcUos ihot hoia fit to^ba tMBabjeet of atenhandlso and'to-wear tho yoke of Slavery.- - Heace it Is at- 
. terly vuo, not to say hypocritical also. foraBTwholiold that the black DUs^ean bo property, and hisaiiiilavomeutlawlb],'to arraign Uia jusUoa 
OT-wltdomof thlade&UL; - For !(;hl Niootd th«y:«bo, thoagh havla« ibe.appca»n*;o af.mon^ are Infiictibat fit to ho osBt^ laio tbQ.cttOgoji^, 
oi chsttelfl — why ahoald they, any more than horaesi, bo accounted fit for toe dignity and twnor of cltlsuiablp 1 No, it U tbo laking Issaa 
with Slavery itself, and denying ttiat It can h&TO any ri^t'or anylainr— U'la fhu which conadtnica'tbo only pi-opor answer to Ihie denial of 
clikenflilp to thi black man. • • • • 

' AOLOnK Ihe tno<i valoablo rostdiacifyoiulsiiDdnsaU law for SbT?3ry will.be t^ tho' koonlobid cf 

tmo law— a knowledgo Inferior to other tn 1^ hanpy Indueace npuil the character. To whatever exieift yoa are now suilty oC mcovfisiaz 
' in Slavery the nnmo and obfiiifttiona of law,' arid of, taoa according to tha rery wor«i tlilogtbo eanio came and, cbllaatlona *J«e to iSo very 
bast— to thatfixtnatdoyoa sow tr^ wiib, ibatwiat, and blunt your loohil natare.. Batwheayou ehatj have cocao to Idontltyiaw with 
■right, and to abknowlcdgonoiIiUistoMtitw which iij net rlabt^-thoQihZreadl)]^ admit that ih&rtfare many violadons of right; tmd thsrifora 
' many lUosaliUise', whIotiU is better to beat with than icalat— than-yon wUl havo eaurcd a law-sfthccl, la which. wUdom and goodnausrow 
an conatontly aa do folly and wtckHitunaoateldoof i\\ a Mw>ochooUa which, under ifaQ tcaoblngsof iruelaw. theniind azpan^s aarppldl/ 
as it becomea dwarfed when onderthe Infloance of thover^nvehlloDal IcgoUiloa which Isokali the great clcmenis and alt theaoalof (ma law. 

I will menilon hut ono olhaj of tho prooloua rwolta ofypur branding Slevcry, as, aa.duflaw end consectatlng every foot of yonr soli to 
' Freedom, and promlelng as foil protection to tbr fugitive ri&ve-who etdps upon !t aa td aayocherSnaoeentpsrROD ^*lthI□.yonr.ba[v^r■. Yon 
> wUl tJien boa ireo-Suio,'vrht'^ 1 daio tiol say yoaatA.' 'Yon wlll'then havo a Stito'aovornmant wbicbl-doivnot.yet aav'yaa hsve^ 
Cort^ It la tt^t a Statels.DOl.frs^.and.baanota eoreioiilEntiJW longoa it ttcknowledgea the.paiamoaQt:n]a of Slavcry.-i 'sroX Is not 
vjorihy of tho namd of aovcmment which doeanot promlao protection w nil tho Innocont vrlihhJ Ita iurlBdIcilon.-Ho the Jcasi bitch baby 
as well aa to tha icftlcat white BriBtonat. 
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Chairman of Jerri/ Jlcsciic Comrniltcc, 

Mr DCAr. Sic, ■ . ■ r . 

' I Imvo tlilu day vocclvuil your lottai- iuvUing luo to ijrcaido at tli:j 
npproscbinE AniilvcrG[\ry of tlio Ilc^cuo of Jerry, anZ ta prapnre tha paiiora for it, , 'fliMiUful fc? thio honor na I truly am, ncv- 
criiieK'sn.I cm con g trained to dcclino it. I Iin-vo precidcd nt all tho Annivaruaric-i of tbia important ovont, mid written tho Ad- 
drcTiQ tidopted iit each of llicni. But tiiy iotoniot iii them liaa doarmod [^rcitly for tho I'^zt two or thri..j ycaua : r.nil 1 mn now 
dccitlodly of tho opinion tliat it !□ umi'ico to continue to ropcr-t tho farco'cny longer. 

Tlic Roncita of Jerry ivca a great and glorioan ovent- ■ Would God it Iiad. boon dnly improved ! But thojj v;ho ccI:' jvcd 
it,' find I int:ludo in tliia number all v/ho cheered tt on and rojoicDd ia ovcry utop of ita pro;;rcii3jbftvo, \7ith fowoxccptiona, piovod 
tlic;'iiiUL'l'vca unworthy of tho work of their ov/n hands. Wo delivered Jerry in thcfacoof tho authority of Oongreiiannd Couric; 
and, as moat of iia believed, in contempt also of a provision of tbo Conatitutiou ittelf. Wo delivered him, bulioving that thcro 
wua no law and couM bo no law for alaVcry. On ihat occiuioii our humanity waa up; and in vain \/ould all tho autboritiea on 
earth, cvoii the biblo itsblf included, have bid it down. Our humanity owned Jerry for its brotlier : and co did it cling to bim,' 
thatnll tho wealth of tbo, world would nothavo cufQced to buy it ofT, or tempt it to ignore and botray him. 

Oh bad tbo tbouBanda, who on that mcraorablo night crowded tho at'-'cota of SyracuGs, but maintained tho Bublimo elevation 
to which tbo spirit of that night exalted tbem^ what a forco for tho overthrow of glarory would thoy not have accumulated by 
this tinno ! But tlicy soon fell from it. They soon sunk down to tho low lovcl of their pblitieal and church partlca. Jorry waa 
forgotten. Their humanity waa dead : — for theno parlioa aro tho gravo of humanity. ' In proportion a3 a man becomoFi n parti- 
Ban IB bin manhood loat :— for in that proportion is ho untrue to himself, to his brother, and to God. That day, alas how diotant ! 
when every ouo ahall bo bold, and bo willing to bo held, to bia individuality, uhall wiineao an unspeakably butter condition of 
tbingo than does this in which men act in parties, and stand in tho Btrongth of parties; nnd in which tho vaguely and feebly 
felt rcKponsibintiea of party tako tho placo of tbo duQnitc and deeply conscious rcsponaibilitlos of tbo individual. When our 
countrymou Bball have risen to this higher piano of character thero wilt bo christiaba instead of Baptists, Methodists, and Pros- 
bytoriaup; and patriots in&tcad of Kupublicans, Democrats, and Nativo Araoricaas.. , 

Of tbo thousands, who, on the gloriouo,ni*ght to which wo hu^o referred, wcro actuiitod |l)y justice and niorcy, probably not 
Icps lban nineteen twentieths fell .immediately after under thoso ecclesiastical or political party influences which had p^vioualy 
hwoyed and Bhr'vollcd them. Of Iho thousonda whoso motto that glorious night was : " No lav/ for slavery," porhnpa not a 
dozen havo called on their churches to adopt it, and not fifty have porsoveringly refused to voto for men who rccognizo a law for 
alftvcry. At each of our AnniTcnjarics tho Itesolutiona and Address and tbo discussions upon thera havo been in harmony with 
tho high and holy principles on which Jerry was rescued. N'ovcrtholesB tho taet majority of thbao who enjoyed Iho Annivoraa- 
ricB rotu~"ed homo to act with their proalavery parties in Church and Stato. ■ : . 

Jerry ItcECuera" voting'for ihen who acknowlcdgo a law for slavery ! 'X aco'not by t that they aro as basely inconaiatont 
ns ero our, Tcmjcranco Societies, forty nino flftiotha of tho mombeta of which, whilst prjiting for "Prohibition," voto for can- 
didates who oppose it; Indeed, always excepting an Anniversary of tho Now-'Sork Btato Tamporanco yoctoty, I do not knar/ 
a greater or morp abamolcas or more pernicious hypocrisy than an Anniversary of tho Reacao of Jerry. 

By tho way I aco that a gentleman of flno lalonta and high tulturo and trarkod ability tta u writer, is called on to write* tho 
history of tto Touiperanco Rblbnnatioo- For my own part I had far rather that this history word. hidden than publiahed. For, 
if truthfully written, what ia tho great fact it will perpetuate? — wbatbut tho InfJnitoly diBgracel'ul bno that tboTompcranco. men, 
though, over ready to talkup nnd writo up their cauao, weriJ as ever ready to voto It down?'' Tliq canso of'Tempcrancoin .this 
country, ia dead. , Xn.vainflU tho efforts of TomperancoSociotieB I^ni Tempemaco Nowapapctfl a^d ToTnpcracco Loctu^^ to gal- 
vaniwjtt Into lifo. Navci:;waatho nso of tobaccoand intoxicating drinks increasing eorapully. . Alt whoiiare any discernment 
inuot BCD that it is this boundloss inconsistency and unprinclplodnoss at the ballot box, which has killed this dear canso ; and 
that it can ^ovet'lio rev'ivod by Teraporrtnco Societies' and Tompofflnco Ncwapapdrs and TempemncB' Lecturers that go for thn 
election of Tum drinkers. ' Such Btupondoiis and sbomelcafl hypocrisies ihuot glvo place toogtjnclcacharacterizodby sincerity and 
Bolf-dcnini before Temperance can come ;to, lifo. , ■ . . 

[' ■.OhnOii'let not tho history of cither^tho Tornperanco'caugo or^ the Anti-Slavory causb be written with tho view of honoring 
thoirpro&JBSod^frioada. They bivoiboth beep killed nt the ballot bos by thoso. fricnda. , If written at all, lot it bo with; the 
ptiipoBo, of wan>% tho world against hypMriBieo.^^ 

Torctom from this digression, lotmo,myiricad,aEain oay that we had bettor givo up iho celebration of the Rescue of Jerry, 
■The.thlng-'S'Q'^'^.V'P KT^* '^.'^ good;for us.- .Eamost.and.honeBt menjarp alone suited to it. We Jerry Rcscucra aro mean 
men and sham men. Dear Jerry's sainted spirit can Uke no pleasnro In this onr grand annual hypocrisy.; Tho SavioP, whoni 
he BO heartily AVsbkna'Bii&Sthfiilly followed in his laBt'ycars, can'haTO no sympathy with' it' The caDcb of freedom IS dlsgraoe^ 
and hindered, instead of being honored and promoted by itf . . , ■ . ,,,,(, '^ij.- j,. i . ,' 

•.'■'i:' lidtaliatirtjLadiac- iT^rftnd ^hon porh&pffconaiatpnt men.aod honest .mon afld'high-BOoled mea'HiU ord longi^ome cp to take 
<rar pUt*- ' One^bftho rooBibeaMtlfalacche^i thafcoaldblosa niy aightwould bo a Joriy RtscUO'AnilifrerBary ijondqctcd b^^ men 
who woaldas soon otay in a brothel ao inachrjrch that recognlzea a law for slavery ;' and ' who' would as soon Vbto W moo who 
re<»gniEoa;iaw"for'flh3ei^-8tcMiD^,^ who actnbwlcdgd' that a JadiciaJ dccrco 'or a'statulo or eroii a Constitution^ can 

cr^to'aby.ob.ligfiUoa'toprotcctaiiaiiTO^ .' " ' ' • 

f • ,'Tn ihortlfet w who talk' well o^ioBt alaVoiyfetand'Mido for thpse who will to£o well asalnst it. . lAjt'onr pyofcEalons m alto 
r6om'fbr'tHeii'"^^lic*,'^ i'; .! , : . . ' : : -'■ i'"' , . ■ ■.!- j 

Men medio light of the crime of,.TQUng.wropB,-.j7:aud yat there is no other crimo bo full of tho heaviest opproesion, Quito 
'badjonppghi^ ijkyhori, ip.niy priva'tb or iridivfdctoV d'eairbgs with my fellow man, I oppress him. But when I voto against his 
trightCjVsrdo whon iVbtb for candidates, who hold that there may ho a valid and obligatory and real law forhisohiYery, or who 



Jiold tliat flicr.i cr.n ho Eucli ii Inw fur di-^miulllr-g, Euch n law for ma!;in2 nnil keepin™ Iiim a tIninUaril — tlien I voio to array tlio 
Goicrjimcnt and tliQ collcclivo ptojilo n^^iuGt him — tlion I voto not lhat I may wronj; him, not that !, with gjcIi comparatively 
ins]r-niViczni pov/ero an indirithial can GUmmoD, may opprc:!i him— but that a vrholQ State, a \7hoI0 nation, may fall upon him 
nnd crush iihn, * Clliurclici. ttnJ jjiirtlea may ho a tone-blind to it — novcrthcleEO Ilcivou ccua tliat thia voting npajnat human righto 
and thic voting tcmplailona in tho way of tlio xiczk, conatituto tho mightieat wrong that men arc cap:iblo of 'ptTpot rating, ' " ' 

JIuch Id raid and v,Tittcn ngalnat tho brcaliing of human la\vo. "Jlut'thoy nro entitled io ohcdicn'co' only bo far nn they oro 
ono with thoEj Divino lawa which cannot bo brolccn. " Tho Ia\7 of hlo God"_ was D:;riicl'fi.ouly law. No friend of God kfiovru 
any olhvr law. , j\post!e3 :^mwcrcil;iind r,z\H " w.o cn^lit'fo objyrGod rather tlion men :" — so too: *■ '.vhethor it bo ri^ht in tho 
night of Qod 'to hearken unto you.njoro- tlian iinto: God, judc^ jo." How csnselcLa. and wicked .ia ♦.bis declamation nf^ainnt. 
trampling 'jniiei- foot tbe:o Immai'i la'wii, thitoiii ilbld^/i;. 'I'o^iicb tramplin^- aro tho nations lnd;;'a:cd for tlio inatancca of theip' 
g.-catcnt pro-rcjB. Often indiiif hs-;j tLi'cciitiiJfoiisiLS it ^hciTi' ohiy isili^tloii; 116^ Eli'dinJle^^a ilJ bypscrisy of cm* country- 
men I .VvliilGt sJoi^ing in tho hlEtpricr,lfsc!fl;::.i ajJufr-thoro vrcrorcndv to takq aparna rsaiaaf lawn imprjiing potty tasca on tei. 
and paper, thoy nevertheless roll up t".io whiter cr.'-hejr'eycs in holy fiorror ftt refasala to obey laws, if laws thoy can ho calledj, 
which Bink innocent men women nnd children id iho ioll oT blav'cry. ■ ■ ' ■ * - ' 

Thi fescotra of Jerry werjcil]fid-ietjel6. But t^b'i^'beHidii in tho'caSo'^faactiargaaljIu onlhcroibut ou tho GoTcm- 
iiicnt. , It wao the Qorcn:raeat,'iDd cot tho rcbcucrc, who waire EuHty oT rosisttti^ law. > The law in tho casa waa thoiright of 
every iqnoccnt man to hla pcrsoaal liffprt/. ,,Thet h^w thg re:cu,cra 'upbeld : and against it, did tho GoTcmincnt rebel. What if 
itB rebellion Wft3 carried on 'iindt:r.tb'o.fdnii^ of Uw?— nono tho Jcaa rraa It rebcHion. 

I ,, Pcoplo nro pont to,,re3artI pycvy; cna^tmont.ng (,>(7,..,B'Jt mt^ny fin enactment iQ not law.' Squatter 3oTCrcl,f;nty Is much 
extolled; iind,iiow and then there are si^ns that even t]iR.iRcpubli(fatr jiapy la fast coming to ac(|i)itECQ in it, Novcrtheleaa 
fiqii'itlcr Sbvcreighty is not law. The' liberty 'glvbh by tho NubraaTia Bill' to ciisiavo meji.'waa not liberty' to set up law, blit to' 
put down law — quitit'na emphiiltcilly tidchds'lf ilrllia'tl liirtii llborXj'' id in'u'rdc'r ilitn. ' Thb innislon of hiiman rlKbls by'GbVeru- 
incnt can, no inoro than such invaaion by an indiTidual, bo Ia^v._ Tho invadera bo thoy Govcmmonta or individuula aro tho robela ; 
dnd Ihey ivhbfediBt 'th'eimirftthd rdW-abldingl' Tho ptEsagc'oT tho Xebra^ka Bill afforded araplo juatiflcatlbti lo tho poopio to 
enliir thb haila ot- Congrcns add liurl." tho. rcbclb from their ocaiB.- A pobr cliabcoof any other than a hempen clcTati'on wouldi 
^luch rebels etond, wepo, tho religion pf .ihi^. coqntry, chnQtianityjand iia politica tloraooracy. Aa tbinga are, it ia tho rawi hcfo- 
and thero, who ^arca to livo tho chrtsllaii lifo 911 whom tho American Church pounces; and it is tho li'.tio handful of real domo- 
c^alB'^qwnrd^Vh6m American pblitlciaiia — AtneHfeay'tlempcrata^ehow rio mercy, ' ' ' 

- It.ia perhaps vain ae respects^ its cOcct on Blavcry, for mc, or for any, one olae, to rcrabngtrnto agninat voting for thoao wlio 
liclibvo in a law for sllivery, or in 'other words against 'pt'balilVory vottiig." ' It is' piorhapa too luto to bring ulavery to an end by 
Uficcablo means— too lato to Vot6 lC'do\rn!' '-Fop nlaby ycjlraT lliVb fearoii and pr.bllahed my feUrfl tlint W modt go out iri blood. 
My Speech io CangrcBfl on;tho Ncbrofika Billi was atrongly maf-ktd-with. ouch fears. ThesiJ foara have eron-n into belief. , So, 
debauched oro tho wbito people by playery, tb-H thero la not virlyo enough loft,in them to put it down, iff I i^o>not ipisintecprot 
tho words niio tho looks' of tlio moai'intbiUgent and noblb of tho black men who fall in my. way, thoy liav'6 cbrab to despair of' 
tho accomplishment of this work by tho v/bM6 jieoplij. Tho feeling among thd blacks tliat tHoy tniibt deliver themselves gains 
strength ^with fearful, rapidity. . Tbev tiro Donaible bow cruelly .thoy bflso been. deceived by tho Liberty Party, tho Freo Soil 
Party.' tho'Kepublicati Party, nnd '. . JaV ta'asa of oven tho most loi-i-mouthod abolitionists. ' ■ They tieo that all tliose; instead 
of voting ijIiToVy down, have voted ^ . i 'Trqo, tlio Republican Patty did not promlao'thotn much. But they did not oxpecC 
ii would insult ant^ oxaBpcrato.them by taking tlio_naipc of," Tho.whfjto man'u partji" They .did hopo fqr somo help frotn this 
Party,, "But thoy got none. It lifts nqta finger. to repeal tho Fnffilivo Slavo Act,; jior tc abolish, slavery in tho Dintrict of Co- 
iiiiiibiaV ubi' to aL'dHBh Ihb Intof-Staib* traffic In huoian flesh. 'Nay,' it (joia eo far da to admit llial'tbo slivbrj of black men' 
(ic would TlDt'darftodrait-it hi th'o'CnW bf hut onA 'frhiteman)> can bo !e£-H!e,;d in bvCry State of^ tlio Uhlon. - The Ured Scott 
i)eciii,iifp.5ind.,thp rcopcnioB of tht* AfricJn felaTo trado: aro prdofs, that elavwry baa never atrtnglbeaod itaolf eo rtpidly as dupng 
the existence of this now and misnamed Rcpublicaci Party., ^- , , : , , , 

The Bcpublicas wntcra fiQd.pnt^ora dc^l^timimuch ac^ainat Uio obyions pu:^oso of. tho, Slayp- Power to overspread tho Freo 
StatCB ^vlth'blftyopy by th'c.faelj> of Ita'" neural ally". Iho N'o'rthoi-ri Democracy. Biit do not theao writers nnd oralbr^ admit tho 
right toao'this'woon'they'bdraii thdliJEality 6T A!aVb>y'iti tho Slavo'Stait's')'' What ia "properly In Virginia is by a Ia%Tabovo 
l)um[i2i;Ql]actta£nta property iniVortHontiilBo.i'.'IIo.'wha is £t slavo or propbrty in,Missis£tppi id a.blave or property in Bldauachu-, 
BOtts olao. What is propectyjfiny.whorq j3.p)'opprty,ovpi5'^hefi). , Moraover, it will in tUo ,ond bo Amnd to ;bp na yajn as it is 
inconsistent, to oppQso tHd extension of Blavcry into tbe Fred States, whilst upholumg it ifl tho Slave Statea.' Gov. SdWord was 
right ia§ayiiis,tha,t,tho"StatC4 n]UBi vltinJntely J-ioall scoured to frdcdom or given ap.to elftvery. . 3uti'ho di^ noj so&that his 
standing by ^avcry.ip, tho, SIay|O.Sta(i:^.njndp^, unavailing bia oppositi to, its oxtonsion into. thO|FrcD States,. Go?. Seward 
ctifa'do'notning to' phivent slavery is not, unless bb holds it to'bo a piracy and an outlaw where Itla. ' ' 

, I rfp,wondor^,tbwijip it thut ipi^thiB,8tatflOf fapts.^bifjh I.bayo eVotchodf intcUlMnt jblackmcnjii^^^ 
b6'o nb how; for tb'olp racd m tlib practlco and policy of White nien. . No wbntlor tnoy are brought to iho cdncldaibi't^'tliat hb ird^ 
nbured ia left' to thetn biit in 'Qbd'BddiiiBuiTtictTbBa.' -Foi-'iridutrccllbna thiid Wb ratty Ibdk'tby y6ii[',''irny 'mbnth; drty diiy;"' A 
tcniblo rccdedy forn tcri^bld-'wrongl ['Buccotno it UUltc uDtcKSttotlcipiltctl 'by reitcntanco and thb putting away bf tho lorriblo 
wrong., .,. :., I ■>.];.",-, ,.'( li I ' ■ ■ - i,- ' ■ - ,■ : . ■ - ; ' ;;.;*.!.,] : ., 

,,[,■ J,t,w,ill,bo_^aid,(hat t.hc6q,insarrecti(?n5,wlll,bo fRilores-i-that Ihoy.wlll bo put (lown,. ■JTesi but will not slavery neverthclcsfl 
bd piit dowii by, tlipm 7. For wha't j)ortto.ns arb ^tiero _tho South that will eling to slavery afHor two or three" con Biderablo 
tnsomictioiis (Shall havb flllbd thb'wholb Sbuth'withnor'rbr? And is it dhtirbly certain that those fdsiiri^tisHy Wlir'be Jj'ii't 
down promptly, and beforo thoy can havo spread far? Wilt tolegrapha and railroads tod bwlft foi* fivon-tbo ^wUiobt tnsbr^ 
rcclicna?^ Ilo member :tbat tclcgraplu and railroads can. bo repdoro^.asoless in ai^ hour.. Remombor too that manr, who. would 
bo glad 'io'flico tho inBnrgenii,Ti/ould'bo b'ndy 'iDf trtftisfJbl-tlri^ thclK wives 'aiiii daiighioys to 'plicta whopo ihdy wbbld'bb'Wfo'from 
tliftt it7t>rst&to Trbiali.haBbatida-atld fatbofs baa fn^hg^i^ fOr tbdir'wlvbi^'nbd tliught^rt: l ado^it that but fbrttbiB «^bqrtix8i<- 
mcnt Southern men would laugh at tho idea of an insurrcotion, ana would ciuip^ly disposo ofioqo. • Qi^t tr<^mbM°S ^I^^y 
would for their beloved ones, I know of no part of tho world where, so much as in the'South, men would boJiko, in k furoiidiir- 
bl9.iAGQri9aUoo;to:I(^Oith'3imbBtin]pOrfaiitt]mi^'&Aa:hb^strdatodandpaQiC*'isM^^ '. r.^ ■ >\ - , ■, u n-.-.)- : .j'i' 

i:..j::iWbt!n tho dav tif boT (Shiimiiy faliifUliSW coino'tVtllb'Sbufhi *lnd Bri and rtpc'o'iia'Sli&Ebtfct fihaH bb'SHitiy'iii('tll6iilb'a8tl:6 
fO)r,bflr«!fili<jUoD,'Uien-,wlU tho North:hBTe.tiTom)a3oiia'forirom6rBa-f ■) '■ : /■ > .1;^ i ! ■ ■■! -u v.n _\ . , 

, rirpt,. T^at,BUo,i7i}^'not TyiUiyg (al«-fcoTo,r,thoatiitud(xof itho,Soix^at,th^ oad lo» 

bfimftomediatbarid ubifcrBftlcmancipatlbiif, ' ' " ' ,^ ... ,, - .'„ , .- V , ... 

Second, That Bho was not willing to TOto fllavory ont of eacjatenco: ' '•" ' ' ■ ■ ■■ ^- ' 1;;,- ..1. !;,:,;■■. 

r ■;,!lho^:t<H>-wlien,kla8i Itwil^hts^ob'I^^tl3;»U^■b^afl6a4b■th6^'i¥td:l^gh^6^fho■s^lII5H^^'b 

;int^ wljlto,;bow;tibamofg4 flnd.Qf'.wbat'Cvjl-jnfittciicct trao thtf apoalacy drtboso"; JfirryBoadoSlB,'? ho weroigitiJtyof fajling Cf<?n> 

iho " Jeriy.Ieycyi ^nd.csisting proahvf^ votes. , ■, ■■■ y, --j, 1 ■];) ]'■ ; ^ <,\\ ^ < .\:- : '. r. i'. - -n^' ■■■] 'i ' r 

^ . jBut why should I bi^yQspoJ:op,^f;lb&.wcrp'R9tliaS a7f7iit,tbo:S£'utl]c! WhacTor.lM tnay.bc that foretqlls.tho tprribloon^ 
of American SlaVbry is held both at tho North and thoiSoath to boo lyiagprophpt^p-apothpr Oftajandni. Tho South wpuld.not 
i-cBpect her own JoflbrBon'a prediction of Eorvilo inaurrcotioa. How thbij can it bo'libpbfl' £hat sTib will respect oifotbtt^fl'?"' Il" 
tho South will aotjijfitbiier jjwii Jc)Ie^,an;V'^^.W'*V:.Vbt'0:ii*^'^t™B tJ,M'"flQd.io jatV'irr^i^ Bbn v?U(7),ot«aq;vjitli;lipJjowa 
Jcffetflbn'tbat '^tho Almighly haa "ao'attribd'to'wbich caa takoeldo with'lJior.ln^^' r pojotOB!;".with l^er Dlayca— ^o.Q wt^P thoiy 
either Korth or South that Is capablo of laoTinghor fears and holpTB's'heV to' Eaibf^^ • •' 



LETTEE FiaOia GERMT SKIITH Of^ TEIPEEAWCE^ 

TO THE THOUGHTFUL AND CANDID OF THE COUNTY OP MADISON. 



At tho Towu'Mociing yester^ny tlio ticlict of tbo Re- 
publicaua ia thin towu received, in gonoral, very iienrly twice 
aa maoy votes, and that of tlio Domocmtu more ihnn half as 
many, as did tho Anti-dramobop liokot. Tho battle, as waB 
to bo expootcd, was on Supervisor. Our candidate had 15G 
Totcs; tho Rcpablican 02; and tho Domooratio 37. It is 
but proper, however, to add that our candidalo would bavtj 
received far leaa votes, had tho KopublioanQ been well united 
on their rcBpeotablo and truly v^orthy candidate. 

Moat of our friends hero aro osultant — but I, ■whose old 
ago rocallo moro of tho pnet, am still deapoudcnt. For, in 
tho light of tho past, iBtill strongly incline to tho oonoluaion 
that tho dramshop is to bo auficred to work tho ruin of oar 

, beloved country. A few of us (now nearly all gone) began, 
forty-fivD yearo ago, tho work of ridding our littlo town of 
dramshopn. Wo succeeded — but not till after toiling for suo- 
cees fifteen years. Now, for about thirty yooro we have bad 
no liot-nsed dramBolling : and, during theoo thirty yeare, much 
has been aald and done to keep our people av/ako to tho sin 
and sufTering of intcmperaace. NovortholoEs, as tho vote 
of ycaiorday Bhows, oven in this famous tcmperanco town 
" there remaineth yet very much land to bo posscoaed." Wc 
havo still farmers (they are however fow) who covet tho 
profitH (far more imaginary than real) of furniGliing materials 
for intoxicating drinks; and nearly all our politioians with 
their duped followers stilt cling to tho dramshop parties. If 
then, notwithstanding all the c0brts in our town forthe cause 
of temperance, no more has been accomplished, bow can we 
hope for the success of that cause elsewhere ? Where eluo 
have there been such efforts ? 

The caaso of temperance has many foes. One of tlio great- 
CDt is tho Temperance Societies. Were they all blotted out, 
there would be reason to hope that wo might succeed in 
voting the dramshop to death. These Societies with their 
Gongs and stories, and with their newspapers and tracts, that 

^Bo cunningly dodge tho duly of political action, are tho au* 
ceptod substitute for suoli voting. Lotannndienco weep and 
laugh for an hour under the marvellous dramatic power of a 
Gough, and it will be quite unfitted for a manly effort against 

,rum. In all probability thoy can never again be toned and 
braced up to voto against it. One tcmpurancs sermon or 
temperance speech from a Doctor of Divinity, who condemns, 
or BO much as ignores, political action against dramaelling, 
will BulBco to make those who hear it self-satiRfiod for a whole 
year in their rum-party connexions. So, too, tho now style 
of Temporauco Societies which, with so groat a flourish of 
trnmpotB, they aro getting up in Boston, Now York, Wash- 
iDgton and elsewhere, will do much to perpotnate tho dram- 
shop. These Societies, which allow men to continue to voto 
for rum, if only they will continue to talk against it, cannot 
fail to increaBB tho public contempt, for temperance. By the 
way, these Societies would not deal so indulgently with such 
comparaUve peccadilloes as theft and forgery, as thoy do 
with the crime of dramsolHnj; — that great source of all orimes. 

^ Thoy do not propoao to roako talk and prayer the only 
wcopona of their war oven npon tkcnu Oh, shamelessly in* 
consistent ones, how much rather would yon have tho thief 
and forger rob your son of all his property than havo him 
victimized, body and soul, by the dramseller t 

And let me add, just hero, that it will never do to make 
tbo dramsollor's money-payment for tho damage ho does to 

' this and that family bis only pnniabmcnt. No one thinks of 



loiling off tho forger or thief in this wise. No one thinks of 
having tho lav/s, which absolutely forbid the crime of forgery 
or theft repealed : and no one phould bo content with any- 
thing short of such absohito forbiilding o( the far greater 
crime of dramsoHing. Tho people need to bo educated into 
a tjenQo of tho criminality nt drainHeliing. But how can thoy 
over be, so long as tho 'I'l-mperanoo Soolelies, the politioians 
and the priests blind ami (nmfuso them by voting the tiokelo 
of dramselling parties ? Ii ia from their lack of this Genso of 
the criminal character o) ilraniRolling that the people favoi- 
the proposition to allow cnoh town to dceido whether it will 
or will not have dramni-lkrs. To bo oonsistent they should 
be in favor of leavinr u lo each town to dec'de whether it 
will harbor thievcH mi l lorgerB. 

Nothing, however, iki the preeeut lime, etanda so much in 
the way ol the ruccl h - of tlio cause of temperance 08 tho fear 
cherished by tens ol thiMmanda of good men that quitting 
tho Republican for thf Anli-dramshop party would result in 
throwing the nation into the bauds ot tho Democratic party, 
Thirty years ago, it wnn clear to some of ub that Slavery 
must go out io blood unlt-KS lliu peoplo would consent to voto 
it to death. For fifteen or twenty years this testimony was 
oorriod into many parts of tho country. Even in Congress 
it waa not withheldi But wo " seemed aa one that mocked"; 
and our testimony was both unheeded and derided. Tho 
anti-slavery men kept urging tho Whig party to adopt the 
anti-slavery prinuiple — but it, in turn, kept fearing that it 
would thereby brin^ the Di'mooratic party into the ascend- 
onoy. At last, howovt-f. when its couBtanlly reduced num- 
bors bad becurae loo Bmiill to save it from despair, it was 
ready to join tho anti-rtlavery men in organizing a new parly, 
This new party, the Ropuiilican, went on rapidly to victory. 
But it was organized too late to savo the nation from being 
broken up by tilavery and to Bavealuvery from going cut in 
blood. We, of courne, made no overtuies to the Democralto 
party. Fifty yearh ii^o, tho Democratic Party \\aa the 
progressive or relorin [mrty. To it we were indebted for 
" universal suffrn^o' and miiny other good things. But, alas, 
onr modern Democratic party, 8o utterly unlike, savo in 
name, the former one, had become fatally entangled with 
slavery, and had fuuk down into a hopeless pro-slavery, 
caste-spirit oonservntism — hopelops then, as it is hopeleos 
now. There were anli-ulavery men in ila ranks — but we had 
not the least encouragement to believe that tbo ^jar^i/ could 
bo brought to oppotjo slavery. Its leaders then gave, as thoy 
have ever since conlinued to give, a downward lead to tho 
party. 

Tho Republican party is far from being in all respects 
what we would have it to be. It, also, ia a dramshop party 
— though not to the extent that the Democratic party is. It 
is, however, a groat improvement upon its predecessor, tho 
Whig party. Kay, it is, " to this, Hyperion to a Satyr." 
And it is so beoanso whilst tho Whig party was cold, calcu- 
lating and heartless, the Republican party warmed and hu- 
manized itself with tho iuBpirations of tho great moral and 
humanitarian ideas, which it did not shrink to espouse. It 
was ila adoption of theoo ideas, which gnvo it the power to 
conquer. When it undertook to abolish slavery, and after- 
wards to enfranohiso Iho negro, it did not pause to inquire 
whether it might not thereby bring the nation under Demo- 
cratic rule. It did not take counael of its fears — but, trust- 
ing in troth and in tho God of truth, it wont fearlcasly on to 



triurapb. Tho friioilniOD owe mucb to iho Rupublican party 
for tlicif frcGtloin. But tbo Jraraobopu wbicli Ropublicano 
equally with Dcriiocraty iiprciid all over tho South, avo tlo- 
ctroyingtbefrceilmoa and iliro:.toniiJfj to make tbeir frcoclom 
a greater curso Iban wao oven their olavory. Bettor for a 
mnn to bo a Gobar slave than to yield to tho teraptaliou to 
bccorao a drunlccn iVccman. And who can moaGuro tho 
criino of those that proEcnt tho tomptation ? 

Ad death carao upon tho AVbig party hccauso it v/ould.not 
adopt our anti alavcry piiiiciplD, co dcat'j ia now thrcatoning 
ihe Republic Mi party bccauEo it will not nopouco our opposi- 
tion to drJciQcIliDg, In vain waa it that tho Whig party 
saw slavery dcatroying the nation. In vain is it that tho 
Republican party bccs draraGolIing dobaeing tho people and 
fitting them for nnnrchy and dcGpoliBtn. In vain that it aeoa 
a million of drunkards in tho land and also tho inDumcrablo 
hard drinkers, who are not yet called drunUardB, and sees, 
every year, fifty thoueand of our youth joio theraEelvca to tho 
great army of drunlcards. In vain is it that it coes our cities 
nod largo villages constaiitly becoming more and more oluB- 
lera of dramshops, and, from tho rapid incroaso in their pop- 
ulation whilst that of the rural districts is Btatiosary, carrying 
woU nigh alt tho clcolions. In vain is it that they coo what a 
power to control tho nation ia tho thousand milUons in it in- 
vested in tho rum traffic, and tho liquor loagacs extending 
all ovor tho coantry, and binding its mombora not to voto for 
temporanoo men nor patronize thnir bnainees. Alt thia it 
eeoB— nevertholcas all this does not anfBco to wean it from ita 
infatuated reliance on drarashop votos. 

Surely, our free instilulionB which intelligent, aober, virtu- 
ous voters aro alono capable of suataiQing, cannot exist mneh 
longer, if thio their great foo is sniTered to exist muoh lougOr. 



Porhapff, thia driimohop domoralization and dohaueracnt Iiavo 
already gone fatally far. Perhaps, if tho Ropublican party 
v/oro now to como forth aaainut dramficlUDg, it would bo too 
lato to aavo tho nation. But what Icaa can it do than try to 
cavo it? — May bo that, ero long, it would havo tho help of 
woman's voto to aavo it. 

Tho Republican party ia nov,- tho rival of tho Domocratio 
party for tho favor of tho draraabop. Lot it quit thin mean 
rivalry,, and give up the dramiihop oxoluaivcly to tho Demo- 
cratic party. Thuo bravo and upright for tho truth, it will 
' havo, at least, ita rich deoorving of bucccqh aa a ground for 
oxpootiug Bucoess. Continuing on tho dramabop plauo, where 
it now IB along with the Domocratio party, it cannot fail to 
bo conquered. For on that low plane, whero tho Domocratio 
party is more at homo than ita rival, it is neccsaarily more 
powerful than ita rival. Tho Ropublioan party can conquer 
only in its o,W3 ophoro of high moral and philanthropic ideas. 
It falls from thiaaphoro whan it auccumba to tho dramshop, 
and refuses to odd opposition to drarasoUing-r-opposition to 
tho manufaotnring of druubardo, madmen and murderora — to 
ita stock of groat and inspiring ideas. Tho Republican party- 
knowB from its own instruotivo experience, that grand ano- 
cesaawoitB tho party, which, docs not chrink from accepting 
tho rich ond Bubliwo truths which Providenoo tenders to it. 
It should, also, know that if it Eball over deliberately and 
pcrsistingly rofuso to accept any of them, eapecially such a 
vital truth na that Government ia bound to Bupprcea dram- 
eoUing, it will then givo up its Jifo, and lio down to dio of tho 
falsehoods, which it has baeoly and wickedly preferred to 
theoo truths. , . , 

GERRIT SMITH. 

PBTBUBono March 8 1871. ■■ 
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Notliing clso 13 so frightful aa a moh — tlmt i)if\ny-, 
hQQdoil monator, wboao ovory head rofiiocs to bo controlled. 
Mobs and tboir drnmBhop inoplratioii tbroaton tbo ruin of 
our country. Oura 13 emphatically tbo conutry of mobs. 
Slavery made it Bucb. All over tbo laud lawlena alavory was 
nerved by Inwlcea mobs, until in 1801 camo tbo erowniug 
mob. Well may the RubcllioD bo called such, ainco all Ibo 
v/orst oloraonta or fGaturca of mobooraoy charaotorizcd it. 
Tbo RoboUion waa eimply elavory-in arma ; and islavery-in- 

, arms ia, liko ovory othor groat mob, bcU-brokc-looBo. Slavery 

; has pansod away — but ita Bpirit Btill lingers amongat ub, and 

' still with tbo bolp of tbo draraahop, manifcsta itself in mobs. 
Every day wo hear of them in ouo and another part of tbo 
Sontbern Statca — and tboy aro often naked murdors on a 
largo Boale. Not unfrcquontly do wo bear of thorn in tbo 
Northern States also. But wbotbor tbo raoba bo at tbo 

, Sonth or at tbo North, the pro-filavory education of the 
country goes far to account for thorn, Tbo mobs, oooarring 
now and thon at West Point, are to bo counted noitbor as 

■ Southern nor Nortborn, but as strictly national — tbo mobo- 
orats in thcao inatancea boing supported, eduoalod, owned by 
tbo nation. Noitbor Noi thorn nor Southern raoba, howovor, 
partako moro largely tbon do thcHO of the spirit of alavery. 

Tbo recent mob at Weat Point will, if honestly traced to 
ita aoqrcDB, bo found, I bavo little doubt, to bo especially tbo 
product of that caate-apirit, which grows so rankly out of 
alnvory. The mob flattorod itself that to got rid of ita tbrco 
young vielima upon tbo charge of lying would faoilitato tbo 
gottiugrid of the bravo colored cadet ngainat whom a airo;- 
lar ohargo is trumped up. That this mob was prompted by 
high and bonorablo motives ia a mere pretense. Ita aficota- 
lion of a patriotic, not to say pious concern for tbo oauao ot 
truth ia silly and impudent to tbo laat dcgreo. Of what, at 
tbo worst, wero any of the lads guilty ? Of nothing moro 
than oao of tboao petty dlssemblinga, which occur in nearly 
all schoole, and which, aa tboy proceed from no ill will, aro 
mildly dealt with. But tbo lying of which thcso men-grown 
moboorata wcro guilty — capecially in reporting aa deserters 
those, whom they bad themaelvca kidnappod — was not slight- 
ly wicked, and was also oxooodingly heartleaa and cruel. 

In mitigation of the orimo of the kidnappers it is said that 
tboy were guilty of no violence upon tbo porsona of thoir 
vietima. Tho bighwayroan has aeldora occaaion to shoot. 

. Simply holding a piatol to bia oar sufEceB, iu'moat casoa, to 
bring tbu remonstrant to terms, aud produce the surrender 
of bis puree. - So, too, tho fear of what might follow from 
-their venturing to resiat tbo ruffians was enough to make tho 
poor terrified boya submiBaivo and silent. Tbey know not 

■ , -what fato awailod them. But tbey feared tho worst at tho 
hands of n gang of men who could take tbom from tboir beds 
and walk thom, thinly clad, through the midnight cold, and 
; threaten tbcm, aa tboy went, with tar and feathers. Men, 

-. cironmatonced as were these- lads, (two of them but seventeen 
'yoara old and tho other only nineteen) might bavo been ablo 
to control tboir fears, but these dear obildroQ could not. I 
hoar that tboy wcro not without tbo fear that tbey might bo 
bung upon tho next tree. It is no email crime to inspire a 
person, and cspooially a youthfol and tbereforo timid ono, 
with tho fear of being murdered. All tbo time bo fears mur- 
der he undergoes murder. 

It is, however, alleged that tbo mobocrata ebowod their 
kindness toward tbo boys in giving them monoy to help ibom 
on their unknown way. But this giving rnonoy to them, af- 
ter having reduced tbcm to straits in which thoy wcro com- 
polled to submit to tho humiliation of occopting it at tho 
.handa of Ibeir kidnappers, was tbo crowning insult. 

Many will bo the unhappy effeoLs on tbo outraged lads of 

' tbo crimo perpetrated against tbom. Ono wiU bo tho Bpirit 



of rovengo it muQt neccfiaarily breed and nouriob iu 
their hearts Think you that tboy will over forgive Ibcir 
kidnappers? Think you that their parontQ will ? Thoy svill, 
of coureo, havo thom puniahod by tho Courtri, and, I trust, 
aovorely. But that will not Gufiico to atono for an injury bo 
deep. Tbo rcvongo will sliU remain uniiatiufiod, and will slill 
bo calling for voialialion, 

Tbo Government iiaa boon talking upon this matter of tho 
West Point mob. Wo havo bccoibo impatient for its aoliou 
upon it. Will its action be aa thorough and docisivo as tlio 
case demands? Government baa boon eo dilatory and hcai- 
lant in regard to Soulberq mobs, that wo fear it does not 
dare to grapple with tbia Weat Point mob. Southern moba, 
becauao tbo Government has borne go patiently, if not in- 
deed eo puaillanimoualy with them, havo brought tbo country 
to tho ovo of another civil war. The blood of ibo thousands 
slaia by thcso moha has pleaded in vain ; tho terrors of tho 
living bavo shrioked in vain ; tho claim to llio whole military 
power of tbo nation, if need be, to protect tbo Union blacks 
and Union whites, who bavo put their trust in tbo good 
faith of tho nation, bog been urged in vain. Government still 
shrinks from encountering these mobs — perhaps from fear, 
perhaps from what ia baser, political party calculations. 

God forbid that Government should delay longer to strike 
for the salvation of tbo South from mobs 1 Added to tho 
conoloBivo reasons for striking noio ia tbo preaont opportunity 
afforded to Government to testify ita impartiality and con- 
siatenoy. Thus it will testify if it suppresses ita own mob- 
ruled school. Let it not delay to stamp out tbo pro-Blavory 
mob spirit at Weat Point. To do tbia cfleotually, it must 
slamp out tbo Academy itself— for that spirit, over fostered 
in the Academy, inheres in it inoradioably. That spirit trained 
traitors to oHicor tho Great Rebellion; and tho Academy, aa 
long OB it shall bo permitted to live, v^ill train enemies to re- 
publican simplioity and traitors to ropublicau institutions. 
I referred to tbo colored cadet. A very romarkablv self- 

Sosaoaaed ond bigh-souled youth must bo bo if ho is not 
riven to rage ond oven to insanity by tho cruel ond malig- 
nant treatment bo reoeivea on account of bia connexion willi 
the proscribed and despised race. Tho nro-alavory oaslo- 
epirit, which reigns at West Point, forbids all social inter- 
course with him. So much aa apoaking to him would work 
the forfoituro of tbo respoct and oompanlonahip of every 
white cadet. Is this a ech nl, which tbo friends of equal 
rights — tbo frionds of justice aud fair play — should longer bo 
taxed to support ? No 1— it is a school to be iudignantTy and 
inatantly broken up. Government cannot continue this school 
without alienating from itself tbo boat portion of tho American 
people — that portion whoBo moral power ia indiapousablc to 
its BUCCDBsful adminiatration. 

Obviously tho first work of Government ia not to enlargo 
our territory either at tho South or at tbo North — but to 
govern thoroughly, and, whero need bo, with on iron hand, 
our preaent territory. Hence, both tho Federal Government 
and tho Stato Governments aro without delay to put an end 
to mobs and to turn our lawless land into a land of law, that 
so porsoo ond property eball bo no longer at tho mercy of 
mobs or any other kindred forms of lavfiess violence. 

But it will bo aaked — how then, if our national military 
Bcbool is broken up, eball wo bo ablo to teach our sons tbo 
art of war f To tho extent that such teaching is necessary, 
schools for imparting it wilt spring up, all over the land. Our 
ooUegos will provido a military department, whoso pupils, 
instead of being tho proud, arrogant and tyrannical young 
men into which West Point moulds so largo a share of its 
scholars, will boar thomsolvca as modestly as tho pupils of 
their other departments. Very unliko in spirit will thoy bo 
to a largo share of tbo young moo, who aro mado cxcluaivo 
and haughty by belonging to tbo only national military school, 
I close with saying that the genius of our institutions requires 
that Govomment bo permitted to do nothing that tbo poopio 
can do, and that tho peoplo bo left freo to do all tbey con do. 
Lot tho peoplo all over tbo country bo left to educate in 
Bohools of generous rivalry with each other tho defenders of 
tboir whole country ; and let this West Point school eo pro- 
lific of tyrants and ruffians bo fluppressed, and this far worto 
than nflQloaa drain upon tbo treasury bo stopped, 
Petebbobo March 13 1871. 
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Tho Dotnoorntio Parly is my droad. Tho Ropublioan 
Pavty ia my hopp. What ib tbia party of wiiiah I dpi ao mubl;i 
iitrnjd? X uouu not say tbat it ia uot tiiii'origJiiQl Doinooratio 
Payty— tho party of 'my childhood nud ybnth'. , That wag a 
v/o'rtfiy party—a party tor humaii fightB arid liuinan'o(jiiality| 
Tl was tho reform jiarty of its day.' ^t' favbfod 'umvei;i)fil siit- ^ 
fraj^o and Oib ubolitiou of impvisonraoiit Tot' tiobt,'-an^ maby 
othor b'jnefioorit ohourjos. Biii '^bia mbdorn Demboratio par- 
— thia dogenqratb Jbmboratio 'party — i"s yepyuDli&o iho 
original Bombo'ratio party. Xt la u'ttorl'y ubWoHhy of {he 
narao it has bo falaoly,. not to Bay soJiaaViBhlyi; aasucibd. It 
had, for many years hbiorb our acourfldd'Uehoflion," ayrapal 
thizod with and scrvod'tho slavb ppw'er of bur'iandl "Honoo, 
wBbn, a dozen yeat-a ago, that mij^hty pbv/dr'beouhio so' lli- 
latuatod as to fall upon bur nation with tho uurpoBu of bveak- 
ing it up entirely and iorovor, it 'found' the 'Jjeniobrotio party 
ready to help carry thia bQalignbp£pnrpo8piDtq"o^oct;'tndeed, 
but for.'tbb woH-linown proalavory'sjjifit of that party i ' tho 
Rebellioo would'not' have been'. It waa.'tho elavb pdWor'a 
roliaiVco 6u that spirit and on the irapUodly; if not in fact es- 
prcBaly^ proniiaod aid of tuna of thobeao'dsof li'brihornlioni-' 
obraiiy trobpa, which eupplied wliai , ibat powob laokWd of 
onCbbrDgomorit and bolddcsa to pltiogo' ioto.LTio ■Robellibu. 
When ooealiing fif this dbgenorat'e Demobratib party, I,' of 
■ courao, do not fnqhidbin it thb tliousonda of ' loyal riien who, 
on the breaking out of the "Rpbolltou, forabbic it and cBpoustid 
tho oauao of their, aonntry. All the \yay through tuq >var| 
i-iiio infamuGB party continued in iriore or Icfia aotivo sympa- 
thy, with tho slave power— ^over hoRtilb to the emanoibaiiori 
of tho slavGB; and. oyet- hating arid daBpiBingi.bo cblbroa face. 
Ail the' v^ny through the war, it mbn'rnpd o'vcV our BUficesse's 
and rojoitiod in.our defca(i. -A.lt tho wpy tbroQgb thd war, 
it diftfavorod bnlistinenls In. our array, and opposed tho draft- 
ing oi .moii't^o fill .lip, our wasting raoUu. " All ih'o way ihroogh 
it,', it did y/hat '\i could , wbakon our national credit 
•botK at homb and nbrobd';" nivd io rodpoa ab'd bripjilp bur 
nieaa^ fur carrying on thft \va!r/, And Hipco the war iis con-' 
duofi.Bas been Infeeieping' witti its poiiij'uot daring, the 'v^K 
Repudiation of our national dbht, and- iji^poBsibiUty tbat' It 
could ovQf.bo paid, syhqn rjot ,tho oty upon its iipB,''werb atill 
t|i.o deep ^esiro of its, .lioar.C, tJospairiagof ttlq liter^^^ 
.enslaVbknect'o/ "^bp negrb. li' weni 'iof 'heaping' opt'," bnn as 
rnuoh'6£''qthi>r ,uyq"6tioa and oyaeUy.ab'Waa'iKjaE^tb^e. I't refusea 
hini' ttiii n^tii "to., vote dii'd I'Jb eduojiie^/ ''To thia diy "ii 
{jersis'ts rbfiisibg jitib.'iiis TOeaaura'c-i* civil rigjiis and 'bis 
eqnatitj* .before 'thg law.' ] / V?ore'l',abd ''tb'^Bfc baionto'of' all,' it 
'opppscB all e'aebtbal legiBlntior; ifor suppresijilig theBe'B.puifiorD 
"Afiabclatiob'B,'lhat whip and haii^ ^bd shocjt' thjfuBanq^^ 
"nblMnt.blackij, ' niid noj ti'.ifpw .iphocon^ Vtij]^^^ who 
dft^.fltOTid lip for juqtibe'to t^S^e' mpocBp6."fctat"t'Br ' , Xisi tri^ 
' fieri 'iii]^lhaji'nbVhing'a'i},i*'bm oliir^s nio'tnire thaii'tbp 

s^iokbnt of m. Certain qjiarlbja, v/^qro^ Jjniii ^^^^'r^^^^^^^yi. 
rwa^,"d'?nbnt^V?d?''^^*^^t^^.'^^^ ^".Yi .^K"* 

ohiiri^(j,'.al ifcja ^omt,m'bv'op^^^ 
. Jt bijt re^^o't'oiibanee' m'.'^ia 

'B3d;jf sat 'Tfiis arid a' iby pt'^V nbV^papan), sl'jfliog tfiem- 
' fiblyqa ."XibQra( '^e^u^'liif au" ('i]'aBjj tlioy are cloitb' ^bo 'I'ii.b j'^l 
toward. t[nB^BbpbF^ay['vg .ivickeabgflaJJ'pbntmu^^ uniil^jJvii U|p 

;&oV^]d b^^I il^o oripicp of oarth^'jBbfchnpw, ^h'^^^^ 
'wbb'i^ Jipve, unr'^oliciye ^[wt'35i.Klui()Bra' wos^^ 

pesj5b,'^hEj,mb^y;o^^ ■ t'd^rint, tju 

tmr^ iy jiis^ noV»'a luiri'n.th.^aip^ra^ tbjd'fitoy.in tJ'tioti 
JeCbqdSd; 'lV;dmit'tfiijtV'5bi]i''nQw;:"tG5'o^^^^ 



matohlesB wiokoduoss are leas frequent, but thqro- aro etill 
thbuaimdti uj(on thonBanda of rii'cn and wbm'ob| who aro iii 
obn'ataiit'droid of ili'oir r'babrrenoo. ' T/c't Pfoaidont Grdnt, who 
so failbfiiily bjtboiites the "laws against Kq KlbxiBio'(|w(tlidi'a\l'- 
Ijia ropresaing hand for only a Binglo'w(/G'Ic,'n'A"^".t'ho,fl'amd3'bf 
lifaft' woiild acain tt'orat out' thoro as' furibuBly'ds| oVari'qhd tho 
Whip and haftar and bullet be again oa busy 'ao over. ' It iU 
trao ^"hat thirty-aix' pbrabna, convicted bf Kb Kfux/onmtiil 
wbrb Qohl a few days ago'ti the AlbanyPonitbnUary/bnd'thctL 
hundreds arid bsoi'o nearly tbouQaada of otharsafono^ uricjijl' 
ibdictmont for au'ch britoea; 'bbt the opirit of Ki^ Kluiii^m 'will 
nbt'dib but Bo Tbng aa th'u Dbrao'braiib Party uxiats to aVjii 
pathizo ^Ith that spirit ' Lot ua not bo deceived by the rep- 
riBontatibn that Ku Kluxiam ia bdntinfi'd to tho " lb\7 Wbitba" 
of iHo South. Many of tho influon'tial Sbutherb'fJembbriitB 
ai b involved in It.' No am'till prbbf 'of thia is that not a foiW 
of theib flvd tho country aa aoon as Proaidebt Grant uhd'oi*- 
took to obforcb tho.IawB agaidat the iuurderbun auoundrela. 
Nb 'wfiibder that hb i'a unpopular with theao sobundrola/atid 
tbitt thoy.profei- for Presidbrit aomb' aoftor poraob (ban thia 
iron and mvibciblo Boldier. Novbrtheleaa, tho dread ho in- 
flpirea'ia juat what io needed n few yoaro longer, to reatrain 
and aubdue thia worst olemont iil the population of bur coub- 
•ti-^i if nbtibdoed the worst in tho wliblo world. Not' only 
did I uonbont to havb my namo ^t tbo head of the names lb 
JofTefaoh Davla'a Bail Bond, hai, aa you hro aw'nro,'! folt so 
kindly toward thtj' Sohih, f,5 to be, from tho very fij-at, in ffivtii' 
ofunivfiVaal ainneaty. When, however, tho reign of Ku Klux- 
iflm'sbt in,'! pabaed. md doubted whether that portion' of o tr 
bbuniry, ' which breads an'd oheriahea ai'bh monptera, ahbuld 
rcpeivb any mord unmerited favora. - He.irtily did I coriclir 
with the motion of bur old iirighbor, Bobatbr Nye, thjittho 
candidatca tor amnesty be' Toqiilrod to pnrgo iheraselvefi by 
tlieir o'dtbs of all'DEiiioipatioli in Kii Klnxiam. 
■ St(bh,'m'y beighooia,"aa J have deaoribcd it; is tho'Dbmo- 
ort}tlo'Party. But What. occiitiibn had I lor deaoribing it? 
Thd oqbaaion Is tho pfpaont rekindling of itb zeal and l-enbw-' 
ihg of its eObrta' to got the' reibiT oi' (ibvemment bndo morb 
into iis'own' bandb. But by all' that iS' precious in jnatibb and 
iiieroy ihVR'tipbblican' Party musi'bb kept in' power'; and by ■ 
bU that'ia abhorrent in oppreanion" and qruelty auij triiirdor 
the I)uaibc'rat.io party 'mUHt be'.kebf dbl,bf power.' ' It is aaid; 
Kbwbvd''', thdt tJid 'Deiubdratio Pdrty has been krpt bni of 
power ix' dozen yoars, abd'that it ia'how timib tb iorgive 'it 
and' to let it 'try its 1iand;ai ruling agoiu; No, it ia'bbtl \yhbn 
tHo'n will It hq 'tirao^' Nbvbr I "NflvorT! Wliati 'iibt'if U 
repent? ' It bannbt repent. ; |t' bus sinned' too Ibrig bbd tob 
deaply to be dii'p'ablb of rWpebtanob. ' It-bannoi rise iiri 'out bf 
ihd botlo'mless aepihc of Us;pblitioal' Wlckbdoefra.' &b that 
ginqVatibn'of 'Israelites' wblbh rebelted sgainst ^eaven, wafi 
shut bui'frorn toe'prbroiaed land, Vo must thiK jg^noratton'bl 
icbp'bbitfent Xf din'oorcftfe; 6f '.RebelUb'b'-fa'voriig Dbmbcratd; of 
riegro hatioff,' negrd-whippin'g;' nogro-liiinging DeKibcrflto' b'b 
forevd? shnt' out 9['.p(i^6j-; " Tirne bnough will 'it, be fo.r'the 
■Dbiii6^Qraoy,i6 iccjm(i; d^ain mio'powei',*when'^bo' pi'esenX 
lybinorfrofq' (tb'b 'ybbdgs'tdi'a excepted) 'afb'nll dead;: TbariSfUl 
illbifla''8lif 'DeidouRits -Vo ibat thcr pbnalty'bf 'their "■bViin'^^ 
falls 'jibt unon 'lheitfeielves 'nna hbi' opbn' theii* cHil(iren' '"fllBO. 
TydijfeiuTahoutd 'tuby bo" that uodbr car 'rnofcifn' Couaiitqlibn 
Oierb ban' bbbbBiU .Of Attainder— no dinquaiifying of bUildreb 
fiepansd'bf tliybritii'Qs of their' parontoV • ' 

' 'Sua a^y 'would iii' bb ibr tHo ncgrp if thb rtnprtnUeni; un- 
changed and unohanpeablo Deffibpraiic Pp.rty ahoiild ^boihb 
Dg'iW iditf ibe aaoenaaiit f' 'Qo'djfo'rbid 'tbat i't 'Bhali eVbV tbino I 

Rrb^iflbi/'iibV I'catHiincd. Ein3"5n' pVocees of extThb'libn ' 
i!6ii 'ao\idii"6f ' tlib^i^jlif ^'oba iii'A" mfe'roifbl ' ilc'iiublTcatt' Party, 



v/oulrl tlicn i'Gi.[)j!L-;u- to rojt^ut ilj cnoriiiilii,-tj. Wiioovor 
vc.lil:i thu I^iii.7r.rii'.])uri3 cmmot fail to i-'Q tlial tlio ah'toS :irgn. 
mcut,, v/lii<;i; L'ao L>-jiiiocr;il'. J L':ivly on to riilly O;ii)0-i- 

tion to tiio ilcipiililic .11 Pai cy, iti tho |ii-otot!Lioii lioni Kn 
ICluxiiim, ilr.t tho Rfipublican T*urty i:i alVordiii<j to t!io negro. 

But may not tlio Domocratio Party ho allowod to put up 
unci veto fov Mopublictifif. ? ' Y t'3 ! — but liopublicanu bhoulil, 
a'.i 3 general thiug, pauiio long boforo vbting lor tbom. But 
aupporiO th:it Piirty puts up for President Bo-pronouncod nnd 
nmiDfint a Ropublican an Horaco Grooloy — cannot Ropnbli- 
cano conaiatcutly' vote tor him? Cortniuly not. IPor his 
oUicilion would no Ruroly bo Iho fluccos-T of tho Domocratio 
l*arly llio elu'ition ot Pri-aidoiiL Grant will' bo tho 'juccci^a 
of tho Ropublican PaiLy. Thu elootion of Mr. Grcoley will 
not turn tlio Dcinooratio Party into a Ilepublioan Party — 
but il v/il! turn him into a Domocrai — net,' I iruat, into ono 
of tiio \Torr.t typo — but utill into a Dcinocrut. In nniicipntion 
of mcroly bip noniitialion ho tslbed diffoii'ntly iibouL tho 
TnritT from what ho had becu v/ont to do: anci, inotcnd of 
continainf; to uphold tho PruoidentB hands in bis warlaro 
against Ku Kluxiam, bo joined bimijolt' to tlioau v/hu would 
polay thorn. He had now ten words at;iiinsiL thu " Carpui. 
haggorn" wlioro bo bad oae injidnst the Ku Klux. No, Mr, 
Grcoloy'a eleotion would not aesimilalo tho Dfinouraiic Party 
to him, but bim to it. So it hnn ever been in auuh oa.soe — and 
bow, with hifl kindly nnd obliging spirit, can ho prove an 
oxcopiion ? I do noL aay that !\lr. Greeloy will aot out to bo 

0 Domocrai ; and I admit that he may be largely iiiscimiblo 
of tbo progrt-'sa o( hia ohango. Novortbolcsu, wliethiT uon- 
Bcioualy or unconciounly, bo will bo luouldod, and this too at 
no very albw rate, into harmony wiili thu general viowH and 
DoHoioa of this ercat Party, wliich, as ueduotively aa flatter- 
ingly, places liimat its head. But what-ii Mr. Groeloy should, 
notwithstanding hia candidnoy and olcctiori, rcraaiD miracii- 
louflly unchanged Y — it dooa not folluw that hia cleotiou wnidd 
not bo the nucccpa of the Democratic Party. Tho Prcsidont 
in not all the Government. Congreas in far more nearly nil 
of it; and i\Ir Greoloy'a elootion would be quite like to result 
in a Demooiatio Congresa. Many of thetio seceding Ucpub- 
lieanw will ooll . tlioir votes to Democi-nlio onudidaiea in er 
change for Dcifipcratio votes for A!r. Greeley. Unless iiutnan 
nature shall change, the sympathy between llieee seceding 
liepublicaiis and iho Demooratio I^arly will, all the land over, 
rijien into oprm conUtionH. The nomiuation ot Mr. Greolt-y 
by lliQ Domocratio Party — a nomination to bo oonsuminated 
by tho Baltiinoro Couvention— is, in effect, a Bchemo to draw 
otr by this uBo of his name enough Republicana to lurn the 
scale in favor of Democratic^nsct-ndoucy. J. have not apoken 
to disparngo Mr. Greeley. I have no sympathy with tho 
defaiuation nnd abuse of bim. I am as indignant at his being 
called a *' free lover" ca at President GrantV being called n 
*' drunkard." 1 know bira well and estoera bira highly. That 
bo has risen by force of hia very remarkable tnlentaand many 
virtues, from poverty and obscurity to hie present diFlinution 
reflects no small credit both on. binisoir and on our American 
free intititutlous. I do not blame him for his aspirationo to 
tbo Presidency. He' moans to be, if elected, an honeat as 
well an a wise ruler. I only lament tiint be had not been 
content to look for hih honors solely to tbo Republican Party. 
As tbo candidate for however bigb an office af tho hands of 
tbo .Republican Party, I would readily have voted for bim. 

1 only lament that. be should }iavQ sought his Honors by lend, 
ing bjB name and influence to the Deinocrntio Party, and by 
. damaging and cndangcrintf that other Party,, wbicli ho bad 
served so long and. ho well; Hight here let mo onewer tho 
question— VVhei-o'ie the Demooratio Party to be found ? Is 
it to be found in the receiit Cinciouali Convention, or in the 
approaching Baltimore Convention It is to bo foimd in 
both It is to be-found whorover.wnr is rpade upon the Ke- 
publican.Party. To pall, tbe handful of Kepublioaps repre-. 
seuted iti tho Gtncinpati Couyeu^ion tbe)Rcpub]icaDl{*arty,ia 
absurd . The hope of that Gonvention .was in "tbo Demooratio 
Party. , Itu candidates ore the candidates of, the Democrniio 
Party — and arq to be beaten as such and not aa' candidates 
of the Uepubiican Party. I need aay no more ol the Domo- 
cratio Party except to add that patriotism and justice,' the 
love of country and tbo love of God forbid oar voting with it 
or for any of ii^ candidates. 

Wo now tarn to the Republican Party. At tho time it 
came into being,,(considerably less than twenty years ago) 
tho Demooratio Party was sunk into a dead conservatism 
and into tbo basest eervant oi iho slave power. Tbe Whig 



Party bucamo tho baaiii of lliri Ropublic:iu Pariy, notv/ith- 
Liniidiuf^' it boro quilo too miicli ruiinmbhinco to tbo Deiuo- 
cr-i'-i'i Party, llappily, hov/ovcr, tliis Whig P.-;rly allov.-cd it- 
qi;If to bo lc-;;vein.-d by tbo h^iiidful of old unf.ompromiaiiig 
uboIitionioUi. In thia wiso v/a3 the lEopublican Party conntitut- 
od : and the condition of ita continued oxistonco and iiower ia 
that it almll ooistiuuo to bo a Reform Party. Grandly did it 
begin its reformatory career. It fought tor tbo life of tho 
nation, and .-iaved it ; it fought r.gainat iho guilty robclu of 
tho Soiitli and tho mnro guilty robnia ot the Korth, and 
conquered both; it fought, tgiiiuiit t.lavory, and killed it: it 
fought for tbe righta of tbu black man and won them. And 
it did all tbio not only without iho bcilj) ol tbo Deniocratio 
Party, but in tho face of its dctormiuoii and unrelenting o])- 
i)yHilion, Its work ib uut ytJt done. Wliat ia laekiiig in ilio 
civil rigbta of tbo black man it muat li;i'jten to supply. I 
spuak not here of Bccial riglito, Tbuy mum take care of 
llieriiaelvfti. Th,o laws bavo nothing to do witb them. Many 
other refor.-na aro urging ibcmselvea upon its odopUon : and, 
unleas it ijliidl aoou bugiii to cepouao tliem, it will diej bocaue:- 
of its failure to tullill tho condition cf its exittcnce — in other 
v/ordrt, bocauae oi ita failuro tn continue to bo a Hcfbrni Par- 
ty, Ero thia the Kepubliuau Party aliould have abolialied the 
traukiug privilege. Eru .thin it should have accorded tbe 
ballot to woman. The wide ute[> in \lm direction, taken in 
ihe Philadelphia Convention, should be followed up without 
delay. Ero tbia, ton, tbe Ropubiican Party should have ar- 
raved Government against tho dramshopti. For v.'hat is the 
othce of Goverumunt but to protect peroons and prop'^rty ? — 
and ibij fiuui total ot alt olher perils to pevsous and property 
falls short of su(i.h perils iron the dramwhops. I nak not that 
Govoromeiit ubnll eapouso tho cuuso of temperance, nnd on^ 
aot bumptuury laws : — but I insist that it shall bo trtio to it- 
self and protect persona and property, wliothor in doing hO 
it shall help or harm tho caimu oi teruperauco. Tho hope of 
tho country is in the coutiuued ahcendenoy and couiinuod re- 
formatory spirit of tho Republican Party : — and, it there be 
times when, on account of its per.siatunt rofnaal lo adopt Kojno 
vital relorm, wo Bhidl .feel bound to withdraw from it, tho 
withtirawal ahuuUt over be with tbo hope that it may bo but 
temporary, and may lesuli not in loss but in gain to the 
Party. 

Another Presidouliul Eltotiou is at hand. Whom shall we 
vote for ? In the light' ol wliai wo have said, we caunot vote 
for candidfttca of tbe Domocratio Party, lmwo%-.er worthy 
tbi-y ma^ bo. Grant and Wilaon are uiyown choice— first, be- 
oaune llioy are the onndidatea of the Ropubiican Party and tho 
upholderH ot its rigiileous priiieiptep; and second, because thoy 
are who and honest men and have especial claims to our 
votes, Wilson is. omiiiontly a Inend of Uie laboring man and 
tiio black man. Ably aud faithfully, and for many years has 
he fought their buUles, and they will rejoice in Ibis oppor- 
tunity to vote for him. Admirably qualified is Mr. Wilson 
to take President Grant's place should it bo made vacant by 
rcaignatiou or death. ' ' 

Emphalioally true ia it that there are special rebsons and 
of tho weightiest nulmo for voting for Preaident Grant. He 
saved our eounti'y in tirao of,>var. 'He bleBses it in time pf 
peace.' 'After a long eeries'of sueceBses iind.dcfeats, and in 
, whiyb there were quite as many dofenla as sucoi'iises, nnd 
wbon our country wiia beginning to doubt of her ultimate eue- 
cesB, GcniTsl Grant 'was aummoued to the suprehie command 
ot I'ui- armies.' Uis policy ot poi'sisten'cc— ot continuing to 
how \ue way'on thp' same line, thougb.it Bbould take all sum- 
mer long to, roach Victory — was ijiuoh censured byGeneral 
Cluseret an'd other .dislingniabed military men'., Nevertbo- 
less, itpruvailod — He won 'the* fisml battle.' Generatljee 
frnrrendored, end our divided nation .again bt^oanio oi^e. By 
tli(j %vfty>'t|ie chorge.of General ^Qratit's ' foverity toward tbo 
South ia yVry'unjust. -.Tho easy' torrasi pn.wbieh ho allo'wtid 
.1,06 to surrender, prove. ijio'Uindn'oea .and generopiiy qf- his 
heart toward tbe South, ' 1 said "tbat "ho .servos ua 'well _in 
time of peace al^o..' He, proaerves us iu ' amity witji all', 'na- 
tions.' .ilo purBu'eB .G friendly , and' poiioofar. policy toward 
tbo'p'oor miligul^ed Indian';' and, though Ko' Kluxism ia etill 
countenanced thdeiiU pro-slavt-ry and still uegiu-hating 
spirit, of ibO: Democratic Party, lie ia fast ovorcotniQ^ it, and 
bringing its crimen to an end:. Tho va&t debt, which tho 
Slavery and Demoorady -prompted war brought upon the 
nation, is i&al disappearing under General Grant'M Prosi- 
donoy, and tbia too whilst our tazca are rapidly dimiuishing. 
But it is said tbat President Oraut ahonld retire at tbo 



ciitl of lib tovtn, and r/ivo plaoo to anothor. Common goueg, 
hov/ovei', crguca t!i::t. liiii Iiaviii;; bcco a jjootl Prtjuidont 
onco in i\ ;it,roiig reaiioa why ho oboiiM ho Prcnidoiit twiua. 
Thu3 i3ii3 coiiimon tenae urgoc, \vht:n it ro-oloctod WaQbint;- 
ton tho iirot Savior of hia country. Thiio did it argiio, when 
it i-e-olcotod Lincoln tho cecoud Savior of hi& country : — nnd 
tbua doefl it now nrgno whon it io ubouc to ro cIucjL Grant Lho 
third Savior of his country. 

Il IB Hiid, too, tlmt Prcnidont Grant hfia mado tuiatakcp. 
In boauiifully modust lorma dona bo himnell oonfcHa it nnd 
hopo to learn from oxperionco. All raon raalio miBtoUea. 
Not ovon Prcaidonts cro oxomptod from tho aphoripni that 
"lo err 13 human." Some of biu nppointmtiutu have turntid 
out badly. So wqb it with a larger proportion of ibo ap- 
poiatmonta o( a part, if not, indeed, of all biB prcdcoctsorfl. 
Ono thing moro — all tbo efforta (r.nd tlioy bavo boon :v3 malig- 
nant as inceasant) of Preaidcnt Grant's enemies to obargo 
!)im witb monoy-ninking motives' Or with doy otbt;r corrupt 
motives in bis nppointmcntB, bavo eignally lailed. But ho 
baa given offices to bis I'Crlativea. Yen, it ia tvuo that ot tho 
Bcorea of ibouoanda of offices in tho giit, of tbo Adminiotra- 
lion, eomo half dozen or a dozen hnvo gono to hia robtivoa. 
IIo Im8 even allowed bia old father to continuu lo bu wbat n 
pvovioua President made bim, postranslor of n little town in 
KontuoUy. If President Grant bus given offices to rolalivcs 
Bimply bdcauso thoy wore bis relatives, ho has done wrong. 
But if it wore mainly bocauso being bia relalivps bo could 
judge hotter of their qunlificntions, then, suroly, no great 
blamo should attach to him in ihia matter. - 

Another charge against tbo President ia that during bia 
Preaidcncy be has accepted presenta. Tho charge ia untrue 
— though, in paying bo I do not admit that ihero would ne- 
ccGsarily bavo been moral ' wrong in his accepting them. It 
is true presents wore made to bim aa well au lo other eucccsa- 
ful Gucerala to oxpress tbo gratitude anJ admiration ot those 
who rando them : and it ia also true that to single bim out 
for bbime in tho case proves that General . Grant iu a basely, 
porsecuted man.' No other General is oomplaiued of for do- 
ing what he did; and in tbo case of no other Genorul is it 
held to bo other than entirely innocent and proper. 

What, liowover, shall wo do with Mr. Sumner'a Speech 
against President Grant? Wo cannot maUi* light ol it and 
toss it aside — for Mr. Sumner ia, at once, both n groat and 
good man. No ono baa Bpokon raoro frequeiutyr or more 
powerfully for his country and eepeoitlly lor tho colored 
raco. Ho livoato-day in tbo trno American heart: and many 
generations will pass away boforo his honored and bclovoil 
name sbaH bo forgotten How shall wo account (or it that 
such a man ehonld dislike' President Grant, whom wo should 
qU thank and !ovo and honor, and dislike him too more 
than any other man dislikes him ? Some aay ho ia impelled 
by rcvongo for not being put again in the Committee on 
foreign relations. This is not true — tor, long boforo that, ho 
had revealed to raysoU and doubtiesa to others also, his in- 
tense disliko of tho President. May we iioc look tor tho ori- 
gin (not tho extent) of this intense disHko to the difiurcnt 
taBtoa and habits ot tho two toen ? Mr. Sumrior was born in 
offluenoo and bred in elegance. Ho was moulded in some ot 
ifao best Gchools of America and Europe, and by interoourfie 
with soma of the raoat cultured minda in both. Ho became 
ono of the moBt accomplished of orators and statesmen. — 
President Grant, on the contrary, waa a poor boy and n labor- 
ing man. It ia true that tor this Mr. Sumner would not des- 
pise, oorj at alt, undervaloe bim. Nevoi'thelosa, and pot- 
withatandiog the great intellootuni power manifested by the 
President, Mr. Sumner would ba one of tho lont men to boo 
in bim fitnesB for etaiesmanBhip or for the Presidenoy. Hence, 
Mr. Sumnor, instead of interpreting the President in (avor- 
Bblo lights nnd witb a generous opirit, has been more' dispos- 
ed to loHow his steps with oriticinm and censure. This has 
beoome snob a habit with- him that now, ni last, wo sco him, 
as in this bitter Speech, banting lor occasions against tho 
Proaidcnt where hi& candor and dignity should not have al- 



lowed bim to bunt for thorn, nnd fiudinj:; thorn v/liorc only 
bia dinorderud- vinion could iind tlicm. 

Mr. Sumner ojicakiiof PrL'Hident Groiit'a iiioult lo Freder- 
ick DouglnbB, ami through biiu lo tho colored race. The in- 
unit o.-iiuta but in Mr. Sumner's imagination. Certain it is 
that Mr. Douglass io inRonftiblc oV it — for ho ia etill the un- 
compliiiuiiig and warm Iriciid of the Preaident. Mr. Sumner 
Baya that tbo Preaident, in inviting tbo Sao Domingo Com- 
raissionoreto dino with bun, (ori.;ot Mr. Douglita. But Mr. 
Douglass, though Mr. Sumner opt iili.i ot bim an ono of tbo 
Conimiyoionora, waa not one of tbo:u. Like Gcnoral Sigel, 
ho hSld curved tho Commieuion in tho capacity ol AGaiutant 
Secretary, and like bim, be waa not with tbo CoraniiBsionora 
(Senator VVado, Doctor Howe and Preaident White) v/ben 
thoy called " informally" upon tbo Prcoidont and v/L-ro " in- 
formally" invited to dine v/itii him. 

I will apeak of but one other uiijua ififiblo uttompt on tho 
part of Mr, Sumner to depreciate tho Presidont. IIo saya 
that Air, Stanton, our omiooiit War Secretary, osclaimed : 
" ho (President Grant) cannot govern ihia country," Donbt- 
!cH3, Mr. Stanton said tbia — lor M r. Sumner ia a roan ot truth. 
But who wiij Mr. Stanton when ho aaid it? — a dying man — 
" hia lianda,'* as Mr. Sumnor saya, " already oinmmy cold." 
Very unjust waa it in Mr. Sumner to ro))oat and lay airesj 
upon thcBc worda — very unjutil both to Mr. SLnnton and to 
tbo Preaident. Strange ti.ouglitfi— thougbta ountratlietnry 
to the tenor and habit of bis uhole lite — do aonio timea flit 
through tho brain ot a dying imtn. Emphatically no was it 
in tliucase ot Mr. Stanton — loi abundant in thtj evidenco tlmt 
when be v/as in heijltb and even down to his latdl eickncPB, 
ho epoke of the President in terms of exalted praiau. Theso 
words, which Jilr. Sumnor has so imprudently and unaulhoriz- 
odly repeated, should bo allowed lo weigh nothing oilher 
againatMr. Stanton's consialunuy or Preaidi.'nt Grant's ability. 

Let us, my neighbors, instead ot dicparoging President 
Grant, and dwelling on >,hu lew eirors in hia Administration, 
be thankful tliat liu makes us so wiao and safe a Preaident. 
Very loolibb ia tho man wlin, iuaiead of enjoying the light 
aud beat of tho Sun, spunila all hiu daya in niouaing alter and 
magnifying tbo spots upon it. 

I cIoBo with saying that we inuat have Grant for our Pres- 
idout, a few years longer. Tbo Autisbivery battlo is not yot 
fought out — nor will it ho so long aa a single shred of Ku 
Kluxism roraaiua, nor so long as there are persons, who aie 
deprived, on account of their complexion, ot so much as ono 
civil right. Lot it nnt bo aaid that tbo negro, having gained 
moat of lua rights, is content todivu without the romaindcr. 
Thu more nearly ho gaina them all, the more disconti-ntcd 
and grieved^ will ho Ijo if any one of them is still withheld 
from him, 'Such ia human nature. 

"TIio prla'iiur et-nl to brcatlio frcali nlr. 
And tiiBEu of llburiv ocuin. 
Would mourn wtro liu condcmntd to wear 
Ono link of all bis former elinlt;." 

Wo can trust tho Kepuhliean Parly with Grant at its het:d . 
lo finish this great work which it bus begun. But we speak 
in the light of the past and unchanged character of the 
Democratic Party when wo say that if it como again into 
power, and with whatever person at its head, tho black man 
wiU ognin bo ouirliged — and, it posaible, rc-cnalaved ; tho 
nalional debt bo repudiated, or the confederate debt, 
including the price of emancipated alaves, he asBUtned 
aud put upon a par witb it : and, in short, the half 
million of lives and tivo thousand million of dollars expended 
in putting down the Rebellion and eRlablisbing tbo equal 
rights of all men M-ill have been expended in vain. 

Is there a black man' either at the North or at tho Sooth, 
who is inclined to vole thu Democratic ticket? Ho hod bet- 
ter die than do it. He had belter die than so wrotig his 
race and so wrong us, whose livet have been lives of sufioring 
and Hporifico for tlio redemption aud welfare of hia race. 
Will not William Lloyd Garrison and his fellow laborers 
bitve lived in vain, if now, at. tho last, iho blaok man for whom 
they bavo lived, ehall torn against them and go over to their 
and'lhe blaok man's enemy? 
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Hon. HOBAOE GREELEY, 



5tY DKAn Sill, 

It 1h Biircly not for me to 
(lUUHtlon tlio propriety of your boing upon an clcctloncorlng tour. I'or, 
wlieuevor thu hanilfiil of old abolltlonlata stuck mo up for Qovornor 
or Prcaldont, I not only oloctloneercd for myflolf,bnl voted for myuolf. 
1 confeua thnt I bad no boubo of modcBty to rcatmin mo from cither, 

I Bce that tlio rcconcUomoQt of the Nortli to thi; South iu the burden 
of nil or nearly ull tho epcocltea with which yon enliven and graco 
your oxtendt'd tour. It la rightly fmj. For it Ib no tlmo, now, to bo 
talking of tarlflaand frei>trado,nor of nny of tito common political and 
economic quL'stlona. I would liavo every other Bubject than that of 
tho reconcilement of tho North to tho South excluded from tho public 
mind in thla Election. But, whilst I ngrcu with you that this, and 
tlilBonly, ifl tho themo for thu hour, I, nevortholcss, dlHsont entirely 
from your moda of treating it. You call on tho Kepublican Party to 
ho reconciled to tho South. But, from tho day when General Grant 
iiliowed General Leo to Burrendur on terms eo gonorous, an to melt tho 
rebel army to tearo, tlio Republican Party has boon reeonclled to tho 
South. Never was a conquuror bo lenient a9 our nation to tho con- 
quorod. It donicato no one. North or South, tho right of eaffrago; and 
to IcHB than two hundred of tho pra-omlnently guilty amongst tho 
conquered does it deny tho ripht to hold olHco. Moreover, even Iheeo, 
including Davis, Stophens and Toombs, would- have been relieved of 
this diaability. If, at any time, their proud spirit had aufiered them to 
nak for the relief. 

I regret to find you joining in thia cluaior of tho demagogues about 
the " carpet- baggers." Howabaurdtoniako tho election in tho South- 
ern Slateo of Northern immlgniDls an evidence of tlio lack of recon- 
cilement on tlio part of tho Itcpublicnn Party to t^ cEe Stateal They 
ch'Ci whom they will jual na tho Nortliern States elect whom they 
will. 

In all your pleas for thia rccnncllement you porslst in putting tho 
tinddlu on tho wrong hor^o. Do, my old friend, do correct thia mis- 
take. You know aa well as nny man that tho only lack of thid recon- 
dlemont in on tho part of the Democraiic Party toward tlio colored 
people. Why, tlien, should you not Bcy bo ^ I beseech you, by your 
lovu of truth and candor and by your life-long advocacy of fair play, 
tn wiy BO, Not oven tho Preflideiicy could compenaato you for aup- 
preealng this truth. You idolized Henry Clny, Would thtit you, 
loo, might Fay na ho paid; "I had rather bo right than Presi- 
dent !" Noono known better than ytturaelf that, for tho laat half cen- 
tury, tho Democratic Party lins planted itself Immovably ogainat our 
colored brethren ; and that, for much longer than tho last quarter of a 
centurj-.Ita spirit against thorn has been littlo less than infernal. You 
do not forgot its nover-ilngging and over-bitter opposition lo tho abo- 
lition of alavory, and how Intensely hostile It was to the Frcedinen'a 
Bureau and to all other mi'uaures for enlightening and protecting the 
poor Frcedraen. You do not forget how in!ie?:ibly It contended against 
granting tho ballot and equal civil rlghia to tho black man, both of 
tho North and South : am! ita iwralBtent cry for " a white man's gov- 
ernment" cannot yet have ceaaed to ring In your cars, Your now 
friond Voorheea and other Copperhcnda who are going about with you, 
Hllll contlnun to lilf b at any other than " n wliitfi man's government," 
I need not go farther back tlinn tho laat Fresldeutlal Election for 
damning proofs of tho murderous war, which tho Domocmtic Party 
hoB carried on against tho binck man. Tho sympathlcB of its coudidato 
for the Presidency with tho npgro-cruahlng rebels were too marked to 
bo denied. It was lie, who called tho Now York rlotors whilst they 
were burning colored orphan aaylums and hanging and burning col- 
ored men : " My friends I" It was ho who promised these rioters hla 
best offortHtogot tho draft stopped— and, thia, too, at tho most critical 
period of the war. But if tho Democratic Party showed ita ncgro- 
hatlng heart in tho Bclcction,atthat timc.of its Presidential candidate, 
far moro emphatically waa it ehcMm in tho Belection of its Vice Presi- 
dential candidate. Only five days before the Domocratio Nominating 
CooTcntloQ, General Blair wroto his famoua letter to Colonel Brod- 
hcad.ln which ho recommondeda resort to forcound ormato break up 
tho reconstruction of tho South imd rcsloro to tho white roan his 
former oicluslvo political power. Thin letter bo charmed tlio Conven- 
tion and so happily exprccsed tho warm dcfllro of Its heart, that Its 
author waa put, promptly and unanimously, la nomination for Vice 
Preaidont. Not nt all strangoialt, but entlroiy natural, that to this 



same General Blair, far moro tlian to any other man, bolougn tho credit' 
of originating thia fuulon movement of which you aro niailn, co gro- 
tesquely and farcically, tho flgurc-head. I nay not thin in diaparage- 
ment of youraolf — but simply to oxproas my bcubo of tho abuurdity 
of putting n dyod-in-tlie-wool Republican at the head of tho Demo- 
cratic Party. Kinetcen twontlotba of thono, who liavo gone Into 
thlp fusion movement, were Domocrntn and are Democrata atlil ; and 
hnuld tho calamity of your election bofall tho country, they will, of 
couMo, hold you bound to ropresont not tho republican but tho demo-^ 
cmtic element In thia dlflgracoful compound. Thoy will oven go bo 
far aa to claim that, by tho conciliatory terms of your Lottero of Ac- 
ceptance, you aro bound to roversu President Grant'8 policy toward] 
Kukiuxism ; to havo tho monster dealt leniently with under State au> 
thority and bo exempted from ouppreBaion by the power of the Fed- 
eral Government, 

Nor have t spoken of your ludicrous position at the head of thu 
Democratic Party to disparage tho judgment of that Party. .A. more 

!ilngly chosen device than Us uaii of your name for deluding and ' 
drawing off credulous republicans thero could hardly have boon, 

binco ita virtual capouanl of General Blair's bloody plan forgetting' 
rid of nil negro share in the Govornraont, tho Democratic I'arty haa^ 
kopt on in its war upon the negro. Even in tho very last aoB-iion of ' 
Congress, its members voted solidly against ' extending eqtml civil' 
rights to thu colored raco, and againnt protecting that race from thu 
Kuklux Democratic dovUa, who apend their nlghta in prowling through 
tho tiouthern country, dragging men and women from their beda, 
scourging thorn morcllesaly, and hanging or shooting not a few of 
theiu. The BulTorerH aro to be counted by hundroda nnd even by thou-' 
Bauds. I 
Pardon mu for calling these Kuklux dovllB domocratic dovila also. 
With mo, Kukiuxism and Democracy aro one. Kutilnxism is tho cul-| 
minatlon of Domocratic crimes. It io Democracy gone to seed. Thcjy 
one, because the Democrotic Party upholds Kukiuxism, and bo- 
cause tho Blnglo aim of Kukiuxism ia to terrify porrono Into voting ,- 
with tlio Domocmtic Party. .Tho moment that any man, blaci orl 
white, consenta to vote tho Democratic ticket, his peace ia made wlth| 
tho Kuklux dovilB, I 

But you will say that tho Democratic Party Ims repented. Whero 
lathe proof of ita repentanco? I aeo no tears upon itn cheeka, no con-i ■' 
trltlou in its spirit. Do you cite me to tho Baltimore platform ? ' I an- ; 
BWer that a political party jdatform la not to be taken aa proof of tho 
spirit and principles of tho party — especially not until tho party has i 
adopted It at thu ballot-box. Until then certainly, it Is to bu taken, at f 
least in many caaes, as but tho cunning contrivance of tho leaders ■ 
of thu party for Increasing the party. Until then certainly, it la to bn \ 
taken as a mere profession, the sincerity of which is to bo proved or| 
disproved by subsequent practice. The last Republican platform, be- 
cauBD eBsentlulIy llko Its former ones, created, no surprlso and awak- 
ened no Inci-odullty. But tho laat DemociatIcplntfomi,,,BH unlike its 
predeccssorfi no day la unlike night, and as unllko tho history of inod- 
om Democracy as juatico Is unliko injustice, and impartial and frater- 
nal lovo is unllko the satanIc opiritof caato — Is not only to bo distniEt- 
ed,but to bo sconu-dand scouted until tho Democratic Party shall Imvo 
given practical ovidenco of its adoption of tho platform. 

No, no, my old friond, the Domocrotio Party, with whoso fortunes 
you have so unwliicly linked your own, is not to bo taken ns having r-. 
repented. It, anroly, did not begin to repent until after its great wick- , '. 
cdncss In tho last session of Congreea: — and,pmy, what has It done in ' 
tho few subsequent months to prove Ita sorrow for its noTer-ccoMng 
diabolism during tho provloua thirty or forty years 1 There needs to 
be a long repentanco for bo long a contlnuanco Ln cnormons Dins, | 

No, no, my old friend, tho Democratic Party is tlio Domocratic Party 
still. It rcmoIuB OS nnrcconcilcd ati over to tho negro. Should it, 
again come Into power, tho oppression of the negro will bo n. lived, ■ 
and tho work of tho war bo undono. But, thank Bcavon, for the cheer- 
ing alernB that tho days of the Democratic Porty are numbered. "With 
the rclna in hla hands four years longer, Preaidont Qaant will make ii. 
finish of Kakloxism: and a finish of Kuklnxism 'will bo a finish of 
Democracy. Knidnsism and Democracy, being one, will dio one death, 
and go into one grave. 

With great regard yours 

GERRIT SMITH. 
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PtTfuitimiio Ftibnmry fitli 1B78, 

misa ANTHONY, 

f?o tbo men talk of putting you In 
prlcon for your having voted ! Tlicy voto ; and fcol that. In doing bo, 
tlioy dlflcliargo a Iilgh duty. But tlioy hold tlmt you, ootwithiitnndlng 
your conceded abllUlcB and vlrtiica, ami nioroly liocauflo you are a 
woman, may not voto. Why men liavo thn ballot and women liav'nt 
it, and why tlioy have tio much elno In which thoy rofuBO to lot wo- 
men Bharc, originates in thu Bimplo fact, tbnt tho ffuperior physical 
Btrongtli in on tho sldo cf man. I confeps that such thIngB go Bomo 
what towapj mailing mo onliamedof being a man. NovertliclcBB, I 
r-m connoled by tho thought that whun men bIibU liavo bccomo wleor 
, and bettor, and oxchanged iheir barbaric prido Iti their atronger and 
rouRlior uex for a (lonco of what thoy owe to tho wcakor and gentler 
ono, thoy will bo glad to do justlcn to women — yea, a full, genorouH, 
" chlvalrouB measure of justico. 

Wo aro constantly told that Buffroeo Ifl but a conventional and 
theroforo an inferior right. It 1b, however, an eminently natural 
and tranncendontly Important one — for it io tbo right protective ot 
all rlghtB. Tho chief use of Buflrago Ib In tho sok'ctlon of rulers, 
ilence, as tho oilico of tho rulora la to protect the pereono and proper- 
Ufa of the people, it followB that thoy, who have no voice in tho 
■chooBing of tho rulers, havo no volco in tho qucBticn of tho ptotoo- 
tlon of tholr own liven and proportieo. Tho dlsfraachlecd lie, with 
; their pOBHOHslons and their lives, at tho mercy of those, who have 
UBurped tho erdiisive franchlno. 

Tho qucHtlon Is not wheihor men Bhall confer the right of aufFraga 
on v/omen. Men apsumcd It for themBolvca — and properly eo. But 
they ore mean and base tyrBOtB for not suffering women also to an- 
numo it for themuelvefl, 

Nor chould the quemlon have been raised whether women have 
-the right of DuflVago in tho Constitution. Man's claim to this right 
|waa prior to ond for above all ConHlItutlons j and tbo like claim to this 
right ho should have been prompt to recognize In woman. But, alaa, 
--Con:itltulionB. being man-mado, are made, almost univorsally, In tho 
InicreBt of dofeatlng and ignoring this claim on tho part of woman I 
; What tyranny and what hypocrisy then for men to say that tho 
' CouBlitutlon BOttlea It whether womea bavo tho right to voto! Yon 
>havp not forgotten how indignantly UDwUlIng a fewofuaw<rro to 
-;havQ it made a Constitutional question whether our millions of slaven 
'Should bo sot free. The ijuoctlon of their freedom rose hcavcn-hlgh 
.abovoall parchments and papers; and so doeg tho question of wo- ■ 
' man's equal right with man's to partlclpato in chooalijg tbo guardians 
; of tbo rights of poraon and property — rights certainly no lossaacrod In 
. woman than in man. Let Constitutions sottlo questions which foil 
■ within their spbero— but lot tbem.not presume to decide that ono man 
,1 may own another, nor that men alono may wield tho ballot, and thus 
, havo the absoluto disposal of women. Lord Brougham's grandly olo- 
V quont outburst against tbo posBibillty of law for slavory applies with 
. scarcely less forco to the outmgo of man's assuming to be excluaively 
tho maker of laws for woman. I do not say that I would not bavo Con- 
' stltutloDB speak out agalnat slavery and against this oppression of 
' s woman ; bnt I would hnvo thorn do bo almply as registering tbo anto- 
' - cedent decrees of heaven and of ovory tme soul against these abom- 
l : inationfl. 

Bigbtly interpreted however — Interpreted according to the accopt- 
od canon of interpretation— tbo CoDstltutlon interposes no hinder 
anco In tho way of woman's noBcrtlon of her right lo tbo ballot. All 

' this talk about wbat tho frumcrs of tbo Constitution intended la idio ; 
and no also la all this talk abont the intentions of its adopters, snvc 
only as tboy aro gatborod from tho simple words — from tbo bare text 
— ot tbo instrument. Moreover, wo nro to bear In mind, that, whilst, 

_ on tbo'ono band, wo aro to admit no intorprctations In behalf of In. 
justice bnt no Ji as arc Irresistibly plain, on *.he other we aro ollowod 
and required to wring, If need bo, from tho Constitution whatavor In 



It makes for Justlco — eopeclaily for ouch clear and commanding juatlco 
aa tbo ballot for woman. 

But aro tbo frlonda of this vital jufltico to woman driven to the 
nocoaaity of wringing any thing from tbo Constitution In order to 
maintain their cauHo? Certainly not— for nothing In it ia plainer 
than that ovory ono of our natlvo or naturalized women Ih a oltiznn. 
Then, if wo follow this up with looking Into our standard American 
Dictionaries and Into tlio uttemncea at thla point of not a few of our 
moat eminent jurists, wo find that suirrago la amongst tbo privllcgcii 
and linmunUlca of a cltl/.en. 

Let what will he said to the contrary, thu moment that tbo first 
BQctlon of ttiu fourteenth Amendment became a part of thu Constltn- 
tlon, our women became Constitutional voters — and, ihlQ too, beyond 
: tho power of a State to disfmncbiso them. 

But tlio enemies of tbia Indispensable juatlco for woman BUBall hor 
from tho seemlug vantage-ground of tho first Hectlon of tho fifteenth. 
Amendment. Thoy afik — wliy.lf woman shall notbodcnied tborlgbt 
to voto, this section does not aay sho shall not? Tlio answer ia tha*. ' 
at tho time of tho adoption of thin section, tho absorbing concflrn of. 
tbo American people waa to make sure, doubly and tfobly sure, tbo 
protection of tho b]aek man — In othor words, bla right to the ballot. , 
Wo admit that woman waa not thought of In this section. If, how- 
vor. It bo said that she was, then aro vta at liberty to say that she was 
thought of not for tbo purpose of excluding her from its proviflons, 
but thought of only aa needing no further Constitutional expression, 
against her diaf ranchlBemont, At any rate, there ia nothing In this 
oectlon which can go to doft-at tbo positive grants to woman derived 
from other parts of the Constitution. 

Tills mere outline of my argument will sulilco. I need not fill It up 
and fortify It at points where It ia open locritlclBm, and n hero It could 
easily bo filled up ond fortllicd. 

But bo not discouragt'd, oven though Congress and tho Courts shall 
decide that another Amendment to tbo Constitution (tbo Julian 
Amendment) Is neccBsary ere woman can vole. In that event such an 
Amendment will bo forthcoming. The Republican party, with that 
wise and honest, brave but modest man Qt Its bead, ia in power for. 
another four ycara. It camo originally into power by being a reform' 
})arty. By continuing to bo suuh, it ban continued in [rawer: ond, 
only by remaining a reform party con It remain in power. The Dem- 
ocratic party, which waa tho reform party in the early life of tbo ■ 
Republic, camu, at last, to kill Itself by refusing to bo a reform party, 
and by clinging to its ainfl and crimea. Thu Kopublicati party haB,| 
juotnow, abolished tbo franking privilege: and It will, doubtless,;' 
soon follow up that much needed reformatory work by according! 
entirely equal civil rights to the black man. (ITor bla locial rights ho: 
must bo left to flght bla own battles.) Then there nro two other re. ' . 
forma with which tho Republican party cannot afibrd to delay idontl- ' 
fylng itself. One of them ia tho recognition in woman of all the':, 
political rights exercised by man, Tbo other la tho arresting of tbo 
dramshop ruin of our country by no loniier llcenging or Bufil-ring the 
dramshop, that great manufactory of all sorta and sizes of crlmlnalri.f 
Tbo mighty city of Now York Ilea to-day a helpless victim ot tbo, 
dramshop. From that devil's don comes the far greater share of her • 
thieves and murderers : and hence, also, comes that cblof corruption 
of the publio sentiment through which these oflendors bo genorolly^^, 
escape punishment. Dramshop voters and dromabop jurorsl — how',; 
little Bafety for either life or property where such wretches abound 1 '. ' 
Whether America shall preserve hor free Instltntlons tarns mainly on 
tho question whether sho shnll-Btay tbo rising floods of Intoraporanco. ' 
The 6ol'= ofllco of Government ia to protcrt person and property: and 
tbo dramahop confesaodly does mote than all things cloo to peril them. , 
It is then a very plidn duty that wo ask Government to diochargo, 
when we ask It to eupprcsa dramflelllng. Let Qovomment do this Ito 
simpis duty, and tbo friends of temperance will then bo able to do 
what shall be lacking to save tho l&nd from being destroyed by in- 
tomponmco. Would that this division of the labor might bo ocqnl- 
cflccd In I 

GEBBIT SMITH. ' 



LET . GKUSI-IEID OJJIBJk. ^L^KIBH: ! 
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Ill mil- Fourth oi July celebrations there nr-j two 
events. U'liicli, far above all otlier events, v.-e come togctlier 
to (■!;!Lbriite. One of tiiesc is tlie deliverance of our coun- 
try, nearly a ccntiirv ago, from political despotism, and 
the otlier is tlic practical recognition by our nation, a few 
years since, of the grand diictrine that "all men arc cre- 
ated equal." I might r.ither say its practical recognition 
of thir. grand dtictrine wrought out into the grander fact 
of tlie deliverance of four millions of our countrymen 
from the yoke of slavery. 

But how can we best prove to the world that we cele- 
brate these two events in our hearts as well as with our 
lips? I answer that we can best prove it by showing that 
we sympathize with those peoples amongst whom tliis 
twofold bondage, from whicli we have escaped, still exists. 
Tiiere are still many such pecjplcs on the earili — many who 
still siilTcr from political slavery or domestic slavery or 

.from both. One of these peoples is very near to our 
country — and this day will not be in vain either to them 
or to us if v,-c sliall use it in kindling our puy and our 

■prayers for them. 

The island of Cuba is less than a lumdrcd miles from 
us. Look at her on the map. She lies at the feet of this 
great , nation ; and lies there as it were imploring our 

"mercy. She is, probably, nt once the most fertile and 
beautiful island on the globe. God has dealt very boun- 
tifully with her — but man has dealt very cruelly with her. 

^ Her vast aboriginal population melted rapidly away under 
new diseases and under the heavy tasks, which Spanish 

.greed of gain imposed upon it. History says that in the 
year 1853 not one Indian was left upon the island. Some 
had escaped to Florida; some had committed suicide. 
But the most of them had disappeared before wasting toil 
and sweeping disease. P(»o:' Africa, the prey of Christen- 
dom for centuries, was taxed to supply the place of the 
Indians. Negro slavery succeeded to Indian slavery. 
With the exception of the few brief and small footholds 
which England and France acquired in Cuba, she has, 
from the time of her discovery, been ruled by Spain, and 
invariably by n rod of iron. I'rom year to year, Spain 
has, under the terrors and tortures of the lash and under 
other terrors and tortures, drawn from poor Cuba all that 

.she could possibly be m.ide to yield. Spanish hunger 
,^hns never ceased to feed on Cuban fatness. But it is only 

• in the last five years that the sufferings and sorrows of 

iCuba have reached their climax. During this period 
■-Spain 1ms sent some seventy thousand soldiers to Cuba. 

"These, along with some thirty thousand SpanLirds on the 
■ island, she has employed to rivet the chains of slavery 

'upon four hundred thousand negroes and to slaughter all, 
both whites and blacks, who should dare to resist her au- 
thority. Cuban diseases and Ciibain valor account for the 
'destruction of nearly the whole of these seventy thousand 
soldiers. Very few of them have lived to return to Spain. 
On the other hand quite as many of the insurgents have 
fallen. Spain spares none of her Cuban prisoners: and 
even women and children do not always escape their 

' murderous rage. 

Now, why, in the light of these facts, should we not 



sympathize with Cuba, antl make this fourth of July beau- 
tiful and blessed by expressing our sympatliy with her? 
Does the objector say : " Charity begins at home, and that 
there are enough objects just around us to exhaust our 
beneficence?" But if charity begins at home, it never- 
theless does not end at liome. Tor my own part, I wel- 
come the idea that charity has no home — but is ever on 
the wing in quest of objects needing her relief and com- 
fort. Say not that the Cuban is not our countryman. 
The good Samaritan, so far from confining his charity to 
his countrymen, extended it to tlio^e of even a hostile 
country. By the way, Cuba, by force of geographical 
position and indissoluble comiiercial ties, is a part of our 
country. Is it said that international law forbids our 
helping tliepuban? If it does, tlien away with intern v- 
tional law. If international law thus wars upon our 
nature and demands the s;ippression of its righteous sym- 
patliies, tiien accursed be international law. Tliat is law, 
which harmonizes with nature. That is no law, whlcti 
docs violence to nature. Strictly speaking, the world has 
not, as yet, international law. Each nation decides for 
herself how she shall deal with other nations. But let 
me here say that I believe there will be, and that too at no 
distant day, a real iiiternati()nal law — one that siiall ex- 
press the joint and just and fraternal sense of all the 
leading nations. 

A few years ago, our Government, wiiilst sternly deny- 
ing all fiivor to Cuba, allowed Spain to build in the har- 
bor of New York and supply with munitions of war 
thirty gunboats, Tliat they were to be used in carrying 
on her infernal war against the pocjr Cubans was as plain 
as day. Now, if we liave lav/s for this wickedness still in 
force, then we should hasten to repent af them and to 
repeal them. But wc have not such laws: and, in sliow- 
ing this favor to Spain and this disfavor to Cuba, we went' 
in the face of our laws, and went back ujjon our better 
days. 

It is true that by our Congressional Statute of 1794 
Spain would not be proliibited from fitting out vessels in 
our waters to be used in subduing her insurgent colony. 
But in tlie year 1817 anotherand very different lawon the- 
subject of neutrality was enacted by Congress. The law 
of 1794 does not mention a colony. But the law of 1817 
forbids the fitting out in our waters of vessels to be used 
against any state or any colony with wliich wc arc at peace. 
This law puts a colony on the same footing with a state. 
It no more allows our waters to be used in a war against 
a colony with which we are at peace than against an inde- 
pendent state or nation with wliich wc are at peace. The 
lav/ is perfectly plain. Nevertheless, plain as it is, there 
are learned gentlemen who seem to insist that it was 
enacted solely in the interest of the independent state or 
nation. But the law, not tmly does not read as they say 
it does, but the circumstances attending its enactment for- 
bid such a reading of it. What were these circumstances ? 
At the time the Jaw was enacted, the Spanish colonies in 
America were struggling to cast off the yoke of Spain 
and to become free and independent stutes. Moreover, 
the government and people of our country were warmly 



in synip;iLliy with thi:t^c :-.triigKl'"g colonit^ts. Mow btrangc, 
if in tiicse circtinistancts wc ^lionld luive enacted laws 
against, instead of in favor.of, tiie colonics ! One tiling 
inoie i:i this connL-xion — no other man \vab so eainest, 
eloquent mid ctficicnt an advocate of the cause of these; 
Spanish colonics as Iltinry Clay. He has the credit of 
having carried through this law. Suppose you tliai he 
thought it to be a law discriminating against the colonics? 
Preposterous supposition ! It is true that this law was, 
by its own limitation, to expire ui two years. But so 
well plcaiicd were the American people with its provisions 

■ in question, that in one year they were re-enacted in a 
permanent law, which has neitlier been repealed nor 
modified. 

Now, why is it tliat our Government has not lived up 
to the rccjuirerncnts of its own law? Why is it that it 
has suffered vessels of war to go from our sliipyards 
against tlic Cubans, and, this too, whilst sparing no pains 
to shut out ail pity and all succor froi.i these oppressed 
and outraged brethren? 1 hope it is for some wortiiier 
reason than to propitiate a nation by helping her to sacri- 
fice her colony. Nevertheless, what good reason can we 
.plead for helping Spain to prolong slavery in Cuba and 
to carry on wholesale murder there? 

Why has not our Government accorded belligerent 

■ rights to the Cubans ? Because, as bay some of our states- 
men, the insurgents have amounted to no more than a 

■t mob. Surely, they are more than a mob, who have car- 
ried on a war for nearly five years against a strong and 
warlike nation, and, this too, with steadily increasing 
prospects of ultimate success. Surely, a cause, which has 
enlisted the sympathies of all but a mere handful of the 
, native Cuban population, — a cause, which, during all 
t these years, has maintained a constitutional form of gov- 
' Crnment, and which, at the very beginning of its exist- 
ence, was licnored by a sincere and solemn decree of the 
abolition of slavery, should not be spoken of as the move- 
' ment of a mob. And some of our statesmen belittle the 
progress of the Cubans, and excuse the apathy of our 
Government toward them, by the cry that the insurgents 
have no ports. It is true that, although they hold a great 
part of the i&Iand,.tJiey have no ports. The Spanish fleet, 
'. recruited to our shame from our own shipyards, controls 
all the ports. Nevertheless, may not the insurgents be 
recognized as carrying on a war? Our southern brethren 
carried on a war, yes and a very effective war, against, us, 
although they had no ports — not so much as one port 
into which to bring a prize. The three or four ports they 



so bravely and per;,ibtingly contended for were so closely 
bloc!:aded as to be of Uttle or no value to theui. In our 
revolutionary war our fathers had literally no ports. 
Nevertheless, though England wa;; mistress of the seas, 
we won from her our liberties. Tlius a people, determined 
and brave, can not only carry on a war without poits, but 
even a conquering war. A people, more determined and 
brave than the Cuban warriors, tliere never were — nor, 
alas, a people more heartlessly forsaken by a calculating 
Christendom. The nations of Europe recognii^ed the bel- 
iigerent rights of our revolutionary fathers. Even Spain 
came to tlieir help—and. this too, thougli, like the Cubanb, 
tirey had no ports. Ye.'irs ago, our Government should 
liave admitted not only, tlie beliigcrent rights of the Cu-,, 
bans, but their national independence also. 

I close witli saying that, in this very strange and very 
sad default of our Government, the people must take the ■ 
Cuban matter into tlicir own hands. President Grant has 
repeatedly ^^poken right words regarding this abominable ' 
war of Spain upon Cuba. From every part of the land 
must corne up the cry of the people for right action to 
follow these right words. Moreover, our whole people , 
should incessantly cry in the ears of thrice guilty, thrice . 
barbarous, thrice bloody Spain, the words of Jehovah to ' 
Pharaoh: "Let my tkoi'Li: go' Let my pf-opi.e go!!" 
Wc of Syracuse and its surroundings, who, for half a 
century, have, quite as much as .any other communi-- 
ties, been taught to welcome the solidarity of the human 
race and the doctrine that every man whatever his' 
clime or color, and be he Cuban- or American, is our 
brother, are emphatically bound to call every people mj/ 
people. Never, until they reached success, did our old 
abolitionists cease to ring in the ears of the, American' 
slaveholder: " Let my people go ! Let my people go !!" j 
And never until the Spanish despot and Spanish .slave- ; , 
holder have yielded, should we cease to ring in their ears: 
" Let my people go ! Let my people go ! ! " 



At the close of Mr. Smith's Speech, Alderman Gardner, 
oflfercd the following Resolution : 

" Rcfiolvcd tUat wo deeply eympathlzo with the opprcBscd and oul-j ' 
raged CubftQo, and thut wo call on our dovoruinoat to iivlay no longer y 
10 acknowlcdgi) llnjir belligerency, il not ind(.'ed tlieir inti£!i»ciidcn(»i~: 
nlao." ^ r' 

Mayor Wallace, the President of the day, then put the,: 
Resolution to vote. It passed unanimously. From (he'' 
' vast assembly there came not up one dissenting voice. ; 



